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ABSTRACT
POWER, OPPRESSION, AND LIBERATION:
NEW HAMPSHIRE ABOLITIONISM AND THE RADICAL 
CRITIQUE OF SLAVERY, 1825-1850
by
STEPHEN LAWRENCE COX 
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  New H am psh ire , S ep tem b er, 1980
T h is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  exam ines th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  movement i n  New 
H am pshire. The s tu d y ,  c o n s i s t in g  o f  two p a r t s ,  i s  d iv id e d  a t  1837 
when r i v a l  f a c t i o n s  o f  G ra n i te  S ta te  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  so u g h t c o n t r o l  
o f  th e  New H am pshire A n ti-S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  (NHASS). A lth o u g h  th e  
n a tu r e  and s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  movement had  b een  a l t e r e d  a f t e r  1840, 
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  b o th  t h e  1 8 3 0 's  and 1840 's  w ere c l e a r l y  bound by 
th e  c o n c e p ts  o f power and  o p p re s s io n  w hich s e rv e d  as th e  o rg a n iz in g  
p r i n c i p l e s  f o r  t h e i r  a t t a c k  on a  s la v e h o ld in g  n a t io n .
The New H am pshire C o lo n iz a t io n  S o c ie ty  p ro v id e d  th e  fo u n d a tio n  
f o r  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  movement in  th e  s t a t e .  A lthough  th e  s o c ie ty  
e n d o rsed  b la c k  rem o v a l, c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  n e v e r th e le s s  condemned 
s la v e r y  a s  a  s i n  and re c o g n iz e d  t h a t  w h ite  s o c ie ty  was r e s p o n s ib le  
f o r  th e  im p o v e rish ed  c o n d i t io n  o f  b l a c k s . A f te r  r e a d in g  th e  w orks 
o f  W illiam  L loyd G a rr is o n  many c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  l e f t  th e  movement 
and c re a te d  th e  NHASS i n  1835.
Members o f  th e  NHASS a g re e !  w ith  t h e i r  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t  
p re d e c e s s o rs  t h a t  s la v e r y  w as a  s i n ,  b u t th e y  a ls o  h e ld  t h a t
p o l i t i c a l l y  p o w e rfu l s o u th e rn  s la v e h o ld e r s  w ere d e l i b e r a t e l y  
o b s t r u c t in g  th e  m a n u fa c tu r in g  and com m ercial grow th  th e  N o rth . 
H ence, in  New H am psh ire , a b o l i t io n is m  was b o th  a  movement to  f r e e  
th e  s la v e s  and a  c ru sa d e  to  sav e  n o r th e r n  econom ic p ro g re s s  from 
th e  s t r a n g le h o ld  o f  an a r c h a ic  and a g r a r ia n  S ou th .
T h is  co n ce rn  w ith  th e  u n r e s t r a in e d  power of an o p p re s s iv e  
b ack w a te r r e g io n  was ta k e n  s e r io u s ly  in  r a p id ly  i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g  
New H am psh ire , f o r  tw o - th i r d s  o f  a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  l iv e d  in  
r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  and p ro s p e ro u s  tow ns, w ith  f o r ty  p e rc e n t  r e s id in g  
in  th e  th r e e  le a d in g  m a n u fa c tu r in g  c e n te r s  and cne s t a t e  c a p i t a l .  
F u r th e rm o re , many o f  them  a c t i v e l y  prom oted  o r  w ere p e r s o n a l ly  
in v o lv e d  w ith  num erous m a n u fa c tu r in g  and com m ercial p u r s u i t s .
Unmoved and o f te n  a n g e red  by th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s '  p l e a ,  New 
H am pshire c i t i z e n s  o c c a s io n a l ly  em ployed v io le n c e  to  r e g i s t e r  t h e i r  
d i s p le a s u r e .  In  Canaan, f o r  exam ple, to w nspeop le  f o r c ib ly  c lo se d  
th e  r a c i a l l y - i n t e g r a t e d  Noyes Academy b e c a u se  th e y  w ere o ffen d e d  
by th e  p re s e n c e  o f  b la c k s  and by  th e  f a c t  t h a t  m ost a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
engaged i n  new ly c r e a te d  m a n u fa c tu r in g  and com m ercial e n t e r p r i s e s  
in  w hat had  once b een  a  t r a n q u i l  r u r a l  s a n c tu a r y .
By 1840, c o n s e rv a t iv e  and p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  had  abandoned 
th e  NHASS a f t e r  th e  r a d i c a l  w in g , le d  by N a th a n ie l  P . R o g ers , e d i t o r  
o f  th e  H e ra ld  o f  F reedom, a d v o ca ted  n o n - r e s is t .a a c e  and women's 
r i g h t s .  Once in  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  s o c i e t y ,  R ogers and o th e r  r a d i c a l s  
arg u ed  t h a t  a b o l i t io n is m  w ould n o t su cc e ed  u n t i l  th e  c le rg y  was 
to p p le d  from  power b e c a u se  m in i s t e r s  m ore th a n  anyone e l s e  u p h e ld  
th e  a u th o r i ty  o f th e  S t a t e  w h ich , in  t u r n ,  p r o te c te d  th e  
i n s t i t u t i o n  o f s la v e r y .
O th er New H am pshire r a d i c a l s  to o k  a  more d i r e c t  a p p ro ach .
S tephen  F o s te r ,  P a rk e r  P i l l s b u r y ,  and o th e r s  d is r u p te d  chu rch  
s e r v ic e s  by dem anding th e  r i g h t  to  sp ea k  i n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  s la v e .
W hile m ost r a d i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  o u ts id e  New H am pshire w ere  uneasy  
w ith  t h i s  m ethod, th e y  n e v e r th e le s s  w ith h e ld  p u b l ic  re b u k e . T h e ir  
p a t ie n c e  w ore t h i n ,  how ever, when R ogers e sp o u sed  h i s  "no o rg a n iz a t io n "  
d o c t r in e .
R ogers a rg u ed  t h a t  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s ,  l i k e  th e  S t a t e ,  w ere 
o p p re s s iv e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  s t i f l e d  f r e e  d is c u s s io n  a n d , t h e r e f o r e ,  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  sh o u ld  abandon o f f i c e r s ,  t r e a s u r i e s ,  and co m m ittee s .
By 1844 G a r r is o n , F o s te r ,  P i l l s b u r y ,  and o th e r  r a d i c a l s  denounced 
R ogers and h i s  c o u n te r -p ro d u c t iv e  d o c t r in e .  R ogers was f u r t h e r  
i s o l a t e d  when th e  NHASS won a  d is p u te  o v e r th e  ow n ersh ip  o f  th e  
H era ld  o f  Freedom . As a r e s u l t ,  R ogers e s t a b l i s h e d  a r i v a l  p a p e r 
d e d ic a te d  to  "no o r g a n iz a t io n ."
The NHASS was s e r io u s ly  w eakened n o t  o n ly  by th e  i n t e r n a l  
s q u a b b lin g  b u t  a l s o  by  th e  s u c c e s s  e n jo y ed  by th e  p o l i t i c a l  c o a l i t i o n  ■ 
c o n s tr u c te d  by  th e  m a v e rick  D em ocrat, John  P a rk e r  H a le . By 1847, 
when m ost a b o l i t i o n i s t s  had  f i l t e r e d  in to  H a le 's  c o a l i t i o n ,  th e  
NHASS had  become s u p e r f lu o u s  and c o n se q u e n tly  cea sed  to  e x i s t .
-x-
INTRODUCTION
In  th e  m assiv e  l i t e r a t u r e  on a b o l i t io n i s m ,  c l e a r l y  one o f  
A m erica’s m ost p r o t r a c t e d  re fo rm  m ovem ents, c e r t a i n  s t a t e s  come to  
th e  f o r e f r o n t  as s i g n i f i c a n t  a r e a s  o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  a c t i v i t y .  T h is  
i s  u n d e rs ta n d a b le  b e c a u se  n o t o n ly  w ere  th e s e  s t a t e s  th e  c e n te r s  o f  
im p o r ta n t e v e n ts  i n  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  movement, b u t  
th e y  a l s o  p ro v id e d  many o f  th e  more p ro m in en t l e a d e r s  to  th e  c a u se . 
M a s sa c h u se tts , f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  was th e  home o f  W illiam  L loyd  G a r r is o n , 
W endell P h i l l i p s , and o t h e r s , and i t  was a l s o  th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  
r a d i c a l  w ing  o f  a b o l i t io n is m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  1840 when a s e r io u s  
b re a c h  o c c u r re d  w i th in  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  com m unity. The s t a t e  o f  
New York c o n t r ib u te d  a  number o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  lu m in a r ie s , in c lu d in g  
Lewis and A rth u r  Tappan, G e r r i t  S m ith , an d , a f t e r  he  had  moved from  
K en tucky , James G. B im e y . I t  was a ls o  th e  s i t e  o f th e  "B u rn ed -o v er 
D i s t r i c t , "  an a r e a  in  th e  w e s te rn  p o r t io n  o f  th e  s t a t e  t h a t  was 
co n v u lsed  by r e l i g i o u s  f e r v o r  and by an o u tp o u r in g  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t  
s e n t im e n t .  F u r th e rm o re , th e  h e a d q u a r te r s  o f  th e  A m erican A n ti-S la v e ry  
S o c ie ty ,  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s '  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n iz a t i o n ,  was lo c a te d  in  
New Y ork C ity . At O h io 's  Lane S em inary , s tu d e n t s  u n d er th e  le a d e r s h ip  
o f T heodore Weld q u ick en ed  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s e n tim e n t in  th e  a r e a  a f t e r  
eng ag in g  in  p ro lo n g e d  a g i t a t i o n — a g i t a t i o n  t h a t  fo rc e d  a  c o n f r o n ta t io n  
w ith  th e  s c h o o l 's  o f f i c i a l s  and u l t im a te ly  le d  to  th e  exodus o f  th e  
s tu d e n ts  to  n o r th e r n  Ohio w here th e y  c r e a te d  O b e r l in  C o lle g e . Ohio 
was a ls o  th e  home o f  Jo sh u a  G id d in g s , one o f th e  m ost o u tsp o k en  
a n t i - s l a v e r y  p o l i t i c i a n s  in  m id - n in e te e n th - c e n tu r y  A m erica.
-1-
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I t  i s  e v id e n t  t h a t  th e s e  s t a t e s  w ere  c e n te r s  o f  im p o r ta n t 
a b o l i t i o n i s t  a c t i v i t y  and  t h a t  th e y  p ro d u ced  e f f e c t i v e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
l e a d e r s .  But a b o l i t io n i s m  e x i s t e d  in  o th e r  n o r th e r n  s t a t e s  a s  w e l l  
and , a lth o u g h  l e s s  renow ned , cham pions o f  th e  cau se  i n  th e s e  s t a t e s  
w ere j u s t  as  i n t e n t  on e n d in g  s la v e r y  as t h e i r  more c e le b r a te d  
a s s o c i a t e s . The p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  to  a n a ly z e  th e  
a n t i - s l a v e r y  movement i n  New H am psh ire , a  s t a t e  t h a t  h a s  r e c e iv e d  
l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  in  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  and whose exam ple can 
sh ed  c o n s id e ra b le  l i g h t  on th e  n a tu r e  and c o u rse  o f  a b o l i t io n i s m  in  
g e n e r a l .
T h is  s tu d y  i s  d iv id e d  i n t o  two p a r t s .  P a r t  I  a n a ly z e s  th e  
r i s e  o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s e n t im e n t ,  th e  id e o lo g ic a l  u n d e rp in n in g s  o f  th e  
movement, th e  s o c i a l  co m p o sitio n  o f  th o s e  New H am pshire towns t h a t  
w ere c e n te r s  o f  in te n s e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  a c t i v i t y ,  and th e  su b se q u e n t 
a s s a u l t  on a b o l i t i o n i s t s  by i n f u r i a t e d  c i t i z e n s  who, f o r  a  v a r i e t y  
o f  r e a s o n s ,  p e rc e iv e d  a b o li t io n is m , as a  t h r e a t .
P a r t  I I  exam ines th e  s p l i t  w i th in  th e  movement, th e  r i s e  o f  
r a d i c a l  a b o l i t io n i s m ,  and th e  e v e n tu a l  d e a th  o f  th e  s t a t e  o rg a n iz a t io n .  
W hile New H a m p sh ire 's  p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  a  g ro u p  t h a t  a ro s e  
a f t e r  1840, w i l l  n o t  be  ig n o re d , th e  fo c u s  i n  P a r t  I I  w i l l  be  
c o n f in e d  g e n e r a l ly  to  th e  r a d i c a l  w ing o f  th e  movement— p ro b a b ly  th e  
m ost r a d i c a l  c o n t in g e n t  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  th e  e n t i r e  n a t io n .  T h is  
c o n c e n tr a t io n  on th e  r a d i c a l s  i s  n o t  m eant to  d e n ig r a te  th e  im p o rtan ce  
o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  f o r  th ey  w ere  a b le  to  in c r e a s e  
t h e i r  v o te s  a t  e v e ry  e l e c t i o n  and , a lth o u g h  t h e i r  n u m e r ic a l  s t r e n g th  
i s  n o t  known, i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e i r  num bers r i v a l l e d  th o s e  o f
th e  r a d i c a l s . N e v e r th e le s s ,  p r i o r  to  1844 th e  p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t
and n o n - r a d ic a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w e re , a s  a  bo d y , weak and am orphous.
L ack ing  an e f f e c t i v e  and v ig o ro u s  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  th e y  w ere  in  r e a l i t y
more o f  an appendage to  th e  M a ssa c h u se tts  p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s . ^
Y e t, odd ly  enough , a number o f  w orks h av e  d e a l t  w ith  New H am p sh ire ’ s
p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  w h ile  th e  r a d i c a l  w ing h a s  b e en  g e n e r a l ly
ig n o re d . F u r th e rm o re , c e r t a i n  in d iv id u a l  r a d i c a l  l e a d e r s  who d id
g a in  some n a t i o n a l  p rom inence— su ch  as  N a th a n ie l  P . R o g e rs , S tep h en
F o s te r ,  and P a rk e r  P i l l s b u r y —h av e  been  d is m is se d  a s  c o l o r f u l  b u t
e c c e n t r i c ,  an d , as a  r e s u l t ,  have  b een  c o n sig n ed  to  th e  f r in g e  o f
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a n t i - s l a v e r y  a g i t a t i o n .  P e rh ap s  when compared w i th  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
n a tio n -w id e  t h i s  i s  a  v a l i d  ju d g m en t. But by rem oving  th e  r a d i c a l s  
from  a s t a t e  o r  even  r e g io n a l  c o n te x t  and by p la c in g  them i n  a 
n a t io n a l  o n e , h i s t o r i a n s  have  d i l u t e d  t h e i r  im p a c t, w hich w as, to  
be s u r e ,  c o n f in e d  to  one o r  two s t a t e s .  T ru e , n a t i o n a l l y  th e y  
may h ave  b e en  i n e f f e c t u a l  and o u ts id e  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  m a in s tre am .
B ut t h e i r  im p ac t w i th in  c e r t a i n  s t a t e s  was g r e a t .  I n  New H am pshire 
a f t e r  1840, r a d i c a l s  prom oted an ex trem e  b ran d  o f  a b o l i t io n i s m  th a t  
n o t  o n ly  a t t r a c t e d  a  s i z a b l e  c o t e r i e  o f  fo l lo w e rs  b u t  even  w ent 
beyond th e  r a d i c a l  fo rm u la t io n s  o f  W illiam  L loyd G a r r is o n .
The f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  h a s  been  d iv id e d  a p p ro x im a te ly  
a t  1837 s u g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t  movement i n  some 
way a l t e r e d  i t s  c o u rse  a f t e r  t h a t  d a te .  In  one r e s p e c t  t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  
f o r  a f t e r  th e  i n t e r n a l  te n s io n s  o f  th e  l a t e  1830’s and th e  e v e n tu a l  
s p l i t  w i th in  th e  movement in  1840, G ra n ite  S ta te  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
expanded th e  re a lm  o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t y ,  f i g h t in g  new e v i l s  in  d i f f e r e n t  
and e x t r a o r d in a r y  w ays. Y e t, w h ile  d i f f e r e n c e s  e x i s t e d  be tw een  th e
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1 8 3 0 's  and 1 8 4 0 's ,  th e  two d ecades o f  New H am pshire a b o l i t io n i s m  a re  
c l e a r l y  l in k e d  by w id e ly - s h a r e d  c o n ce p ts  o f  power and o p p re s s io n —  
co n ce p ts  t h a t  s e rv e d  a s  th e  fo u n d a tio n  f o r  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s '  
a t t a c k  on a  s la v e h o ld in g  n a t io n .  In  th e  1830 ' s ,  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
n o t o n ly  o b je c te d  to  th e  power o f  th e  s la v e h o ld e r  who re d u c ed  fe l lo w  
human b e in g s  to  c h a t t e l ,  b u t  to  th e  power o f  an a g r a r i a n ,  a r i s t o c r a t i c ,  
and b a c k w a te r  re g io n  t h a t  f r u s t r a t e d ,  th ro u g h  i t s  sw o lle n  p o l i t i c a l  
pow er, th e  more s o c i a l l y  and e co n o m ic a lly  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  N o rth . I f  
th e  s la v e  was a  p r i s o n e r  to  h i s  m a s te r ,  an eco n o m ica lly  ad v an c in g  
n o r th e r n  s o c ie ty  was a  p r i s o n e r  to  an a n a c h r o n is t i c  and s ta g n a n t  
South  and i t s  "d o u g h -fa c ed "  d e fe n d e rs  i n  th e  N o rth . In  th e  1 8 4 0 's ,  
r a d i c a l  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  t ra n s c e n d e d — in d e e d , th e y  ig n o re d — 
th e  s e c t i o n a l  fram ew ork and e x ten d e d  th e  m etaphor o f  s l a v e r y ,  a rg u in g  
t h a t  th e  S ta t e  and i t s  c h ie f  c la s s  o f  s u p p o r te r s ,  th e  c le r g y ,  
w ie ld e d  u n r e s t r a in e d  pow er o v e r a l l  c i t i z e n s ,  b la c k  and w h ite .
In  e f f e c t ,  a l l  i n d iv id u a l s  w ere s la v e s  to  th e  S ta te  an d , w o rse , 
th e  e n tre n c h e d  " p r o - s la v e r y "  c le r g y ,  s e e k in g  to  subdue a b o l i t i o n i s t  
a c t i v i t y ,  a llo w ed  th e  S ta t e  to  s h e l t e r  th e  " p e c u l i a r  i n s t i t u t i o n . "  
H ence, f o r  th e  r a d i c a l  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  o f  th e  1 8 4 0 's ,  
l i b e r a t i o n  f o r  a l l  c i t i z e n s  w ould be  a c h ie v e d  o n ly  when th e  power o f  




T h is  i s  th e  s u g g e s t io n  in  R e in h ard  Jo h n so n , "The L ib e r ty  P a r ty  
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On New H a m p sh ire 's  p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  s e e  I b i d . , and 
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New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  to  m ost A m erican a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  See 
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In  1838, an angry  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t ,  u n d e r th e  
pseudonym "Q .E .D ., "  w ro te  t h a t  c o lo n iz in g  f r e e  b la c k s  i n  A f r ic a  
was " a  d e l i b e r a t e ,  p re m e d ita te d  c o o l-b lo o d e d  p l o t  to  b a n is h  them 
from  t h e i r  n a t iv e  la n d  and to  sen d  them  to  th e  m ost u n d e s i r a b le  
s p o t on e a r t h . "  C o lo n iz a t io n  was n o t  o n ly  " a  c o n sp ira c y "  b u t  a  
" d e l ib e r a t e  and m a lic io u s  w ro n g " ; i t  was so m onstrous t h a t  even  God 
was u n d o u b ted ly  o f fe n d e d  by th e  e f f o r t .  T ru e , "Q .E .D ."  re c o g n iz e d  
t h a t  by 1838 th e  New H am pshire C o lo n iz a tio n  S o c ie ty  (NHCS) had  
l o s t  power and p r e s t i g e  to  such  an e x te n t  t h a t  o n ly  " im p o te n t 
m a lic e "  rem a in ed . N e v e r th e le s s ,  i t  posed  a d an g er b e c a u se  i t  was 
" k e p t up" by s o u th e rn  s la v e h o ld e r s  and t h e i r  n o r th e r n  s u p p o r te r s ,  
"p ro b a b ly  as a s e t - o f f  e f f o r t  v e rs u s  a n t i - s l a v e r y , "  and as lo n g  as 
any o r g a n iz a t io n a l  s t r u c t u r e  rem ain ed  to  c o u n te r a c t  th e  s t a t e ’s 
a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  th e n  i t  c o u ld  be  v iew ed o n ly  as  a "w icked  p l o t . " ^
Such a s s a u l t s  on th e  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  w ere custom ary  among 
a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  even  i n  th e  l a t e  1830’s when th e  n a t io n a l  and l o c a l  
c o lo n iz a t io n  s o c i e t i e s  w ere e x p e r ie n c in g  d r a s t i c  r e d u c t io n s  in  
num bers. In d e e d , in  th e  1830’s a t  l e a s t ,  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  everyw here  
w ere denounced a s  h a r s h ly  and a lm o s t as f r e q u e n t ly  as s la v e o w n e rs , 
s in c e  b o th  g roups p e r p e t r a te d  e i t h e r  s la v e r y  o r  " n e g r o p h o b ia ," th e  
n in e te e n th - c e n tu r y  te rra  f o r  " r a c is m ."  A ccord ing  to  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  
th e  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  w ere  more co n ce rn ed  w ith  m aking A m erica a  w h ite  
m an 's  c o u n try  th a n  w ith  e l e v a t in g  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  b l a c k s ,  even
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though  members o f  th e  A m erican C o lo n iz a t io n  S o c ie ty  (ACS) and i t s  
v a r io u s  s t a t e  c h a p te r s  d e n ie d  a l l  su ch  c h arg es  and c o n t in u a l ly  
r e i t e r a t e d  t h e i r  c la im  t h a t  th e y  w ere e s s e n t i a l l y  b e n e v o le n t 
r e f o r m e r s . ^
G e n e ra l ly ,  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  a sse ssm e n t o f  th e  c o lo n i z a t i o n i s t s  
h as  b een  s u s ta in e d  by h i s t o r i c a l  o p in io n . A cknow ledging t h a t  th e r e  
w ere humane and b e n e v o le n t s u p p o r te r s  o f  c o lo n iz a t io n ,  num erous 
s c h o la r s  have  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e y  com prised  a  m in o r i ty  w i th in  th e  
ra n k s  o f  th e  ACS and o th e r  l o c a l  s o c i e t i e s .  C u ll in g  e n d le s s  
q u o ta t io n s  o f  b la c k  i n f e r i o r i t y  and p o in t in g  to  th e  argum ents o f  
s la v e h o ld in g  members o f  th e  ACS, many h i s t o r i a n s  have co n clu d ed  
th a t  a s iz e a b le  number o f  members ad v o ca te d  th e  d e p o r ta t io n  o f  f r e e  
b la c k s  f o r  no o th e r  re a s o n  th a n  to  s t r e n g th e n  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  
s la v e r y  in  th e  S ou th  and  to  s e t t l e  th e  a n x ie t i e s  o f  n e g ro p h o b ic  
b o r d e r - s t a t e  and n o r th e r n  members who f e a r e d  " ra c e  m o n g re l iz a t io n "  
o r  random b la c k  v io le n c e .  C o lo n iz a t io n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  was a  n a t u r a l  
cau se  f o r  r a b id ly  a n t i - b l a c k  A m ericans to  e sp o u se . H is to r i a n  Dwight 
Dumond, f o r  in s t a n c e ,  a d m itte d  t h a t  th e r e  was an e lem en t o f  
h u m a n ita r ia n ism  in v o lv e d ;  b u t  he  co n clu d ed  t h a t  t h i s  im p u lse  was 
m ere ly  a t a c t i c  to  a t t r a c t  n o r th e r n  re fo rm e r s ,  a  group t h a t  w ould 
le n d  a  c e r t a i n  le g i t im a c y  to  th e  movement. S tu d y in g  m ain ly  th e  
s ta te m e n ts  o f  s o u th e rn  m em bers, Dumond came away w ith  one m ajo r 
im p re s s io n : "The p u b l i c a t io n s  and th e  sp e e c h e s  o f  th e  c o lo n iz a t io n ­
i s t s  c o n ta in  enough r e p u ls iv e  s t im u la n ts  to  ra c e  p r e ju d ic e ,  many 
o f  them  so v ic io u s  as to  be  u n p r in t a b l e ,  to  f i l l  an e n c y c lo p e d ia ."
He f u r t h e r  n o te d  t h a t  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  gave mere " l i p  s e r v ic e "  to  
th e  im provem ents in  th e  s t a t u s  o f  b la c k s  and t h a t  th e y  " d id  n o t
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re c o g n iz e  t h a t  th e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  o f  th e  N egro r e s u l t e d  from  th e
d e b as in g  e f f e c t s  o f  s l a v e r y ,  from  th e  b la c k  law s o f  th e  f r e e  s t a t e s ,
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and from  a l l  k in d s  o f  p r e ju d ic e  and d e n i a l s . "
A lthough l e s s  s h r i l l ,  th e  co n tem porary  Am erican h i s t o r i a n s ,
L ou is F i l l e r  and Law rence F riedm an , have echoed  Dumond's s e n t im e n ts .
F i l l e r  found th a t  many c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  s h a re d  a "sw eep ing  con tem pt
and h a t r e d  f o r  f r e e  N egroes . . . , "  w h i le ,  more r e c e n t l y ,  Friedm an
has n o te d  t h a t  any g e n u in e , humane i d e a l s  p ro p a g a te d  by th e  ACS
w ere in  r e a l i t y  p a r t  o f  an e l a b o r a te  "smoke s c re e n "  to  h id e  th e
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" u n d e r ly in g  p s y c h ic  d r iv e s "  o f  i t s  members.
T here  can be  l i t t l e  d isa g re e m e n t t h a t  a s t r o n g  a n t i - b l a c k  s t r a i n  
e x i s t s  w i th in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  th e  ACS and c e r t a i n  s o u th e rn  and 
b o r d e r - s t a t e  s o c i e t i e s .  Many c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  w ere  in d e ed  v i t r i o l i c  
negrophobes who e a r n e s t l y  so u g h t to  e l im in a te  f r e e  b la c k s  from  
Am erican s o c ie ty  as  an end i n  i t s e l f .  When t h e i r  program  i s  com pared 
w ith  t h a t  o f  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  f o r  th e  m ost p a r t  
ap p ea r as  t r u c u le n t  u s u rp e r s  o f  b la c k  r i g h t s  a t  w orse and n a iv e  
s o c i a l  e n g in e e r s  a t  b e s t .  But a  v a r i e t y  o f  o p in io n  e x i s t e d  w i th in  
th e  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t  movement, l a r g e ly  b e c a u se  th e  ACS— r e p r e s e n t in g  
th e  p ro - s o u th e rn  o u tlo o k  more o f te n  th a n  n o t— n ev er i n s i s t e d  t h a t  
s t a t e  and l o c a l  a u x i l i a r i e s  conform  to  th e  id e a l s  o f  th e  n a t io n a l  
s o c ie ty .  As a r e s u l t ,  s t a t e  and l o c a l  a u x i l i a r i e s  d ev e lo p ed  i n to  
autonomous s o c i e t i e s ,  each  v iew in g  th e  p rob lem  o f  ra c e  w i th in  a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  l o c a l  and r e g io n a l  fram ew ork . H ence, by c o n c e n tr a t in g  
on th e  n a t i o n a l ,  s o u th e rn  and b o r d e r - s t a t e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  one can 
re a so n a b ly  co n c lu d e  t h a t  th e  e n t i r e  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t  v e n tu re  was 
overw helm ingly  a n t i - b l a c k .  In  th e  New E ngland r e g io n ,  h ow ever, one
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i s  l i k e l y  to  f in d  t h a t  c o lo n iz a t io n  e x i s t e d  in  a  somewhat more 
humane fo rm .^
The c a se  o f  New H am p sh ire , f o r  in s t a n c e ,  p ro v id e s  s t r o n g  e v id e n c e  
t h a t  a  more b e n ig n  and r e f o r m is t  e lem en t e x i s t e d  w i th in  th e  movement. 
Many c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  i n  th e  s t a t e  d e c r ie d  b la c k  s u f f e r i n g ,  u rg ed  
th e  im m ediate  end o f  th e  a l r e a d y  i l l e g a l  s la v e  t r a d e ,  denounced 
s la v e r y  as s i n ,  im p l ic a te d  th e  e n t i r e  N o rth  i n  s l a v e r y ’ s g u i l t ,  and 
a t ta c k e d  th o s e  who b e l ie v e d  th a t  b la c k s  w ere  i n h e r e n t ly  i n f e r i o r .
By e x p re s s in g  th e s e  them es in  th e  1820’s ,  th e y  p ro v id e d  th e  fo u n d a tio n  
and s p r in g b o a rd  f o r  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  i n  th e  1 8 3 0 ' s .  Any d is c u s s io n  
o f  th e  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  m ust b e g in  w ith  th e  
s t a t e ' s  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s ,  f o r  th e y  more th a n  anyone e l s e  a r t i c u l a t e d  
an a p p e a l t h a t  w ould p ro v e  to  be  a m ajo r c o rn e r s to n e  o f th e  a n t i -  
s la v e r y  c r i t i q u e .
The d e n u n c ia t io n s  o f  "Q .E .D ."  n o tw i th s ta n d in g ,  th e  n a t i o n a l  
c o lo n iz a t io n  e f f o r t s  beg an  w ith  a  f l u r r y  o f  o p tim ism  and h o p e . On 
December 2 8 , 1816, a  group  o f  p ro m in en t p o l i t i c a l  f ig u r e s  assem b led  
in  th e  House o f  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  a t  W ashington  D.C. and fo rm a lly  
c r e a te d  th e  Am erican C o lo n iz a t io n  S o c ie ty .  As in d ic a te d  ab o v e , 
th e  p r i n c i p a l  o b je c t  o f  t h i s  new v e n tu re  was " to  prom ote and e x e c u te  
a p la n  f o r  c o lo n iz in g  (w ith , t h e i r  own c o n se n t)  th e  f r e e  P e o p le  o f  
C olour r e s id in g  in  ou r c o u n try , i n  A f r i c a ,  o r  su ch  o th e r  p la c e  as 
C ongress s h a l l  deem m ost e x p e d ie n t ."  The R everend R o b ert F in le y  
o f  New J e r s e y  was e s p e c i a l l y  p le a s e d  b e c a u s e , as th e  d r iv in g  s p i r i t  
b e h in d  th e  movement, h i s  p la n s  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s o c ie ty  had  b een  
f u l l y  im plem ented . S e a rc h in g  f o r  a way to  combat th e  p rob lem  o f  a
-11-
g row ing , f r e e  b la c k  p o p u la t io n  t h a t  was l a r g e ly  u n e d u c a te d , 
u n m o tiv a te d , and " d e g ra d e d ,"  F in le y  f e v e r i s h ly  worked to  co n v in ce  
c e r t a i n  members o f  governm ent t h a t  an A m erican -sp o n so red  co lony
g
c o u ld  be s e t t l e d  by t h i s  "unw anted" p o p u la t io n .
F i n l e y 's  h a rd  work p a id  o f f .  He m et a r e c e p t iv e  a u d ie n c e  in  
W ash ing ton , e s p e c i a l l y  among s o u th e rn  and b o r d e r - s t a t e  p o l i t i c i a n s  
who s h a re d  h i s  e v a lu a t io n  o f  f r e e  b la c k s .  Some o f  th e  m ost p o w erfu l 
men in  p o l i t i c s  w ere p r e s e n t  a t  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  ACS. Among 
th e  s ig n e r s  o f  th e  S o c i e ty 's  C o n s t i tu t io n  was Supreme C ourt J u s t i c e  
B ushrod W ash ing ton , nephew o f th e  f i r s t  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n ited  
S t a t e s .  W ash ing ton , i t  was d e c id e d , sh o u ld  be  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  new 
S o c ie ty — a f i t t i n g  o f f i c e  f o r  a  r e l a t i v e  o f  th e  m u ch -v en era ted  
f a th e r  o f  th e  c o u n try . S e c re ta r y  o f  th e  T re a su ry  W illiam  C raw ford , 
S peaker o f  th e  House H enry C la y , John  T a y lo r  o f C a ro lin e  C ounty , 
V i r g in i a ,  G en era l Andrew J a c k s o n , and R ic h a rd  Rush o f  P e n n y s lv a n ia  
w ere chosen  V ic e - P r e s id e n ts ,  w h ile  th e  B oard o f  M anagers in c lu d e d  
F ra n c is  S c o t t  Key and Edmund L ee , b r o th e r  o f  " L ig h th o rse  H a rry .
F i n l e y 's  id e a  f o r  c o lo n iz a t io n  was n o t a  new o ne . E ngland  
had e s t a b l i s h e d  a b la c k  co lony  a t  S i e r r a  Leone an d , in  A m erica , 
th e  id e a  had  b een  s e r io u s ly  c o n s id e re d  by  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  S t .  
George T u c k e r, and o t h e r s ,  a s  a  means o f  d e a l in g  w ith  an i n s t i t u t i o n  
th a t  posed  s e r io u s  p rob lem s f o r  a  n a t io n  su p p o sed ly  s te e p e d  in
g
r e p u b lic a n  v a lu e s .  Y e t, as p o p u la r  as th e s e  id e a s  may have  b e e n , 
a fo rm a l o r g a n iz a t io n  was n o t form ed u n t i l  l a t e  1816 and th e  c r e d i t  
fo r  b r in g in g  t h i s  ab o u t b e lo n g s  l a r g e ly  to  F in le y .
The new S o c ie ty  was u n iq u e  in  t h a t  i t  a p p e a le d  d i r e c t l y  to  th e  
U n ited  S ta te s  governm ent f o r  funds to  e s t a b l i s h  and m a in ta in  a
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co lony  in  A f r ic a .  However, t h e  S o c ie ty ’s members w ere u n a b le  to  
p e rsu a d e  C ongress to  a c t  in  t h e i r  b e h a l f .  The C o n g re s s io n a l 
Committee on th e  S lav e  T rade  r e j e c t e d  a p ro p o s a l  t h a t  w ould have 
p ro v id e d  th e  fu n d in g  f o r  an A f r ic a n  c o lo n y . Even more d is c o u ra g in g  
was P r e s id e n t  M onroe 's  i n a b i l i t y  to  p e rsu a d e  h i s  C ab in e t t h a t  th e  
C h ie f E x e c u tiv e  co u ld  b ro a d ly  i n t e r p r e t  th e  r e c e n t ly  p a sse d  S lav e  
T rade A c t. The law  p ro v id e d  t h a t  any A fr ic a n  s t r a n d e d  in  t h i s  
c o u n try  who h ad  been  r e c e n t ly  c a p tu re d  by s l a v e r s  c o u ld  be  s e n t  
b ack  and r e s e t t l e d  in  A f r i c a .  Monroe had  hoped to  buy A fr ic a n  
la n d s  and e s t a b l i s h  a  p erm anen t co lo n y  f o r  r e s e t t l e m e n t ,  b u t  h i s  
C ab in e t co nv inced  him  to  d rop  th e  v e n tu r e .  C o lo n iz a t io n is t s  f i n a l l y  
w ere  a b le  to  o b ta in  la n d  i n  A f r ic a  o n ly  a f t e r  p e rs u a d in g  th e  
governm ent to  i n t e r p r e t  th e  law  l i b e r a l l y .  A f te r  s e v e r a l  f a i l u r e s ,  
la n d  was p u rc h a se d  a t  Cape M esurado from  l o c a l  c h i e f t a i n s  f o r  $300. 
Form al s e t t le m e n t  beg an  i n  A u g u st, 1822, and by 1823 th e r e  w ere  150
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c o lo n i s t s  in  th e  new c o u n try  o f  L i b e r i a .
The c o lo n iz in g  o f f r e e  b la c k s  was c o n s id e re d  to  be  a  m ass iv e  
u n d e r ta k in g , b u t  th e  ACS was co n v in ced  t h a t  i t  c o u ld  be done and , 
more im p o r ta n t ly ,  t h a t  i t  sh o u ld  be done . In  p ro m o tin g  t h e i r  p ro g ram , 
c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  em phasized  s e v e r a l  m ain o b je c t iv e s .  O f f i c i a l l y ,  
th ey  so u g h t to  remove f r e e  b la c k s  from  a p r e ju d ic e d  and o p p re s s iv e  
s o c ie ty ]  th ey  so u g h t to  make i t  e a s i e r  f o r  s la v e h o ld e r s  to  g ra d u a lly  
f r e e  t h e i r  s l a v e s ;  th e y  so u g h t to  p ro v id e  a C h r i s t i a n  community in  
A f r ic a ,  from  w hich e f f o r t s  w ould r a d i a t e  f o r  th e  c o n v e rs io n  o f  th e  
e n t i r e  c o n t in e n t ;  and , th e y  so u g h t to  end th e  s la v e  t r a d e ,  w hich 
even  a  g r e a t  many s o u th e r n e r s  found d i s t a s t e f u l . ^
As Dumond and o th e r  h i s t o r i a n s  h ave  c o r r e c t ly  n o te d ,  s u p p o r te r s
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w ere drawn to  th e  movement f o r  v a r io u s  r e a s o n s ,  n o t  a l l  o f  them 
conform ing to  th e  S o c ie ty ’s o f f i c i a l  p ro n o u n cem en ts . R o b ert F in le y ,  
fo r  in s t a n c e ,  d is c o v e re d  t h a t  th e  num erous f r e e  b la c k s  i n  h i s  New 
J e r s e y  p a r i s h  co u ld  n e i t h e r  re a d  n o r  w r i t e ;  t h a t  th e y  knew l i t t l e  
o f th e  B ib le ;  and , w o rse , t h e i r  p o v e r ty  and l i c e n t io u s n e s s  w ere  
k eep in g  p ace  w ith  t h e i r  grow ing num bers. F in le y ,  l i k e  many n o r th e rn  
s u p p o r te r s  l i v i n g  among a l a r g e  f r e e  b la c k  p o p u la t io n ,  re a c h e d  th e  
c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  f r e e  b la c k s  w ere doomed in  a  w h ite  m an 's  c o u n try  and 
th a t  " e v e ry th in g  co n n ec ted  w ith  t h e i r  c o n d i t io n ,  in c lu d in g  t h e i r  
c o lo u r , i s  a g a in s t  th e m ."  They w ere  a d eg rad ed  p e o p le  w ith  l i t t l e  
a m b itio n , and , w ith  m ost d o o rs  to  o p p o r tu n i ty  s h u t  by an u n sy m p a th e tic  
w h ite  s o c i e t y ,  th ey  co u ld  n e v e r  hope to  im prove t h e i r  l o t .  For 
F in le y ,  t h e i r  b e s t  p ro s p e c t  was to  s e t t l e  in  " t h e i r  hom eland" w here 
o p p o r tu n i ty  w ould abound, u n o b s tru c te d  by w h ite  h o s t i l i t y .
F in l e y ’s a n a ly s i s  was s h a re d  by s e v e r a l  o th e r  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s .  
However, th e r e  was a n o th e r  r e a s o n  t h a t  c o lo n iz a t io n  o f  f r e e  b la c k s  
was a p p e a l in g ,  e s p e c ia l l y  to  s o u th e rn  s la v e h o ld e r s .  Most s l a v e ­
h o ld e r s — and a  few  e m p a th e tic  n o r th e r n e r s  as  w e l l— re c o g n iz e d  w hat 
cou ld  c o n c e iv a b ly  o c c u r  when s la v e s  became v i o l e n t  and d i s s a t i s f i e d .  
Memories o f  s la v e  r e v o l t s ,  r e a l  o r  im ag in ed , w ere  f r e s h  in  th e  mind 
o f many s o u th e r n e r s .  In  1800 G a b r ie l  P r o s s e r ,  a s la v e  l i v i n g  n e a r  
Richmond, V i r g in i a ,  made p la n s  to  b u m  th e  c i t y  and k i l l  th e  w h ite
r e s i d e n t s ,  a f t e r  w hich he and h i s  fo l lo w e rs  w ould e sc a p e  to  th e
12In d ia n  c o u n try  in  th e  w e s t .  Even though th e  p l o t  was uncovered  
and a l l  th e  r in g le a d e r s  k i l l e d ,  th e  t h r e a t  o f  s la v e  and f r e e - b la c k  
v io le n c e  was a  r e c u r r e n t  o ne . Most s o u th e r n e r s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i f  
t h e i r  s la v e s  w ere  s u f f i c i e n t l y  a ro u s e d , v io le n c e  and d e s t r u c t i o n
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m ight w e l l  r e s u l t .  T h is  f e a r  seem ed j u s t i f i e d  in  v iew  o f  T o u ssan t
L 1O u v e r tu re ' s  o v e rth ro w  o f  F ren ch  (w h ite )  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  i s l a n d  o f
S an to  Domingo in  1802. J e f f e r s o n ,  acknow ledg ing  th e  d an g er o f  a
h o s t i l e  b la c k  p o p u la t io n ,  w h e th er s la v e  o r  f r e e ,  commented a f t e r
L 'O u v e r tu r e 's  v i o l e n t  r e v o lu t io n  t h a t  i f  "so m eth in g  i s  n o t  done , and
13soon done , we s h a l l  be  m u rd e re rs  o f  o u r own c h i l d r e n ."
For many s la v e h o ld e r s  th e  p re v e n t io n  o f  s la v e  v io le n c e  r e s t e d
w ith  th e  d e p o r ta t io n  o f  f r e e  b la c k s  who, i t  was f e l t ,  w ere  m ost p ro n e
to  c r e a te  t r o u b l e ,  e i t h e r  c o n s c io u s ly  o r  u n c o n sc io u s ly . T h e ir
v e ry  freedom  s e rv e d  as an  exam ple to  s la v e s  who w ere d is c o n te n te d
and unhappy. As one s la v e h o ld e r  s a i d ,  i f  s l a v e s  saw " o th e r s  l i k e
th e m se lv e s  f r e e ,  and e n jo y in g  r i g h t s  th e y  w ere  d e p r iv e d  o f ,  th ey  
14w i l l  r e p i n e . "  I t  was a ls o  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  f r e e  b la c k s  p l o t t e d  and
en co u rag ed  s la v e  c o n s p i r a c ie s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  Denmark V e se y 's
" r e b e l l io n "  in  C h a r le s to n  in  1822. The A f r ic a n  R e p o s i to r y , o rg an
o f  th e  ACS, p r a i s e d  th o s e  V irg in ia n s  who w ere  f i n a l l y  "aw akening
to  th e  solem n c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th e  w hole s u b je c t  o f  th e  e v i l  o f
15t h e i r  [ f r e e ]  c o lo re d  p o p u la t io n .  . . . "  F ree  b la c k s ,  i t  was th o u g h t,
16c o r ru p te d  s la v e s  "and r e n d e r  them d is c o n t e n te d ."  A subdued s la v e  
p o p u la t io n  w ould be a s s u re d  o n ly  when f r e e  b la c k s  w ere  u n a b le  to  
t a n t a l i z e  bondsmen w ith  t h e i r  freedom .
B ecause th e  f e a r  o f  r e v o l t  was a common theme f o r  th e  A fr ic a n  
R e p o s i to r y , i t  o f t e n  a d v ise d  s la v e h o ld e r s  to  v i g i l a n t l y  keep  w atch  
o v er f r e e  b la c k  p o p u la t io n s .  S e e in g  f r e e  b la c k s  in  t h e i r  m id s t ,  
s la v e s  w ere a p t  to  r e b e l .  In  a d d i t io n  to  i t s  w a rn in g s , th e  A fr ic a n  
R e p o s i to r y , as w e l l  as th e  o f f i c e r s  f o r  th e  ACS, w ere c o n t in u a l ly  
tru m p e tin g  s t a t i s t i c s  show ing th e  in c r e a s e  i n  th e  number o f  th e
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f r e e  b la c k  p o p u la t io n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th e  South  w here th e y  c o u ld  do
th e  m ost harm . C h a rle s  M ercer o f  V i r g in i a  n o te d  t h a t  i f  th e  r a p id
in c r e a s e  o f  f r e e  b la c k s  "h as  n o t  en d an g ered  o u r p e a c e ,  i t  h as
im p a ire d  th e  v a lu e  o f  a l l  th e  p r i v a t e  p ro p e r ty  i n  a  la r g e  s e c t io n
o f ou r c o u n try . F o r Henry C la y , f r e e  b la c k  p o p u la t io n  grow th in
g e n e ra l  was f r i g h t e n i n g ;  b u t  even  more h o r r i f y i n g  was th e  r a p id
in c r e a s e  w i th in  s o u th e rn  c i t i e s .  C lay so u g h t to  c o lo n iz e  f r e e
b la c k s  from  u rban  c e n te r s  b e c a u se  h e re  th e y  p ro v ed  m ost d i f f i c u l t
to  c o n t r o l .  A m erican c i t i e s  he p ro c la im e d , w ould  a c t  " a s  a  s o r t  o f
18depo t from  th e  c o u n try  f o r  th e  c o lo n y ."
C e r ta in ly ,  f e a r  and h a t r e d  o f  b la c k s  m o tiv a te d  many in d iv id u a ls
to  form  s t a t e  and l o c a l  c o lo n iz a t io n  s o c i e t i e s  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  th e  ACS
was form ed. In d e e d , many o f  th e  v e ry  e a r ly  s o c i e t i e s  em erged in
th e  u p p er South  and b o r d e r - s t a t e s , e s p e c i a l l y  in  V i r g in i a  and
M aryland. But th e  New H am pshire s o c ie ty  was n o t  c r e a te d  u n t i l  1824.
T h is p ro b a b ly  can b e  e x p la in e d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  New H am pshire was
f a r  removed from  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  a n d , w ith  b la c k s
co m p ris in g  o n ly  0.2% o f  th e  t o t a l  s t a t e  p o p u la t io n  i n  1830, f a r
19removed from  a  f r e e  b la c k  community as w e l l .  In  e f f e c t ,  New 
H am pshire was n o t g r ip p e d  by  a  c r i s i s  m e n ta l i ty  e v id e n t  b o th  in  
th e  South  and in  n o r th e r n  a r e a s  w ith  l a r g e  f r e e  b la c k  p o p u la t io n s .
The d is ta n c e  o f s l a v e r y  and th e  m eager b la c k  p o p u la t io n  a ls o  
e x p la in  th e  more b e n e v o le n t and humane to n e  o f  th e  New H am pshire 
C o lo n iz a tio n  S o c ie ty .  The f e a r  o f  s la v e  a g i t a t o r s  o r  th e  f e a r  o f  
in c r e a s in g  f r e e  b la c k  p o p u la t io n s  m eant l i t t l e  to  r e s id e n t s  o f  an 
overw helm ingly  w h ite ,  n o n -s la v e h o ld in g  s t a t e .  C o lo n iz a tio n  in  
New H am pshire, t h e r e f o r e ,  was n o t  a  re s p o n se  to  a  b la c k  m enace;
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r a t h e r ,  th e  r o o t s  o f  c o lo n iz a t io n  la y  w i th in  s e v e r a l  o th e r  b e n e v o le n t  
e n t e r p r i s e s  w hich w ere m aking g r e a t  s t r i d e s  w i th in  th e  s t a t e .  The 
m ost a c t i v e  and p ro m in en t b e n e v o le n t  s o c i e t i e s — th e  Uome M iss io n a ry  
S o c ie ty ,  th e  A m erican B ib le  S o c ie ty ,  and th e  A m erican T r a c t  S o c ie ty ,  
f o r  in s ta n c e — found a  cham pion in  th e  New H am pshire Repo s i t o r y , a 
refo rm -m inded  p a p e r  p u b l is h e d  in  C oncord. Soon to  become th e  
m ajo r m ou thp iece  and le a d in g  p ro p o n e n t o f  c o lo n iz a t io n  w i th in  th e  
s t a t e ,  th e  R e p o s ito ry  d e v o ted  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p r i n t  to  th e  d e fe n se  
o f  In d ia n s  and In d ia n  m is s io n s ,  to  th e  C h r i s t i a n i z a t i o n  o f  " h e a th e n s . ' '  
to  tem p e ran ce , to  u n iv e r s a l  e d u c a t io n ,  and to  th e  g o a ls  o f  m ost 
b e n e v o le n t o r g a n iz a t io n s  w i th in  th e  s t a t e .  One o f th e  p a p e r 's  c h ie f  
co n cern s  was to  h e lp  c o n v e r t  " h e a th e n s"  b o th  " f o r e ig n  and d o m estick "  
and to  a g i t a t e  in  b e h a l f  o f  in d iv id u a ls  who w ere  a t  th e  mercy o f 
a  h o s t i l e  s o c i e t y ,  b e  th e y  In d ia n s  o r  b la c k s .  In  t h i s  s e n s e ,  
c o lo n iz a t io n  w i th in  th e  s t a t e  was y e t  a n o th e r  re fo r i .  e n t e r p r i s e
20w ith in  th e  l a r g e r  fram ew ork o f b e n e v o le n t  c a u se s  o f  th e  1 8 2 0 's .
W hile a  s o c ie ty  was n o t o rg a n iz e d  u n t i l  th e  l a t e  m onths o f
1824, c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t  s e n tim e n t was e v id e n t  p r i o r  to  i t s  fo rm a tio n .
In  1823, th e  New H am pshire R e p o s ito ry  began  to  ta k e  s e r io u s  n o te  o f
n a t io n a l  c o lo n iz a t io n  e f f o r t s ,  add in g  y e t  a n o th e r  c au se  to  i t s  l i s t .
When i t  le a r n e d  th a t  th e  ACS had  s e n t  th r e e  s h ip s  o f  f r e e  b la c k s  to
L ib e r i a ,  th e  R e p o s ito ry  exuded p r a i s e  f o r  such  a d is p la y  o f
"b e n e v o le n c e ,"  s in c e  " c i v i l i z i n g "  A f r ic a  m eant C h r i s t i a n i z i n g  i t .
21The ACS was to  be  c o n g r a tu la te d .
C h r i s t i a n iz in g  A f r ic a  and t r a n s p o r t i n g  f r e e  b la c k s  to  t h e i r  
" t r u e  home" w ere  c o n s ta n t  them es e n u n c ia te d  in  th e  R e p o s ito ry  p r i o r  
to  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f th e  NHCS. U rg ing  New England, b la c k s  to  d o n a te
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money to  th e  New H am pshire  M iss io n a ry  S o c ie ty ,  th e  p a p e r  c la im ed  th a t
th e  fu n d s w ould go f o r  th e  c r u c i a l  e n t e r p r i s e  o f  A f r ic a n  m is s io n s .
Money sp e n t t h i s  way by f r e e  b la c k s  was f a r  more c o n s t r u c t iv e  th a n
sp en d in g  i t  f o r  " v a n i t i e s , "  i t  l e c t u r e d .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  th e  R e p o s ito ry
u rged  th e  c o lo n iz a t io n  o f  f r e e  b la c k s  and s la v e s  to  A f r ic a  b e ca u se
th a t  c o n t in e n t  h e ld  more freedom  f o r  b la c k s  th a n  A m erica. D enouncing
b o th  s la v e r y  and th e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  s la v e r y  b re d  c o n te n te d
s la v e s ,  th e  p a p e r a rg u e d  th a t  bondsmen w ere f a r  from  s a t i s f i e d  w ith
t h e i r  l o t .  S lav e  r e b e l l i o n s  w ere d is c o u ra g e d  by  th e  p a p e r ;  b u t  i t
re c o g n iz e d  t h a t  s la v e s  and f r e e  b la c k s  w ere  m is t r e a te d  in  t h i s
c o u n try , and th e  l u r e  to  r e b e l l i o n  was u n d e rs ta n d a b le .  L ik e  any
w h ite  man in  c h a in s ,  s la v e s  had  a  r e a l  d e s i r e  to  be  e m an c ip a te d ;
t h i s  co u ld  be done th ro u g h  c o lo n iz a t io n .  I t  w as, th e  R e p o s ito ry
l e c t u r e d ,  a  crim e to  keep  p e o p le  in  b o n d s , be  th e y  r e d ,  b la c k ,  o r
w h ite .  E x ten d in g  i t s  c r i t i q u e ,  th e  p a p e r  p ro c la im e d  t h a t  b la c k s
d id  n o t have an i n f e r i o r  m e n ta l c a p a c i ty ,  as many w h ite s  ch a rg ed .
B lacks w ere  a b le  to  h a n d le  t h e i r  a f f a i r s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  b e c a u se  th ey
w ere i n t e l l i g e n t  human b e in g s ;  th e y  would even  e x c e l  i f  o n ly  w h ite s
23would a llo w  them .
To b o l s t e r  i t s  c a se  f o r  th e  b la c k s ,  th e  R e p o s ito ry  r e p r in t e d  
a r t i c l e s  from  o th e r  p a p e rs  t h a t  echoed  th e  s e n t im e n t .  One such  
a r t i c l e  from  th e  B oston  R e c o rd e r , n o te d  t h a t  b la c k s  w ere  " ig n o ra n t  
and w re tc h ed "  n o t  b e c a u se  th e y  w ere in h e r e n t ly  s o ,  b u t  b e c a u se  th ey  
w ere s y s te m a t ic a l l y  ex c lu d e d  from  w h ite  s o c i e t y .  F ree  b la c k s  
"have n o t s u f f i c i e n t  m o tiv e  f o r  in d u s t r y "  b e c a u se  th e y  r e a l i z e d  i t  
was im p o s s ib le  to  advance in  w h ite  s o c i e ty .  R a c ia l  b a r r i e r s  w ere 
to o  s t r o n g  in  t h i s  c o u n try  f o r  any b la c k  man to  overcom e: "You
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can n o t tu r n  them  i n t o  w h ite  men; you can n o t make w h ite  men f o r g e t  
t h a t  th e y  a re  b la c k ."  C o lo n iz a tio n  was t h e r e f o r e  th e  o n ly  rem edy, 
b e c a u se  in  L ib e r i a  t h e r e  w ere n o t  w h ite s  to  h o ld  them b a c k . 
C o lo n iz a t io n  w ould a l s o  mean th a t  r e c a l c i t r a n t  s la v e h o ld e r s  m igh t 
b e  more w i l l i n g  to  manumit t h e i r  s l a v e s ,  s in c e  freedm en w ould be 
r e q u ir e d  to  e m i g r a t e . ^
R eco g n iz in g  t h a t  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t  s e n tim e n t was in c r e a s in g  
i n  New H am psh ire , th e  ACS began  to  fo rm a liz e  p la n s  to  e s t a b l i s h  
a  s o c ie ty  in  th e  s t a t e .  In  th e  summer o f  1824 th e  R everend C h e s te r  
W rig h t, a s a l a r i e d  a g e n t f o r  th e  A m erican C o lo n iz a t io n  S o c ie ty  
r e s id in g  in  V erm ont, n o t i f i e d  New H am pshire p a p e rs  t h a t  h e  had b een  
d is p a tc h e d  to  d ev e lo p  th e  New H am pshire C o lo n iz a t io n  S o c ie ty .
B ecause money was n eeded  f o r  any new s o c i e ty  to  b e  a  s u c c e s s ,  he  
u rg ed  s y m p a th e tic  m in i s t e r s  to  see k  funds th ro u g h  t h e i r  c o n g re g a t io n s .  
W ith t h a t  a d v ic e , W righ t began  m aking h i s  way to  C oncord, s to p p in g  
a lo n g  th e  way to  p e rsu a d e  to w n sp eo p le  to  s u p p o r t  th e  c o lo n iz a t io n  o f 
f r e e  b l a c k s . ^
The R e p o s ito ry  p r a i s e d  W r ig h t 's  " b e n e v o le n t s p i r i t "  when i t  
d is c o v e re d  t h a t  he  was i n  th e  s t a t e  to  o rg a n iz e  a c o lo n iz a t io n  
s o c i e ty .  E s c a la t in g  i t s  p rom otion  o f  c o lo n iz a t io n ,  th e  p a p e r  c la im ed  
i t  was b o th  a  " n a t io n a l  and B en ev o len t"  v e n tu r e .  I f  s u c c e s s f u l ,  i t  
w ould a c h ie v e  n a t io n a l  u n i ty  b ecau se  i t  w ould e v e n tu a l ly  "w ipe away 
a  f o u l  s t a i n  w hich h a s  lo n g  ta r n i s h e d  th e  s p le n d o r  o f  o u r n a t io n a l  
g lo r y ."  I t  was a ls o  a  b e n e v o le n t e n t e r p r i s e  b e c a u se  i t  so u g h t to  
d im in is h  human s u f f e r i n g ;  i t  so u g h t to  e le v a te  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  
th e  b la c k ;  and m ost im p o r ta n t  o f  a l l ,  i t  so u g h t to  s e c u re  " th e
26n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  o f  a  v e ry  c o n s id e ra b le  p o r t io n  o f  th e  human f a m ily ."
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B e l ie v in g  i t  had  i n t e r p r e t e d  th e  g o a ls  o f  th e  ACS c o r r e c t l y ,
th e  R e p o s i to r y , w ith  a  n o ta b le  e x c e s s  o f  e n th u s ia s m , r e p o r te d  t h a t
th e  n a t io n a l  s o c i e t y 's  " f i n a l  accom plishm en t"  was i n  v iew : " n o th in g
le s s  th a n  th e  t o t a l  e m a n c ip a tio n  o f  th e  s la v e  p o p u la t io n  in  t h i s
c o u n try , and th e  s e t t le m e n t  o f  a l l  who w ish  to  e m ig ra te  on th e
lu x u r i e n t  s o i l  o f  t h e i r  n a t iv e  s h o r e s ."  The R e p o s ito ry  hoped th a t
W righ t w ould su cceed  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  an a u x i l i a r y  c o lo n iz a t io n
27s o c ie ty  in  New H am pshire.
W r ig h t 's  i n i t i a l  d i s c o u r s e ,  d e l iv e r e d  a t  an open m e e tin g , was
deemed a s u c c e s s .  A f te r  W r ig h t 's  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  J o s ia h  B a r t l e t t ,
P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  New H am pshire S e n a te ,  was ask ed  to  c h a i r  th e
re m a in d e r o f  th e  m ee tin g  and to  e x p lo re  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  fo rm ing
a c o lo n iz a t io n  s o c ie ty  in  New H am psh ire . A com m ittee o f  te n  was
chosen  to  w r i t e  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  and  to  p r e s e n t  i t  a t  th e  n e x t  m e e tin g ,
s c h e d u le d  f o r  December 3 , 1824.
The R e p o s ito ry  la u d ed  th e  i n i t i a l  p ro c e e d in g s  and u rg e d  th e
p eo p le  o f  New H am pshire to  s u p p o r t  a  c o lo n iz a t io n  s o c ie ty  w i th in  th e
s t a t e  b e c a u se  i t s  w ork w ould  be " c a lc u la te d  to  r e s t o r e  . . . th e
u n a l ie n a b le  r i g h t  o f  c i v i l  l i b e r t y "  to  a  p o r t io n  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n
"who h av e  lo n g  g roaned  i n  th e  m ost a b je c t  and c r u e l  b o n d ag e , even
i n  th e  m id s t o f  f r e e  i n s t i t u t i o n s . "  T hroughout th e  pages o f  th e
R e p o s ito ry  d u r in g  th e  o r g a n iz in g  s ta g e s  o f  th e  NHCS, t h e r e  was no
m en tio n  o f  s la v e  r e v o l t s ,  no a p p e a l to  ra c ism , n o r  was th e r e  any
2 8f e a r  o f a  b la c k  p o p u la t io n  e x p lo s io n .
Many New H am pshire c i t i z e n s  w ere p le a s e d  t h a t  a s t a t e  c o lo n iz a ­
t i o n  s o c ie ty  was in  th e  o f f i n g .  A New H am pshire m in i s t e r  from  a 
" d i s t a n t  town" commended th e  fo rm a tio n  o f th e  NHCS. For h im ,
■A*.
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eve ry  c i t i z e n  o f  New H am pshire m ust a c t  b e c a u se  th e  " e n s la v e d
A fr ic a n  i s  h i s  n e ig h b o r , and . . . God s a y s  to  h im , 'T hou s h a l t
lo v e  th y  n e ig h b o r  as  t h e y s e l f . He ask ed  t h a t  h i s  name im m ed ia te ly
b e  p la c e d  b e f o r e  th e  o rg a n iz in g  com m ittee as a  member, and he u rg ed
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th e  r a p id  fo rm a tio n  o f th e  NHCS.
The m in i s t e r  d id  n o t  h ave  a  lo n g  w a i t ,  f o r  th e  New H am pshire
C o lo n iz a tio n  S o c ie ty  was fo rm a lly  c r e a te d  December 10 , 1824. L ike
th o s e  o f  th e  p a r e n t  s o c i e t y ,  th e  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  NHCS w ere w ell-know n
p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s .  G overnor D avid M o r r i l  was chosen
as  P r e s id e n t ,  th e  R everend  D a n ie l Dana o f  L ondonderry  and Jo n a th o n
Sm ith o f  P e te rb o ro u g h  as V ic e - P r e s id e n ts ,  Samuel F le tc h e r  o f
Concord as- S e c r e ta r y ,  and W illia m  P ic k e r in g  o f  P o rtsm o u th  as
T r e a s u r e r .  W ith th e  e x c e p t io n  o f D ana, a l l  th e  o f f i c e r s  had  s e r v e d ,
30o r  w ere s e r v in g ,  a t  th e  h ig h e s t  l e v e l s  o f  s t a t e  governm ent.
The R everend D a n ie l D ana, lo n g  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  re fo rm  cau ses  in  
th e  1820’s ,  p r e s e n te d  th e  o p en in g  a d d re s s  a t  th e  f i r s t  fo rm a l NHCS 
m e e tin g , h e ld  i n  Concord in  J u n e , 1825. In  h i s  sp eech  h e  fo c u sed  
on w hat he  th o u g h t th e  m ajo r c o n ce rn s  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  sh o u ld  b e— 
b e n ev o le n c e  and re fo rm . D an a 's  m ajo r p re m ise  was t h a t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  
"aim s to  form  th e  w hole human ra c e  i n to  one fa m ily  o f  p eace  and 
lo v e  . . .  a fa m ily  in  w h ich  s u f f e r in g s  s h a l l  be  s o f te n e d ,  and 
f e l i c i t i e s  e n h a n c e d ."  Y e t, f o r  D ana, A m erica was n o t "one fa m ily  
o f  p eace  and lo v e ."  On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  th e r e  was n o t o n ly  s u f f e r in g  
i n  th e  A m erican C h r i s t i a n  commonwealth, b u t  a p o iso n o u s  a tm o sp h ere  
o f  h a t r e d ,  d e g ra d a t io n , and s i n .  The c o u rse  o f  t h i s  d i s q u ie t i n g  
d r i f t  c o u ld  be found n o t among th e  b la c k s ,  b u t among th e  w h i te s ,  
and th e  s o c i a l  a rran g em en ts  th ey  had  c o n s t r u c te d .
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F o cu sin g  f i r s t  on f r e e  b la c k s ,  Dana co n ten d ed  t h a t  th e y  had  
become " c o r r u p t  and c o r r u p t in g " ;  t h a t  " th e y  do n o t b e lo n g "  i n  th e  
U n ited  S t a t e s ,  f o r  th ey  w ere  h e ld  in  such  low e s te e m . B ut w h ite  
s o c i e ty  and th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f s la v e r y  had  made them  w hat th e y  w e re . 
B lack s  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta t e s  w ere n o t  happy b e c a u se  " e v e r y th in g  a round  
them , e v e r y th in g  th e y  s e e ,  o r  h e a r ,  o r  f e e l ,  t e l l s  them t h a t  th e y  
a re  a  d e s p is e d ,  d eg rad ed  r a c e . "  In  t h i s  s e n s e ,  th e  famous p h r a s e ,
" a l l  men a re  c r e a te d  e q u a l"  ra n g  h o llo w .
Dana w ent on to  e x p la in  t h a t  i f  th e  f r e e  b la c k s  w ere d e b a se d , 
th e  s la v e s  w ere even  more s o . S la v e ry ,  " th e  b l a c k e s t  page i n  a l l  
th e  a n n a ls  o f  human crim e and c r u e l ty  and s u f f e r i n g , "  was n o t  o n ly  
a  h o r r i d  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  A f r ic a n s ,  b u t  i t  was a ls o  a  c an c e ro u s  
grow th on th e  A m erican r e p u b l i c  and upon th e  p u r i t y  o f  A m erican 
C h r i s t i a n i t y .  S la v e ry  was " th e  f o u l e s t  b l o t  on th e  fa c e  o f  o u r 
c o u n try ;  a g a n g re n e , c o r ro d in g  i t s  v e ry  v i t a l s . "  The r e p u b l i c ’s 
in d u lg e n c e  in  s la v e r y  was "d e b a s in g  i t s  m o ra ls  and m an n ers , e n f e e b l in g  
i t s  e n e r g ie s ,  o b s t r u c t in g  i t s  im p ro v em en ts , b l a s t i n g  i t s  v e ry  s o i l  
w ith  s t e r i l i t y ,  and th r e a te n in g  to  d e lu g e  i t  w ith  b lo o d ."  By 
in d u lg in g  s l a v e r y ,  A m erican c i t i z e n s  w ere  c o n ta m in a tin g  th e m se lv e s  
and s t r a y in g  from  th e  p a th  o f  C h r i s t i a n  r ig h te o u s n e s s .
D an a 's  em phasis i s  i n s t r u c t i v e .  T ru e , h e  acknow ledged t h a t  
f r e e  b la c k s  w ere  c o r ru p t  and d e g ra d ed . But he  d id  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
b la c k s  w ere  in h e r e n t ly  s o .  The n a tu r e  o f  w h ite  A m erican s o c ie ty  
d eg rad ed  them . N o tin g  t h a t  some A m ericans h e ld  t h a t  b la c k s  b e lo n g ed  
to  a n o th e r  s p e c ie s ,  Dana r e t o r t e d :  " C o ld -h e a r te d ,  h a t e f u l ,  im pious
p r e te n s e ! "  B lack s  w ere  human b e in g s ,  c a p a b le  o f  human p ro g re s s  i f  
o n ly  w h ite s  w ould a llo w  them to  p r o g r e s s .  But s in c e  w h ite s  r e fu s e d
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to  do s o ,  c o lo n iz a t io n  rem ain ed  th e  o n ly  p r a c t i c a l  r e c o u r s e .  B lack s  
co u ld  n e v e r  p ro s p e r  in  A m erica b e c a u se  o f  th e  c o lo r  o f  t h e i r  s k in .
W ith a  p la y  on w o rd s , Dana n o te d  t h a t  b la c k s  w ere " g u i l t y  o f  a  s k i n ,"  
a  s k in  "many sh ad es  d a rk e r  th a n  o u r ow n." S a r c a s t i c a l l y ,  he  p o in te d  
o u t ,  t h a t  i f  b la c k s  w ere  g u i l t y  o f  b e in g  b la c k ,  th e n  th ey  w ere 
u n d o u b ted ly  g u i l t y  o f  e n s la v in g  and d e b a s in g  th e m se lv e s  as w e l l .
Dana was e x p l i c i t  i n  d e fe n d in g  b la c k s .  Y e t, one i s  s t r u c k  by
h i s  o b s e s s io n  w ith  th e  g u i l t  and s i n  o f  w h ite  s o c i e ty .  U n q u e s tio n a b ly ,
s i n  was th e  param ount co n ce rn  in  h i s  a n a l y s i s .  T hus, th e  a c t  o f
e n s la v in g  was doub ly  w ic k ed : an e n s la v e d  human b e in g  l o s t  h i s
freedom  w h ile  th e  e n s la v e r  l o s t  h i s  C h r i s t i a n  c h a r i t y .  C le a r ly  th e
e n s la v e r  was i n v i t i n g  G od 's  w ra th :
S la v e ry  . . . i s  an o u tra g e  on th e  a u th o r i t y  o f  th e  God in  
H eaven. I t  i s  a  d i r e c t  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h a t  E te r n a l  Law 
w hich b id s  u s  lo v e  o u r  fe llo w  c r e a tu r e s  as  o u r s e lv e s ;  
w hich b id s  us t r e a t  each  fe l lo w  c r e a tu r e  as a n o th e r  s e l f .
In  a d d i t io n ,  Dana was im p a t ie n t  w ith  th o s e  who h e ld  t h a t  
s o u th e rn  s la v e h o ld e r s  o f  th e  1 8 2 0 's  w ere  n o t g u i l t y  o f  th e  s i n  o f  
s l a v e r y ,  s in c e  th e y  m ere ly  had  in h e r i t e d  t h e i r  s la v e s  from  t h e i r  
f a th e r s  and g r a n d f a th e r s .  For Dana, "m odern" s la v e h o ld e r s  w ere 
g u i l t y  b e ca u se  th e y  i n s i s t e d  on c l in g in g  to  th e  s i n  o f  t h e i r  f a t h e r s .  
A l l  s la v e h o ld e r s  and t h e i r  d e fe n d e rs  w ould rem ain  g u i l t y  o f  v i o l a t i n g  
G od's law " u n t i l  we h av e  em ployed e v e ry  p r a c t i c a b l e  e f f o r t  to  r i d  
o u rs e lv e s  o f t h i s  e v i l . "
Dana ex ten d e d  h i s  a n a ly s i s  f u r t h e r  by d e c la r in g  th a t  s la v e r y  
was a n a t i o n a l  s i n .  I f  s o u th e rn  s la v e h o ld e r s  w ere g u i l t y ,  so  to o  
w ere n o r th e r n e r s .  In  p le a d in g  f o r  New H am pshire men to  s u p p o r t  
th e  c o lo n iz a t io n  s o c i e t y ,  Dana ch arg ed  t h a t  th o s e  l i v i n g  " in  t h i s  
N o rth e rn  c lim e [a re  n o t ]  exempt from  t h a t  enormous g u i l t  c o n n ec ted
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w ith  s l a v e r y ,  and th e  s la v e  t r a d e ,  w hich  we are. so  read y  to
a p p r o p r ia te  to  o u r  b r e th r e n  in  d i s t a n t  S t a t e s . "  In d e e d , New
E n g lan d e rs  had  c o n t r ib u te d  s h ip s  and s a i l o r s  to  " t h i s  inhuman
t r a f f i c k " ;  th e  fo rg e s  "w hich  have  fram ed f e t t e r s  and m anacles f o r
th e  lim bs o f  u n o ffe n d in g  A f r ic a n s "  w ere to  be  found  i n  m ost n o n -
s la v e h o ld in g  New E ng land  s t a t e s .  The g u i l t  o f  th e  s la v e  t r a d e
and o f  s la v e r y  was t h e r e f o r e  a n a t i o n a l  g u i l t , n o t  a  s e c t i o n a l  o ne .
"Few ," Dana c o n tin u e d , "few  in d e e d , i n  any p a r t  o f  th e  la n d ,  have
done w hat th e y  co u ld  to  p u rg e  th e m se lv e s  and t h e i r  c o u n try  from
t h i s  f o u l  s t a i n . "  What was to  be  done? "L e t o u r w hole c o u n try ,
p o l lu te d  as i t  i s  w ith  th e  b lo o d  o f  A f r i c a ,  c o n fe ss  i t s  g u i l t ,
31and r e s o r t  to  th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  D iv in e  Redemer f o r  p a rd o n ."
I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  f o r  Dana, and f o r  th e  R e p o s ito ry  as  w e l l ,  th e  
a c t  o f  c o lo n iz a t io n  was an a c t  o f  l i b e r a t i o n .  B ut l i b e r a t i o n  f o r  
whom? C le a r ly ,  th e  b la c k  w ould be l i b e r a t e d  from  h i s  b o n d s . B ut 
one i s  fo rc e d  to  c o n c lu d e— e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  re a d in g  D an a 's  p le a — 
t h a t  th e  more c o n s e q u e n t ia l  and s u b s t a n t i a l  l i b e r a t i o n  w ould come 
f o r  w h i te s .  By e n d in g  b la c k  bondage, w h ite s  w ould b e  l i b e r a t e d  from  
a g h a s t ly  and u n sp e a k a b le  s i n ,  one in  w hich  th ey  had  in d u lg e d  f o r  
a g e s . By a b o l i s h in g  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  and by s e n d in g  b la c k s  home, 
one e x o rc iz e d  a g r e a t  e v i l  from  th e  la n d . A tonem ent f o r  s in s  w ould 
n a t u r a l l y  fo l lo w . In  t h i s  s e n s e ,  c o lo n iz a t io n  was th e  a g e n t o f  God.
The o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  w ere so  im p re sse d  w ith  D an a 's  a d d re s s
t h a t  th ey  d e c id e d  to  p u b l i s h  i t  and sen d  c o p ie s  to  th r e e  hun d red
"g en tlem en " th ro u g h o u t th e  s t a t e  "who i t  was th o u g h t w ould e x e r t  
t h e i r  in f lu e n c e  in  f a v o r  o f  o u r o b j e c t . "  In  a d d i t i o n ,  c o p ie s  w ere  
s e n t  to  ch u rch es  th ro u g h o u t New H am pshire w ith  th e  hope t h a t  a
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32t r u l y  Q i r i s t i a n  body w ould  n o t r e f u s e  d o n a t io n s .
I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  a s c e r t a i n  w h e th e r  D an a 's  a n a ly s i s  was s h a re d
by a l l  o f  th e  New Hampshiremen who ad v o ca te d  c o lo n iz a t io n .  C le a r ly ,
how ever, o th e r s  who p ro p a g a te d  th e  cau se  i n  th e  s t a t e  echoed  much
o f  h i s  s e n t im e n t .  For i n s t a n c e ,  i n  a  s t i r r i n g  a d d re s s  d e l iv e r e d
s e v e r a l  m onths a f t e r  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  NHCS, th e  R everend
N a th a n ie l  B outon o f  C oncord n o t  o n ly  denounced n o r th e r n  a n t i - b l a c k
o p in io n , b u t  h a r s h ly  c h a s t i s e d  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s la v e r y  as  w e l l .
For B ou ton , s l a v e r y  was "opposed  to  th e  f i r s t  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  o u r
C o n s t i tu t io n  . . .  i t  s ta n d s  i n  d i r e c t  o p p o s i t io n  to  th e  acknow ledged
and b o a s te d  maxims w hich  a r e  th e  b a s i s  o f  o u r p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .
Oh.' What a solem n m o ck ery ,"  he c r i e d ,  "does i t  c a s t  upon th e  g r e a t
in s tru m e n t o f  o u r In d e p e n d e n c e ."  B o u to n 's  a d d re s s ,  l i k e  D an a 's
was r e p r in t e d  by th e  S o c ie ty  and s o ld  as p a m p h le ts , n e t t i n g  th e
33NHCS o v e r tw en ty -tw o  d o l l a r s .
I n t e r e s t  i n  c o lo n iz a t io n  w ent beyond a d d re s s e s  d e l iv e r e d  by
c lergym en . The e f f o r t  w as s e r io u s ly  d is c u s s e d  in  th e  New H am pshire
H ouse, and a r t i c l e s  on c o lo n iz a t io n  o c c a s io n a l ly  a p p ea re d  w i th in
th e  s t a t e ' s  new spapers  th ro u g h o u t th e  l a t e  1820 ' s  and e a r ly  1830 ' s .
The NHCS was f r e q u e n t ly  to a s te d  d u r in g  F o u r th  o f  J u ly  c e re m o n ie s ,
an h o n o r u s u a l ly  b estow ed  upon p o l i t i c i a n s ,  v a r io u s  b u s in e s s
v e n tu r e s ,  and th e  Founding  F a th e r s .  One c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t  to a s t e d  th e
S o c ie ty  by p r a i s in g  i t s  w ork and h o p in g  t h a t  th e  tim e  w ould a r r i v e
when A fr ic a n s  " s h a l l  be  no more to r n  from  t h e i r  n a t iv e  la n d  and
34doomed to  a  bondage w orse  th a n  d e a th ."
In  a d d i t io n ,  th e  NHCS's A nnual R ep o rts  echoed  th e  s e n tim e n ts  
o f  th e  R e p o s i to r y , D ana, B ou ton , and o th e r s .  C o lo n iz a tio n  was
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im p o r ta n t f o r  th e  New H am pshire S o c ie ty  b e ca u se  i t  "opens th e  way
f o r  e m a n c ip a tio n "  and p ro v id e d  a  b a s i s  f o r  C h r i s t i a n i z i n g  A f r i c a .
A pp laud ing  th e  M aryland c h a p te r  f o r  r e c o g n iz in g  t h a t  freedom  " i s  th e
n a t u r a l  r i g h t  o f  a l l  men" and t h a t  s la v e r y  " i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  th e
t r u e  p r in c ip l e s  o f  R e p u b lic a n ism ,"  New H am pshire c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s
made i t  a p p a re n t t h a t  t h e i r  u l t im a te  g o a l was to  d is p la c e  s l a v e r y ,
35a l b e i t  g r a d u a l ly .
The s o c ie ty  a l s o  n o te d  t h a t  f r e e  b la c k s  w ere  u n ab le  to  im prove
th em se lv es  b e ca u se  w h ite s  b lo c k e d  t h e i r  p r o g r e s s .  B lack s  w ere  "a
n u is a n c e "  and " s h i f t l e s s "  b e ca u se  th ey  w ere n o t p e rm it te d  to  be
a n y th in g  e l s e .  Even as  l a t e  a t  1835 , when c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  w ere  un d er
a t t a c k  by  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  th e y  r e i t e r a t e d  t h e i r  e a r l i e r  p o s i t i o n  th a t
s la v e r y  was e v i l  and t h a t  b o th  th e  N o rth  and th e  South  w ere e q u a l ly
36g u i l t y  o f  u p h o ld in g  th e  s i n .
The h u m a n ita r ia n  and C h r i s t i a n  s ta n c e  o f  th e  New H am pshire 
c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  p ro b a b ly  e x p la in s  why th e  S o c ie ty  a t t r a c t e d  many 
members from  p r a c t i c a l l y  e v e ry  re g io n  o f  th e  s t a t e .  But i f  th e  
g e o g ra p h ic a l  com plexion  o f th e  S o c ie ty  was d i s p a r a t e ,  th e  s o c i a l  
com plexion  was n o t .  L ik e  m ost b e n e v o le n t re fo rm  o r g a n iz a t io n s  in  
New H am pshire and in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  g e n e r a l ly  i n  th e  1 8 2 0 's ,  
members o f  th e  NHCS w ere overw helm ingly  e x - F e d e r a l i s t s  and 
C o n g r e g a t io n a l i s t s . In fo rm a tio n  on th e  e ig h te e n  v a r io u s  o f f i c e r s  o f  
th e  NHCS from  1826 to  1829 r e v e a ls  t h a t  s e v e n te e n  had been  s t r o n g  
F e d e r a l i s t  s u p p o r te r s ,  w h ile  o n ly  one was a  R e p u b lic a n ; a l l  b u t 
th r e e  w ere C o n g r e g a t io n a l i s t s .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  o f  th e  tw e n ty - s ix  
m in is te r s  who a r d e n t ly  s u p p o r te d  th e  movement, tw e n ty - f iv e  w ere  
C o n g r e g a t io n a l i s t s ,  w h ile  o n ly  one was a  B a p t i s t .  T h is  i s  n o tew o rth y
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b e ca u se  some h i s t o r i a n s  have  p o s tu la t e d  t h a t  th e  members o f  b e n e v o le n t
re fo rm  o r g a n iz a t io n s  a t  t h i s  tim e  w ere  m o tiv a te d  by a  d e s i r e  to
r e s t o r e  a m o ra l o rd e r  o n to  a  s o c ie ty  t h a t  was becom ing in c r e a s in g ly
d e m o c ra tic  and p l u r a l i s t i c .  For num erous F e d e r a l i s t  and C o n g re g a tio n -
a l i s t  m em bers, t h i s  d e m o c ra tic  t r e n d  was s e e n  as  an a n a r c h ic a l  one
in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  s p h e r e ,  and an h e r e t i c a l  one in  th e  r e l i g i o u s
s p h e re . The "wrong p e o p le "  w ere g a in in g  power a t  th e  ex p en se  o f
37o l d e r ,  more e s t a b l i s h e d  l e a d e r s .  W hile t h i s  rem ain s  a  p l a u s i b l e  
e x p la n a t io n — and th e r e  i s  no re a so n  to  d o u b t t h a t  th e  im p u lse  was 
p r e s e n t  in  th e  c a se  o f  th e  NHCS— i t  in  no way d e t r a c t s  from  th e  o v e r­
a l l  b e n e v o le n t and r e f o r m is t  to n e  o f  th e  s t a t e ’s c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s .  
W hatever t h e i r  m o tiv e s  may have b e e n , th e  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  o f  New 
H am pshire w ere u n e q u iv o c a l i n  t h e i r  a t t a c k s  upon w h ite  s o c ie ty  in  
g e n e ra l  f o r  i t s  u n ju s t  t r e a tm e n t  o f  a l l  b l a c k s ,  f r e e  and s la v e .
I t  i s  c l e a r ,  how ever, t h a t  th e  NHCS was n o t  m o tiv a te d  by a f e a r  o f  
s la v e  r e v o l t s  o r  o f  a t h r e a t e n i n g ,  f r e e  b la c k  p o p u la t io n .
The same b e n e v o le n t  and h u m a n ita r ia n  im p u lse  t h a t  a t t r a c t e d  
in d iv id u a l s  to  th e  NHCS a ls o  prom pted them  to  r a i s e  funds f o r  th e  
e n t e r p r i s e .  U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  w h ile  many c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  o p t i m i s t i c a l l y  
s e t  abou t s e e k in g  d o n a t io n s ,  t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  g a in s  f e l l  f a r  s h o r t  
o f  t h e i r  e x p e c ta t io n s .  C o n tr ib u t io n s  t r i c k l e d  i n t o  th e  S o c ie ty 's  
h e a d q u a r te r s ,  some from  in d iv id u a l  d o n o rs , some from  v a r io u s  tow ns, 
and some from  in d iv id u a l  c h u rc h e s . But th e  money was n e v e r  enough 
to  f u l l y  s u s t a i n  th e  NHCS. The l a r g e s t  c o n t r ib u t io n s  came from  th e  
s o u th e rn  p o r t io n  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  New Ip s w ic h , C oncord, 
L ondonderry  and H ancock. These towns p ro v id e d  th e  g r e a t e s t  amount 
o f  money, m ain ly  b e c a u se  th e y  c o n ta in e d  th e  m ost a c t i v e  c l e r i c a l
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s u p p o r te r s  o f  th e  NHCS. In d e e d , be tw een  J u n e , 1826 and Ju n e , 1827,
th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  c o n t r ib u t io n s  came from  m in i s t e r s  who had  c o l l e c te d
th e  money from  t h e i r  own c o n g re g a t io n s .  The fo r th c o m in g  money,
how ever, was l e s s  th a n  th e  p re v io u s  y e a r  when th e  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s
38w ere s t r u g g l in g  to  become a  s t a t e  s o c i e ty .  F in a n c i a l l y ,  a t  any 
r a t e ,  th e  NHCS was n e v e r  a  s t r o n g  s o c i e t y ,  w hich h e lp s  e x p la in  why i t  
p la y e d  a  m inor r o l e  i n  th e  n a t i o n a l  movement.
A lthough  a  c o n t r ib u t in g  f a c t o r ,  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  d id  n o t 
le a d  to  th e  d e c l in e  o f  th e  New H am pshire C o lo n iz a t io n  S o c ie ty ;  r a t h e r ,  
t h e 'd e c l i n e  o f  c o lo n iz a t io n  was l a r g e ly  th e  r e s u l t  o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
z e a lo t s  who, i n  th e  1 8 3 0 ’s ,  a d v o ca te d  th e  im m ed ia te , u n c o n d i t io n a l  
a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y .  L ik e  " Q . E . D . m o s t  A m erican a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
w ere  co n v in ced  t h a t  c o lo n iz in g  f r e e  b la c k s  in  A f r ic a  was a c y n ic a l  
and an u n - C h r is t ia n  p lo y  to  g u a ra n te e  th e  s a f e ty  o f  s o u th e rn  s l a v e r y .  
T h e re fo re , a c c o rd in g  to  th e  a h o l i t i o n i s t s , th o s e  who cham pioned 
b la c k  d e p o r ta t io n  w ere as s i n f u l  as th e  s o u th e rn  s la v e h o ld e r .
Many members o f  th e  NHCS who a r t i c u l a t e d  a  s in c e r e  com passion  
f o r  th e  s la v e  and f r e e  b la c k  w ere  sh aken  by th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ’ 
a t t a c k s .  The w orks o f  B oston  a b o l i t i o n i s t  W illia m  L loyd G a rr iso n  
had  an e s p e c i a l l y  s o b e r in g  im pact on th e  New H am pshire c o lo n iz a t io n ­
i s t s .  G a r r i s o n ’s c r i t i c i s m  was. so  p o w e rfu l t h a t  many o f  th e  s t a t e ’s 
c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  w ere fo rc e d  to  r e a s s e s s  th e  m o tiv es  o f  th e  Am erican 
C o lo n iz a t io n  S o c ie ty ,  to  acknow ledge n e g a t iv e  f r e e  b la c k  o p in io n , 
and even  to  q u e s t io n  th e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  a perm anent s e t t le m e n t  in  
L i b e r i a .  C onvinced t h a t  G a r r i s o n ’s a n a ly s is  was so u n d , many New 
H am pshire c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  l e f t  th e  movement to  em brace th e  cau se  o f  
im m ediate a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y .
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The exodus from  c o lo n iz a t io n  to  a b o l i t io n i s m  c u t  d e e p ly  i n to
th e  NHCS's m em bership . Upon re a d in g  G a r r i s o n 's  s t i n g in g  in d ic tm e n ts
o f  c o lo n iz a t io n  in  th e  L ib e r a to r  and in  h i s  pam p h le t,. T houghts on
A fr ic a n  C o lo n iz a t io n , b o th  th e  S e c r e ta r y  and T r e a s u re r  o f  th e  NHCS
d e s e r te d  th e  movement and cham pioned a b o l i t io n i s m .  Two " l i f e
39members" o f  th e  NHCS soon  fo llo w e d . In  f a c t ,  th o s e  in d iv id u a l s  
m ost r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  New H am pshire A n ti-S la v e ry  
S o c ie ty  in  1834 had a l l  b een  a rd e n t  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s . A lthough  n o t 
e v e ry  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t  em braced a b o l i t io n i s m ,  enough d e f e c t io n s  to  th e  
a n t i - s l a v e r y  cau se  had  o c c u r re d  by 1835 to  s e r io u s ly  underm ine th e  
NHCS. 40
A lthough  t h e i r  g o a ls  w ere  n e v e r  r e a l i z e d ,  th e  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  
n e v e r th e le s s  l e f t  t h e i r  im p r in t  on th e  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t  
movement. In  th e  1 8 2 0 's  th e  NHCS s e rv e d  as th e  o n ly  o r g a n iz a t io n  
in  th e  s t a t e  t h a t  cham pioned th e  cau se  o f f r e e  b la c k s  and s l a v e s .
By c i r c u l a t i n g  t h e i r  id e a s  and by o f f e r i n g  th e  p u b l ic  a remedy to  
th e  p rob lem s o f  s la v e r y  and r a c e ,  members o f  th e  NHCS paved  th e  way 
f o r  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  th e  1830 ' s .  I n  f a c t ,  many o f  th e  e a r ly  a p p e a ls  
o f  th e  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere ta k e n  d i r e c t l y  from  th e  
c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s .  The m ost v o c a l members o f th e  NHCS em phasized  
th e  s in  o f  s la v e r y  and a s s u re d  th e  p u b l ic  t h a t  b la c k s  w ere c a p a b le  
o f  s o c i a l  advancem ent; th e y  denounced th e  s o u th e rn  s la v e h o ld e r  and 
p o in te d  to  n o r th e r n  c o m p lic i ty  i n  u p h o ld in g  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  
s l a v e r y ;  and th e y  re c o g n iz e d  and d e p lo re d  th e  e x is t e n c e  o f  a  s o c ie ty  
b a se d  upon r a c i a l  suprem acy . A ll  o f  th e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  w ere a c c e p te d  
by th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  i n  th e  1830 ' s .  In  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  
sh o u ld  be view ed as so m eth in g  o th e r  th a n  m ere f o i l s  to  th e
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a b o l i t i o n i s t s  , a t  l e a s t  in  th e  s t a t e  o f  New H am pshire.
U l t im a te ly  th e  NHCS f a i l e d  d e s p i t e  i t s  b e n e v o le n t and humane 
s ta n c e .  But th e  f a i l u r e  o f  th e  c o lo n iz a t io n  movement was n o t  t h a t  
i t  was " r a c i s t "  and th e r e f o r e  doomed to  d ie  a t  th e  f e e t  o f  th e  more 
e n l ig h te n e d  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  R a th e r ,  th e  f a i l u r e  o f  th e  c o lo n iz a t io n ­
i s t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  1831, was t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  to  a c c e p t th e  
p r a c t i c a b i l i t y  o f  a b i - r a c i a l  s o c i e t y .  Those c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  in  
th e  1820 ' s  who w ere  re fo rm  m inded w ere n e v e r th e le s s  s k e p t i c a l  men. 
A lthough  th ey  c o u ld  denounce s la v e r y  and a p p lau d  e v e n tu a l  m anum ission , 
th e y  c o u ld  n o t  e n v isa g e  th e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  f r e e d  b la c k s  in to  an 
overw helm ing ly  w h ite  s o c i e t y .  They a rg u ed  t h a t  once f r e e ,  s la v e s  
w ould  be a t  th e  mercy o f  a  h o s t i l e ,  a n t i - b l a c k  s o c i e t y .  T h e re fo re ,  
th e y  c o n c lu d ed , d e p o r ta t io n  rem ain ed  th e  o n ly  hope f o r  th o s e  b la c k s  
who so u g h t to  im prove t h e i r  p o s i t i o n .
H e re , th e n ,  was th e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e i r  f a i l u r e .  C o lo n iz a t io n i s t s  
t a c i t l y  a c c e p te d  th e  r a c i a l  n a tu r e  o f  w h ite  s o c i e t y ,  n o t once 
c h a l le n g in g  th e  p rem ise  on w h ich  i t  r e s t e d .  They w ould  n o t— in d e e d , 
th e y  co u ld  n o t— f o r  to  do so w ould be to  underm ine th e  s o c i a l  
s t r u c t u r e ,  a p r o p o s i t io n  t h a t  m ost found u n a c c e p ta b le  c o n s id e r in g  
t h e i r  F e d e r a l i s t  and C o n g re g a tio n a l b ack g ro u n d . They denounced 
r a c i a l  p r e ju d ic e  and th e y  even  re c o g n iz e d  t h a t  p r e ju d ic e  was a  
p ro d u c t o f  th e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ;  y e t ,  th e y  w ere  u n w il l in g  to  r i s k  
chan g in g  th a t  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  to  th e  e x te n t  n e c e s s a ry  to  e r a d i c a t e  
t h i s  p r e ju d ic e .  For th e  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s ,  d e p o r ta t io n  was th e  one 
s o lu t io n  th a t  w ould sav e  th e  b la c k s ,  redeem  th e  C h r i s t i a n  i d e a l ,  
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CHAPTER IT
OPPRESSION AND LIBERATION
In  th e  autumn o f  1842 , New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t  T. P a r n e l l  
Beach was im p riso n e d  i n  Lynn, M a ssa c h u se tts  f o r  h i s  d i s r u p t iv e  
o u tb u r s t  a t  a  Quaker m eeting*  W ith l i t t l e  e l s e  to  do , h e  began  
w r i t i n g  and r e f l e c t i n g  on h i s  " p ro g re s s "  i n  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  c a u se . 
L ike  so  many o th e r  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  Beach had  rem ain ed  a  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t  
even  a f t e r  th e  c ry  f o r  im m ediate  e m a n c ip a tio n  was h e a rd  th ro u g h o u t 
th e  c o u n try . He had ig n o re d  a n t i - s l a v e r y  n e w sp a p ers , a v o id ed  a n t i ­
s la v e r y  l e c t u r e s ,  and o p en ly  s n e e re d  a t  th e  movement. But h i s  
c o n v e rs io n  to  a b o l i t io n i s m  f i n a l l y  began  i n  M aine th ro u g h  th e  
en d eav o rs  o f  S tep h en  F essen d en  who, i n  B e a c h 's  w o rd s , " b e a t  i n to  me 
th e  du ty  o f  f a i t h f u l l y  exam in ing  th e  s u b je c t  o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y . "  A f te r  
"much w icked  n e g le c t"  Beach re a d  G a r r i s o n 's  T houghts on A fr ic a n  
C o lo n iz a t io n  and o th e r  s ta n d a r d  a n t i - s l a v e r y  w o rk s . In  two weeks 
h e  was a  co n firm ed  a b o l i t i o n i s t .
B e a c h 's  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  from  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t  to  a b o l i t i o n i s t  i s  
i n s t r u c t i v e ,  f o r  many a b o l i t i o n i s t s  had  tu rn e d  from  c o lo n iz a t io n  in  
s i m i l a r  f a s h io n .  W hile  th e  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t  in d ic tm e n t o f  s la v e r y  
and p r e ju d ic e  l a i d  th e  fo u n d a tio n  f o r  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  movement 
in  New H am pshire in  th e  1 8 2 0 ' s ,  many c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  w e re , l i k e  
B each , b e in g  won o v e r to  th e  cau se  o f  im m edia te  e m an c ip a tio n  by th e  
e a r ly  1830 ' s .  S e v e ra l  re a so n s  e x p la in  th e  grow ing d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  
w ith  c o lo n iz a t io n  schem es. F i r s t ,  th e r e  had  b een  l i t t l e  s u c c e s s  
w ith , c o lo n iz in g  e f f o r t s .  Not o n ly  was th e  d e a th  r a t e  h ig h  f o r
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e a r ly  s e t t l e r s  i n  L i b e r i a ,  h u t  c o n s ta n t  a t t a c k s  by h o s t i l e  t r i b e s
th r e a te n e d  any p e rm an en t, s t a b l e  s e t t l e m e n t .  A lso , th e  d is c o v e ry
t h a t  m ost f r e e  b la c k s  shunned  e m ig ra t io n  s e r i o u s l y  underm ined
c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t  a c t i v i t y .  F i n a l l y ,  and p e rh a p s  m ost d i s tu r b in g ,  was
th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  many c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  S o u th ,
w ere  n o t  em bracing  th e  scheme o u t o f  C h r i s t i a n  c h a r i t y ;  r a t h e r ,  many
a d h e re n ts  m ere ly  so u g h t to  r i d  th e  c o u n try  o f  f r e e  b la c k s  b e ca u se
2th ey  w ere a  n u is a n c e  and a  p o t e n t i a l  d a n g e r . L ike  B each , o th e r  
New H am pshire c o lo n i z a t i o n i s t s  becam e aw are o f  th e s e  d i s c o n c e r t in g  
r e v e la t i o n s  o n ly  a f t e r  re a d in g  W illia m  L loyd G a r r i s o n 's  B o sto n -b ase d  
p a p e r ,  th e  L i b e r a t o r , and h i s  h o s t i l e  p a m p h le t, T houghts on A fr ic a n  
C o lo n iz a t io n .
G a r r i s o n 's  works, can n o t b e  u n d e re s t im a te d . As th e  f i r s t  and
m ost v o c a l  a d v o ca te  o f  im m ediate  e m a n c ip a tio n  in  New E n g lan d , h i s
ideas: h e lp e d  tra n s fo rm  c o u n t le s s  o th e r s  i n t o  a n t i - s l a v e r y  z e a l o t s .
W ith th e  p u b l i c a t io n  o f  th e  L ib e r a to r  on Ja n u a ry  1 , 1831, G a rr iso n
lau n ch ed  h i s  cam paign a g a in s t  s l a v e r y ,  and in  1832, h i s  c r i t i q u e
o f  c o lo n iz a t io n  was p u b l is h e d . Both o f  th e s e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s t a p l e s
w ere c i r c u l a t e d  w id e ly  in  New H am psh ire , c r e a t in g  c o n v e r ts  to
th e  cau se  o f  im m edia tism . Many o f th o s e  New H am pshire c i t i z e n s  who
w ere to u ch ed  by G a r r i s o n 's  p le a  in fo rm ed  th e  e d i t o r  t h a t  he  a lo n e
h ad  c o n v e r te d  them . Some w ere so overw helm ed by G a r r i s o n 's  a p p e a l
t h a t  th e y  b o u g h t s e v e r a l  c o p ie s  o f  th e  L ib e r a to r  and s e n t  them  to
f r ie n d s  e v en , in  one i n s t a n c e ,  to  a c q u a in ta n c e s  as f a r  away as e ig h t  
3
h u n d red  m i l e s .
B ecause G a r r i s o n 's  w orks w ere d is s e m in a te d  th ro u g h o u t th e  s t a t e ,  
h i s  a t t a c k s  on th e  c o lo n iz a t io n  s o c ie ty  in d u c ed  many to  r e j e c t  t h e i r
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fo rm er a f f i l i a t i o n s .  Many "b e n e v o le n t C h r i s t i a n s , "  one r e a d e r  w ro te
from  P lym outh , had a c c e p te d  th e  argum ent o f  th e  c o lo n i z a t i o n i s t s
"b ecau se  i t  was th e  f i r s t  and o n ly  th in g  t h a t  th e y  knew had  been
moved in  b e h a l f  o f  th e  n e g ro ."  But upon r e f l e c t i o n ,  many began  to
r e a l i z e  t h a t  c o lo n iz a t io n  p e r p e tu a te d  s l a v e r y ,  a s  G a rr is o n  had  
4
d e m o n s tra te d . Inasm uch as G a r r is o n ’s a t t a c k s  w ere  l u c id  and 
f o r t h r i g h t — i f  n o t c o n te n t io u s  and s h r i l l — o p p o s i t io n  to  c o lo n iz a t io n  
had  r a p id ly  s p re a d  th ro u g h o u t th e  s t a t e .
W hile h ig h ly  i n f l u e n t i a l ,  G a r r i s o n 's  w orks d id  n o t s e r v e  as 
th e  o n ly  f a c t o r  t h a t  won a d h e re n ts  to  th e  cau se  o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y .
The New Y o rk -b ased  A m erican A n ti-S la v e ry  S o c ie ty ,  form ed in  1833, 
was in s t r u m e n ta l  in  c i r c u l a t i n g  a g e n ts  who n o t o n ly  d is s e m in a te d  th e  
id e a s  o f  im m ediate  a b o l i t i o n  b u t a ls o  sp e a rh e a d e d  th e  d r iv e  f o r  th e  
c r e a t io n  o f  l o c a l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  in  many co m m unities . Under 
th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  T heodore W eld, th e s e  a g e n ts ,  known as " th e  S e v e n ty ,"  
jo u rn e y e d  i n t o  m ost o f  th e  n o r th e rn  s t a t e s ,  and i n  New H am pshire 
t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  l i k e  G a r r i s o n 's ,  b ro u g h t e n co u rag in g  r e s u l t s . ^
In  New H am pshire an a g e n t 's  d i s t i n c t i v e  m ethod was to  see k  o u t 
a  s y m p a th e tic  m in is te r  in  a s p e c i f i c  tow n, o b ta in  th e  use  o f  h is  
chu rch  to  h o ld  a p r e l im in a ry  a n t i - s l a v e r y  m e e tin g , and— i f  th e  
a u d ien ce  w ere r e c e p t iv e — to  o rg a n iz e  a l o c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t  s o c i e ty .  
When th e  a g e n t 's  ta s k  was co m p le ted , he  t r a v e le d  to  a n o th e r  town and 
r e p e a te d  th e  p ro c e d u re . N a th a n ie l  S o u th a rd  e x e m p lif ie d  t h i s  p ro c e s s .  
T ra v e l in g  from  M a ssa c h u se tts  to  n o r th e rn  New H am psh ire , S o u th a rd  
d e l iv e r e d  an a n t i - s l a v e r y  a d d re s s  i n  C oncord, H ebron , Lyme, and 
o th e r  s m a ll  to w n s, u rg in g  th e  c i t i z e n s  i n  each  one to  c r e a te  a 
s o c i e ty .  B ecause h i s  l i s t e n e r s  in  m ost towns w ere  e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  he
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r e p o r te d  o p t i m i s t i c a l l y  t h a t  th e  s t a t e  w ould e v e n tu a l ly  be
g
" a b o l i t i o n i z e d , " even  though  i t  "was n o t  f i r s t  i n  th e  f i e l d . "
O th e r a g e n ts  jo u rn e y e d  a c ro s s  th e  s t a t e  e n jo y in g  s im i l a r  
r e s u l t s .  Both th e  R everend George S t o r r s ,  a M e th o d is t m in i s t e r  
and a g e n t f o r  th e  AASS, and George Thompson, a  s e v e re  E n g lish  c r i t i c  
o f  s l a v e r y ,  t r a v e r s e d  th e  s t a t e  le a v in g  n e w ly -c re a te d  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
s o c i e t i e s  in  t h e i r  w ake. Thompson, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  was p le a s e d  to  
f in d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a u d ie n c e s , e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th e  m i l l  towns o f  Dover 
and Som ersw orth . B ecause a l l  b u t  one o f  th e  m in is te r s  in  Dover 
w ere  " d e v o te d  i n  h e a r t  and u n d e rs ta n d in g  to  o u r h o ly  e n t e r p r i s e "  th e  
c r e a t io n  o f  b o th  a  Male and Fem ale s o c ie ty  was acco m p lish ed  w ith  
r e l a t i v e  e a s e .  H is e f f o r t s  w ere  so  s u c c e s s f u l  t h a t  m em bership in  
th e  Dover s o c i e t i e s  c lim bed  to  o v e r fo u r  h u n d red  soon  a f t e r  Thompson 
l e f t  th e  a r e a .^
W ith G a r r is o n ’s w r i t i n g s  d is s e m in a t in g  th ro u g h o u t th e  s t a t e  
and w ith , th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  a g e n ts  becom ing 
in c r e a s in g ly  v i s i b l e ,  New H am pshire r e s i d e n t s  c o u ld  no lo n g e r  
ig n o re  th e  cau se  o f  im m ediate  e m a n c ip a tio n . In d e e d , by D ecem ber, 
1836, fo r ty -o n e  town and two coun ty  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  e x i s t e d  
in  th e  s t a t e ,  a t t e s t i n g  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  movement was n o t  m erely  
th e  p ro d u c t o f  a  few e x o t i c  minds r e s id in g  i n  fa r-a w a y  B oston  o r  
New Y ork. The v i s i b i l i t y  o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  was h e ig h te n e d  by n o isy  
d e b a te s  h e ld  betw een  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s ,  e s p e c ia l l y  
in  th e  e a r ly  y e a r s  when th e  f i r s t  a b o l i t i o n i s t  s o c i e t i e s  w ere form ed. 
T here  was l i t t l e  q u e s t io n  o v e r th e  outcom e o f  th e  d e b a te s ,  s in c e  
th o s e  in  a t te n d a n c e  w ere m o s tly  p r o - a b o l i t i o n i s t ,  a lth o u g h  a  few 
c o lo n i z a t i o n i s t s  co u ld  alw ays b e  e x p e c te d  to  a t t e n d .  The Concord
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A n ti-S la v e ry  S o c ie ty ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  was form ed a t  th e  c lo s e  o f  one
o f  th e s e  " s p i r i t e d  d i s c u s s io n s ."  The q u e s t io n s  " I s  th e  C o lo n iz a tio n
S o c ie ty  w o rth y  o f  th e  p a tro n a g e  o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  com m unity?" and
"O ught s la v e r y  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  . . .  be  im m ed ia te ly  a b o lis h e d ? "
w ere d e b a te d  i n  Concord an d , a c c o rd in g  to  one a b o l i t i o n i s t ,  th e
s u p p o r te r s  o f  c o lo n iz a t io n  "behaved  somewhat unseem ly , b u t th e  t r u t h  
,,8was v i c t o r i o u s .
D ebates be tw een  th e  cham pions o f c o lo n iz a t io n  and a b o l i t i o n
a ls o  e x ten d e d  in to  v a r io u s  New H am pshire academ ies and s c h o o l s , some
re m in is c e n t  o f  th e  u p ro a r  a t  Lane Sem inary in  C in c in n a t i  w here
a b o l i t i o n i s t  s u p p o r te r s  d e f ie d  t h e i r  i n s t r u c t o r s  by fo rm ing  an
a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e ty .  In  th e  summer o f 1834, s tu d e n t s  a t  th e  New
Hampton A cadem ical and T h e o lo g ic a l  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  fo llo w in g  th e  exam ple
a t  L ane, h e ld  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a n t i - s l a v e r y  m e e t in g s . In d e e d , th e
a b o l i t i o n i s t  fo rc e s  w ere so s t r o n g  a t  t h i s  o u tp o se  o f  F r e e w il l
B ap tism  t h a t  a f t e r  a  s e r ie s ,  o f p r o t r a c t e d  a n t i - c o l o n i z a t i o n  m ee tin g s
one s tu d e n t  was moved to  s t a t e  b o ld ly  t h a t  " I  b e l ie v e  th e r e  canno t
be found  an in d iv id u a l  in  th e  I n s t i t u t i o n  who w i l l  o p en ly  a d v o ca te
th e  a t r o c io u s  o b je c t s  o f  th e  A m erican C o lo n iz a tio n  S o c ie ty ."
W idespread  and grow ing a n t i - c o l o n i z a t i o n  s e n tim e n t a t  th e  Academy
was even  more s i g n i f i c a n t  b e ca u se  th e  l o c a l  m in i s t e r — "a  s ta n c h  [ s i c ]
d e fe n d e r  o f  u l t r a - c o l o n i z a t i o n  s e n t im e n ts " — had d e n ie d  th e  s tu d e n t s
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use  o f  h i s  c h a p e l.
C le a r ly ,  a b o l i t io n is m  was g a in in g  s t r e n g t h  in  New H am pshire 
a t  th e  expense  o f c o lo n iz a t io n is m . The R everend D avid Root o f  
Dover n o te d :
The C o lo n iz a tio n  S o c ie ty ,  we had su p p o se d , to  have no co n ce rn  
w ith  S la v e ry . I t  p r o f e s s e s  n o t to  to u ch  th e  s u b je c t  o f
-38-
e m a n c ip a tio n . . . . W hatever m ig h t have b een  th e  v iew s o f 
some o f  i t s  fo u n d e rs ,  (an d , no doub t th e y  w ere  i n  th e  h ig h e s t  
d e g re e  b e n e v o le n t ,)  a s  a remedy f o r  s l a v e r y ,  we had  su p posed  
i t  now g iv en  u p .10
I f  c o lo n iz a t io n  s e n tim e n t w ere  d e c l i n in g ,  i t  was n o t a l t o g e th e r
dead in  th e  G ra n ite  S t a t e ,  even  though  "many o f  i t s  b e s t  and w arm est
s u p p o r te r s  have fo r s a k e n  i t  f o r  th e  g r e a t  and e f f i c i e n t  p r i n c i p l e
o f  im m ed ia te , u n c o n d it io n a l  e m a n c ip a t io n ." ^  A lthough  o n ly  rem nan ts
o f  th e  s t a t e ’s  c o lo n iz a t io n  s o c ie ty  rem ained  by th e  m id -1 8 3 0 's ,
m ost a b o l i t i o n i s t s  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  i t s  s tu b b o rn  s u p p o r te r s  c o n s t i t u t e d
an em barrassm en t f o r  New H am pshire. One a b o l i t i o n i s t  w ondered i f
" th e  N.H. C o lo n iz a t io n  S o c ie ty  w i l l  d eg rad e  o u r  S ta t e  by h o ld in g
i t s  a n n u a l m eetin g  t h i s  y e a r ,  and p o l l u t e  th e  a lr e a d y  [ p o l lu te d  N .H .]
12O b se rv e r w ith  an acco u n t o f  i t s  p ro c e e d in g s? "
I t  was i n  t h i s  c o n te x t  o f  eb b in g  c o lo n iz a t io n  s e n tim e n t and
grow ing a b o l i t i o n i s t  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  th e  New H am pshire A n ti-S la v e ry
S o c ie ty  (NHASS) was fo rm ed . A lthough  th e  groundw ork was l a i d  f o r
th e  s t a t e  s o c ie ty  i n  November, 1834, th e  f i r s t  c o n v e n tio n  was h e ld
13a t  Concord on June  4 , 1835. W ith a  number o f  n a t i o n a l l y  known 
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  a t te n d a n c e ,  th e  d e le g a te s  p a sse d  d e n u n c ia to ry  
r e s o lu t io n s  on s l a v e r y ,  d is c u s s e d  th e  e v i l s  o f  c o lo n iz a t io n ,  and 
u rg ed  e v e ry  town in  th e  s t a t e  to  form  a l o c a l  s o c i e t y .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
th e y  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  en d o rsed  th e  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom , is s u e d  s e v e r a l  
m onths p r i o r  to  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  NHASS by "an a s s o c ia t i o n  o f  
G en tlem en ."  T h is  new jo u r n a l  c o n s t i t u t e d  th e  o n ly  p a p e r  " th ro u g h o u t 
th e  b o rd e rs  o f  New H am pshire t h a t  w i l l  open i t s  colum ns f r e e l y  and 
f u l l y  to  h i s  [ th e  s l a v e 's ]  p l e a ." " ^  Under th e  e d i to r s h ip  o f  
tw en ty -o n e  y e a r - o ld  Jo sep h  H orace K im b a ll, th e  H e ra ld  to o k  a f o r c e f u l  
s ta n c e  a g a in s t  s la v e r y  and w ould soon s e rv e  as  a  r a l l y i n g  p o in t  f o r
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th e  s t a t e ’s  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .
W ith th e  NHASS p ro v id in g  an i n s t i t u t i o n a l  fram ew ork and w ith  
th e  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom c i r c u l a t i n g  from  th e  s e a c o a s t  to  th e  n o r th e r n ­
m ost re g io n s  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere  a b le  to  
a r t i c u l a t e  t h e i r  f e e l in g s  a b o u t s la v e r y  and s la v e  s o c ie ty  w ith  th e  
r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  i t  w ould be h e a rd  by " s lu m b e r in g "  r e s i d e n t s .  The 
s u b s ta n c e  o f  t h e i r  m essage , how ever, was n o t u n iq u e . C le a r ly ,  a 
d e g re e  o f  u n ifo rm ity  e x i s t e d  w i th in  t h e i r  p u b l i c l y - s t a t e d  id e o lo g y , 
t h e i r  a ssu m p tio n s  ab o u t b o th  n o r th e r n  and s o u th e rn  s o c i e t y ,  and th e  
n a tu r e  o f  t h e i r  a t t a c k  upon s l a v e r y .  T h is  was e s p e c i a l l y  e v id e n t  
in  th e  e a r ly  and m id -1 8 3 0 's ;  b u t  even  in  th e  l a t e  1 8 3 0 's  and 1840 's  
when b i t t e r  f a c t i o n a l  d is p u te s  u l t im a te ly  le d  to  an i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
s p l i t ,  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  from  v a r io u s  g roups and re g io n s  s h a re d  c e r t a i n  
b a s ic  t e n e t s  t h a t  w ere u n a f f e c te d  by t h e i r  i n t e r n e c i n e  s t r u g g l e s .  
I n d iv id u a l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  p a p e rs  f o s t e r e d  much o f  t h i s  hom ogeneity  
o f  id e a s  and a ssu m p tio n s  by r e p r i n t i n g  e d i t o r i a l s  from  o th e r  p a p e r s .  
The L i b e r a t o r , H e ra ld  o f  Freedom , and th e  New Y o rk -b ased  E m an c ip a to r— 
new spapers  w hich w ere r a p id ly  m aking in ro a d s  th ro u g h o u t th e  e n t i r e  
New E ngland  re g io n — each  r e p r in t e d  p ie c e s  from  th e  o th e r s .  H ence, 
id e a s  and a t t i t u d e s  p o s tu la te d  in  one lo c a t io n  w ere c e r t a i n  to  be 
a i r e d — and m ost l i k e l y  to  be a c c e p te d — in  a n o th e r .  I t  was w i th in  t h i s  
c o n te x t ,  th e n ,  t h a t  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  jo in e d  t h e i r  
c o m p a tr io ts  and em barked upon a  c o n c e r te d  a t t a c k  a g a in s t  s la v e r y  
and th e  sy stem  i t  b o l s t e r e d .
The a b o l i t i o n i s t s  i n  New H am pshire— as e lse w h e re — a tta c k e d  
s la v e r y  on b o th  th e  r e l i g i o u s  and s e c u la r  f r o n t s ,  and th e  two
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ap p ro ach es  w ere l in k e d  by  th e  co n cep t o f  " o p p r e s s io n ."  In  r e l i g i o u s  
te rm s , s la v e r y  was a m o r ta l  s i n  b e c a u se  i t  o p p re s se d  and c r u e l ly  
e x p lo i te d  a  p o r t io n  o f  G od 's c h i ld r e n ;  in  s e c u la r  te rm s th e  backw ard , 
a r i s t o c r a t i c  South  o p p re s se d  an e co n o m ica lly  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  and 
d e m o c ra tic  N o rth , and a  la r g e  p o r t io n  o f  i t s  own p e o p le  a s  w e l l .
To end s la v e r y  was on th e  one hand to  l i b e r a t e  human b e in g s  red u ced  
to  c h a t t e l ,  and on th e  o th e r  to  l i b e r a t e  a n a t io n  h e ld  c a p t iv e  by 
an a u t o c r a t i c  m in o r i ty .  The i n s t i t u t i o n  was a t  once a  v i o l a t i o n  
o f  C h r i s t i a n  p r in c ip l e s  and an o b s ta c le  to  p r o g r e s s ,  dem ocracy , and 
freedom .
The r e l i g i o u s  c r i t i q u e  o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  was th e  more p ro n o u n ced , 
e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  e a r ly  1 8 3 0 ' s .  The m ost f r e q u e n t  ch arg e  made by 
th e  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  was t h a t  s la v e r y  c o n s t i t u t e d  " a  
h e in o u s  s i n  a g a in s t  G od." They co u ld  e a s i l y  a g re e  w ith  t h e i r  
c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t  p re d e c e s s o rs  t h a t  any sy s te m  th a t  h e ld  men in  bonds 
was an a f f r o n t  to  God, and t h a t  i f  th e  n a t io n  t o l e r a t e d  such  an e v i l ,  
a l l  i t s  c i t i z e n s — b o th  n o r th  and so u th — w ere t a i n t e d  w ith  s i n .
The theme o f s in  was r e p e a te d  in c e s s a n t l y  a t  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
c o n v e n tio n s , i n  l o c a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and in  n ew sp ap ers . The o p en in g  
r e s o lu t io n  a t  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n a l  m ee tin g  o f  th e  New H am pshire A n ti-  
S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  d e c la r e d  " t h a t  s la v e h o ld in g  i s  a  h e in o u s  s i n  a g a in s t  
God and ought th e r e f o r e  to  b e  im m ed ia te ly  and f o r e v e r  a b o l i s h e d ."
On a n o th e r  o c c a s io n , th e  R everend D avid Root o f  Dover a rg u ed  th a t  
th e r e  was no s i n  "condemned by S c r ip tu r e  in  more s e v e re  and unm easured 
term s th a n  th a t  o f  s l a v e r y ."  The Dover L ad ie s  A n ti-S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  
p ro c la im e d  th a t  s la v e r y  was " a  g ro s s  v i o l a t i o n  o f  th e  laws o f  God" 
and m ust th e r e f o r e  be  a b o l i s h e d . ^
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T his  them e was so  f r e q u e n t ly  r e p e a te d  t h a t  i t  th r e a te n e d  to
subsume v a lu a b le  c o n v en tio n  tim e  th a t  co u ld  be u sed  f o r  o th e r ,  more
c o n c re te  p u rp o s e s . In  1837 G a rr iso n  w arned  h i s  f e l lo w  a b o l i t i o n i s t s
to  spend  l e s s  tim e  w ith  th e  " s in "  o f  s la v e r y  and more on th e
16p r a c t i c a l  r e s o lu t io n s  o f  th e  p rob lem . A f te r  1837 i t  no lo n g e r  
was th e  c e n t r a l  fo cu s  f o r  th e  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  At th e  
same cime N a th a n ie l  P . R o g ers , f u tu r e  e d i t o r  o f  th e  H e r a ld , a d v ise d  
th a t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  sh o u ld  do more th a n  m ere ly  a r t i c u l a t e  an a n t i ­
s la v e r y  c re e d . H o s t i l i t y  tow ard  s la v e r y  sh o u ld  n o t  be c o n f in e d  to  
th e  a b s t r a c t  " f o r  th e r e  i t  i s  h a r m le s s ,"  b u t  " in  th e  c o n c r e te ;  
i n  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  to  m en 's  l im b s , b o d ie s ,  and s o u ls .
To be a b o l i t i o n i s t s  " in  th e  c o n c re te "  m eant ta k in g  s p e c i f i c  
a c t i o n .  But how d id  one ta k e  a c t io n  a g a in s t  th e  s i n  o f  s la v e r y  in  
s m a ll  New E ngland  tow ns? New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere  f a r  
removed from  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  so  th e y  c o u ld  n o t s t r i k e  i t  d i r e c t l y .  
They d id ,  how ever, ta k e  a d v an ta g e  o f  th e  one i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  e n a b le d  
them  to  to u ch  i t  a t  l e a s t  i n d i r e c t l y — th e  c h u rc h . W ith th e  a id  o f  
a b o l i t i o n i s t  m in is te r s  o r  th o s e  who w ere s y m p a th e tic  to  th e  c a u se , 
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  began  p a s s in g  r e s o lu t io n s  in  chu rch  g a th e r in g s  to  
w ith h o ld  C h r i s t i a n  fe l lo w s h ip  from  s la v e h o ld e r s  and to  e x c lu d e  from  
th e  p u l p i t  and sa c ra m e n ts  th o s e  s y m p a th e tic  to  s la v e r y .  The R everend 
D avid S to w e ll o f  G offstow n , an e a r ly  a b o l i t i o n i s t  and C o n g re g a tio n a l 
m in i s t e r ,  h e ld  a chu rch  m ee tin g  in  w hich he h e lp e d  p a ss  r e s o lu t io n s  
condemning s la v e r y  as a  s i n  and a f f i r m in g  t h a t  th e  G offstow n 
C o n g re g a tio n a l Church "c a n n o t c o n s c ie n t io u s ly  adm it to  o u r communion
any one who i s  e i t h e r  a  s la v e h o ld e r ,  a s l a v e - d e a l e r ,  o r  a  s la v e  
18d r i v e r . "  New H am pshire Ant ± -S la v e ry  a g e n t George S t o r r s ,  n o tin g
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t h a t  th e  C o n g re g a tio n a l church  i n  A c to n , M a ssa c h u se tts  c lo s e d  i t s
p u l p i t  to  s l a v e h o ld e r s ,  u rg ed  New H am pshire ch u rch es  to  fo llo w
s u i t  b e ca u se  C h r i s t i a n s  sh o u ld  n o t  a llo w  th o s e  who p r a c t i c e  "h eav en -
19d a r in g  s i n s "  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  any c h u rc h .
At l e a s t  one ch u rch  in  each  o f  th e  f o r ty - o n e  towns b o a s t in g
a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  fo rm a lly  announced th a t  t h e i r  d oo rs  w ould be
c lo s e d  to  th o s e  who w ere even p a r t i a l l y  t a i n t e d  w ith  " th e  h e in o u s  
20s i n  o f  s l a v e r y . "  I t  can be  a rg u e d  t h a t  t h i s  form  o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y
a c t i v i t y  was n o t e n t i r e l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  o r  even  p r a c t i c a l  b ecau se
th e  chances w ere  rem ote t h a t  a s la v e h o ld e r  w ould t r a v e l  to  New
H am pshire i n  o rd e r  to  d e l iv e r  a serm on o r  p a r ta k e  i n  th e  s a c ra m e n ts .
Hut New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s — as w e l l  as o th e r  New E ngland
a b o l i t i o n i s t s — em braced t h i s  form  o f a c t io n  b e c a u se  i t  was a f a m i l i a r
mode o f  p r o t e s t  w hich w ent as f a r  b ack  as th e  je re m ia d s  p reach ed
by t h e i r  P u r i t a n  f o r e b e a r s .  S im i la r ly ,  a n t i - s l a v e r y  a c t io n  by th e
church  was n o t as f u t i l e  as i t  w ould ap p ea r b e ca u se  some d en o m in a tio n s
d id  have  co n n ec tio n s , w ith  th e  South  th ro u g h  e i t h e r  a n a t io n a l
o rg a n iz a t io n  o r  th ro u g h  a  vague ne tw o rk  o f  s p i r i t u a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l
t i e s .  The c lo s in g  o f  church, d oo rs  to  s la v e h o ld e r s  and t h e i r  n o r th e rn
a p o lo g i s t s ,  a s  w e l l  as  th e  num erous r e s o lu t io n s  p a sse d  by r e l i g i o u s
b o d ie s ,  w ere re c o rd e d  and s e n t  e i t h e r  to  th e  n a t io n a l  body o r ,
w here a  n a t io n a l  o r g a n iz a t io n  was weak o r  n o n - e x i s t e n t ,  to  s e l e c t
21s o u th e rn  spokesm en f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  d e n o m in a tio n . By n o t i f y in g  
t h e i r  " s o u th e rn  b r e th r e n "  t h a t  n o r th e r n  C h r is t ia n s  would n o t 
t o l e r a t e  th e  s i n  to  s t a i n  t h e i r  c h u rc h , th e y  hoped s o u th e rn e r s  
w ould be moved to  end s l a v e r y .  C h u rch es , as one a b o l i t i o n i s t  
m in i s t e r  i n s i s t e d ,  had  a  m ora l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  b re a k  th e  c h a in s
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o f  s la v e r y  an d , i f  need  b e ,  to  d i s a s s o c i a t e  th e m se lv e s  from  s o u th e rn
22ch u rch es  and th e  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n iz a t io n .  C o n se q u e n tly , v iew ed  in  
t h i s  l i g h t ,  a b o l i t io n is m  " in  th e  a b s t r a c t "  c o u ld  b e  tra n s fo rm e d  in to  
p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n .  What b e t t e r  p la c e  to  h e lp  e r a d ic a te  a s i n  th a n  
in  G od 's house?
In  a d d i t io n ,  r e l i g i o u s  a c t i o n  c o u ld  e f f e c t  in d iv id u a l  com m unicants
and , p resum ably  th ro u g h - th e m , a s la v e h o ld in g  c h u rc h . For exam ple,
Mary Thompson o f  Durham so u g h t to  j o i n  a  P r e s b y te r ia n  church  i n
M a y s v il le ,  K en tu ck y , to  w here sh e  was ab o u t to  move. She r e q u e s te d
a custom ary  l e t t e r  o f  in t r o d u c t io n  and te s ta m e n t o f  f a i t h  from  th e
Reverend A lvan Tobey, h e r  C o n g re g a tio n a l m in i s t e r  in  Durham, to
th e  m in i s t e r  in  M a y s v il le .  A f te r  some r e f l e c t i o n  Tobey in fo rm ed
Thompson t h a t  " th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  a re  somewhat p e c u l i a r "  b e ca u se  sh e
was. le a v in g  a church  in  a  f r e e  s t a t e  and s e e k in g  m em bership in  a
church  th a t  r e s id e d  in  a s la v e  s t a t e .  T h is  was a s e n s i t i v e  i s s u e
b e ca u se  c e r t a i n  members o f  th e  P r e s b y te r ia n  chu rch  in  M a y sv ille
"p ro b a b ly "  w ere s la v e h o ld e r s .  Tobey p o in te d  o u t t h a t  " p ro b a b ly "
m ost o f th e  members in  th e  M a y sv ille  ch u rch  saw no harm  in  t h i s
p r a c t i c e .  "But i f  a  chu rch  and i t s  p a s to r  sh o u ld  d e fen d  s la v e r y
as. r i g h t ,  as a good i n s t i t u t i o n ,  and i t s  members sh o u ld  h o ld  s la v e s
and manage them  f o r  p u rp o se s  o f g a in ,  l i k e  any p r o p e r ty ,  i t  i s  h a rd ly
p ro b a b le  t h a t  we sh o u ld  th in k  i t  r i g h t  to  have  fe l lo w s h ip  w ith
them . . . . "  As lo n g  as s la v e ry  was "p ro b a b ly "  t o l e r a t e d  in  th e
M ay sv ille  c h u rc h , th e n  Mary Thompson would n o t r e c e iv e  T o b ey 's
23s u p p o r t .  She l e f t  town w ith o u t  h i s  l e t t e r .
The a s s a u l t  on "n eg ro p h o b ia "  was c lo s e ly  t i e d  to  th e  r e l i g i o u s  
a t t a c k  on s l a v e r y .  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  re c o g n iz e d  th a t
-44-
A m erica was i n  f a c t  a  " w h ite  man’s c o u n tr y ,"  and , as  s u c h , was
i n  d i r e c t  v i o l a t i o n  o f  G od 's law . H ence, f o r  m ost a b o l i t i o n i s t s
n e g ro p h o b ia  was no l e s s  a  s i n  th a n  s l a v e r y .  As A m ericans, f r e e
b la c k s  d e se rv e d  th e  same r i g h t s  in  t h i s  c o u n try  as  w h i te s .  T h e re fo re ,
th e  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  u n r e m it t in g ly  a t ta c k e d  p r e ju d ic e  and
a n t i - b l a c k  a t t i t u d e s .  Some o f  t h e i r  c r i t i c i s m  was mawkish and
s e n t im e n ta l ,  b u t  m ost was s u r p r i s in g ly  s o p h i s t i c a t e d .  F ree  b la c k s
w ere o p p re s se d  j u s t  as s l a v e s ,  and th e  te rm  " f r e e "  was m e an in g le ss
b e ca u se  in  a c t u a l i t y  " th e  i r o n  h e e l  o f  th e  t y r a n t  i s  on h i s  h e a r t , "
w ro te  J .  H orace K im b a ll, e d i t o r  o f  th e  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom . W hites
h a te d  b la c k s  b e ca u se  from  t h e i r  y o u th  w h ite s  w ere  ta u g h t t h a t  b la c k s
w ere " d i f f e r e n t . "  Once in c u lc a te d  a t  an e a r ly  a g e , n eg ro p h o b ia
u s u a l ly  rem ained  w ith , w h ites, th e  r e s t  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s .  Some o f  th e
a t t i t u d e s  p a sse d  on to  a y o u n g er g e n e r a t io n  ap p ea red  to  be q u i t e
h a rm le s s , h u t  th e  r e s u l t  was in s id io u s  n e g ro p h o b ia  n e v e r th e le s s .
A m other t e l l s  h e r  " u n q u ie t"  c h i ld r e n  " s t r a n g e  t a l e s "  o f  th e  b la c k
man. B ab ies  a re  p u t to  s le e p  by t h e i r  n u r s e s '  n e g ro  d i t t i e s ,  and
few c h i ld r e n  d a red  to  v e n tu re  o u t a t  n ig h t  b e ca u se  th ey  w ere ta u g h t
t h a t  b la c k s  w ere " lu r k in g "  i n  th e  p a th s  and b e h in d  t r e e s .  For
K im b a ll, a l l  o f  th e s e  " h a rm le ss "  c h ild h o o d  s t e r e o ty p e s  had  one
d e v a s ta t in g  e f f e c t :  "We grow up to  manhood w ith  a f e e l i n g  o f
24h a t r e d  and s c o rn  b u rn in g  in  o u r bosoms a g a in s t  th e  N eg ro ."
E choing  K im b a ll 's  s e n t im e n ts ,  one a b o l i t i o n i s t  n o te d  t h a t  
m o th ers  " sh o u ld  be  a p p r is e d  t h a t  th e y  a re  e x e r t i n g ,  though  'a  s i l e n t  
and u n o s t e n t a t i o u s , '  y e t  p o w erfu l in f lu e n c e  in  s o c i e t y . "  M others 
co u ld  h e lp  e r a d ic a te  n e g ro p h o b ia  by e x e r t in g  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  in f lu e n c e  
on th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  t h e i r  young . B ecause m a te rn a l  in f lu e n c e  was
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one o f  th e  m ost p o w e rfu l f o r c e s  i n  l i f e ,  m o th ers  sh o u ld  ta k e  p o s i t i v e
a c t io n  a g a in s t  t h i s  s i n  o f  p r e ju d ic e :
I n s te a d  o f  sp e a k in g  o f  th e  c o lo re d  man to  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  as
an o b je c t  o f  t e r r o r ,  and h o ld in g  him  up b e fo re  t h e i r  minds 
as a  sca rec ro w  o r  b u g b e a r to  f r i g h t e n  them in to  o b e d ie n c e ; 
in s te a d  o f  te a c h in g  them by p r e c e p t  and exam ple to  re g a rd  him
and h i s  c h i ld r e n  as c r e a tu r e s  f a r  b e n e a th  them , w ith  whom i t
w ould be  d e b a s in g  to  a s s o c i a t e ;  th e y  m igh t t e l l  them he i s  a  
man, to  whom h i s  and t h e i r  Maker saw m eet to  g iv e  a  s k in  
d i f f e r e n t  from  t h e i r  own, b u t  who i s  n e v e r th e le s s  e n t i t l e d  
to  th e  same k in d  t r e a tm e n t ,  th e  same r e s p e c t ,  t h a t  he would 
be e n t i t l e d  to  w ere  he a w h ite  m a n .^
In  a  s im i l a r  v e in ,  th e  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  r e a c te d
s h a r p ly  to  th e  w h ite  f e a r s  o f  am alg am atio n , u s u a l ly  w ith  s c o r n .  Upon
le a r n in g  t h a t  R.R. G u rle y , S e c re ta r y  o f  th e  A m erican C o lo n iz a t io n
S o c ie ty ,  had  denounced am alg am atio n , N a th a n ie l  P . R ogers o f  Plym outh
resp o n d ed  by a t te m p tin g  to  " q u ie t  th e  m a rr ia g e -d re a d in g  S e c r e ta r y ."
R ogers s a r c a s t i c a l l y  rem inded  G urley  " th a t  th e  c o lo re d  man, when
f r e e d ,  can c o n s u l t  h i s  own s o v e re ig n  t a s t e  in  th e  ch o ice  o f  h i s  b r id e
26. . . I t  w i l l  alw ays ' t a k e  two to  m ake' th e  h o r r id  'b a r g a i n . '"
In  o r d e r  to  h e lp  th e  f r e e  b la c k  overcom e n e g ro p h o b ia  by 
p ro v id in g  e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
c r e a te d  th e  Noyes Academy i n  th e  town o f  Canaan. A lthough  s h o r t ­
l iv e d  (s e e  C h ap ter IV ) , th e  Academy was a model o f  in t e g r a t e d  
e d u c a tio n  w hich a t t r a c t e d  su ch  f u tu r e  b la c k  lu m in a r ie s  as Henry 
H ig h lan d  G arnet and Thomas P a u l among o th e r s .  A ccord ing  to  one 
a d v e r t is e m e n t,  th e  s c h o o l was "open to  y o u th s  o f  good c h a r a c te r  
w ith o u t  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f c o l o r . "  In  a d d i t i o n ,  th e r e  w ould be " l i b e r a l  
and j u s t  view s in  r e g a rd  to  th e  c o lo re d  p o r t i o n  o f o u r co u n try m en ."  
The a b o l i t i o n i s t s  hoped Noyes Academy w ould p rove  th a t  once b le s s e d
w ith  p ro p e r  e d u c a t io n ,  any man co u ld  r i s e ,  in c lu d in g  th e  h a te d
27n o r th e rn  f r e e  b la c k .
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T ak ing  t h e i r  m is s io n  o f  i n t e g r a t e d  e d u c a tio n  s e r i o u s l y ,
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  th e  Canaan a re a  and th ro u g h o u t c e n t r a l  G ra fto n
C ounty, began  to  h o u se  th e  b la c k  s tu d e n ts  i n  t h e i r  hom es, a t
c o n s id e ra b le  r i s k  to  th e m se lv e s  and to  t h e i r  p r o p e r ty .  Many
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  a l s o  made i t  a  p o in t  to  e s c o r t  b lacks, to  ch u rch  and
to  be  se e n  i n  p u b l ic  w ith  them . These a c t i v i t i e s  o ffe n d e d  th e
s e n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  m ost n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t s , and d e n u n c ia t io n s  o f  th e
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and Noyes Academy w ere  num erous in  s t a t e  and l o c a l
p a p e r s .  F e a r f u l  t h a t  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  f r e e  b la c k s  in  Canaan w ould
le a d  to  " ra c e  m o n g r e l iz a t io n ,"  townsmen o rg a n iz e d  a com m ittee  to  t e a r
28down th e  sc h o o l soon a f t e r  i t  was opened . For th e  New H am pshire 
a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  t h i s  r e a c t io n  to  f r e e  b la c k s  m ere ly  u n d e rsc o re d  th e  
d eg ree  to  w hich th e  s i n  o f  s la v e r y  had  i n f e c t e d  th e  N o rth .
The r e l i g i o u s  n a tu r e  o f  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  c ru sad e  sh o u ld  n o t 
be  u n d e re s tim a te d  b e ca u se  i t  s e rv e d  as th e  c e n t r a l  focus o f  th e  
movement, e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  e a r ly  1 3 3 0 's .  B ut th e r e  was a s e c u la r  
c r i t i c i s m  advanced by th e  movement as w e l l  and , in  t h i s  v e in ,  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  denounced th e  S ou th  i n  s o c i a l ,  econom ic, and p o l i t i c a l  
term s.. The a n t i - s l a v e r y  c ru sa d e  became more th a n  a  movement to  f r e e  
b la c k  s l a v e s ;  i t  was a c ru sa d e  to  sav e  n o r th e r n  l i b e r t i e s  and econom ic 
advancem ents from  th e  e v i l  in f lu e n c e  o f  an o p p re s s iv e  and a r ro g a n t  
m in o r i ty .
In  s o c i a l  te rm s , th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  p e rc e iv e d  th e m se lv e s  as 
members o f  a  n o r th e r n  "m id d le  c l a s s "  f i g h t in g  a g a in s t  th e  e n c ro ac h ­
m ents o f  an outm oded a r i s t o c r a c y .  S o u th e rn  a r i s to c r a c y  was b u i l t  
upon th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s la v e r y  and b o th  c o u ld  be e r a d ic a te d  by 
m idd le  c la s s  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  To b e  s u r e ,  th e  con cep t o f  a  m idd le
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c l a s s  i s  a  vague one , b u t  i t  was employed by t h e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .
In  a  l e t t e r  r e a d  b e f o r e  a  c h e e r in g  1836 NHASS c o n v e n t io n ,  Judge
W il l ia m  Jay  n o te d  t h a t  p r o - s l a v e r y  men i n  b o th  th e  N orth  and th e
South  so u g h t  to  d e s t r o y  C h r i s t i a n i t y  and l i b e r t y ,  b u t  th ey  w ould
u l t i m a t e l y  f a i l  b eca u se  " th e  m id d le  c l a s s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  u n c o r ru p te d
by com m ercial a v a r i c e  and p o l i t i c a l  i n t r i g u e ,  w i l l  r a l l y  around  th e
29
s t a n d a r d  o f  a b o l i t i o n , "  th w a r t in g  such a c t i o n s .  M oreover, as w i l l  
be  i l l u s t r a t e d  be low , by a t t a c k i n g  groups a t  b o th  ends o f  th e  s o c i a l  
sp e c tru m , they  a t  l e a s t  i m p l i c i t l y — and p e rh a p s  u n c o n s c io u s ly — 
p la c e d  th em se lv e s  i n  some m id d le  c a te g o ry  o f  s o c i e t y .
A ccord ing  to  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  s l a v e r y  b r e d  l a z i n e s s  and
i d l e n e s s  i n  th e  m a s t e r ,  t r a i t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  s o u th e r n  a r i s t o c r a c y
and n o t  w i th  th e  i n d u s t r i o u s n e s s  o f  n o r t h e r n  r e p u b l ic a n i s m .  In  a
s a r c a s t i c  poem. G a r r i s o n  w r o te :
For u n le s s  we can k id n a p  and p u rc h a s e  a t  p l e a s u r e ,  
we must do ou r  own l a b o r ,  and s p o r t — when w e’ve l e i s u r e ;
Oh.1 sh o ck in g  th e  th o u g h t ,  t h a t  t h e s e  d e l i c a t e  h a n d s .
Must t a k e  h o ld  o f  t h e  p lo u g h ,  and c u l t i v a t e  l a n d s .
"A n o r th e r n  fa rm e r"  w r i t i n g  i n  th e  H e ra ld  p o in te d  o u t  i n  more 
s e r i o u s  to n e s  t h a t  " s l a v e r y  te n d s  to  p la c e  p r o p e r ty  i n  t h e  hands o f  
th e  few, to  c r e a t e  an a r i s t o c r a c y  founded  upon w e a l th .  We have 
alw ays been  ta u g h t  . . . t h a t  such  a r i s t o c r a c y  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  
th e  g en iu s  o f  o u r  r e p u b l i c a n  i n s t i t u t i o n s . "  S im ple Yankee f a r m e r s ,  
f a r  from b e in g  w e a l th y ,  w ere  n e v e r t h e l e s s  m o ra l ly  s u p e r i o r  to  th e  
s o u th e r n  s l a v e h o ld e r s  b e c a u s e  th e y  w ould n e v e r  d e p r iv e  a n o th e r  human 
b e in g  o f  h i s  e a r n in g s .  F u r th e rm o re ,  Yankees knew th e  v a lu e  o f  h a rd  
work— an a t t r i b u t e  g l a r i n g l y  a b s e n t  from  th e  s o u th e r n  a r i s t o c r a c y ' s  
c u l t u r a l  m i l i e u .  W hite s l a v e h o l d e r s  c o u ld ,  i f  need  b e ,  work i n  th e  
b r o i l i n g  sun  j u s t  as r e a d i l y  as b l a c k  s l a v e s ,  b u t  " th o s e  who have
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b een  h a b i t u a t e d  to  i d l e n e s s  and lu x u r io u s  inodes o f  l i f e  a r e  d o u b t l e s s
31u n w i l l in g  to  w o rk ."
The a b o l i t i o n i s t  a t t a c k s  on a r i s t o c r a c y  w ere  n o t  c o n f in e d  to
th e  South.. A b o l i t i o n i s t s  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  an a r i s t o c r a c y  a l s o  e x i s t e d
w i t h i n  th e  com m ercial and m e r c a n t i l e  community o f  th e  N o r th ,  and
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere  c o n v in ced  t h a t  t h i s  n o r th e r n  a r i s t o c r a c y  was j u s t
as g u i l t y  o f  u p h o ld in g  s l a v e r y  as th e  s o u th e r n  a r i s t o c r a c y .  W hile
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  d id  n o t  condemn a l l  m e r c a n t i l e  and com m ercial e n d e a v o rs ,
— i n  f a c t  th e y  were a b le  to  p r a i s e  commerce i n  g e n e r a l  ( s e e  b e lo w )—
th ey  were q u ic k  to  c h a s t i s e  th o s e  v e ry  w e a l th y  m erch an ts  who engaged
i n  th e  s o u th e r n  t r a d e  b e c a u s e  th e y  w ere  i n d i r e c t l y  p r o f i t i n g  from
th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y .  N o r th e rn  m erch an ts  "and a l l  th ro u g h
whose hands  th e  g a in  o f  s l a v e r y  p a s s e s "  were f e a r f u l  t h a t  a b o l i t i o n i s m
32would d i s r u p t  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  w i th  th e  S o u th .  N o tin g  t h a t  w e a l th y
m erch an ts  were c o n t i n u a l l y  denouncing  a b o l i t i o n i s m  b e c a u se  i t
t h r e a t e n e d  th e  Union, t h e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  r e t o r t e d  t h a t  th e  on ly
"u n io n "  t h a t  w o r r i e d  th e  m erch an ts  "was i n  r e a l i t y  t h e i r  un ion  w ith
33th e  s o u th e r n  t r a d e . "  The m a jo r  o b s t a c l e s  t o  a b o l i t i o n  a c c o rd in g  to  
th e  S t r a f f o r d  County A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  were "INTEREST!" and 
"AVARICE!" m a n i f e s t e d  i n  b o th  th e  N orth  and th e  Sou th . The s l a v e ­
h o l d e r  needed th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  to  s u s t a i n  h i s  w e a l th  and way o f  l i f e ,  
w h i le  th e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  " n o r th e r n  m erchan t i s  d r i v i n g  a l u c r a t i v e  
t r a d e  w i th  th e  South and he  f e a r s  i n t e r r u p t i o n . "  The m e rc h a n t ’s
p r o f i t s  from i n t e r - r e g i o n a l  t r a d e  meant "more to  him th a n  th e  freedom
..34of h is . countrym en.
O ften  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  found th e m se lv e s  u n ab le  to  p e rsu a d e  w e a l th y  
m erch an ts— men o f  " s t a n d in g  and p r o p e r ty " — to  embrace t h e i r  c a u s e .
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T r a v e l in g  th ro u g h o u t  th e  s e a c o a s t  a r e a  o f  New H am psh ire ,  a n t i - s l a v e r y
a g e n t  Henry B. S ta n to n  n o te d  t h a t  he  was w e l l - r e c e i v e d  i n  most
com m unities , b u t  he  had  e n c o u n te re d  v e ry  l i t t l e  s u p p o r t  i n  P o r tsm o u th ,
th e  b a s t i o n  o f  " a r i s t o c r a t i c "  m e rc h a n ts .  "The a n t i - a r i s t o c r a t i c a l
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s m , "  he w r o te ,  "have made b u t  l i t t l e  p r o g r e s s ,
35as y e t ,  i n  t h i s  to w n ."  J u s t i f i a b l y  o r  o th e r w is e ,  a b o l i t i o n i s t s
had  long  r e c o g n iz e d  t h a t  n o r t h e r n  a r i s t o c r a t s  d i s p la y e d  l i t t l e  lo v e
f o r  b l a c k s .  N o tin g  t h a t  a  M a s sa c h u se t ts  S u p e r io r  C ourt had r u l e d  i n
fa v o r  o f  a f u g i t i v e  s l a v e ,  John Farm er a sked  w i th  obv ious  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,
36"What w i l l  th e  a r i s t o c r a c y  say  to  t h i s ? "
The a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere  e s p e c i a l l y  f r u s t r a t e d  w i th  th e  b e h a v io r
o f  n o r th e r n  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  a c l a s s  o f  men t h a t  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  f e l t
s u s t a i n e d  s o u th e r n  a r i s t o c r a c y .  Democrats e s p e c i a l l y  w ere  e i t h e r  too
weak to  c o n f ro n t  s o u th e r n  a r ro g a n c e  o r  w ere  to o  p r a c t i c a l  to  do so
f o r  f e a r  o f  l o s i n g  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e  o r ,  a t  th e  v e ry  l e a s t ,  l o s in g
a l l i e s  i n  C ongress .  In  New H am p sh ire , Democrats came u n d e r  f i r e
f o r  d e fe n d in g  th e  r i g h t s  o f  s o u th e r n  a r i s t o c r a t s .  New Ham pshire
S e n a to r  Henry Hubbard r e c e iv e d  an "open" l e t t e r  i n  th e  p r e s s  from
an a b o l i t i o n i s t  e x c o r i a t i n g  him f o r  p l a c a t i n g  an i n s o l e n t  s o u th e r n
a r i s t o c r a c y .  "Had a  f o r e i g n e r  . . . h e a r d  y o u r  sp eech  . . .  he  would
d o u b t le s s  have co n c lu d ed  t h a t  you were a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  n o t  o f  New
England r e p u b l i c a n  p r i n c i p l e s ,  b u t  o f  t h e  S o u th e rn  a r i s t o c r a t i c  
37d o c t r i n e . "  The l e t t e r  was r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  f o r  i n  th e  1830’ s and 
1840’s ,  ev ery  D em ocra tic  Governor and S e n a to r  from th e  s t a t e  was 
v i l i f i e d  in  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  p r e s s  f o r  a l i g n i n g  h im s e l f  w i th  th e  
" s l a v e  power" w h i l e  i g n o r in g  th e  l e g i t i m a t e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  " f r e e  
s t a t e  o f  New H am p sh ire ."
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W hile th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  c o u ld  e a s i l y  denounce n o r th e r n  and 
s o u th e r n  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  th e y  had  d i f f i c u l t y  a c c e p t in g  th e  f a c t  t h a t  
many l a b o r e r s  w ere  d o in g  th e  same. As a  g ro u p , a b o l i t i o n i s t s  to o k  
a  dim view  o f  w o r k in g - c la s s  r a d i c a l i s m ,  and by a t t a c k i n g  w o rk e rs  as 
th e y  had  a t t a c k e d  th e  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  th e y  b o ld ly  u n d e rsc o re d  t h e i r  
m id d le - c l a s s  c h a r a c t e r  and t h e i r  m id d le  c l a s s  w o r ld -v iew .
In  th e  e a r l y  1 8 3 0 's  G a r r i s o n  n o te d  t h a t  an a t te m p t  was b e in g
made to  "en flam e  th e  minds o f  o u r  w ork ing  c l a s s e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  more
o p u le n t ,  and t o  p e rsu a d e  men t h a t  th e y  a r e  condemned and o p p re s se d
by a  w e a l th y  a r i s t o c r a c y . "  T ru e ,  " p u b l i c  g r i e v a n c e s "  d id  e x i s t ,  b u t
" th e y  a r e  n o t  c o n f in e d  t o  any one c l a s s  o f  s o c i e t y . "  He had  alw ays
38b een  a  f r i e n d  o f  v a r io u s  r e f o r m s ,  "b u t  t h i s  i s  n o t  r e f o r m ."
The B oston  a b o l i t i o n i s t  h e l d  f i r m  to  h i s  v ie w s ,  even when
c h a l l e n g e d  by ou tsp o k en  workingmen. One w r i t e r  t r i e d  in  v a in  to
p e rsu a d e  th e  e d i t o r  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  s i m i l a r i t y  be tw een  w ork ingm en 's
p a r t i e s  and th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s — w h i le  G a r r i s o n  was e d u c a t in g  p e o p le
abou t th e  e v i l s  o f  s l a v e r y ,  so too  were w ork ingm en 's  p a r t i e s ,  on ly
t h e i r  s l a v e r y  was i n  r e f e r e n c e  to  " a n o th e r  p o r t i o n  o f  o u r  f e l lo w
m an." S la v e s  and w o rk e rs  w ere  a l i k e :  b o th  w ere  k e p t  i n  ig n o ra n c e
and b o th  were th e  v ic t im s  o f  i n j u s t i c e  t h a t  i n e v i t a b l y  engen d ered
39v i c e ,  i n d o le n c e ,  and d e p r a v i t y .  G a r r i s o n  r e t o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
in d e e d  abuses  i n  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  " th e  w o rs t  enem ies o f  th e  p e o p le "  
w ere  th o s e  who i n c u l c a t e d  th e  " p e r n ic io u s  d o c t r i n e "  t h a t  th e  " o p u le n t"  
w ere  th e  n a t u r a l  enem ies o f  th e  "poor  and v u l g a r . "  Commercial 
e n t e r p r i s e ,  he in to n e d ,  was n o t  "as  a  body" h o s t i l e  to  th e  i n t e r e s t s  
o f  th e  l a b o r in g  c la s s e s . .  In  f a c t ,  commerce a s s i s t e d  th e  w orker  b e c a u se  
i t  p ro v id e d  employment t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  s e r v e d  to  advance him i n
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s o c i e t y .  T here  w e re ,  G a r r i s o n  acknow ledged, i n d i v i d u a l  c a s e s  where
w ork ing  p eo p le  found th e m se lv e s  b e in g  e x p l o i t e d .  B u t ,  f o r  G a r r i s o n ,
i t  was f o l l y  t o  condemn th e  e n t i r e  sy s te m ; " s h a l l  i n d i v i d u a l  c a se s
40condemn th e  whole body?"
In  a  more f e v e re d  r e a c t i o n ,  G a r r i s o n  chose to  re sp o n d  to  a 
w o rk ie  by q u o t in g  Edmund Burke; " 'T h o se  who a t te m p t  to  l e v e l ,  n e v e r  
e q u a l i z e . " '  P a ra p h ra s in g  B urke , G a r r i s o n  n o te d  t h a t  i n  any s o c i e t y  
t h e r e  must be  p e o p le  i n  p o s i t i o n  o f  e s teem  and im p o r ta n c e .  Those
who c h a l l e n g e d  t h i s  a ssu m p tio n  w ere  p e r v e r t i n g  th e  n a t u r a l  o rd e r
* • -  41 o f  s o c i e t y .
W hether a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  i n  New Hampshire a c c e p te d  G a r r i s o n 's
a rgum ents  en t o t o  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  d e te rm in e .  But t h e i r  s i l e n c e
on th e  w o rk e r s '  p l i g h t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e y  were n o t  e n t i r e l y
conv inced— o r even aware— t h a t  t h e r e  was a p rob lem . In  a s t a t e  t h a t
was r a p i d l y  b e in g  t r a n s fo rm e d  by i n d u s t r y ,  and w here  m i l i t a n t  women
f a c t o r y  w o rk e rs  were  s t a l k i n g  o u t  o f  Dover m i l l s  i n  1834 denouncing
t h e i r  c o n d i t io n  a s  "wage s l a v e r y , "  some o f  th e  s t a t e s '  a b o l i t i o n i s t s
chose  to  concern  th e m se lv e s  w i th  th e  e v i l s  o f  e a t i n g  meat and th e
" C a th o l i c  menace" i n s t e a d  o f  th e  w o r k e r s '  c o n d i t i o n .  For New
42H ampshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  t h e  w o rk e r s '  f i g h t  was n o t  t h e i r s .
An i n c i d e n t  a t  Somersworth i s  i l l u s t r a t i v e .  In  th e  summer o f  
1836, a young boy was g iv e n  tw e lv e  l a s h e s  a f t e r  he  th rew  a  p i e c e  o f  
m e ta l  i n t o  a machine to  s to p  t h e  m i l l .  The V i l l a g e  J o u r n a l , a 
p r o - a b o l i t i o n i s t  p a p e r ,  w ro te  an e d i t o r i a l  l a u d in g  th e  b o y 's  
d e se rv e d  pun ishm ent.  The p a rad o x  was n o t  l o s t  upon th e  J a c k s o n ia n  
New Hampshire P a t r i o t , which c a u s t i c a l l y  n o te d  t h a t  th e  J o u r n a l ' s  
e d i t o r  s p e n t  h i s  t im e  " a b s o rb e d  by th e  b la c k  s l a v e s  o f  th e  S o u th ,
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[ y e t ]  h a s  none l e f t  f o r  th e  W hite  s l a v e s  who t o i l  a t  th e  m i l l s  o f  
s o u l l e s s  c o r p o r a t i o n s .  . . .
I n  f a i r n e s s  to  G a r r i s o n ,  he  d id  b e g in  to  r e p r i n t  more a r t i c l e s  
on th e  p l i g h t  o f  t h e  w o rk in g  man i n  th e  l a t e  1 8 3 0 's ,  and , by 1840, 
he  co u ld  d e c l a r e  t h a t  t h e  C h a r t i s t  a g i t a t i o n  i n  England was j u s t .  
However, even i n  h i s  lukewarm s u p p o r t  he i s s u e d  a p r o v i s o ,  s t a t i n g  
t h a t  th o s e  C h a r t i s t s  who t r i e d  to  c o n v e r t  B r i t i s h  a n t i - s l a v e r y
44m eet in g s  i n t o  p r o - C h a r t i s t  ones w ere  " b o th  d a s t a r d l y  and c r i m i n a l . "  
L ik ew ise ,  a f t e r  1840, t h e  r a d i c a l  w ing o f  th e  NHASS, l e d  by 
N a th a n ie l  P. R o g ers ,  i n i t i a t e d  a t t a c k s  on th e  p l i g h t  o f  w o rk e r s ,  
a l b e i t  i n f r e q u e n t l y .  But i n  t h e  1830 ' s  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  c o u ld  f i n d  
l i t t l e  s e n t im e n t  f o r  w o rk e r s .  By r e g i s t e r i n g  t h e i r  i n d i f f e r e n c e  
tow ard  w o rk e rs  and t h e i r  h o s t i l i t y  tow ard  n o r th e r n  and s o u th e r n  
" a r i s t o c r a t s , "  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  had d e f in e d  t h e i r  own p o s i t i o n  i n  
s o c i e t y .  C l e a r l y ,  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  b o th  groups were i n i m i c a l  to  
th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  m i d d l e - c l a s s  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  I f  t h e  n a t i o n — in d e e d ,  
th e  w o rld — were t o  be  r e c a s t ,  i t  would  be acco m p lish ed  a t  t h e  b e h e s t  
o f  th e  American (and n o r th e r n )  m idd le  c l a s s .
The a b o l i t i o n i s t s ' m i d d le - c l a s s  o u t lo o k  was most c l e a r l y  
r e v e a le d  i n  t h e i r  c e n s u re  o f  th e  s o u th e r n  economic sys tem  and t h e i r  
g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  and economic p ro g r e s s  i n  th e  N o r th .
For th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  t h e  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  th e  one co u ld  s e r i o u s l y  
endanger th e  o t h e r .  The v e ry  n a t u r e  o f  s l a v e r y  was u n m is ta k ab ly  a t  
th e  r o o t  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  p rob lem : th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  caused  i d l e n e s s
i n  th e  m a s te r ,  w hich i n  tu r n  made s l a v e  l a b o r  l e s s  p r o f i t a b l e  b eca u se  
th e  m a s te r  was n o t  w i l l i n g  to  e x p lo r e  new avenues to  i n c r e a s e  h i s  
p r o d u c t i v i t y .  So lo n g  as t h e  m a s te r  c l a s s  was k e p t  i n  c o m fo r t ,  i t
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w ould n o t  embark upon econom ic and t e c h n o l o g i c a l  e x p e r im e n t a t io n .
T h i s ,  i n  t u r n ,  posed  prob lem s f o r  th e  N orth  m ain ly  b e ca u se  th e
s o u th e r n  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  w i th  i t s  a r c h a i c  sy s te m , te n d e d  to  s e r v e  as
a  b a r r i e r  t o  n o r t h e r n  a s p i r a t i o n s  f o r  economic p r o g r e s s .  The e d i t o r
o f  th e  P e o p le 's  A d v o c a te , a  New Ham pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t  new spaper o f
th e  1840’ s ,  bemoaned th e  f a c t  t h a t  s l a v e r y ’s "Anaconda f o l d s  embrace
th e  commerce, th e  m a n u f a c tu r e r s ,  th e  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and in d e e d  ev ery
i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  c o u n t r y ,  and c ru sh  a l l  i n t o  one d i s t o r t e d  m a ss ."
S la v e ry  must be d e s t r o y e d  b ecau se  i t  "has  d ragged  th e  South  down to
b a n k ru p tc y ,  and i t  now la y s  h o ld  on th e  N orth  f o r  a p r e y , "  and would
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d e s t r o y  th e  N orth  as i t  had th e  S o u th .  N a th a n ie l  P . Rogers
was more a b r u p t :  "New E ng land  i n d u s t r y  i s  i n  v a s s a la g e  to  S o u th e rn
s la v e h o ld in g .
How cou ld  a sy s tem  c o n f in e d  to  th e  South  en d an g er  th e  economic
i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  N orth?  M ainly  th ro u g h  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  power.
Through p o l i t i c s ,  s o u th e r n e r s  e x e r t e d  an i n o r d i n a t e  amount o f  pow er,
w h ich , a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  made th e  N orth  " a  conquered
p r o v i n c e . "  By 1840, o n ly  t h r e e  P r e s i d e n t s  had  b een  n o n - s l a v e h o l d e r s ,
w h i le  most o f  th e  Supreme C ourt j u s t i c e s  were open ly  s y m p a th e t ic
to  s l a v e r y .  F u r th e rm o re ,  th e  t h r e e - f i f t h s  c l a u s e  o f  th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n
47s e r v e d  to  o v e r - r e p r e s e n t  th e  South i n  C ongress .  The New Y ork -based
E m anc ipa to r c la im ed  t h a t  two c o u n t i e s  i n  New York w i th  a t o t a l  o f
40,000 v o te r s  chose f i v e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  w h i le  49 ,000  v o t e r s  i n
48V i r g i n i a  chose tw e n ty .
Such o v e r - r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  a s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  to  n o r t h e r n e r s  
b e c a u se  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  S o u th ,  i f  p o w e rfu l  enough, co u ld  s low  down 
o r  even sa b o ta g e  econom ic and i n d u s t r i a l  p r o g r e s s .  B ecause th e  South
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was o v e r - r e p r e s e n t e d ,  t h e  " s l a v e  power h a s  moulded th e  m easures
o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  governm ent i n  a l l  i t s  i n t e r n a l  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  and i t s
p o l i t i c a l  economy, i n  s u b s e r v ie n c e  to  th e  w ish es  o f  th e  s l a v e h o l d e r s ,
and i n  o p p o s i t io n  to  th e  i n t e r e s t s  and g e n e r a l  w ish e s  o f  t h e  non -
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s l a v e h o ld in g  S t a t e s . "  Every v i t a l  and n e c e s s a ry  c o u rse  f o r  
com m ercial and i n d u s t r i a l  h a p p in e s s  was b lo c k ed  by th e  backward 
s l a v e h o l d e r s .  The " s l a v e  power" was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  d e s t r o y i n g  th e  
Bank o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  " a t  i t s  p l e a s u r e "  and had g e n e r a l l y  
" p r o s c r ib e d  and p r o h i b i t e d  f o r e i g n  commerce." More d a n g e r o u s ly ,
" i t  h a s  m a n i f e s t l y  so u g h t  to  p r e s e r v e  th e  b a la n c e  o f  power betw een 
th e  im p o v erish ed  S o u th ,  and th e  more p ro sp e ro u s  and i n d u s t r i o u s  
N orth  by c r i p p l i n g  t h e  e n e r g i e s  o f  th e  l a t t e r ,  and r e d u c in g  them , as 
n e a r l y  as p o s s i b l e ,  t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  th e  fo r m e r ."  N o r th e rn  b u s in e s s  
c o n n e c t io n s  w i th  " th e  p a u p e r iz e d  South" had l e d  and would c o n t in u e  
to  l e a d  to  " m e r c a n t i l e  and f i n a n c i a l  lo s s e s  to  th e  f r e e  N o r th . "  
A b o l i t i o n i s t s  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  by a b o l i s h i n g  s l a v e r y ,  n o r t h e r n e r s  
c o u ld  guard  a g a i n s t  f i n a n c i a l  r u i n  b ro u g h t  abou t by an o v e r ­
r e p r e s e n t e d  a r i s t o c r a t i c  s l a v e  p o w e r . ^
The a b o l i t i o n i s t s  c l e a r l y  v iew ed th e  South  as an economic 
b ack w a te r  which e v e n t u a l l y  t h r e a t e n e d  to  subsume n o r th e r n  m a n u fa c tu r in g  
i n t e r e s t s .  Economic p r o g r e s s  co u ld  n e v e r  be  f u l l y  r e a l i z e d  as long  
as s l a v e r y  e x i s t e d .  Y e t ,  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  n o r th e r n  b u s in e s s  and 
i n d u s t r y  was e v id e n t  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  r a p i d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  p ro g r e s s  
which was so  b l a t a n t l y  m is s in g  i n  th e  Sou th . T h is  t e c h n o l o g ic a l  
p ro g r e s s  was th e  ly n c h - p in  to  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s '  s e c u l a r  c r i t i c i s m .
I t  p roved  t h a t  on ly  a s o c i e t y  b a se d  upon f r e e  l a b o r  and economic 
growth cou ld  p roduce  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  i tem s t h a t  would b e n e f i t  th e
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e n t i r e  w o r ld .
I t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  as. a  group th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  approved  o f
th e  growing i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and t r a n s f o r m a t io n  o f  s o c i e t y .  C e r t a i n ly
th ey  s p e n t  much tim e  p r a i s i n g  i t  and r e a p in g  i t s  r e w a r d s . W hether i t
w ere  i n t e r n a l  im provem ents ,  s.team power, o r  th e  em erg ing  r a i l r o a d s ,
th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  f e r v e n t l y  p r a i s e d  such  a c t i v i t y  and grow th .
N a th a n ie l  P . R o g ers ,  New H am p sh ire ’s l e a d i n g  a b o l i t i o n i s t  i n  th e  l a t e
1830’s ,  gave a F o u r th  o f  J u ly  t o a s t  as e a r l y  as 1824 la u d in g  th e
p la n s  to  c o n s t r u c t  th e  W innepesaukee c a n a l ,  w hich would co n n ec t  th e
A t l a n t i c  w i th  th e  c e n t r a l  la k e s  r e g io n :  "May th e  t h i r s t y  o c e a n ,"
he  d e c l a r e d ,  "soon  d r i n k ,  th ro u g h  i t s  c h a n n e l ,  th e  c l e a r  w a te r s  o f
th e  L i t t l e  Squam ."”^  S ix t e e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  i n  E d in b u rg  S c o t la n d ,
Rogers t o l d  an e n t h u s i a s t i c  crowd t h a t  th e  p ro m ise  o f  s team  power
was i n c a l c u l a b l e  b e c a u s e  i t  b ro u g h t  p e o p le  c l o s e r  t o g e t h e r  and made
52th e  w o r ld  s m a l l e r .  W il l ia m  Lloyd G a r r iso n  echoed th e s e  s e n t im e n ts
by n o t i n g  t h a t  th e  o cean  would r a p i d l y  become "a  g r e a t  t h o r o u g h f a r e , "
th an k s  to  t h e  p ro g r e s s  o f  s team  power. P e o p le ,  goods , and id e a s
53cou ld  t r a v e l  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  w o r ld .
With th e  a d v en t  o f  th e  r a i l r o a d ,  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  found a most
im p o r ta n t  n o r t h e r n  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  ach ievem en t to  p r a i s e .  G a r r is o n
lau d ed  any new r a i l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  tim e and sp ac e
54would be p r a c t i c a l l y  a n n i h i l a t e d .  Rogers l i k e w is e  had c o n s i s t e n t  
p r a i s e  f o r  th e  Concord R a i l r o a d ,  c a l l i n g  i t  a " t r u l y  m a g n i f ic e n t  
e n t e r p r i s e . "  By c o n n e c t in g  r e g i o n s ,  tow ns, and p e o p le ,  th e  cau se  o f  
a n t i - s l a v e r y  would c e r t a i n l y  be advanced i n  New H am pshire. M oreover, 
i t  would b r i n g  goods and s e r v i c e s  to  i n d i v i d u a l s  who had n e v e r  b e f o r e  
t r a v e l e d  beyond t h e i r  i s o l a t e d  towns and v i l l a g e s .  The Concord
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R a i l ro a d  c o n n ec te d  th e  s e a c o a s t  w i th  th e  s t a t e  c a p i t a l ,  b u t  Rogers
u rged  i t  t o  be f u r t h e r  e x ten d e d  w estw ard  i n t o  th e  C o n n e c t ic u t  V a lley
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and to  th e  n o r t h ,  th e re b y  c o n n e c t in g  th e  e n t i r e  s t a t e .  Upon
h e a r in g  o f  th e  Concord R a i l r o a d ,  G a rr is o n  e x h u b e r a n t ly  p ro c la im e d :
56"S uccess  to  a l l  r a i l r o a d  e n t e r p r i s e s  th e  w o rld  o v e r ! "  M a ssa c h u se t ts  
a b o l i t i o n i s t  F r a n c is  Jac k so n  had  more th a n  an i n t e l l e c t u a l  a t ta c h m e n t  
to  th e  r a i l r o a d s .  W r i t in g  t o  John Farm er, S e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  NHASS, 
he r e l a t e d  t h a t  he had  made a c o n t r a c t  w i th  th e  Low ell R a i l ro a d  
to  remove " t h r e e  l i t t l e  h i l l s "  w hich were to  be  c a r t e d  away a t  th e  
r a t e  o f  1000 lo a d s  p e r  day " to  p r e p a r e  th e  t e r m in a t io n  o f  th e  
Low ell and W o rc e s te r  l i n e . "  W hile  he  f e l t  u n c o m fo r ta b le  l e v e l i n g  th e
h i l l s — th ey  were a "G arden o f  G reen"—he n e v e r t h e l e s s  made th e
57c o n t r a c t .  He would n o t  s t a n d  i n  th e  way o f  p r o g r e s s .
C e r ta in  a b o l i t i o n i s t  l e a d e r s  in  New Hampshire n o t  on ly  p r a i s e d  
economic and t e c h n o l o g i c a l  p ro g r e s s  b u t ,  l i k e  F r a n c is  J a c k s o n ,  to o k  
an a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  i t ,  even i f  t h a t  meant s i d i n g  w i th  t h e i r  c r i t i c s .  
George K e n t,  Albe Cady, John Farm er, and N a th a n ie l  C u r r i e r — a l l  
l e a d i n g  a b o l i t i o n i s t s — found  th em se lv e s  fo rm ing  b u s in e s s  and 
i n d u s t r i a l  a l l i a n c e s  w i th  t h e i r  most ou tspoken  o p p o n e n ts .  Albe Cady 
s e rv e d  on th e  Board o f  D i r e c to r s  o f  th e  New Hampshire F i r e  In s u ra n c e  
Company a lo n g  w i th  Cyrus B a r to n ,  th e  n o te d  v i t r i o l i c  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t  
and D em ocra tic  p u b l i s h e r  o f  th e  New Hampshire P a t r i o t . I s a a c  H i l l ,  
a n o th e r  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t  Democrat and Governor o f  th e  s t a t e ,  s i d e d  
w i th  B a r to n  and a b o l i t i o n i s t  George Kent i n  p u sh in g  p la n s  f o r  th e  
Concord R a i l r o a d .  H i l l  and Kent a l s o  s e rv e d  on th e  Board o f  D i r e c to r s  
o f  th e  Bow Canal c o r p o r a t i o n .  I n  form ing a  G ra f to n  County R a i l ro a d  
company, N a th a n ie l  C u r r i e r  o f  Canaan, a l e a d in g  p ro p o n en t o f  th e
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Noyes Academy, worked w i th  two o t h e r  C a n a a n i te s  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n
a t t a c k i n g  th e  " n ig g e r  s c h o o l . "  A b o l i t i o n i s t  John Farmer a l s o  s a t
58on th e  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s .
The number o f  c o r p o r a t io n s  i n  which l e a d i n g  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and 
l e a d in g  Democrats s h a r e d  m u tua l concerns  i s  num erous. The p a ra d o x  i s  
c l e a r :  w h i le  denouncing  th e  New Hampshire Democrats f o r  b o l s t e r i n g
th e  s l a v e  power, a b o l i t i o n i s t s  i n  t u r n  found them to  be a p p r o p r i a t e  
b u s in e s s  p a r t n e r s .  L ik e w ise ,  w h i le  Democrats d e c r i e d  th e  d i s s o l u t i o n  
o f  th e  Union due to  th e  f a n a t i c a l  c ru s a d e s  o f  " n ig g e r  l o v e r s . "  
they  found men o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  p r i n c i p l e s  to  be  s u i t a b l e  b u s in e s s  
p a r t n e r s .  O bv ious ly  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  commitment to  economic 
e n t e r p r i s e ,  i n d u s t r i a l  g ro w th ,  and p e r s o n a l  agg ran d izem en t was so 
s t r o n g  t h a t  they  co u ld  sw allow  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  and m o ra l  s c r u p l e s  to
i'
work w i th  t h e i r  a d v e r s a r i e s .
W hatever th e  c a s e ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t ,  as a g roup , th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s
w ere p le a s e d  w i th  th e  grow ing i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and economic
s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  o f  n o r t h e r n  s o c i e t y .  A ttu n ed  to  t h e i r  own e r a
r a t h e r  th a n  some v a n i s h in g  p a s t ,  they  so u g h t changes t h a t  would
g u a ra n te e  n o t  o n ly  p r o g r e s s  i n  th e  p r e s e n t ,  b u t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  as
w e l l .  As su ch ,  th e y  a t t a c k e d  s l a v e r y ,  w hich o p p re s se d  n o t  o n ly  a
segment o f  God's c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  a l s o  an e n t i r e  r e g io n  t h a t  was
i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  p o l i t i c a l  freedom  and economic p r o g r e s s .  F o r ,  as th e
S t r a f f o r d  County A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  d e c la r e d :
The p o i n t  i s  soon t o  be  s e t t l e d  w h e th e r  we s h a l l  g iv e  up 
o u r  own freedom  to  p r e s e r v e  th e  p r e s e n t  sy s te m  o f  o p p r e s s io n ,  
o r  t h i s  sy s tem  o f  o p p r e s s io n  be a b o l i s h e d  to  s e c u re  th e  ~  
p e r p e t u i t y ,  l i b e r t y ,  and p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  n a t i o n .
C l e a r l y ,  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  v iew ed th e m se lv e s  as C h r i s t i a n ,
m id d le - c la s s  r e fo rm e rs  who were c ru s a d in g  to  end o p p re s s io n  in
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Am erica. By d e s t r o y i n g  s l a v e r y  th e y  hoped to  d e s t r o y  th e  s o u rc e  o f  
o p p re s s io n  i n  b o th  r e l i g i o u s  and s e c u l a r  l i f e .  I f  th e  b l a c k  s l a v e  
would b e  l i b e r a t e d ,  so  to o  would th e  w h i te  n o r t h e r n e r  who g l o r i f i e d  




^ L i b e r a t o r , O c to b e r  21 , 1842.
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These co n ce rn s  w ere  e x p re s s e d  i n  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom, May 2 ,
1835.
^ L i b e r a t o r , May 12 , 1832; May 16, 1835; J a n u a ry  1 ,  1831.
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I b i d . , November 1 6 ,  1833. See a l s o ,  I b i d . , November 30 , 1833.
** On th e  r o l e  o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  a g e n ts  s e e  John M eyers, "The 
B eg in n in g  o f  A n t i s l a v e r y  A gencies  i n  New H am psh ire ,  1 8 3 2-1835 ,"  
H i s t o r i c a l  New Ham pshire ( F a l l ,  197 0 ) ,  pp . 3 -25 .
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L i b e r a t o r , F eb ru a ry  1 , 1834.
^ H e ra ld  o f  Freedom , March 7, 1835; L i b e r a t o r , December 4 ,  1834 
and Septem ber 19 , 1835. Commenting on S t o r r s '  a c t i v i t i e s ,  John 
G re e n le a f  W h i t t i e r  n o te d  t h a t  "The seed  w hich he  h a s  sown has  f a l l e n  
upon a  s o i l  w hich w i l l  b r i n g  f o r t h  i t s  f r u i t s  i n  due s e a s o n . "
W h i t t i e r  to  John F a rm e r ,  August 14 , 1836, John Farmer P a p e r s ,
New Hampshire H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  Concord ( h e r e a f t e r ,  NHHS).
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^  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom , March 7, 1835.
11 I b i d . , June  27, 1835.
12 John Le B osque te  t o  John Farm er, May 28 , 1835, John Farmer 
P a p e r s ,  NHHS. E v id e n t ly  th e  c o l o n i z a t i o n  m ee t in g  was h e l d ,  f o r  
th e  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom d e c la r e d  i t  to  b e  "a  f a r c e . "  H e ra ld  o f  
Freedom, June  13, 1835.
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CHAPTER I I I
THE SOCIAL COMPOSITION OF NEW HAMPSHIRE ABOLITIONISM
In  an e f f o r t  to  show th e  w o rld  t h a t  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  movement 
was a d v a n c in g ,  t h e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  p r e s s  i n  New H am pshire , as  e l s e w h e re ,  
f r e q u e n t l y  and p ro u d ly  r e p o r t e d  th e  e v e r -g ro w in g  number o f  i n d i v i d u a l  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  t h e  number o f  s t a t e ,  c o u n ty ,  and town a n t i - s l a v e r y  
s o c i e t i e s ,  and th e  number o f  v a r io u s  a n t i - s l a v e r y  p e t i t i o n - s i g n e r s . 
T h is  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  co n ce rn  w i th  n u m e r ic a l  s t r e n g t h  was p e rh a p s  due 
to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  American a n t i - s l a v e r y  movement a t t r a c t e d  a 
c o m p a ra t iv e ly  s m a l l  group o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  and ev e ry  g a i n ,  however 
s l i g h t ,  was v iew ed as  a  rem ark a b le  ach ie v e m en t .  Because  o f  t h e i r  
i n t e r e s t  i n — in d e e d ,  o b s e s s io n  w i th — num bers , i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  
t h a t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  made l i t t l e  e f f o r t  to  u n d e r s ta n d  o r  a n a ly z e  th e  
s o c i a l  co m p o s i t io n  o f  t h e i r  movement. An i n d i v i d u a l ’s s o c i a l  r a n k ,  
r e l i g i o u s  p r e f e r e n c e ,  o r  p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n  was n o t  im p o r ta n t ,  
so lo n g  as one more v o ic e  was r a i s e d  i n  demanding im m edia te  freedom  
f o r  che s l a v e .  O c c a s i o n a l ly ,  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  p r e s s  would announce 
t h a t  th e  movement a t t r a c t e d  p eo p le  from a l l  segm ents  o f  s o c i e t y ,  
b o th  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  and every  r e l i g i o u s  d en o m in a tio n .  But such  
c la im s  w ere  r a r e :  f o r  th e  most p a r t ,  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  were  c o n te n t  to
r e p o r t  o n ly  t h e  n u m e r ic a l  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e i r  c ru s a d e .
I f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  n e g le c te d  to  examine th e  s o c i a l  make-up o f 
t h e i r  movement, o t h e r s  d id  n o t .  The s t r i d e n t l y  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t  
D em ocratic  p r e s s  s c o r n f u l l y  o b se rv ed  t h a t  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  movement
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cons i s  t e d  o f  Whig p o l i t i c i a n s  from  a r i s t o c r a t i c  F e d e r a l i s t  and 
C o n g re g a t io n a l  b a ck g ro u n d s .  The P a t r i o t  n o te d  t h a t  no " Ja c k so n  man" 
cou ld  be found among i t s  members, and  w here th e  D em ocratic  p a r t y  
was s t r o n g ,  a b o l i t i o n i s m  f a i l e d  to  t a k e  roo t."^
S e v e r a l  h i s t o r i a n s  l i k e w i s e  have  a t te m p te d  to  a n a ly z e  th e
c o m p o s i t io n  o f  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  movement, a l b e i t  i n  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d
te rm s .  D i f f e r i n g  w i th  t h e  P a t r i o t , G i l b e r t  B arnes  h a s  n o te d  t h a t  i n
New E n g lan d , and e s p e c i a l l y  i n  New H am psh ire ,  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  were
m ain ly  from  r e l a t i v e l y  p o o r ,  sm a l j- to w n  B a p t i s t  and M eth o d is t
com m unities i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  s t a t e .  David Donald h a s
s u g g e s te d  t h a t  most New England a b o l i t i o n i s t s  were  a " d e c l i n i n g  e l i t e "
from w e a l t h i e r  s m a l l  towns o r  r u r a l  a r e a s  who were u n a b le  to  cope
w i th  th e  r a p i d l y  chang ing  so c io -ec o n o m ic  s t r u c t u r e  i n  a n te - b e l lu m
America. For h im , most r e f o r m e r s — in c lu d in g  a b o l i t i o n i s t s — came
from a  " C o n g r e g a t io n a l - P r e s b y te r i a n "  and F e d e r a l i s t - W h ig  m i l i e u .
Donald h a s  b een  c h a l le n g e d  by numerous h i s t o r i a n s ,  most r e c e n t l y  by
James Brewer S te w e r t ,  who s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i n s t e a d  o f  e x p e r i e n c in g
d e c l i n i n g  f o r t u n e s ,  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  g e n e r a l l y  were a b le  to  s u b s t a n t i a l l y
improve t h e i r  economic and s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  s o c i e t y .  However, most
s c h o l a r s  ag re e  w i t h  Donald t h a t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  were f i r m ly  grounded
?
in  a F e d e r a l i s t - W h ig  t r a d i t i o n .
W hile t h e s e  h i s t o r i a n s  and o t h e r s  have c o n t r i b u t e d  to  a  g r e a t e r  
u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ' s o c i a l  b o u n d a r i e s , d i f f e r e n c e s  
i n  scope  and m ethodology have r e s u l t e d  in  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  c o n c lu s io n s .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  th e  p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  to  d e te rm in e  w hich o f  
th e s e  f i n d i n g s — i f  any—b e s t  e x p la i n s  th e  s o c i a l  co m p o s i t io n  o f  
New Hampshire a b o l i t i o n i s m .
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The s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  any e x ten d ed  e x am in a t io n  sh o u ld  b e g in  
w i th  th o s e  towns w here  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  w ere  p r e s e n t .  By 
l a b e l l i n g  com m unities  t h a t  c o n ta in e d  an a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t y  as 
" a b o l i t i o n i s t  tow ns" and th o s e  w i th  no a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t y  as  
" n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  to w n s ,"  i t  w i l l  b e  p o s s i b l e  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw een— o r  s i m i l a r i t i e s  o f — th e  two g ro u p s .  Through 
th e  i s o l a t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  common to  one g ro u p , b u t  
weak o r  n o n - e x i s t e n t  i n  th e  o th e r  o n e ,  a more r e f i n e d  p o r t r a i t  o f  
th e  s o c i a l  fo u n d a t io n s  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s m  sh o u ld  em erge. Answers to  
s e v e r a l  s im p le  q u e s t io n s  can throw  c o n s id e r a b le  l i g h t  on th e  a n t i ­
s l a v e r y  movement. For i n s t a n c e ,  how d id  th e  41 towns t h a t  b o a s te d  
a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  d i f f e r  from th e  re m a in in g  165 towns? What 
f e a t u r e s  b e s t  e x p la in  th e  s o c i a l  co m p o s i t io n  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s m  a t  th e  
town l e v e l ?  What s e t  th e  two groups a p a r t?
Of c o u r s e ,  th e  s im p le  dichotom ous c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  towns does 
have some p ro b lem s, f o r  com m unities w i th  no a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  
u n d o u b ted ly  c o n ta in e d  i n d i v i d u a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  who f o r  some re a so n  
chose  n o t  to  o r g a n iz e .  Y e t ,  t h e  absence  o f  u n o rg a n iz ed  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
does n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  weaken th e  f o l lo w in g  d i s c u s s i o n ,  f o r  a  c ase  
can be  made t h a t  th o s e  who d id  o rg a n iz e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  
were g e n e r a l l y  more com m itted t o  th e  c au se .  The v e ry  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  
j o i n e d  a  s o c i e t y  and p u b l i c l y  a t t e n d e d  m ee t in g s  made them c o n sp ic u o u s ,  
and , as  a  r e s u l t ,  open to  condem nation , r i d i c u l e ,  and even p h y s i c a l  
a s s a u l t  ( s e e  C h ap te r  I V ) . Those who may have  been  s y m p a th e t ic  to  
e m an c ip a t io n  b u t  d id  n o t  v o c a l i z e  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o r  j o i n  s o c i e t i e s  
cou ld  r e s t  a s s u re d  t h a t  th ey  would n o t  be  h a r a s s e d .  W hatever th e  
d a n g e rs ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  com m unities b a se d  on th e  p re s e n c e  o r  absence
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o f  an a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t y  a p p e a rs  as an a d eq u a te — i f  n o t  s t r o n g — 
approach  to  m easu rin g  th e  s o c i a l  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s m  a t  th e  
town l e v e l .  I t  i s  a t  l e a s t  a  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  i n  an a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  
New Ham pshire a n t i - s l a v e r y  movement.
The most p r o d u c t iv e  way to  s tu d y  th e  s o c i a l  f o u n d a t io n s  o f  
New Ham pshire a b o l i t i o n i s m  i s  to  examine th e  (1) dem ograph ic ,
(2) econom ic, (3) p o l i t i c a l ,  and (A) r e l i g i o u s  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  th e  
two g roups o f  tow ns. C l e a r l y ,  one i s o l a t e d  v a r i a b l e  does n o t  p ro v id e  
an a d eq u a te  b a s i s  f o r  c o n c lu s io n s ,  b u t  a n a ly s e s  o f  a l l  f o u r  b a s i c  
c a t e g o r i e s  sh o u ld  be  enough to  d e l i n e a t e  th e  p r i n c i p a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  
be tw een  a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns and n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  tow ns.
Because  a d eg ree  o f  d i v e r s i t y  e x i s t e d  among th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t
towns—b a se d  upon t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  i n  th e  s t a t e — i t  w i l l  be  n e c e s s a r y
a t  t im es  to  examine th e  com m unities w i th in  a  r e g i o n a l  framework.
New H a m p sh ire 's  sev en  g e o g r a p h ic a l  b o u n d a r ie s  p ro v id e  th e  most
co n v en ie n t  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  scheme. S t a r t i n g  a t  th e  S o u th e a s t e r n
s h o re  and moving w es t  and n o r th  t h e s e  r e g io n s  i n c l u d e :  S o u th e a s t
Low lands, S o u th e a s t  U p lands , L ak es ,  M errimack R iv e r  V a l l e y ,  Sou thw est
3
U plands, C o n n e c t ic u t  R iv e r  V a l l e y ,  and M ountains ( s e e  Map). A n t i ­
s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  e x i s t e d  i n  towns i n  a l l  r e g io n s  e x c e p t  th e  L a k e s , 
w h i le  in  th e  C o n n e c t ic u t  V a l le y  on ly  2 o u t  o f  23 towns s u p p o r te d  
a b o l i t i o n i s m  i n  an o rg a n iz e d  f a s h io n .  T h is  i s  i n s t r u c t i v e ,  f o r  as 
w i l l  b e  shown a t  t h e  end o f  th e  c h a p t e r ,  t h e s e  two r e g io n s  c o n ta in e d  
e lem en ts  i n i m i c a l  to  th e  growth o f  a b o l i t i o n i s m .  Most o f  th e  
a h o l i t i o n i s t  towns were c l u s t e r e d  i n  th e  S o u th e a s t  L ow lands, upper 
M errimack V a l l e y ,  S o u th e a s t  U p lands , and th e  low er m ounta inous 
reg ions ..
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P o p u la t io n
In  l a t e  1841, G e r r i t  Smith o f  New York com pla ined  t h a t  t h e r e  
was l i t t l e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s e n t im e n t  i n  R o c h e s te r  o r ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  
i n  any c i t y  o r  l a r g e  town i n  th e  s t a t e  b e c a u s e  a b o l i t i o n i s m  ’’makes 
i t s  a p p e a l  to  u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d  human n a t u r e . "  A b o l i t i o n i s t  a g e n ts  
had s p e n t  to o  much t im e  i n  c i t i e s  o r  i n  " c i t i f i e d  v i l l a g e s "  and 
had  l i t t l e  to  show f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  Based on p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  
Smith was conv inced  t h a t  th e  "more p ro m is in g  f i e l d  o f  l a b o r  i s  
amongst t h e  h o n e s t - h e a r t e d  men who h o ld  t h e  p lo w ."  E cho ing  S m ith , 
h i s t o r i a n  G erald  S o r in  h a s  w r i t t e n  t h a t  w h i l e  most a n t i - s l a v e r y  
le a d e r s  l i v e d  i n  u rb an  a r e a s ,  " th e  movement i t s e l f  was most p o p u la r  
i n  m o d e ra te ly  p ro s p e ro u s  Yankee fa rm in g  co m m u n it ie s ."  Most
h i s t o r i a n s  a g re e  t h a t  a b o l i t i o n i s m  found i t s  g r e a t e s t  s u p p o r t  i n
4r u r a l  o r  s m a l l  town a r e a s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  N o r th .
I t  a p p e a r s ,  how ever, t h a t  New Hampshire d id  n o t  f i t  i n t o  t h i s  
p a t t e r n .  W hile a n t i - s l a v e r y  s e n t im e n t  co u ld  b e  found i n  r u r a l  and 
s m a l l  town a r e a s ,  th e  movement in  th e  G ra n i te  S t a t e  r e c e iv e d  i t s  
g r e a t e s t  s u p p o r t  i n  l a r g e  tow ns. In d e e d ,  town s i z e  s e r v e s  as one 
o f  t h e  most d ra m a t ic  d i s t i n c t i o n s  be tw een a b o l i t i o n i s t  and non­
a b o l i t i o n i s t  tow ns. The e x t e n t  o f  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  s ee n  i n  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  th e  mean p o p u la t i o n  f o r  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns s to o d  a t  
1933, compared w i th  1102 f o r  th e  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  ones."* When th e  
towns a r e  d iv id e d  i n t o  f i v e  p o p u la t io n  c a t e g o r i e s ,  a n o th e r  m ajor 
d i s t i n c t i o n  a p p e a r s .  As shown i n  T ab le  1 , 36.6% o f  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  
com m unities had  p o p u la t io n s  o v e r  2 ,0 0 0 ,  compared w i th  on ly  7.3% o f  
th e  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  to w n s . When th e  f i v e  p o p u la t io n  c a t e g o r i e s  a r e
Table 1. Percentage of Abolitionist and Non-Abolitionist Towns in Population Categories.
A b o l i t i o n i s t  N o n - A b o l i t io n is t
2000 and Over 36.6% (15) 7 .3  % (12)
1500-1999 24 .4 (10) 14 .6 (24)
1000-1999 24 .4 (10) 32.1 (53)
500-999 14.6 (6) 31.5 (52)
Below 500 0 14 .6 (24)
T o ta l 100.0% (41) 100.0% (165)
Over 1500 61.0% (25) 21.9% (36)
1000-1499 24 .4 (10) 31 .1 (53)
Below 999 14.6 (6) 46 .1 (76)
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comb in e d  i n t o  t h r e e ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  become more v i v i d .  Over 61% 
o f  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns c o n ta in e d  p o p u la t io n s  o v e r  1500, as 
c o n t r a s t e d  to  on ly  21.9% o f  th e  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  tow ns. At th e  o th e r  
end o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  sp e c tru m , n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns p red o m in a ted
g
i n  com m unities w i th  few er th a n  1000 p e o p le — 46.1% to  14.6% S t a t e d  
a n o th e r  way, a  m a jo r i t y  o f  towns w i th  p o p u la t io n s  o v e r  2 ,000  (55.6%) 
had a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s ,  compared w i th  o n ly  a s c a n t  m in o r i ty  o f  
towns w i th  few er th a n  2 ,000  i n d i v i d u a l s .
The same p a t t e r n  emerges when th e  towns a r e  a n a ly z e d  w i t h i n  
t h e i r  g e o g ra p h ic  fram ework. In  th e  s i x  r e g io n s  w here  a b o l i t i o n i s t  
towns were l o c a t e d ,  a n t i - s l a v e r y  found i t s  g r e a t e s t  s u p p o r t  i n  
p o p u la te d  a r e a s .  In  a l l  s i x  r e g io n s  a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns f a r  exceeded  
n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns i n  p o p u la t io n .  For i n s t a n c e ,  i n  th e  S o u th e a s t  
Lowlands, t h e  mean p o p u la t io n  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns s u r p a s s e d  non­
a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns by a r a t i o  o f  c lo s e  to  3 to  1 , w h i le  i n  th e  
Merrimack V a lley  and th e  n o rm a lly  sm a l l- to w n  m ounta inous r e g io n  th e  
r a t i o  came c lo s e  to  2 to  1 ( s e e  T ab le  2 ) .
Membership f i g u r e s  o f  th e  l o c a l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  a l s o  
co n f irm  t h a t  a b o l i t i o n i s m  was m a in ly  a l a r g e  town phenomenon in  
New H am p sh ire .^  Based on th e  t o t a l  membership (3052) o f  a n t i ­
s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  in  31 towns— f i g u r e s  f o r  10 towns w ere  n o t  
p ro v id e d — 64.4% o f  a l l  o r g a n iz e d  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  i n  New Hampshire 
came from com m unities w i th  o v e r  2 ,000  p e o p le ,  and w i t h i n  t h i s  
p o p u la t io n  c a te g o r y ,  60.6% o f a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  r e s i d e d  i n  th e  d e n se ly  
p o p u la te d ,  n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l  towns o f  Concord, Dover, Som ersw orth , 
and Newmarket. Of th e  f o u r ,  Dover, Som ersw orth, and Newmarket were 
r a p i d l y  growing m i l l  towns t h a t  were c o n t i n u a l l y  c i t e d  by c i v i c
Table 2» Mean 1830 Population By Region.
Merrimack C o n n ec t ic u t
S o u th e a s t  S o u th e a s t  R iv e r  Southw est R iv e r
S ta t e  Lowlands Uplands V a lley  Uplands V a lley  M ountains
A b o l i t i o n i s t
Towns 1933 2729 1980 1898 1575 1979 1316
N o n -a b o l i t io n ­




b o o s t e r s  as  e v id e n c e  t h a t  New Ham pshire was b e in g  to u c h ed  by th e
g
b e n e f i c i a l  p ro c e s s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  The s t a t e  c a p i t a l  o f  
Concord, a l th o u g h  n o t  a  m i l l  town, was n e v e r t h e l e s s  th e  p o l i t i c a l ,  
i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  and com m ercial c e n te r  o f  th e  s t a t e .
I t  can be  a rg u ed  t h a t  l a r g e r  towns would n a t u r a l l y  su p p ly  th e
most a b o l i t i o n i s t s  s i n c e  more p e o p le  were a v a i l a b l e  to  f i l l  th e
a n t i - s l a v e r y  r a n k s .  Y e t ,  t h e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w i t h i n
l a r g e  towns was g r e a t e r  th an  i n  s m a l l  tow ns. With th e  e x c e p t io n  o f
P lym outh , w hich c la im ed  an i n o r d i n a t e l y  h ig h  p e r c e n ta g e  o f
a b o l i t i o n i s t s — 17% o f  t h e  t o t a l  town p o p u la t i o n — th e  t h r e e  m i l l
tow ns, t h e  s t a t e  c a p i t a l  o f  Concord, and a few o t h e r  towns w i th  a
p o p u la t io n  o v e r  2000 c o n ta in e d  th e  h i g h e s t  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s
9w i t h i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  co m m u n it ie s . C l e a r l y , a b o l i t i o n i s m  i n  New 
Hampshire found i t s  g r e a t e s t  s u p p o r t  among th e  l a r g e r  co m m u n it ie ss 
w i th  t h e  t h r e e  n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l  m i l l  towns p r o v id in g  c lo s e  to  1 /3  
o f  th e  t o t a l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  m embership.
P o p u la t io n  g row th , a  c o r o l l a r y  to  town s i z e ,  p r o v id e s  more 
ev id en c e  co n ce rn in g  t h e  dem ographic  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s m .  
The mean p e rc e n ta g e  p o p u la t io n  change from 1820 to  1830 f o r  a l l  41 
a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns was +20%, compared w i th  +10.1% f o r  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  
t o w n s . ^  T h is  2 to  1 r a t i o  i s  l a r g e l y  e x p la in e d  by th e  r a p i d  growth 
o f  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns i n  th e  S o u th e a s t  Lowlands and M errimack 
V a lley  w here  th e  mean p o p u la t io n  i n c r e a s e  amounted to  52.6% and 
19.8% r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  compared w i th  on ly  3.0% and 8.3% r e s p e c t i v e l y  
f o r  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns i n  th o s e  two r e g i o n s .  T h is  r a t i o  becomes 
even more m ean in g fu l  when th e  towns a r e  b ro k e n  down by p o p u la t io n  
group . Throughout New H am pshire , a n t i - s l a v e r y  towns o f  o v e r  2 ,000
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- -w h e re  a  m a jo r i t y  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  r e s i d e d — e x p e r ie n c e d  a  p o p u la t io n  
su rg e  o f  33.3% compared w i th  9.4% f o r  t h e  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns in  
th e  same c a te g o ry .
Of c o u r s e ,  n o t  a l l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  towns e x p e r ie n c e d  r a p i d  g row th ; 
y e t ,  i n  th o s e  towns t h a t  s u p p l i e d  th e  most p e o p le  to  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  
c a u se ,  r a p id  p o p u la t io n  grow th was th e  norm. As i n d i c a t e d  above , 
t h i s  i s  most c l e a r l y  r e v e a l e d  i n  th e  S o u th e a s t  Lowlands and M errimack 
V a lley  r e g io n s  w here r a p i d  p o p u la t io n  growth was t y p i c a l .  Not on ly  
were 20 o f  th e  41 a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns l o c a t e d  i n  t h e s e  two r e g io n s  
— i n c lu d in g  th e  f o u r  towns o f  Concord, Newmarket, D over, and 
Somersworth—b u t  63.3% o f  a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  l i v e d  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .
In  th e  M ountain r e g io n ,  how ever, a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  
p o p u la t io n  from 1820 to  1830 by on ly  14.9%, l a g g in g  b e h in d  t h a t  
r e g i o n ' s  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  tow ns , w hich e x p e r ie n c e d  a  mean p e r c e n ta g e  
growth o f  c lo s e  to  31%. The same was t r u e  w i th  th e  S o u th e a s t  U plands, 
Southw est U plands, and th e  C o n n e c t ic u t  R iv e r  V a l le y :  a b o l i t i o n i s t
towns i n  th e s e  r e g io n s  e x p e r ie n c e d  a s m a l l e r  mean p o p u la t io n  growth 
th a n  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  com m unitie s .  Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  th ey  s u p p l i e d  
th e  l e a s t  number o f  p e o p le  to  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  c au se .  ^
T rue , a b o l i t i o n i s m  found s u p p o r t  among i n d i v i d u a l s  l i v i n g  in  
l a r g e  and s m a l l  tow ns, a g r i c u l t u r a l  and n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l  tow ns , towns 
w ith, phenomenal growth r a t e s  and towns w i th  l e s s  r a p i d  g row th . But 
when th e  d a ta  a r e  a n a ly z e d  c l o s e l y ,  i t  i s  a p p a re n t  t h a t  th e  m a jo r i t y  
o f  o rg a n iz e d  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  New Hampshire came from r a p i d l y  
growing towns o f  ov e r  2 ,000  p e o p le ,  w i th  a s i z e a b l e  p r o p o r t i o n — 1 /3 — 
o r i g i n a t i n g  i n  n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l , d e n se ly  p o p u la te d  m i l l  towns i n  th e  
S o u th e a s t  Lowlands.
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W ealth
Not on ly  were a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns as a group more h e a v i l y
p o p u la te d  th a n  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  o n e s ,  th e y  w ere  a l s o  s l i g h t l y
w e a l t h i e r .  W ealth  i s  a  d i f f i c u l t  v a r i a b l e  to  m e asu re ,  e s p e c i a l l y
a t  th e  a g g re g a te  l e v e l  o f  tow ns. But th e  s t a t e  t a x  a s se s s m e n t  f o r
i n d i v i d u a l  com m unities p r o v id e s  an i n d i c a t o r  o f  r e l a t i v e  w e a l th .
D uring  t h e  1 8 3 0 's ,  t h e  s t a t e  p e r i o d i c a l l y  a s s e s s e d  a l l  p r o p e r ty
i n  each  town and s e t  a  f i g u r e  t h a t  towns w ere  to  pay . T h is  f i g u r e
was b a se d  upon $1 ,000 p e r  1 ,000  r e s i d e n t s .  H ence, an in d e x  o f  town
w e a l th  can be  c r e a t e d  by d i v i d i n g  th e  a s s e s s e d  t a x  by th e  p o p u la t io n
and m u l t i p l y i n g  by 1 ,0 0 0 .  T h is  f i g u r e  a t  l e a s t  f u r n i s h e s  an a d eq u a te
12gauge o f  town w e a l th  f o r  p u rp o se s  o f  com parison  among com m unities .
The p u rp o se s  o f  t h i s  a n a l y s i s , towns w ere  ran k ed  from th e
h i g h e s t  t a x  r a t e  to  th e  lo w e s t  and th e n  d iv id e d  i n t o  f i v e  g roups
13by means o f  a h i e r a r c h i c a l  c l u s t e r i n g  te c h n iq u e .  As T ab le  3 
i l l u s t r a t e s ,  a s u b s t a n t i a l  m a j o r i t y  o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  towns was
Table  3. P e rc e n ta g e  Of Towns W ith in  W ealth  C a te g o r ie s
W ealth  C a te g o r ie s  A b o l i t i o n i s t  Towns N o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  Towns
Over $5.00 2.4% (1) 3.6% (6)
$ 4 .0 0 -$ 5 .0 0 31 .7 (13) 23 .6 (39)
$ 3 .4 3 -$ 3 .9 9 36 .6 (15) 2 7 .3 (45)
$ 3 .0 1 -$ 3 .4 2 19 .5 (8) 2 7 .3 (45)
$ 1 .6 6 -$ 3 .0 0 9 .8 (4) 18 .2 (30)
TOTAL 100.0 (41) 100 .0 (165)
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l o c a t e d  i n  th e  second  and t h i r d  g ro u p s ,  w h i le  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns 
dom ina ted  i n  th e  two p o o r e s t  c a t e g o r i e s  and s l i g h t l y  more i n  th e  
w e a l t h i e s t .  The d i s t i n c t i o n  becomes s h a r p e r  when one c o n s id e r s  
t h a t  a lm os t 70% o f  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns and 54.5% o f  t h e  non­
a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns w ere  i n  t h e  t h r e e  h i g h e s t  g ro u p s .
While th e  w e a l t h i e s t  towns d id  n o t ,  as a r u l e ,  c o n ta i n  a n t i ­
s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s ,  a b o l i t i o n i s t  com m unities on th e  whole te n d e d  to  
be somewhat w e a l t h i e r  th a n  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  to w n s . T h is  i s  r e f l e c t e d
i n  th e  mean t a x  r a t e  w hich  s to o d  a t  $3 .81  f o r  th e  41 a b o l i t i o n i s t
14towns compared w i th  $3 .57  f o r  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  tow ns. A lthough  
t h i s  i s  n o t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e ,  i t  i s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  and , m o reo v er ,  i t  i s  enough to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a b o l i t i o n i s t  
towns w ere  s l i g h t l y  w e a l t h i e r  as a g roup . T h is  c o n c lu s io n  i s  
s u s t a i n e d  by th e  r e g i o n a l  d a t a .  A b o l i t i o n i s t  towns i n  ev e ry  r e g io n  
e x c e p t  th e  C o n n e c t ic u t  V a l le y  w ere  r a t e d  h ig h e r  th a n  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  
towns. The S o u th e a s t  Lowlands— where th e  l a r g e s t  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  r e s id e d — e x h i b i t e d  th e  g r e a t e s t  d i s p a r i t y  be tw een  th e  
two groups o f  tow ns; b u t  even i n  th e  p o o r e s t  a r e a  o f  th e  s t a t e  
(.Mountain r e g io n )  , a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns w ere r a t e d  h ig h e r  as a  group 
th an  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  com m unities .
M ajor d i s t i n c t i o n s  a r e  i l l u m i n a t e d  f u r t h e r  when th e  f i v e  
p o p u la t io n  c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  used  as a c o n t r o l .  The g r e a t e s t  d i s p a r i t y  
e x i s t e d  be tw een  a b o l i t i o n i s t  and n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns i n  th e  most 
p o p u la te d  com m unities . The a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns w i th  p o p u la t io n s  ov e r  
2,Q00 a v e rag e d  a  t a x  r a t e  o f  $ 4 .0 2 ,  compared w i th  $3 .62  f o r  non­
a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns. In  t h e  second  and t h i r d  p o p u la t i o n  c a t e g o r i e s  
th e  two groups w ere  c l o s e r  t o g e t h e r ;  b u t  in  th e  l e a s t  p o p u la te d  a r e a s ,
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a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns w ere  a s s e s s e d  a t  a  much h i g h e r  r a t e .  T h is  i s  
s i g n i f i c a n t  b e c a u se  w i th  a  mean t a x  r a t e  o f  $ 4 .0 2 ,  t h e  s m a l l e s t  
a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns t i e d  w i th  th e  l a r g e s t  o n e s .  Those a b o l i t i o n i s t  
towns w i th  500 to  999 r e s i d e n t s ,  w h i l e  c o n ta in in g  on ly  2.6% o f  
th e  t o t a l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  m em bership , were n e v e r t h e l e s s  f a r  w e a l t h i e r  
th an  th e  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns i n  a l l  f i v e  p o p u la t io n  c a t e g o r i e s .  
Hence, w h i le  New Hampshire a b o l i t i o n i s m  was p r i m a r i l y  a l a r g e  town 
phenomenon, th o s e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  l i v i n g  i n  s m a l l  towns w ere  d i s ­
t i n g u i s h e d  by th e  r e l a t i v e  a f f l u e n c e  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  com m unities .
I f  a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns as  a group ten d ed  to  be w e a l t h i e r  th a n  
n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  tow ns, how d id  i n d i v i d u a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  f a r e  w i t h i n  
th e  w e a l th  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  town? B ecause o f  th e  
s c a r c i t y  o f  d a t a ,  any p r e c i s i o n  i n  d e te rm in in g  economic s t a t u s  
rem ains t e n t a t i v e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  i s  enough in f o r m a t io n  i n  th e  
t a x  r e c o r d s  to  p ro v id e  c lu e s  to  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ’ economic b ackground .
Tax l i s t s  f o r  f i v e  towns were examined to  o b t a in  i n f o r m a t io n
on th e  amount o f  t a x e s  i n d i v i d u a l s  p a id ,  th e  v a lu e  o f  la n d  they
h e ld ,  and th e  amount o f  s to c k s  th e y  owned. Of th e  f i v e  tow ns, f o u r
w ere  a g r i c u l t u r a l :  New Ip s w ic h ,  a w e a l th y  community b o r d e r in g  on
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ;  Durham, a  community in  t h e  S o u th e a s t  Lowlands; Campton,
a  community l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  rugged  m ounta in  r e g i o n ;  and Loudon, a
town l o c a t e d  i n  th e  S o u th e a s t  U plands. One community— Newmarket—was
15a r a p i d l y  growing m i l l  town i n  t h e  S o u th e a s t  Lowlands.
In  an e f f o r t  to  examine th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w i t h i n  th e  economic 
s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e i r  community, a l l  t a x p a y e r s  i n  e ac h  o f  th e  f i v e  towns 
were ranked  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  t o t a l  t a x  th ey  p a id .  Then each  ta x p a y e r  
was p la c e d  i n t o  f i v e  a p p ro x im a te  q u i n t i l e s , from th e  w e a l t h i e s t  20%
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to  th e  p o o re s t  20%. In  ev ery  tow n, a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere  c o n c e n tra te d  
in  th e  to p  60% o f th e  w e a lth  c a t e g o r i e s ;  in d e e d , m ost co u ld  be 
found i n  th e  to p  40%. F u r th e rm o re , i n  e v e ry  town e x c e p t Loudon, th e  
l a r g e s t  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  was lo c a te d  i n  th e  top  20%.
Even more s i g n i f i c a n t  was th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  th e  
i d e n t i f i a b l e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  Newmarket w ere in  th e  top  20%.
(See th e  A ppendix  f o r  a  co m p le te  breakdow n o f  each  town and f o r  a  
com parison  o f i d e n t i f i a b l e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  D em ocrats, and non­
a b o l i t i o n i s t  W higs.) H ence, w h ile  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  co u ld  be found  in  
a l l  w ealth , c a te g o r ie s ,  th e  m a jo r i ty  was c o n c e n tra te d  in  th e  u p p er 
two q u i n t i l e s .
The ta x  l i s t s  f o r  o n ly  th r e e  towns s u p p l ie d  th e  v a lu e  o f  la n d  
f o r  each r e s i d e n t .  A b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  Loudon and New Ip sw ich  had 
a h ig h e r  mean v a lu e  o f la n d  th a n  t h a t  o f  th e  town i t s e l f ; b u t  i n  
Loudon, a b o l i t i o n i s t s  ran k ed  t h i r d  b e h in d  i d e n t i f i a b l e  D em ocrats 
and non—a b o l i t i o n i s t  W higs, w h ile  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  i n  New Ip sw ich  
ranked  b e h in d  th e  W higs. In  N ewm arket, h ow ever, a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
n o t o n ly  e n jo y e d  a much h ig h e r  mean v a lu e  o f  la n d  th a n  t h a t  o f  th e  
town, b u t  th e y  a ls o  s u rp a s s e d  th e  i d e n t i f i a b l e  non—a b o l i t i o n i s t  Whigs 
and D em ocrats a s  w e l l  ( s e e  th e  A p p en d ix ).
The t a x  l i s t s  f o r  New Ip sw ic h  and Newmarket a l s o  s u p p l ie d  th e  
amount and v a lu e  o f s to c k s  in d iv id u a ls  owned. A lthough  th e  num bers 
in v o lv e d  a re  e x tre m e ly  s m a l l ,  th e y  a r e  n e v e r th e le s s  s u g g e s t iv e .
In  New Ip sw ic h , two o f  th e  n in e  i d e n t i f i a b l e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  (22.2% ) 
owned s to c k s  in  b u s in e s s e s  d e d ic a te d  to  m a n u fa c tu r in g  p u r s u i t s .
These amounted to  10.8% o f  th e  t o t a l  v a lu e  o f  s to c k s  h e ld  i n  th e  town. 
W hile n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  Whigs owned more— two Whigs h e ld  18.8% o f
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th e  t o t a l  v a lu e  o f s to c k s — a b o l i t i o n i s t s  f a r  o u td is ta n c e d  th e  
p e rc e n ta g e  o f  a l l  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t s  who h e ld  s to c k s  (3 4 , o r  8.8% 
o f  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n ) .
The m i l l  town o f  Newmarket s u p p l ie s  th e  m ost i n t e r e s t i n g  
in fo r m a t io n .  Of th e  e ig h t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  who c o u ld  be i d e n t i f i e d ,  
two (25%) owned th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  s to c k s  in  th e  f lo u r i s h i n g  c o t to n  
m i l l s .  A b o l i t i o n i s t s  C h a r le s  Lane and B enjam in L o v e rin g , a f t e r  
in v e s t in g  h e a v i ly  in  th e  m i l l s  th ro u g h o u t th e  1 8 2 0 's  and 1 8 3 0 's ,  
owned 60% o f th e  t o t a l  v a lu e  o f  s to c k s  h e ld  i n  Newmarket.
W hether any o f  th e s e  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  w e a lth  o r  econom ic a c t i v i t y  
i s  t r u l y  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  rem a in s  u n c le a r ,  f o r  th e  i d e n t i t i e s  o f  m ost 
lo c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  W higs, and Dem ocrats a re  n o t  known. Y e t, 
th o s e  who co u ld  be i d e n t i f i e d  have p ro v id e d  a t  l e a s t  a s u g g e s t io n  
o f  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s '  econom ic s ta n d in g .  In  some towns a b o l i t i o n i s t  
w ere more e co n o m ic a lly  s e c u re  th a n  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  Whigs o r  D em ocrats; 
in  o th e r  towns th e y  w ere n o t .  But in  a l l  tow ns, a b o l i t i o n i s t s  as 
a group te n d ed  to  b e  c o n c e n tra te d  in  th e  upper 40% o f th e  w e a lth  
c a te g o r i e s ,  th e  mean v a lu e  o f  t h e i r  la n d  was h ig h e r  th a n  t h a t  o f  
th e  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t s , an d , i f  New Ipsw ich  and Newmarket w ere 
r e p r e s e n ta t i v e ,  a  s i z e a b le  m in o r i ty  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  engaged in  
f i n a n c i a l  en d eav o rs  t h a t  w ere  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  to  i n d u s t r i a l  c o n c e rn s .
P o l i t i c s
P o l i t i c a l l y ,  New H am pshire was a s t ro n g  D em ocratic  s t a t e .  In  
1828 th e  s t a t e  su p p o r te d  John  Quincy Adams and th e  N a t io n a l  
R e p u b lic a n s ; b u t a f t e r  t h a t ,  New H am pshire was f i r m ly  i n  th e
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16D em ocratic  f o ld .  The s t a t e ’s s i z e  n o tw i th s ta n d in g , th e  D em ocratic  
o rg a n iz a t io n  i n  New H am pshire was one o f th e  s t r o n g e s t  i n  th e  n a t io n ,  
even a f t e r  th e  p a r ty  s p l i t  in  th e  l a t e  1 8 3 0 's  betw een  c o n s e rv a t iv e  
and r a d i c a l s  (o r  L o c o -F o c o s). Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  th e r e f o r e ,  th e  
Whig p a r ty  was one o f  th e  w eak est i n  th e  n a t io n .  New H am pshire Whigs 
seldom  lau n ch ed  a t r u l y  n o tew o rth y  o r  c o m p e tit iv e  cam paign, and in  
some i n s t a n c e s ,  n o ta b ly  in  1833 and 1835, Whig l o y a l i s t s  s ta y e d  a t  
home, a d m itte d  d e f e a t  m onths b e fo re  th e  e l e c t i o n ,  o r  p u b l ic ly  v o ic e d  
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  t h e i r  own s l a t e  o f  c a n d id a te s ." ^  Only th e  
m a jo r i ty  o f  towns in  th e  C o n n e c tic u t V a lle y  and a h a n d fu l  o f  o th e r s  
cou ld  be e x p e c te d  to  v o te  N a t io n a l  R ep u b lican  o r  Whig th ro u g h o u t 
th e  l a t e  1 8 2 0 ’s and 1 8 3 0 ' s .
A b o l i t i o n i s t  tow ns r e f l e c t e d  t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  com plex ion . The 
m a jo r i ty  o f  b o th  a b o l i t i o n i s t  and n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  com m unities was 
D em ocratic] b u t as  a  g ro u p , a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns ten d ed  to  be  more 
p o l i t i c a l l y  c o m p e tit iv e  th a n  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  tow ns, a s  shown in  
T ab le  4 w hich i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  a v e ra g e  mean v o te  f o r  e ig h t  e l e c t i o n s
h e ld  betw een  1828 and 1835, and th e  p e rc e n ta g e  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een
18th e  two p a r t i e s .  W hile p o l i t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  betw een a b o l i t i o n i s t  
and n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns w ere s t a t i s t i c a l l y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t ,  T ab le  4 
n e v e r th e le s s  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  th e  m arg in  betw een  th e  two p a r t i e s  was 
l e s s  in  a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns th a n  in  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  o n e s . U sing 
th e  av e rag e  mean f o r  th e  D em ocratic  v o te  in  a b o l i t i o n i s t  tow ns, o n ly  
7.6% s e p a ra te d  th e  s t r o n g e s t  D em ocratic  r e g io n  (S ou thw est U plands) 
from th e  w eak est (S o u th e a s t  L o w lan d s). But in  th e  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  
tow ns, a lm o s t 20% s e p a r a te d  the. h ig h e s t  D em ocratic  v o te  from  th e  
lo w e s t. F u r th e rm o re , e x c e p t f o r  th e  S outhw est U p lands, th e  m arg in
Table 4. Mean Percentage Vote (1828-1835) And Party Differentials, By Region.
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between the two parties was close in abolitionist towns in all
r e g io n s ,  w h ile  in  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns o n ly  th e  S o u th e a s t  Lowlands
e x p e r ie n c e d  a  d e g re e  o f p o l i t i c a l  c o m p e t i t iv e n e s s .
M embership f i g u r e s  f o r  l o c a l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  u n d e rs c o re
th e  p o in t .  An a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s '  p a r ty  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n
s u g g e s ts  t h a t  a v a s t  m a jo r i ty  w ere  W higs. In d e e d , o f  26 a b o l i t i o n i s t s
whose p a r ty  a l l e g ia n c e  c o u ld  be d e te rm in e d , 25 w ere— o r  h ad  b een —
19W higs. I t  i s  s a f e  to  assume t h a t  th e  sam p le , a lth o u g h  s m a l l ,
m ir ro rs  th e  l a r g e r  a b o l i t i o n i s t  com m unity. T h is  f in d in g  i s  a t
l e a s t  in  l i n e  w i th  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s c h o la r s h ip ,  f o r  w h a tev e r c o n c lu s io n s
th ey  may have re a c h e d  c o n c e rn in g  th e  movement in  g e n e r a l ,  m ost
h i s t o r i a n s  a g re e  t h a t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  te n d ed  to  h a i l  from  W higgish
20b ack g ro u n d s, e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  1 8 3 0 ' s .
But i f  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere W higs, d id  th e y  
emerge from  s t r o n g  Whig tow ns— t h a t  i s ,  f o r  th e  p u rp o se s  o f  t h i s  
s tu d y , towns w i th  an a v e ra g e  mean Whig v o te  o f  o v e r 60%? C le a r ly ,  
th r e e - q u a r te r s  o f  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  r e s id e d  i n  towns w here  th e  
Whigs w ere a t  b e s t  m a rg in a lly  c o m p e t i t iv e  o r  towns t h a t  r e g i s t e r e d  
e x c e p t io n a l ly  low Whig r e t u r n s .  In  f a c t ,  th e  l a r g e s t  p e rc e n ta g e  o f 
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  (45.6% ) l iv e d  in  tow ns t h a t  r e g i s t e r e d  an a v e rag e  
mean N a tio n a l  R epub lican-W hig  v o te  betw een  50% and 58%. I t  i s  a ls o  
i n s t r u c t i v e  to  n o te  t h a t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  from  th e  n o n - a g r i c u l tu r a l  
tow ns o f  C oncord, D over, and Newmarket w ere  in c lu d e d  i n  t h i s  g ro u p . 
Only Som ersw orth c o u ld  be c l a s s i f i e d  as  a  s t r o n g  Whig tow n, b u t  w ith  
i t s  mean N a tio n a l  R epublican-W hig  v o te  o f  60.3% , i t  j u s t  b a r e ly  
q u a l i f i e s .  Most a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  w h ile  b o a s t in g  Whig c r e d e n t i a l s ,  
w ere n o t from  s t r o n g  Whig a re a s  w i th in  th e  s t a t e .  T h is  i s  c l e a r
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when owe c o n s id e r s  th e  C o n n e c tic u t V a l le y ,  a s t r o n g  W higgish r e g io n .  
I n d iv id u a ls  in  o n ly  2 o f  23 towns b o th e re d  to  form  an a n t i - s l a v e r y  
s o c i e ty ,  and o n ly  one— Lyme— was a  s t r o n g  Whig tow n.
What e x p la in s  t h i s  d u a l phenomenon o f  th e  s t r o n g  p re s e n c e  o f  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  p o l i t i c a l l y  c o m p e ti t iv e  towns and weak Whig tow ns, 
b u t n o t ,  as  m igh t be  e x p e c te d , in  Whig s t ro n g h o ld s ?  One p o s s ib le  
e x p la n a t io n  r e s t s  i n  th e  chang ing  p o l i t i c a l  com plexion o f  th e  s t a t e :  
b e tw een  1828 and 1835 , a lm o s t 39% o f a l l  o rg a n iz e d  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
w itn e s s e d  t h e i r  N a t io n a l  R ep u b lican  towns b e in g  tra n s fo rm e d  i n to  
D em ocratic  s t r o n g h o ld s .  A nother 27.1% came from  s t r o n g  D em ocratic  
towns in  1828 and w itn e s s e d  th e  N a t io n a l  R ep u b lican  and Whig v o te  
p lu mme t  to  v i r t u a l l y  n o th in g . In  o th e r  w o rd s , 66% o f  a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
l iv e d  in  towns w hich  e i t h e r  t r a n s f e r r e d  p o l i t i c a l  a l l e g ia n c e  to  th e  
D em ocrats o r  saw th e  Whig p a r ty  d e c l in e  to  su ch  an e x te n t  t h a t  i t  was 
a lm o st n o n - e x i s t e n t .  T ru e , th e  two im p o r ta n t a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns o f 
Dover and Som ersw orth c o n s i s t e n t l y  gave m a jo r i t i e s  to  th e  N a t io n a l  
R ep u b lican s  and W higs, even  though  th e  m arg in s  o f  v i c to r y  w ere 
n a rro w , e s p e c ia l l y  in  D over. B ut th e  s t a t e  c a p i t a l  o f Concord and 
th e  t h r i v in g  m i l l  town o f  Newmarket had b een  s t ro n g  N a tio n a l  
R ep u b lican  towns in  th e  l a t e  1820’s t h a t  w ent D em ocratic  by 1835.
The f a c t  t h a t  m ost a b o l i t i o n i s t s  r e s id e d  o n ly  in  weak Whig o r  
c o m p e tit iv e  towns s u g g e s ts  t h a t  in  s t r o n g  Whig a r e a s ,  an a n t i - s l a v e r y  
s o c ie ty  w ould have b een  s u p e r f lu o u s .  I n d iv id u a ls  w ith  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
s e n s i b i l i t i e s  c o u ld  ta k e  com fo rt i n  th e  know ledge t h a t  t h e i r  non­
a b o l i t i o n i s t  Whig s t a t e . l e g i s l a t o r s  w ere a t  l e a s t  v o t in g  a lo n e  l i n e s  
s y m p a th e tic  w ith, a n t i - s l a v e r y  d o c t r in e s .  W hile th ey  eschewed 
a b o l i t io n is m , many New H am pshire Whig l e g i s l a t o r s  v o te d  on num erous
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occasions to uphold the abolitionists' right to petition Congress,
th e  r i g h t  to  sen d  l i t e r a t u r e  to  th e  S o u th , and th e  r i g h t  to  sp eak
p u b l ic ly  w ith o u t  th e  f e a r  o f  p h y s ic a l  a s s a u l t .  Some Whig s t a t e
l e g i s l a t o r s  even a d v o c a te d  th e  b an ish m en t o f  th e  s la v e  t r a d e  i n  th e
21D i s t r i c t  o f  C olum bia.
Y e t, th e  f a c t  rem a in s  that*  w here  th e  Whig p a r ty  was s t r o n g ,  
o rg a n iz e d  a b o l i t io n i s m  d id  n o t  t h r i v e .  A n t i - s la v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  a ro s e  
in  p o l i t i c a l l y  c o m p e t i t iv e  towns and in  towns th a t  e x p e r ie n c e d  a 
sh a rp  d e c l in e  in  Whig v o t e s .
R e l ig io n
The a n t i - s l a v e r y  movement in  New H am pshire c la im ed  fo l lo w e rs
among C o n g r e g a t io n a l i s t s , M e th o d is ts ,  B a p t i s t s ,  F r e e w il l  B a p t i s t s
22and , i n  few er num bers , Q uakers . The M e th o d is ts  had  c r e a te d  a 
s t a t e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  o r g a n iz a t io n  in  1835 and th e  s ta t e - w id e  B a p t i s t  
and F r e e w il l  B a p t i s t  new spapers  w ere  d e c id e d ly  a n t i - s l a v e r y .  In d e e d , 
th e  F r e e w il l  B a p t i s t  p r e s s  and m in is t r y  w ere so  th o ro u g h ly  a n t i ­
s la v e ry  i n  tem peram ent t h a t  th e y  w ere o f te n  a t ta c k e d  as n o th in g  more
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th a n  a g e n ts  o f a b o l i t io n i s m  m asquerad ing  as a r e l i g i o u s  d e n o m in a tio n .
C o n g re g a tio n a lism — th e  l a r g e s t  d en o m in a tio n  i n  th e  s t a t e — b o a s te d  
a number o f  h ig h ly  v i s i b l e  and h ig h ly  a c t i v e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  laym en 
and m in i s t e r s .  John  F arm er, a le a d in g  fo u n d e r and re c o rd in g  
s e c r e ta r y  o f th e  NHASS, was a  C o n g r e g a t io n a l i s t , as w ere J .  H orace 
K im ball and N a th a n ie l  P . R o g ers , e d i t o r  o f  th e  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom 
in  th e  1830 ' s .  S e v e ra l  C o n g re g a tio n a l m i n i s t e r s ,  in c lu d in g  
N a th a n ie l  B outon o f  C oncord , D avid Root o f  D over, and Jo n a th a n
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C u r t is  o f  P i t t s f i e l d ,  w ere  e s p e c i a l l y  a c t i v e  in  p ro m o tin g  th e  a n t i ­
s la v e r y  c a u se . W hile su ch  C o n g re g a tio n a l lu m in a r ie s  su p p o rte d  
freedom  f o r  th e  s l a v e ,  th e  d e n o m in a tio n ’s s ta t e - w id e  p a p e r chose 
to  s u p p o r t  th e  d i s c r e d i t e d  c o lo n iz a t io n  movement. In  f a c t ,  m ost 
m ajo r spokesm en f o r  New H am pshire C o n g re g a tio n a lism  rem ained  a lo o f  
from a n t i - s l a v e r y  a c t i v i t y  and d id  n o t  form  a s t a t e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  
o r g a n iz a t io n  u n t i l  1 8 4 1 .^
W hile a  number o f  laym en and m in is te r s  r e p r e s e n t in g  a l l  
d en o m in a tio n s  s u p p o r te d  a b o l i t io n is m ,  n o t a l l  o f  t h e i r  fe l lo w  
com m unicants fo llo w e d  s u i t .  The R everend Edmund W orth , e d i t o r  o f  
th e  New H am pshire B a p t i s t  R e g i s t e r , com plained  as  l a t e  as  1840 t h a t
a lth o u g h  a  s i z e a b le  number o f B a p t i s t  m in is te r s  h e ld  p ronounced
25a n t i - s l a v e r y  v ie w s , t h e i r  com m unicants d id  n o t .  The F r e e w il l
B a p t i s t s  o f f e r  f u r t h e r  v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  phenomenon. The D over-
b ased  a b o l i t i o n i s t  M orning S ta r  s e rv e d  as th e  o rg an  o f  F r e e w il l
B a p t i s t s  th ro u g h o u t th e  n o r th e a s t ;  y e t ,  w here  th e r e  was a  p re p o n d e ran c e
o f  fo l lo w e rs  in  New H am pshire tow ns, th e r e  w ere no a n t i - s l a v e r y
s o c i e t i e s .  In  f a c t ,  F r e e w i l l  B a p t i s t  towns gave t h e i r  v o te  c o n s is -
26t e n t l y  to  Jack so n  and h i s  s t r i d e n t l y  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t  p a r ty .
In  m ost i n s t a n c e s ,  o rg a n iz e d  a n t i - s l a v e r y  a c t i v i t y  seemed to  b e a r
l i t t l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  th e  r e l i g i o u s  c o m p o sitio n  o f a tow n. T h is  i s
a p p a re n t when m em bership f ig u r e s  f o r  th e  v a r io u s  d en o m in a tio n s  a re
27exam ined in  a b o l i t i o n i s t  and n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  tow ns. C le a r ly ,  when 
th e  mean d e n o m in a tio n a l p e rc e n ta g e  o f  m em bership i s  u sed  to  p ro v id e  
i n s ig h t  in to  th e  r e l i g i o u s  s t r u c t u r e  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t  and non­
a b o l i t i o n i s t  tow ns, th e  C o n g re g a tio n a l, B a p t i s t s ,  and F r e e w il l
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B a p tis ts .  w ere a lm o st e v e n ly  m atched i n  b o th  g ro u p s . For in s t a n c e ,
th e  mean p e rc e n ta g e  o f C o n g r e g a t io n a l is ts  in  a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns was
43% and in  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns i t  was 45%; th e  mean p e rc e n ta g e
o f  B a p t i s t s  i n  a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns was 14.8% compared w ith  14.2%
in  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  tow ns. M oreover, n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns had a
h ig h e r  mean p e rc e n ta g e  o f F r e e w il l  B a p t i s t s  th a n  a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns
(17.1% to  12.5% ). As m en tioned  e a r l i e r ,  t h i s  i s  s u r p r i s i n g  g iv en
th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  F r e e w i l l  B a p t i s t  le a d e r s h ip  and p re s s  w ere  th o ro u g h ly
a b o l i t i o n i z e d .  P e rh a p s  F r e e w i l le r s  w ere so  a n t i - s l a v e r y  in  tem peram ent
th a t  a  s e c u la r  s o c ie ty  seem ed s u p e r f lu o u s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when a b o l i t i o n i s t
s e n tim e n t c o u ld  be ch an n e led  w i th in  th e  a c tu a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  ch u rch .
I f  s o , how does one e x p la in  th e  f a c t  t h a t  towns w ith  la r g e  F r e e w i l l
B a p t i s t  m a j o r i t i e s  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  s u p p o rte d  th e  New H am pshire
D em ocratic  p a r ty ,  th e  m ost a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e  in  th e
s t a t e ?  The h i s t o r i a n  Donald C ole h as  d is c o v e re d  t h a t  p o o re r  New
28H am pshire towns te n d ed  to  v o te  f o r  Jac k so n  i n  1832, and s in c e  
m ost o f  th e  F r e e w il l  B a p t i s t  s tro n g h o ld s  w ere  p o o r , pe rh ap s  
econom ics won o v e r a n t i - s l a v e r y  s e n tim e n t on e l e c t i o n  day . W hatever 
th e  c a s e , a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  d id  n o t b lo ssom  in  F r e e w il l  B a p t i s t  
a r e a s .
I f  th e  C o n g re g a tio n a l, B a p t i s t ,  and F r e e w il l  B a p t i s t  p o p u la t io n s
w ere s i m i l a r  in  b o th  a b o l i t i o n i s t  and n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  tow ns, th e
M eth o d is t p o p u la t io n s  d e v ia te d  m ark ed ly . In d e e d , 44% o f a l l  towns
w ith  M e th o d is t m a j o r i t i e s  c o n ta in e d  an a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t y ,  compared
29to  o n ly  22% o f  a l l  towns w ith  C o n g re g a tio n a l m a j o r i t i e s .  S im i la r ly ,  
th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns had  a much h ig h e r  mean p e rc e n ta g e  o f
30M eth o d is ts  (27%) com pared w ith  th e  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns CIO.5%).
-85-
When r e g io n a l  f ig u r e s  a r e  em ployed, th e  same p a t t e r n  em erg es: th e
mean p e rc e n ta g e  o f  M e th o d is ts  i n  a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns o u t s t r ip p e d  th o s e  
in  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  tow ns (s e e  T ab le  5 ) .
L ik e w ise , a n t i - s l a v e r y  m em bership f ig u r e s  u n d e rs c o re  th e  p o in t  
t h a t  a b o l i t io n i s m  d id  w e l l  in  M e th o d is t a r e a s .  C lose  to  56% o f  
a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  r e s id e d  in  towns w here M ethodism  e i t h e r  c la im ed  
a m a jo r i ty  (o v e r  50%) o r  a  p l u r a l i t y  (u n d e r 50% b u t  th e  dom inant 
s e c t  i n  th e  town) o f  th e  c h u rc h -g o in g  p o p u la t io n ;  37% o f th e  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  l i v e d  i n  tow ns dom inated  by th e  C o n g r e g a t io n a l i s t s .
Of c o u rs e ,  th e s e  f ig u r e s  do n o t n e c e s s a r i l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
M e th o d is ts  outnum bered C o n g r e g a t io n a l i s t s  w i th in  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
ra n k s . The above d a ta  o n ly  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a b o l i t io n is m  d id  w e l l  w here 
th e r e  was a h ig h  c o n c e n tr a t io n  o f  M e th o d is ts . U n f o r tu n a te ly , chu rch  
re c o rd s  f o r  k ey  tow ns— th e  one m ajo r s o u rc e  t h a t  co u ld  sh ed  l i g h t  
on an i n d i v i d u a l 's  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n — a re  u n a v a i l a b le .  However, 
th e re  i s  enough q u a l i t a t i v e  e v id e n c e  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t ,  w h ile  M e th o d is ts  
may o r  may n o t have  outnum bered C o n g r e g a t io n a l i s t s  w i th in  th e  
a n t i - s l a v e r y  r a n k s ,  th e y  w ere  a m ajo r fo r c e  w i th in  th e  movement.
T hat a b o l i t io n i s m  was r a p id ly  w in n in g  num erous c o n v e r ts  among
M eth o d is ts  was e v id e n t  to  any con tem porary  who chose to  a n a ly z e
th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  th e  c au se  i n  New H am pshire. One a b o l i t i o n i s t  l i v i n g
o u ts id e  th e  s t a t e  r e p o r te d  t h a t  in  th e  G ra n ite  S ta t e  " a  v e ry  la r g e
number o f  th e  fo l lo w e r s  o f  th e  b le s s e d  W esley . . . a re  th e  f a i t h f u l
31and u n t i r i n g  f r ie n d s : o f  th e  o p p re s s e d ."
T h is  o b s e r v a t io n  d id  n o t  go u n n o tic e d  by w o rr ie d  D em ocrats who 
w ere q u i t e  aware o f  th e  p o s s ib le  p o l i t i c a l  co n seq u en ces . C e r ta in ly  
n o t a l l  M ethodists- w ere  D em ocrats, b u t  th e  G ra n ite  S ta te  Democracy
Table 5. Mean Percentage Methodists in Abolitionist and Non-Abolitionist Towns.
M errim ack C o n n ec ticu t
S o u th e a s t S o u th e a s t R iv e r Southw est R iv e r
S ta te  Lowlands Uplands V a lley  U plands V a lley  M ountains Lakes
A b o l i t io n i s t
Towns 26.9% 42.1% 24.4% 18.3% 24.5% 25.5% 25.2%
N o n -a b o lit io n ­
i s t  Towns 10.5% 15.4% 0 10.4% 6.8% 6.3% 14.1% 20.4%
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assum ed t h a t  th e  l i o n ' s  s h a re  o f  th e  M e th o d is t v o te  w ould be g iv en
to  th e  p a r ty  o f  J a c k s o n , r e g a r d le s s  o f  th e  e l e c t i o n  y e a r .  A p p a ren tly
t h i s  a ssu m p tio n  was p a r t i a l l y  grounded in  f a c t ,  f o r  as D onald Cole
h as  d is c o v e re d , th e  D em ocratic  p a r ty  d id  w e l l  i n  M e th o d is t a re a s  
32in  th e  1830 ' s .  H ence, f e a r f u l  t h a t  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s e n tim e n t m igh t
sweep th ro u g h  M e th o d is t towns and s u b se q u e n tly  underm ine th e  s t r e n g th
o f th e  Dem ocracy, p a r ty  le a d e r s  lau n ch ed  a c ru sa d e  to  s tem  th e
M eth o d is t f l i g h t  i n to  a b o l i t io n is m .
The P a t r i o t —th e  s t a t e ' s  le a d in g  J a c k s o n ia n  o rg an — acknow ledged
th a t  an u n u s u a lly  l a r g e  number o f  M e th o d is ts  had  "been  th e  p e c u l i a r
f r i e n d  o f  th e  s a b le  r a c e , "  b u t w arned them t h a t  any d e n u n c ia t io n s  o f
s la v e ry  w ould o n ly  a g g re v a te  th e  s l a v e 's  p l i g h t  i n  th e  South  and
33weaken M e th o d is t i n t e r - s e c t i o n a l  u n i ty .  To le n d  c r e d i b i l i t y  to
i t s  c la im , th e  P a t r i o t  c o n tin u o u s ly  r e p r in t e d  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t
a r t i c l e s  o r  serm ons by n a tio n a lly -k n o w n  M e th o d is t c lergym en and
b is h o p s .  In  an i n t r o d u c t io n  to  a r e p r in t e d  a r t i c l e ,  th e  P a t r i o t
p r a is e d  two M e th o d is t b is h o p s — one i n  New E ngland  and one in  New
York— who had  u rg ed  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  to  u se  c a u t io n  when d i s c u s s in g
s la v e ry  b ecau se  th e  s u b je c t  would " in f la m e  th e  p u b l ic  mind w ith  
34angry  p a s s io n s ."  The P a t r i o t  a ls o  r e p r i n t e d  a  p le a  from  th e  1835
B a ltim o re  A nnual C o n fe ren ce  o f  M e th o d is ts  u rg in g  n o r th e r n e r s  to  h a l t
th e  flow  o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  t r a c t s  to  th e  South  b e ca u se  su ch  l i t e r a t u r e
35was " 'd o in g  immense m is c h ie f  in  a l l  o u r s o u th e rn  c o u n t r y . '"
The P a t r i o t  to o k  s p e c i a l  d e l ig h t  in  p r i n t i n g  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  
denounced s p e c i f i c  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  In  one in s ta n c e ,  
a s to r y  was r e p r in t e d  w hich  r e p o r te d  t h a t  a  group o f  New E ngland  
M e th o d is ts  had denounced a n t i - s l a v e r y  a g i t a t i o n ,  w ith  th e  rem in d e r
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t h a t  th e  R everend G eorge S t o r r s ,  a M e th o d is t a n t i - s l a v e r y  a g e n t
l i v in g  in  New H am psh ire , was "one who h as  shown h i s  w i l l in g n e s s  to
abandon h i s  v o c a t io n  o f  a p re a c h e r  o f  th e  m ild  d o c t r in e s  o f  th e
S a v io u r to  become th e  sow er o f  d is c o r d  and c o n te n t io n  i n  th e
36c h u rc h es , and r e h e l l i o n  and t r e a s o n  in  th e  l a n d ."  In d e e d , S to r r s
was th e  m ost v i s i b l e  M e th o d is t a n t i - s l a v e r y  a g e n t i n  th e  s t a t e ,
and i t  was t h e r e f o r e  im p o r ta n t f o r  th e  D em ocrats to  ta k e  m easures
t h a t  w ould d isa rm  h i s  argum ent in  o rd e r  to  u n d e rc u t a n t i - s l a v e r y
s e n tim e n t w i th in  M e th o d is t c i r c l e s .  A p p a re n t ly , D em ocrats f e l t  t h a t
th e  b e s t  way to  do t h i s  was to  c a s t  a s p e r t io n s  on S t o r r s '  l o y a l t i e s
as a  man o f  God. H ence, th e  P a t r i o t  w arned M e th o d is t r e a d e r s  t h a t
S to r r s  was n o t a  p r a c t i c i n g  M e th o d is t a t  a l l ;  r a t h e r ,  he  was a
37" h ir e d  a g en t o f  th e  in c e n d ia ry  a b o l i t i o n i s t s . "
I t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  th e  D em ocrats o v e r r e a c te d  to  th e  t h r e a t  o f
lo s in g  M e th o d is t s u p p o r te r s  to  a b o l i t io n i s m ,  f o r  many M e th o d is t
towns c o n tin u e d  to  su p p o r t  J a c k so n ia n  c a n d id a te s ,  a l b e i t  i n  s m a l le r  
38num bers. But w h a tev e r th e  c a s e ,  th e  D em ocrats ' w o r r ie d  re s p o n se  
coup led  w ith  th e  s t a t i s t i c a l  e v id e n c e  s u g g e s t  t h a t  M ethodism  was 
c l e a r ly  a  p o te n t  in g r e d ie n t  in  New H am pshire a b o l i t io n is m .
W hile i t  i s  u n d e n ia b le  t h a t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  New H am pshire 
co u ld  be found i n  a  w ide v a r i e t y  o f  co m m u n itie s , th e  to w n - le v e l  d a ta  
has p ro v id e d  a  more r e f in e d  p o r t r a i t .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  2 /3  o f  th e  New 
H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere from  la r g e  towns o f  o v e r 2 ,0 0 0  and 
among t h i s  p o p u la t io n ,  a lm o st 2 /3  w ere  from  th e  s t a t e  c a p i t a l  o f  
Concord and th e  th re e  r a p id ly  grow ing m i l l  towns o f  D over, Som ersw orth , 
and Newmarket. F u r th e rm o re , la r g e  tow ns c la im ed  a h ig h e r  p e rc e n ta g e
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o f a b o l i t i o n i s t s  among t h e i r  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  th a n  d id  s m a ll  tow ns. 
W hile n o t a l l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  towns e x p e r ie n c e d  a l a r g e  p o p u la t io n  
in c r e a s e  from  1820 to  1830, 63.3% o f  a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  came from  
th e  S o u th e a s t  Lowlands and th e  M errim ack V a lle y , two o f th e  f a s t e s t  
grow ing a r e a s  in  th e  s t a t e .  M oreover, th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
r e s id e d  i n  m o d e ra te ly  w e a lth y  towns an d , i f  th e  t a x  re c o rd s  a re  
i n d i c a t i v e ,  m ost a b o l i t i o n i s t s  e n jo y ed  a d eg ree  o f  econom ic s u c c e s s  
t h a t  exceeded  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e i r  f e l lo w  townsmen. P o l i t i c a l l y ,  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere overw helm ing ly  W hig, y e t  3 /4  o f  a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
o r ig in a te d  in  towns w i th  a v e ry  weak Whig p a r ty  a t  w o r s t ,  and a 
m a rg in a lly  c o m p e tit iv e  one a t  b e s t .  And, w h ile  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  c o u ld  
be found among a l l  r e l i g i o u s  d e n o m in a tio n s , towns w ith  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
s o c i e t i e s  had  a  h ig h e r  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  M e th o d is t com m unicants.
These f in d in g s  a re  sum m arized in  T ab le  6 , w here th e  r e l e v a n t  
mean s t a t i s t i c s  o f th e  S o u th e a s t  L ow lands, C o n n e c tic u t R iv e r  V a lle y , 
and Lakes r e g io n s  a re  p r e s e n te d .  Only 2 o f  23 towns i n  th e  
C o n n e c tic u t V a lle y  had an a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t y ,  w h ile  none e x i s t e d  
in  th e  Lakes r e g io n . The S o u th e a s t  L ow lands, th e  b a s t i o n  o f  
a b o l i t io n is m ,  c o n ta in e d  a lm o s t 1 /3  o f  th e  s t a t e ' s  o rg a n iz e d  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  The d i f f e r e n c e s  among th e  th r e e  g roups o f towns a re  
s t r i k i n g .  The a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns in  th e  S o u th e a s t Low lands o u t­
d is ta n c e d  th e  towns in  th e  o th e r  two re g io n s  in  p o p u la t io n ,  
p o p u la t io n  g row th , and ta x  v a lu a t io n .  As a g ro u p , a b o l i t i o n i s t  
towns in  th e  S o u th e a s t  Lowlands w ere p o l i t i c a l l y  c o m p e t i t iv e ,  w ith
C
o n ly  2.7% s e p a r a t in g  th e  two p a r t i e s ;  th e  C o n n e c tic u t R iv e r V a lle y , 
how ever, was a  s t r o n g  Whig a re a  and th e  Lakes r e g io n  was a  b a s t i o n  
fo r  th e  New H am pshire D em ocracy. In  term s o f r e l i g i o u s  c o m p o s itio n ,
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T able  6 . Mean P o p u la t io n ,  Econom ic, P o l i t i c a l ,  and R e l ig io u s  D ata  For 
S e le c te d  Towns in  T h ree  R e g io n s .
S o u th e a s t
Lowlands




( a l l  tow ns)
n=9
C o n n e c tic u t 
R iv e r V a lley  
( n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  
tow ns)
n=21
P o p u la t io n , 1830 2729 1549 1668
P e rc e n ta g e  Popu­
l a t i o n  Change, 
1820-1830
5 2 .6 5 .7 6 .4
Tax E v a lu a tio n , 
1833 $4 .50 $3 .17 $ 4 .0 1
A verage Mean 
P e rc e n ta g e  
D em ocratic  V o te , 
1828-1835
5 1 .3 6 6 . 8 4 2 .7
A verage Mean 
P e rc e n ta g e  
N a tio n a l  R ep u b lican - 
Whig V o te ,
1828-1835
4 8 .6 33 .1 5 7 .2
P e rc e n ta g e
C o n g re g a tio n a l 35 .5 2 5 .8 72 .2
P e rc e n ta g e
M eth o d ist 4 2 .1 2 0 .4 6 .3
P e rc e n ta g e
B a p t i s t 8 .3 5 .1 16 .5
P e rc e n ta g e
F re e w il l
B a p t i s t
9 .5 4 7 .2 1. 2
P e rc e n ta g e  O th e r 
D enom ination 4 .2 1.6 2. 6
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th e  S o u th e a s t  Lowland a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns had  a h ig h e r  mean 
p e rc e n ta g e  o f  M e th o d is t com m unicants th a n  e i t h e r  o f  th e  two o th e r  
r e g io n s .  The C o n n e c tic u t V a lle y  was overw helm ing ly  C o n g re g a tio n a l ,  
and th e  Lakes r e g io n ,  w h ile  n o n -C o n g re g a tio n a l in  n a tu r e ,  p ro v id e d  
th e  l a r g e s t  p e rc e n ta g e s  o f F r e e w i l l  B a p t i s t s  s ta t e - w id e — a d en o m in a tio n  
t h a t  had  few a d h e re n ts  w i th in  a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns th ro u g h o u t New 
H am pshire. In  a d d i t io n — and n o t  shown i n  th e  t a b l e — th e  S o u th e a s t  
Lowlands c la im ed  th e  th r e e  im p o r ta n t  m i l l  towns in  th e  s t a t e ,  w h ile  
th e  Lakes and C o n n e c tic u t V a lle y  re g io n s  w ere  p re d o m in a n tly  r u r a l .
The c o n c lu s io n s  b a se d  upon an a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  s o c i a l  fo u n d a tio n s  
o f a n t i - s l a v e r y  b o l s t e r  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ' p e r c e p t io n  o f th e m se lv e s  
and t h e i r  s o c i e ty .  G iven th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ’ co n cern  w ith  econom ic 
and s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s — p ro g re s s  t h a t  th ey  saw as b e in g  ham pered by 
th e  p o l i t i c a l l y  p o w e rfu l a r i s t o c r a t i c  South  and i t s  a r c h a ic  
i n s t i t u t i o n  o f s la v e r y — i t  i s  n o t s u r p r i s i n g  to  f in d  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
movement w in n in g  a d h e re n ts  in  r a p id ly  g ro w in g , l a r g e ly  p o p u la te d ,  
and r e l a t i v e l y  w e a lth y  tow ns, e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  th r e e  l a r g e s t  m i l l  
towns w hich  s u p p l ie d  o v e r 1 /3  o f  th e  t o t a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t  m em bership .
Nor i s  i t  s u r p r i s i n g  to  f in d  th a t  th e  movement a t t r a c t e d  a h ig h  
p e rc e n ta g e  o f  W higgish  s u p p o r te r s  from  a r e a s  o f  weak and d e c l in in g  
Whig s t r e n g th .  In  h e a v i ly  Whig a r e a s ,  th e r e  was no u rgency  to  form  
a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  s in c e  Whig s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  a t  l e a s t  to o k  
p o s i t io n s  s y m p a th e tic  to  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  c a u se . But i n  a re a s  
w here th e  D em ocratic  p a r ty  was g a in in g  s t r e n g th  a t  th e  expense  o f  
th e  N a tio n a l  R ep u b lican s  and W higs, an a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c ie ty  was 
e s s e n t i a l  to  p ro v id e  n o t o n ly  a v e h ic l e  t h a t  would p rom ote freedom  
fo r  th e  s l a v e ,  b u t  to  e s t a b l i s h  an o u t l e t  to  c o u n te r  th e  D em o cra ts '
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p r o - s la v e r y  d e fe n se  o f  th e  backw ard , a g r a r i a n  S o u th .
F u r th e rm o re , g iv e n  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s '  p re o c c u p a tio n  w i th  th e
s in  o f  s l a v e r y ,  i t  i s  n o t  a s to n i s h in g  t h a t  th e  movement co u ld
a t t r a c t  members from  a l l  r e l i g i o u s  d en o m in a tio n s  i n  th e  s t a t e .
Y et, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  a s c e r t a i n  why th e  movement d id  rem ark ab ly
w e ll  in  M e th o d is t a r e a s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  l i g h t  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  s o u th e rn
M e th o d is ts  and th e  n o r th e r n  M e th o d is t h ie r a r c h y  w ere  q u ic k  to  d e fe n d
th e  r i g h t s  o f  s l a v e h o ld e r s .  P e rh ap s  many New H am pshire M e th o d is ts
f e l t  com pelled  to  em brace a b o l i t io n i s m  s in c e  t h e i r  chu rch  was s t r o n g
in  th e  South  and s in c e  a  h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  o f s la v e h o ld e r s  w ere 
39M e th o d is ts . W hile C o n g re g a tio n a lism s  and F r e e w i l l  B a p t i s t s  w ere 
b ased  a lm o s t e x c lu s iv e ly  in  New E ngland and New Y ork , M e th o d is ts  
had a  b ro a d e r  n a t io n a l  b a s e .  I t  i s  c o n c e iv a b le ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  
New H am pshire M e th o d is ts  came to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  b e c a u se  o f  th e  a t t i t u d e s  
and b e h a v io r  o f  t h e i r  s o u th e rn  b r e t h r e n ,  th e  e n t i r e  M e th o d is t 
p o p u la t io n — b o th  N orth  and S ou th— was t a i n t e d  w ith  th e  s i n  o f  
s la v e r y .  T ru e , th e  B a p t i s t s  w ere  a l s o  s t r o n g  in  th e  South  an d , l i k e  
th e  M e th o d is ts ,  th e y  c la im ed  a h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  s la v e h o ld e r s .  But 
th e  B a p t i s t s  la c k e d  a h ig h ly  v i s i b l e  a g en t to  r a l l y  G ra n ite  S ta t e  
B a p t i s t s  to  th e  c a u se . The M e th o d is ts ,  how ever, had  an a r t i c u l a t e ,  
c ru sa d in g  m in i s t e r  i n  G eorge S t o r r s — one who n o t  o n ly  p e rsu a d e d  
in d iv id u a l  M e th o d is ts  to  f i g h t  th e  s i n  o f  s l a v e r y ,  b u t  one who h e lp e d
c o n v ert th e  s ta t e - w id e  M e th o d is t C onference  to  a n t i - s l a v e r y
. . . 40p r i n c i p l e s .
W hatever im p e lle d  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s — w h e th e r th e y  w ere s t i r r e d  
to  oppose s la v e r y  o u t o f  r e l i g i o u s  o r  s e c u la r  m o tiv e s— o r  b o th — 
th ey  w ere co n v in ced  th a t  th e  power o f  s la v e r y  was awesome and
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u n p a rd o n a b le . The S o u th ’s  a r c h a ic  and s i n f u l  i n s t i t u t i o n  n o t  o n ly  
p h y s ic a l ly  e n s la v e d  human b e in g s ,  b u t  w i th in  th e  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  
a re n a  i t s  d e fe n d e rs  a ls o  th w a rte d  w hat th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  advanced  
as th e  more p r o g r e s s iv e  econom ic p u r s u i t s  o f  a  grow ing i n d u s t r i a l  
and com m ercial N o rth . H ence , b o th  th<£ s la v e  and th e  more e n l ig h te n e d  
e lem en ts  i n  th e  N orth  w ere h e ld  p r i s o n e r  by a  m a s te r  n e i t h e r  chose  
to  r u le  t h e i r  l i v e s .  The a b o l i t i o n  o f s l a v e r y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w ould 
acco m p lish  two e n d s . On th e  one h a n d , i t  w ould f r e e  in d iv id u a l s  
who w ere fo rc e d  in to  bondage a g a in s t  t h e i r  w i l l ,  and on th e  o th e r  
hand , i t  w ould  f r e e  an e co n o m ica lly  ad v an c in g  N o rth  from  th e  s t r a n g l e ­
h o ld  o f  S o u th e rn  a r i s t o c r a t i c  o p p re s s io n .  Once s la v e r y  was d e s tr o y e d , 
in d iv id u a ls  everyw here  co u ld  e n jo y  th e  f r u i t s  o f  a g row ing , dynam ic, 
i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g  f r e e  n a t io n .
-94-
CHAPTER I I I
NOTES
^ See, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  P a t r i o t ,  A p r i l  2 5 , 1836 and December 24,
1838.
2
G i lb e r t  B a rn e s , The A n ti-S la v e ry  Im p u lse , 1830-1844 (New 
York, 1 9 3 3 ), pp . 9 0 -9 1 ; David D onald , "Toward a  R e c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  
A b o l i t i o n i s t s , "  in  L in c o ln  R ec o n s id e red  (New Y ork , 1 9 5 6 ), p a s s im ;
James Brew er S te w a r t ,  R o ly  W a rrio rs  (New Y ork, 1 9 7 6 ), p p . 3 7 -3 8 .
G era ld  S o r in ,  The New York A b o l i t i o n i s t s :  A Case S tudy o f  P o l i t i c a l
R ad ica lism  (W e stp o r t, C o n n e c tic u t:  Greenwood P u b lis h in g  C o rp o ra t io n ,
197 1 ), p . 105; R onald W a lte r s ,  The A n t is la v e r y  A ppeal (B a ltim o re :
The Johns H opkins U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 6 ), p . 16.
3
The r e g io n a l  breakdow n o f  New H am pshire has been  e x t r a c te d  
w ith  m ino r changes from  D onald C o le , J a c k s o n ia n  Democracy i n  New 
H am pshire, 1800-1851 (C am bridge: H arv ard  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 0 ),
p . 143. Cole b a se d  h i s  g e o g ra p h ic a l  re g io n s  on a  s tu d y  by M argery 
H ow arth, New H am pshire: A S tudy  o f  I t s  C i t i e s  and Towns in  R e la t io n
to  T h e ir  P h y s ic a l  B ackground (C oncord : The New H am pshire F o u n d a tio n ,
1936).
4
E m an c ip a to r , December 10 , 1841; S o r in ,A b o l i t io n is m , p . 52 . 
W hitney C ro ss , in  h i s  The B urned-O ver D i s t r i c t  (New Y ork: H a rp e r and
Row, 1 9 5 0 ), p . 222 , s t a t e s  t h a t  in  New York "no c i t y  p ro v ed  . . . 
as s t ro n g  in  a b o l i t i o n  s e n tim e n t as  r u r a l  a r e a s . "  L ou is  F u l l e r  
n o te s  in  The C rusade A g a in s t S la v e ry  (New Y ork: H a rp e r T o rch b o o k s,
1960), p . 29 , t h a t  " th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  movement was b a s i c a l l y  r u r a l ,  
b u t t h i s  was b e c a u se  th e  n a t io n  was overw helm ing ly  r u r a l . "
■* The s ta n d a rd  d e v ia t io n  (sd ) f o r  a b o l i t i o n i s t  towns was 
1394; f o r  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  tow ns, 581 . P o p u la t io n  f ig u r e s  w ere 
ta k en  from  th e  New H am pshire R e g i s t e r , 1835 (C oncord , 1 8 3 5 ), 
pp. 16-18  ( h e r e a f t e r ,  NHR).
O c c a s io n a lly  th ro u g h o u t t h i s  c h a p te r  two t e s t s  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  
s ig n i f i c a n c e — th e  t - t e s t  and C h i-sq u a re  (X^)— w i l l  be  em ployed.
In  b o th  c a s e s ,  r e s u l t s  w i l l  be g iv e n  a t  th e  0 .0 1  l e v e l .
g
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  0 .0 1  l e v e l .
^ M embership f ig u r e s  w ere ta k e n  from  th e  m in u tes  o f  th e  F i r s t  
Annual M eeting  o f  th e  New H am pshire A n ti-S la v e ry  S o c ie ty , Ju n e  4 , 1835.
g
New H am pshire S ta te sm a n , A p r i l  23 , 1831; N .P . R ogers to  
R ich ard  Webb, Ja n u a ry  23, 1842, BPL-ASC.
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9
W ith th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  P lym outh and D u n b arto n , th.e to p  8 towns 
th a t  c o n ta in e d  th e  h ig h e s t  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  had  p o p u la t io n s  
o v er 2000.
P o p u la t io n ,  1830 P e rc e n ta g e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  towns
Plym outh 1175 17.2%
Dover 5549 1 0 .3
D unbarton 1067 8 .4
Newmarket 2013 7 .4
Concord 3727 7 .2
G offstow n 2213 7 .2
Som ersw orth 3090 6 .7
Boscawen 2093 5 .5
P o p u la tio n  f ig u r e s  w ere e x t r a c te d  from  NHR, 1835 ; m em bership f ig u r e s  
can b e  found i n  th e  m in u te s  o f  th e  F i r s t  A nnual M e e tin g .
^  S ig n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  0 .0 1  l e v e l .
^  P o p u la t io n  f i g u r e s  w ere e x t r a c t e d  from  NHR, 1835 . The th r e e  
m i l l  towns e x p e r ie n c e d  phenom enal grow th betw een  1820 and 1830.
Dover Som ersw orth Newmarket
P o p u la t io n , 1820 2871 841 1033
P o p u la t io n ,  1830 5549 3090 2013
P e rc e n ta g e  Change +93.2% +267.4% +94.9%
12 In  h i s  s tu d y  o f J a c k s o n ia n  Dem ocracy, Donald Cole u se s  th e  
same econom ic c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  to  p ro b e  th e  d im en sio n s  o f  th e  New 
Ham pshire D em ocratic  p a r ty .  See C o le , p p . 146-48 .
By d iv id in g  th e  a s s e s s e d  t a x  by th e  p o p u la t io n  a  more 
a c c u ra te  gauge o f a to w n 's  r e l a t i v e  w e a lth  w i l l  em erge. F o r in s t a n c e ,  
th e  town o f Concord was a s s e s s e d  $16 .00  f o r  e v e ry  $1 ,000  to  be  r a i s e d  
(and f o r  e v e ry  1 ,0 0 0  in  town p o p u la t i o n ) . The town o f H en n ik er 
was a s s e s s e d  $ 7 .8 0 . I t  a p p e a rs  t h a t ,  b a se d  on th e  a s s e s s e d  f i g u r e ,  
Concord was w e a l th i e r  th a n  H e n n ik e r . But when th e  a s s e s s e d  ta x  i s  
d iv id e d  by th e  p o p u la t io n  (and m u l t ip l i e d  by 1 0 0 0 ), C oncord’ s 
a d ju s te d  ta x  r a t e  i s  $4 .29  and H e n n ik e r’s i s  $ 4 .5 2 .
13 B ecause th e  a d ju s te d  t a x  r a t e s  w ere f a i r l y  e v en ly  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  
i t  was d i f f i c u l t  to  random ly s e l e c t  m e an in g fu l c a te g o r i e s .  The 
c lu s t e r in g  te c h n iq u e  d iv id e d  th e  tow ns in to  5 U nequal g ro u p s . For 
a d is c u s s io n  o f h i e r a r c h i c a l  c l u s t e r i n g ,  s e e  C h a rle s  W e th e r e l l ,
"A N ote on H ie r a r c h i c a l  C lu s t e r in g ,"  H i s t o r i c a l  M ethods N e w s le t te r , 
X(Summer, 1 9 7 7 ), pp . 109-16 .
14 S ig n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  0 .0 1  l e v e l .  Tax r a t e s  w ere  ta k e n  from  
Laws o f  New H am pshire (C oncord , 1 9 2 2 ), V ol. 10, pp . 4 1 2 -1 9 .
Tax l i s t s  f o r  th e  f iv e  towns may be found in  th e  New 
H am pshire H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty .  The d a te s  f o r  th e  ta x  l i s t s  a r e :
Durham, 1835; New Ip sw ic h , 1835; Campton, 1836; Loudon, 1835; and 
Newmarket, 1834. Names o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  W higs, and D em ocrats w ere 
tak en  from  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s o u rc e s ,  b u t  m ost o f  them can be  found  in
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E e ra ld  o f  Freedom , A p r i l  2 9 , 1836 and Septem ber 3 , 1836; P a t r i o t , 
F eb ru a ry  2 and 9 , 1835, F eb ru a ry  1 , 1836; New H am pshire S ta te sm a n , 
June 23 , 1832, Jan u a ry  4 , 1835.
16 S ta te -w id e  e l e c t i o n  r e tu r n s  may be found  in  th e  M anual f o r  
th e  G en era l C ourt (C oncord , 189 1 ).
^  New H am pshire S ta te sm a n , F eb ru a ry  23 , 1833. Upon b e in g  
n o t i f i e d  o f  th e  Whig s l a t e  f o r  1833, th e  e d i t o r  o f  th e  W higgish  
S ta tesm an  com plained  t h a t  no u r own s e l e c t i o n  would have  p re s e n te d  
an a lm o st e n t i r e  c h a n g e .”
18 A ll  o f f i c i a l  r e tu r n s  may be found a t  th e  New H am pshire S ta te  
A rc h iv e s . But s e e  a ls o  P a t r i o t , March 14 , 1831 and November 20 ,
1832. The e ig h t  e l e c t i o n s  w ere : th e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s  o f
1828 and 1832 and th e  G u b e rn a to r ia l  e l e c t i o n s  f o r  1828, 1829,
1830, 1831, 1832 and 1835.
19 F or th e  m ost p a r t ,  th e  26 a b o l i t i o n i s t s  l iv e d  in  M ilfo rd , 
Plym outh, and New Ip sw ic h . George R am sd e ll, H is to ry  o f  M ilfo rd  
(Concord: The Rum sford P r e s s ,  1 9 0 1 ), p a s s im ; C h arle s  C h an d le r ,
The H is to ry  o f  New Ip sw ic h , 1735-1914 (F i tc h b u rg ,  M a s sa c h u se tts :  
S e n t in e l  P r e s s ,  1 9 1 4 ) , p a ss im ; E z ra  S te a r n s ,  H is to ry  o f  Plym outh 
(C am bridge: U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 0 6 ), p a s s im .
20 S o r in ,  The New York A b o l i t i o n i s t s , p . 105. S o r in  found  th a t  
f o r  th e  16 i d e n t i f i a b l e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  l e a d e r s ,  15 w ere W higs. See 
a ls o  W a lte r s ,  The A n t is la v e r y  A p p ea l, p . 16.
21 New H am pshire W higs, l i k e  m ost Whigs in  th e  N o rth , backed  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  on a  number o f  i s s u e s  even though  th ey  th e m se lv e s  
rem ained  a lo o f  from  th e  movement. For a  breakdow n o f Whig v o t in g  
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CHAPTER IV
"FEDERALISTS, FANATICS, AND FOREIGNERS"
In  New H am psh ire , as in  m ost n o r th e r n  s t a t e s ,  th e  s l a v e r y
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i s s u e  was a  s e n s i t i v e  one sn?i thc-sa who f e a r e d  o r  h a te d 1 th e  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  made t h e i r  d i s p le a s u r e  known in  a  v a r i e t y  o f  w ays. 
A b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere  e x c o r ia te d  in  th e  p r e s s , denounced a t  v a r io u s  
p o l i t i c a l  g a th e r in g s ,  and o f te n  w ere  ch ased  th ro u g h  th e  s t r e e t s  by 
angry  mobs. T hese re sp o n se s  to  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  d e r iv e d  from  a 
number o f  c o n s id e r a t io n s .  Many u n sy m p a th e tic  n o r th e r n e r s  f e l t  
uneasy— i f  n o t  in d ig n a n t— a t  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s '  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  
b la c k s  sh o u ld  e n jo y  th e  same r i g h t s  as w h i te s .  They a ls o  b e l ie v e d  
th a t  a n t i - s l a v e r y  a c t i v i t y  th r e a te n e d  th e  R ep u b lic  b e ca u se  s e n s i t i v e  
s o u th e r n e r s ,  p e r c e iv in g  th a t  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  n o r th e rn  p o p u la t io n  
w ere e n d an g e rin g  t h e i r  " p r o p e r ty ,"  m igh t w ith d raw  from  th e  U nion .
In  a d d i t io n ,  many o f  th e  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t s  r e s e n te d  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s '  
s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  o r i g i n s ,  w hich a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t s ^  c la im ed  
w ere founded upon an a r i s t o c r a t i c - F e d e r a l i s t  n ex u s.
W hile a l l  o f  th e s e  re sp o n se s  w ere  m a n ife s te d  i n  New H am psh ire , 
n o t ev ery o n e  h a r s h ly  denounced th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  
many p eo p le  w ere co n cern ed  w ith  th e  grow ing d iv i s iv e n e s s  and 
b i t t e r n e s s  c r e a te d  by th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s '  a t t a c k  upon s l a v e r y .  Many 
c lergym en, f o r  in s t a n c e ,  c o u ld  n o t  be  p a r t  o f  a  movement in  w hich 
" v in d ic t iv e n e s s "  p la y e d  such  a  l a r g e  r o l e .  C hurches e s p e c i a l l y  w ere 
d iv id e d  o v e r th e  q u e s t io n  o f  em an c ip a tio n  and th e  means to  e f f e c t  i t .
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Even though  c lergym en w ere  h ig h ly  v i s i b l e  in  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t
movement, many New H am pshire r e l i g i o u s  le a d e r s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  to
engage i n  su ch  a v o l a t i l e  d e b a te  m eant s a c r i f i c i n g  th e  autonom y and
harmony o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  c h u rc h e s . The R everend J .  Atwood, a
F rancestow n  B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r ,  u rg ed  h i s  b r e th r e n  to  s ta n d  a lo o f  from
th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  e x c i te m e n t .  W hile he  r e g r e t t e d  th e  e v i l s  o f
s la v e ry  i t  was n e v e r th e le s s  h i s  d u ty  and th e  d u ty  o f  h i s  fe l lo w
m in is te r s  " to  w ith d raw  e n t i r e l y  from  t h i s  unhallow ed  c o n tro v e rs y "
b ecau se  a  m i n i s t e r ’ s p rim ary  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was to  p re a c h  th e  g o sp e l
to  h i s  f lo c k .  Any d e v ia t io n  from  t h i s  c o u rse  " i s  b u t le a v in g  th e
word o f  God to  s e r v e  ta b 3 .e s ."  M oreover, B a p t i s t  u n i ty  w ould  be
s a c r i f i c e d ,  s in c e  many s o u th e rn  B a p t i s t s  w ould ta k e  o f f e n s e  to  a n t i -
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s la v e ry  r e s o lu t io n s  p a sse d  by n o r th e r n  c h u rc h e s .
L ik e w ise , a group o f  " n e u t r a l "  C o n g re g a tio n a l m in i s t e r s  u rg ed  
th e  New H am pshire O b s e rv e r , th e  s t a t e ' s  C o n g re g a tio n a l o rg a n , to  
cease  p u b l i s h in g  a c c o u n ts  o f a b o l i t i o n i s t  a c t i v i t i e s .  The m in i s t e r s  
n o te d  t h a t  C o n g r e g a t io n a l i s t s  in  New H am pshire w ere  d iv id e d  on th e  
s u b je c t ,  and such, d is c u s s io n  w i th in  th e  o f f i c i a l  p re s s  m ere ly  
in flam e d  te m p e rs . To ig n o re  th e  m a t te r  w ould be th e  b e s t  p o s s ib le
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co u rse  and w ould  p re v e n t  f u r t h e r  d iv i s io n s  among C o n g r e g a t io n a l i s t s .
The f e a r  o f  i r r e p a r a b l e  d i s lo c a t io n s  w i th in  th e  C h r i s t i a n  
community was a m a jo r i s s u e  a t  Andover T h e o lo g ic a l  S em in ary , th e  
p r i n c i p a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  s u p p l ie d  many f u tu r e  New H am pshire 
C o n g re g a tio n a l m i n i s t e r s .  Upon h e a r in g  th e  sp ee c h es  o f  s e v e r a l  
n a t io n a l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  a g e n ts ,  th e  Andover s tu d e n t s  c r e a te d  an 
a b o l i t i o n i s t  s o c ie ty  in  1835. The f a c u l t y ,  h ow ever, announced t h a t  
i t  would rem ain  a lo o f  from  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  b e ca u se  i t  d id  n o t
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w ish to  see  th e  Sem inary tu rn e d  i n t o  a  b a s t i o n  o f a b o l i t io n is m .
In  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  "p ea c e  and u n io n "— and w ith  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f 
Lane Sem inary no doub t f r e s h  in  t h e i r  m inds— th e  f a c u l ty  v o te d  n o t  
to  d is c u s s  th e  s u b je c t  b e ca u se  a n t i - s l a v e r y  a c t i v i t i e s  w ould  c o n f l i c t  
w ith  t h e i r  m a jo r d u ty  o f  t r a i n i n g  o th e r s  " f o r  th e  s a c re d  o f f i c e . "
The f a c u l ty  th e n  " s t r o n g ly  s u g g e s te d "  to  th e  s tu d e n t s  t h a t  th e y  
d isb an d  t h e i r  o r g a n iz a t io n  b e c a u s e , a s  one p r o f e s s o r  rem ark ed ,
s la v e ry  was a  s u b je c t  i n  w hich th e  s tu d e n t s  "had no p e r s o n a l  c o n c e rn ."
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A fte r  some argum ent th e  s tu d e n ts  d isb an d e d  t h e i r  s o c i e ty .
I f  by th e  m id -1 8 3 0 Ts th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  d e b a te  was c ap a b le  o f  
d iv id in g  r e l i g i o u s  b o d ie s ,  i t  was u n a b le  to  d iv id e  th e  New H am pshire 
D em ocrats, b e c a u se  th e  p a r ty  o f  Jack so n  had  ta k e n  th e  o f f e n s iv e  
a g a in s t  th e  " p e r n ic io u s  d o c t r in e s "  o f  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  C le a r ly  
th e  m ost v i t r i o l i c  s o u rc e  o f a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s m  w i th in  th e  s t a t e ,  
Ja c k so n ia n  D em ocrats d i r e c t e d  t h e i r  i r e  tow ard  th e  p o l i t i c a l  o r ig i n s  
o f th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  th e  t h r e a t  o f  b la c k  e q u a l i t y ,  and th e  f e a r  
th a t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ould d i s r u p t  th e  Union and tra m p le  upon th e  
C o n s t i tu t io n .
I t  was e a sy  f o r  th e  J a c k s o n ia n s  to  v i l i f y  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  as 
"broker, down f e d e r a l i s t - W h ig  p o l i t i c i a n s "  b e c a u s e , i n  f a c t ,  many 
o f th e  s t a t e ' s  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  had  em erged from  Whig backgrounds 
(see  C h ap te r  I I I ) .  S in ce  th e  Whigs w ere  so  weak in  New H am psh ire , 
th e  D em ocrats assum ed t h a t  a b o l i t i o n i s t  s o c i e t i e s  w ere b e in g  u sed  as 
co n v en ien t s te p p in g  s to n e s  to  pow er, i f  o n ly  th e  fo rm er Whigs co u ld  
make s la v e r y  an im p o r ta n t  i s s u e .^  C au tio u s  D em ocrats b e l ie v e d  t h a t  
th e  o n ly  way to  p re v e n t  su ch  an o c c u r re n c e  would be to  d i s c r e d i t  
b o th  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  c ru sa d e  and th e  " f e d e r a l i s t - W h ig "  p o l i t i c i a n s
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who w ere f r i e n d ly  to  th e  c a u se .
R eaders o f  th e  D em o cra tic  New H am pshire P a t r i o t  w ere  c o n s ta n t ly  
rem inded ab o u t th e  " t r e a c h e r i e s "  o f  th e  F e d e r a l i s t  H a r t fo rd  
C o n v en tio n , th e  " b lu e  l i g h t s "  o f  New E n g lan d , and th e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  
f i n a n c i a l  p rogram s o f  A lex an d e r H am ilto n . A cco rd in g  to  th e  P a t r i o t , 
th e  o n ly  d i f f e r e n c e  among a F e d e r a l i s t ,  W hig, and a b o l i t i o n i s t  was 
th e  name; no m a t te r  how f r e q u e n t ly  th e  p a r ty  chose  to  change i t s  
l a b e l ,  th e  p e o p le  rem ained  th e  sam e. Those a g i t a t i n g  th e  s la v e  
q u e s t io n  " a r e  th o s e  who have [a lw ay s] b een  th e  d e te rm in e d  fo e s  o f  
th e  r e p u b l ic a n  p a r t y . "  In  C oncord , th e  P a t r i o t  n o te d  t h a t  a l l  th e  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere  Whigs and " f e d e r a l i s t s  o f  th e  s t r a i g h t e s t  s e c t . "  
The le a d e r s  o f  th e  s t a t e s '  a n t i - s l a v e r y  o r g a n iz a t io n  " a r e  e i t h e r
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b a n k ru p t [ F e d e r a l i s t ]  p o l i t i c i a n s  o r  t h e i r  a g e n ts ."
W hile th e  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t  D em ocrats d id  p o s s e s s  a  n a t u r a l  
a n t ip a th y  tow ard  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s '  W higgish b ack g ro u n d , th e y  w ere 
more co n cern ed  o v e r th e  f a c t  t h a t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere  a p p a r e n t ly  
m aking re m a rk a b le  g a in s  i n  h e a v i ly  M e th o d is t a r e a s .  As i n d ic a te d  
in  C h ap ter I I I , M e th o d is ts  had t r a d i t i o n a l l y  g iv en  D em ocrats o f  
New H am pshire la r g e  p l u r a l i t i e s ,  b u t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  was b e in g  
underm ined by th e  e f f o r t s  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  To combat th e  p o s s ib le  
e ro s io n  o f  M e th o d is t s u p p o r t ,  th e  D em ocrats r e p r in t e d  a r t i c l e s  and 
e d i t o r i a l s  from  M eth o d is t c lergym en th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n try  denouncing  
a b o l i t io n is m ;  b u t  when t h i s  t a c t i c  a p p a r e n t ly  f a i l e d  to  p re v e n t  th e  
M eth o d is t exodus to  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  c a u s e , New H am pshire D em ocrats 
e s c a la te d  t h e i r  a t t a c k s  upon th e  " a r i s t o c r a t i c a l  f e d e r a l i s t s , "  
h o p in g  to  c a p i t a l i z e  upon econom ic d i f f e r e n c e s  betw een  r u r a l  
M e th o d is ts  and th e  more co sm o p o litan  a b o l i t i o n i s t  l e a d e r s h ip .
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L ik e w ise , th e  D em ocrats beg an  r e f e r r i n g  to  a b o l i t i o n  as  a 
" C o n g r e g a t io n a l - F e d e r a l i s t"  p l o t ,  p ro b a b ly  h o p in g  t h a t  M e th o d is ts  
w ould remember th e  days b e fo re  th e  T o le r a t io n  A ct o f  1819 when no n - 
C o n g r e g a t io n a l is ts  w ere  r e q u i r e d  to  s u p p o r t  a C o n g re g a tio n a l c le rg y  
in  t h e i r  tow ns. W hatever th e  r e s u l t ,  th e  D em ocrats w ere  a d e p t a t  
a s s o c ia t i n g  " f e d e r a l i s m "  w ith  a b o l i t io n i s m ,  even though  m ost New
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H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  had  ren o u n ced  t h e i r  fo rm er Whig a f f i l i a t i o n .
I f  th e  D em ocrats w ere  u n ab le  to  h a l t  th e  M e th o d is t f l i g h t  to
a b o l i t io n is m ,  th e y  w ere  more s u c c e s s f u l  w ith  th e  g e n e r a l  p o p u la t io n
when th ey  to o k  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  to  t a s k  f o r  a d v o c a tin g  b la c k
e q u a l i t y .  New Hampshiremen re sem b led  m ost n o r th e r n e r s  i n  t h a t  th e y
had l i t t l e  re g a rd  f o r  th e  r i g h t s  o f  b la c k s .  In d e e d , m ost v iew ed
s la v e ry  as a l e g i t im a te  s o u th e rn  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  sh o u ld  be f r e e  to
o p e ra te  w ith o u t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  from  " f a n a t i c a l  n o r t h e r n e r s . "  The
P a t r i o t  c o n t in u a l ly  e x to l l e d  th e  v i r t u e s  o f  th e  k in d - h e a r te d
s o u th e rn  m a s te r ,  and r e i t e r a t e d  th e  D em ocracy’s s u p p o r t  f o r  th e
i n s t i t u t i o n ,  even  w h ile  acknow ledg ing  th a t  c e r t a i n  e v i l s  m ig h t e x i s t .
Y e t, on b a la n c e ,  th e  s t a t e ’s D em ocrats b e l ie v e d  th a t  th e  b la c k  man
8was. b e s t  s u i t e d  f o r  s la v e r y  and sh o u ld  rem ain  in  bondage.
Inasmuch as m ost New H am pshire c i t i z e n s  had  few m o ra l qualm s 
o v e r s l a v e r y ,  i t  was no s u r p r i s e  t h a t  th e y  v iew ed  th e  i d e a l  o f  r a c i a l  
e q u a l i ty  as " fo r e ig n "  o r  " a l i e n . "  I t  was u n th in k a b le  t h a t  s la v e s  o r 
f r e e  b la c k s  co u ld  be  c o n s id e re d  m o ra lly , i n t e l l e c t u a l l y ,  o r  even 
l e g a l ly  e q u a l w ith  w h i te s .  Those who h e ld  su ch  " d i a b o l i c a l "  n o t io n s  
w ere th e r e f o r e  condemned as " n ig g e r s "  o r  " n ig g e r lo v e r s . "  Upon 
r e c e iv in g  a  com p lim en ta ry  copy o f  th e  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom , one 
in c e n se d  c i t i z e n  from  A ndover, New H am pshire a sk ed  th a t  he  n e v e r
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a g a in  be b o th e re d  by " t h i s  sm u tty  c o n c e rn " ; th e  id e a  o f  r a c i a l
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e q u a l i ty  a d v o ca te d  by " th e  B lack  H e ra ld "  was "su ch  a  d a rk  t h i n g ."
New H a m p sh ir ite s  w ere  p a r t i c u l a r l y  shocked  and a p p a l le d  t h a t
th e  movement had  a t t r a c t e d  s c o re s  o f  women v o lu n te e r s  who le d  th e
numerous p e t i t i o n  d r i v e s ,  spoke a t  c o n v e n tio n s , and form ed t h e i r
own l o c a l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s .  R e f e r r in g  to  th e  o u tsp o k en
A n g e lin a  and S a rah  Grimke as " o ld  m a id s ,"  th e  New H am pshire P a t r i o t
rep rim anded  them  f o r  a d v o c a tin g  freedom  f o r  " n ig g e r s "  b e fo re  a
s e x u a lly -m ix e d  a u d ie n c e . The P a t r i o t  w ould have p u b lis h e d  more on
th e  G rim kes' e f f o r t s  i n  Amesbury, M a s s a c h u s e tts ,  b u t  th e  e d i t o r  o f
th e  l o c a l  p a p e r  i n  t h a t  town w ould  n o t convey th e  e n t i r e  s to r y
s in c e  th e  "p rom iscuous n a tu r e "  o f  m ixed a u d ie n c e s  was so  " i n d e l i c a t e
th a t  he  f e a re d  i t s  p u b l i c a t io n  m ig h t i n j u r e  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  h i s
p a p e r . In  s i m i l a r  f a s h io n ,  th e  D em ocrats n e v e r  t i r e d  o f  fo c u s in g
upon th e  s e x u a l  them e. The P a t r i o t  s a r c a s t i c a l l y  a sk e d :
Why a re  a l l  th e  o ld  m aids a b o l i t i o n i s t s ?  B ecause n o t  b e in g  
a b le  to  o b ta in  w h ite  h u sb a n d s , th e y  th in k  th e y  may s ta n d  
some chance f o r  a n ig g e r ,  i f  th ey  can o n ly  make am algam ation  
f a s h i o n a b l e . ^
A cco rd ing  to  th e  J a c k s o n ia n s , f r e e d  s la v e s  and o th e r  b la c k s —
under th e  a p p ro v in g  eyes o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s —w ould swarm to  w h ite
women and e v e n tu a l ly  p o l lu t e  th e  r a c e .  At a  l o c a l  p a r ty  g a th e r in g
i n  B a m s te a d , D em ocrats p a sse d  r e s o lu t io n s  denouncing  th e  New
Ham pshire A n ti-S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  b e ca u se  i t  a c t i v e ly  so u g h t am algam ation
o f  th e  r a c e s .  One s p e a k e r  a sk e d :
I s  th e  c h a s te  and d e l i c a t e  fem ale  o f  o u r c o u n try  p re p a re d  
to  re g a rd  th e  A f r ic a n  a s  a  f i t  companion f o r  th e  n u p t i a l  
couch? I s  th e  A m erican g en tlem an  p re p a re d  to  ta k e  th e  b la c k  
woman as th e  w ife  o f  h i s  bosom? The id e a  i s  d i s g u s t i n g ! 12
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To u n d e rsc o re  i t s  c h a rg e  t h a t  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  c ru sa d e  was 
w orking  a g a in s t  th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  w h ite  r a c e ,  th e  D em ocratic  
p re s s  p e r s i s t e n t l y  condemned le a d in g  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and t h e i r  p a p e r  
in  r a c i a l  te rm s . N a th a n ie l  P . R ogers was r e f e r r e d  to  as "N ig g er N at" 
o r  th e  " r e d - h a i r e d  n ig g e r  dem ogogue"; A lbe Cady was a  " f e d e r a l i s t  
n ig g e r ,"  and th e  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom was " th e  N ig g er H e r a ld ."  George 
Kent was re p ro a c h e d  f o r  a llo w in g  " n ig g e r s "  to  e a t  d in n e r  a t  h i s  
t a b l e ,  w h ile  w h ite  s e r v a n t  g i r l s  a t e  t h e i r s  in  h i s  k i t c h e n ,  th e re b y  
" d eg rad in g  th e  w h ite  l a b o r e r  below  th e  l e v e l  o f  th e  m ost i l l i t e r a t e
j  •  *. « 1 3and ig n o ra n t  n e g ro .
I f  th e  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  th e  s t a t e  w ere  d i s tu r b e d  by th e
p le a  f o r  r a c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  th e y  w ere e q u a l ly  d is tu r b e d  by w hat th ey
fo resaw  as r e a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s :  th e  v i o l a t i o n  o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n a l
r i g h t s  o f  th e  S ou th  and th e  d i s s o lu t io n  o f  th e  R e p u b lic . The
concep t o f  th e  Union w as so s a c re d  to  th e  New H am pshire D em ocrats
t h a t  th ey  le d  a  f r e n z ie d  a t t a c k  upon th o s e  who would d e s tr o y  i t .  Both
th e  n o r th e rn  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and th e  s o u th e rn  n u l l i f i e r s — m in o r i t i e s
in  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  s e c t io n s — posed  th e  m ajo r t h r e a t  to  th e  n a t io n .
As New H am pshire D em ocrats p e rc e iv e d  th e  s i t u a t i o n ,  b o th  groups
would seek , th e  o b je c t s  o f  t h e i r  in d iv id u a l  c ru sa d e s  a t  th e  expense
o f th e  U nion. T h e re fo re , th ey  c o n c lu d e d , th e  C alhoun n u l l i f i e r s
and th e  n o r th e rn  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  had  p ro b a b ly  s t r u c k  a  b a rg a in  to
a t t a c k  n o t o n ly  th e  Union b u t  th e  " t r u e "  D eom cratic  p a r ty  t h a t  
14p r o te c te d  i t .
B oth  g roups w ere a t ta c k e d ,  b u t th e  n u l l i f i e r s  w ere denounced 
on ly  m ild ly  in  New H am pshire D em ocratic  c i r c l e s  b e ca u se  th e y  w e re , 
a f t e r  a l l ,  s t i l l  D em ocrats. The a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  how ever, w ere  n o t ,
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and th e y  w ere  more num erous and w id e sp rea d  th a n  th e  n u l l i f i e r s .
H ence, a b o l i t i o n i s t s  p o sed  th e  more s e r io u s  t h r e a t  to  th e  U n io n .^
By a d v o c a tin g  freedom  f o r  s l a v e s ,  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  n o t  on ly  
th re a te n e d  th e  U nion, b u t  d e n ie d  s o u th e r n e r s  t h e i r  r i g h t s  u n d e r th e  
C o n s t i tu t io n .  I f  th e  s o u th e r n e r s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e i r  p ro p e r ty  was in  
any way je o p a r d iz e d  th e y  would le a v e  th e  U nion. T h e re fo re ,  th e  
New H am pshire D em ocrats la u n ch e d  a  cam paign to  r e a s s u r e  th e  South  
th a t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere a m in o r i ty  in  th e  N o rth  and t h a t  m ost 
n o r th e r n e r s  w ere com m itted to  s l a v e r y ,  w hich was g u a ra n te e d  u n d er 
th e  C o n s t i tu t io n .
At an a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t  m e e tin g  i n  F r a n k l in ,  th e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
p ra is e d  th e  "com prom ises" o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  and u rg ed  n o r th e r n e r s  
to  con v in ce  th e  South  t h a t  th e  v a s t  m a jo r i ty  o f  New Hampshiremen 
"n o t o n ly  acknow ledge t h e i r  [ s o u th e r n e r s ' ]  r i g h t s , b u t a re  read y  
to  a id  in  t h e i r  d e f e n s e ."  C om pliance w ith  th e  demands o f th e  
im m ediate e m a n c ip a t io n is ts  w ould be  tan tam o u n t to  "a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  
th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  o f th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  w hich e x p re s s ly  g u a ra n te e d  
to  each  S ta te  th e  e x c lu s iv e  r i g h t  o f  l e g i s l a t i n g  f o r  i t s  own
. .  J.16c i t i z e n s .
L ik e w ise , p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  an a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t  g a th e r in g  a t  
M ered ith  B rid g e  a f f irm e d  t h a t  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  was "a  s a c re d  com pact" 
th a t  g ra n te d  s o u th e r n e r s  th e  r i g h t  to  own s l a v e s .  The M ered ith  
B ridge  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t s  r e a s s u r e d  th e  S ou th  t h a t  th e y  c o n tin u e d  
to  " re g a rd  t h i s  g u a ra n te e  as in v io l a b l e "  b e ca u se  no s t a t e  had  th e  
r i g h t  to  tam per w ith  th e  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  o f  a n o th e r  s t a t e .  T ru e , 
s la v e ry  may be an e v i l ,  b u t s o u th e r n e r s  w ere n o t  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  
i t ;  E ngland had  fo rc e d  th e  u n s u s p e c tin g  c o lo n ie s  to  a d o p t i t  e a r ly
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i n  th e  se v e n te e n th , c e n tu ry .  I f  th e  c h a rg e  o f  i n j u s t i c e  w ere to  be
17made, i t  sh o u ld  be  d i r e c t e d  a t  E n g lan d . S im i la r ly ,  an a n t i ­
a b o l i t i o n i s t  m ee tin g  in  P o rtsm o u th  u rg ed  th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to  
p a ss  law s " c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n "  in  o rd e r  t h a t  th e
p eo p le  o f  th e  South  w ould be  p r o te c te d  "from  any movements i n  t h i s
18s t a t e  in  r e g a rd  to  a b o l i t i o n . "
D em ocratic  o f f i c e  h o ld e r s  to o k  a d v an ta g e  o f  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  in
s t a t e  governm ent to  so o th e  s o u th e rn  f e a r s  and to  denounce th e
a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  In  h i s  1836 an n u a l m essage to  th e  s t a t e ,  G overnor
I s a a c  H i l l  d e fen d ed  s la v e h o ld e r s  as k in d ly  m a s te rs  who s t e a d f a s t l y
av o id ed  w h ip p in g  t h e i r  s l a v e s .  A b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  how ever, w ere " f i r e
b ra n d s"  who so u g h t to  i n c i t e  s la v e  r e b e l l i o n s .  As an o b l ig a t io n  to
t h e i r  s i s t e r  s t a t e s  in  th e  S o u th , H i l l  d e c la r e d ,  n o r th e r n  l e g i s l a t u r e s
19sh o u ld  make e v e ry  a t te m p t to  m uzzle th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  f a n a t i c s .
D em ocratic  members in  th e  Hew H am pshire House a ls o  s t r u c k  a  n o te  
o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  s o u th e rn  r i g h t s .  S eek in g  to  a c t  fa v o ra b ly  on s e v e r a l  
s o u th e rn  m em oria ls  p re s e n te d  to  th e  law -m akers u rg in g  p e n a l 
en ac tm en ts  a g a in s t  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  D em ocrats in tr o d u c e d  r e s o lu t io n s  
p la c a t in g  th e  South  and d en ouncing  " th o s e  [n o r th e rn ]  p ro p h e ts  o f  
e v i l . "  W hile th e  House d id  n o t su p p re s s  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  p r e s s  as 
s o u th e rn  law -m akers had h o p ed , i t  n e v e r th e le s s  a f f irm e d  t h a t  th e  
C o n s t i tu t io n  g u a ra n te e d  th e  r i g h t  to  own s l a v e s ,  t h a t  s la v e r y  sh o u ld  
n o t be a b o l is h e d  in  th e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C olum bia, and t h a t  th e  a b o l i t i o n ­
i s t s  w ere un d erm in in g  th e  s p i r i t  o f  n a t i o n a l  com prom ise. W hile  some 
Whigs, s u p p o rte d  th e s e  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  o th e r s  d e fen d ed  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s '  
r i g h t  o f f r e e  d i s c u s s io n ,  a rg u in g  t h a t  any group had th e  r i g h t  to  
p r i n t  w hat i t  d e s i r e d ,  even  though  " e r r o r  o f  o p in io n "  may be  th e
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r e s u l t .  Some Whigs in tr o d u c e d  t h e i r  own r e s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  condemned 
th e  s o u th e rn  m em o ria ls  as  an i n t e r f e r e n c e  w ith  " th e  r i g h t s  o f  th e  
f r e e  c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  n o n -s la v e h o ld in g  s t a t e s . "  The W higs' c o u n te r ­
m easures w ere met w ith  s c o rn  and con tem pt. I n  re s p o n se  to  a Whig 
m otion to  d is m is s  th e  s o u th e rn  m em o ria ls , one D em ocratic  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  
s a r c a s t i c a l l y  r e s o lv e d  t h a t  " i t  i s  in e x p e d ie n t  f o r  t h i s  House to  
d is c u s s  th e  su b lim e  m e r i t s  o f  S o u th e rn  S la v e ry , w h ile  N o rth e rn
S laves [W higs] a r e  r e q u i r e d ,  by t h e i r  Task M as te rs  in  g lo v es
20[ a b o l i t i o n i s t s ]  to  w ear th e  c o l l a r  and draw i n  th e  t r a c e s . "
W hether a t  a  D em ocratic  p a r ty  g a th e r in g ,  on th e  f l o o r  o f  th e  
New H am pshire H ouse, o r  a t  a  s p e c i a l  c o n v en tio n  o f  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  
th e  them es o f  d is u n io n  and s o u th e rn  r i g h t s  u n d e r th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  
were c o n t in u a l ly  d is c u s s e d .  Every coun ty  D em ocratic  c o n v e n tio n  in  
1835 and 1836 denounced th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  a s  a g e n ts  o f  d is u n io n .
From s p e c i a l  s t a t e  s e n a t o r i a l  d i s t r i c t  c o n v e n tio n s  to  town g a th e r in g s , 
th e  D em ocratic  p a r t i c i p a n t s  r e i t e r a t e d  th e  r i g h t s  o f  s o u th e rn
21s la v e h o ld e r s  and condemned th e  " f a n a t i c s "  who th r e a te n e d  th e  U nion.
In  th e  ch arg ed  a tm o sp h ere  o f  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t  m e e tin g s , 
r e s o lu t io n s ,  and e d i t o r i a l s ,  i t  was o n ly  a m a t te r  o f  tim e  b e fo re  
some c i t i z e n s  r e s o r t e d  to  p h y s ic a l  m eans. In  th e  1830 ' s ,  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
everyw here w ere  p e l te d  w ith , s to n e s  and e g g s , ch ased  from  c h u rc h e s , 
and s p a t  upon by an o u tra g e d  p o p u la c e . A n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t  spokesm en 
c o n t in u a l ly  a d d re s se d  th e  p rob lem  o f  mob v io le n c e  in  p a ra d o x ic a l  
and c o n f l i c t i n g  te rm s . W hile th e y  d is c o u ra g e d  p h y s ic a l  a s s a u l t s  
upon a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  th ey  n e v e r th e le s s  c o n t r ib u te d  to  su ch  a c t io n s  
by em ploying in flam m a to ry  la n g u ag e . A f te r  n o t in g  th a t  i t  was 
"opposed to  mobs and Lynch, law  o f  ev ery  d e s c r i p t i o n , "  th e  D em ocratic
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New H am pshire G a z e tte  c o n tin u e d  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  " s t i l l ,  we s h a l l  n o t
shed  a  t e a r  in  t h e i r  [ th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ' ]  b e h a l f ,  n o r  r a i s e  a  c ry
%■!
a g a in s t  i t ,  i f  e v e ry  m o th e r 's  son  o f  them i s  d rag g ed  th ro u g h  a
22t a r - b a r r e l ,  and r o l l e d  i n  a  f e a th e r  b e d ."
Much o f  t h i s  s e n tim e n t was t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  a c t i o n .  The New 
H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t  a g en t George S to r r s  was d rag g ed  from  th e  p u l p i t  
in  P i t t s f i e l d ' s  C o n g re g a tio n a l ch u rch  and ch arg ed  w ith  " b ra w lin g ."
He was g iv en  th r e e  m onths h a rd  la b o r  b u t  th e  c o n v ic t io n  was r e v e r s e d  
upon a p p e a l. At th e  B a p t i s t  ch u rch  in  N ew port, an a n t i - s l a v e r y  
m eetin g  was d i s r u p te d  a f t e r  l o c a l  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t s  th rew  b o t t l e s  
and ro ck s  a t  th e  b u i ld in g .  One ro c k  was h u r le d  i n to  th e  chu rch  
w here i t  s t r u c k  a  woman in  th e  b a c k , w h ile  a n o th e r  l e f t  a la r g e  
h o le  in  th e  p u l p i t .  The a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere e v e n tu a l ly  d r iv e n  away 
when one o f  th e  row d ies r e l e a s e d  a skunk in  th e  c h u rc h . At C o rn ish , 
a l o c a l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  m in i s t e r  d is c o v e re d  h i s  ch u rch  doo rs p a in te d  
b la c k  and a  b la c k  ram t i e d  to  h i s  p u l p i t .  In  P o r tsm o u th , a n t i ­
s la v e ry  m in is te r  D avid Root was ch ased  from  th e  P le a s a n t  S t r e e t
23church, and hounded th ro u g h  th e  s t r e e t s .
A n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t s  i n  Concord w ere e s p e c i a l l y  a c t i v e .  In
December, 1834, E n g lish , a b o l i t i o n i s t  George Thompson was s c h e d u le d
to  sp ea k  a t  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n a l  m e e tin g  o f  th e  Concord Fem ale A n ti-
S la v e ry  S o c ie ty .  In c e n se d  th a t  an " a r i s t o c r a t i c "  f o r e ig n e r  had
th e  te m e r i ty  to  l e c t u r e  d e m o c ra tic  A m ericans on th e  e v i l s  o f  s l a v e r y ,
a group o f  angry  c i t i z e n s  d is r u p te d  th e  m ee tin g  by b re a k in g  windows
and s h o u tin g  i n s u l t s  a t  th e  women. Thompson and th e  women w ere l e f t
u n sca th e d  by th e  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  in  th e  l a t e  summer o f 1835, th e  E n g lish
24a b o l i t i o n i s t  was n o t so  f o r tu n a t e .
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Up on le a r n in g  th a t  Thompson and John  G re e n le a f  W h i t t i e r  w ere
sch e d u le d  to  sp ea k  i n  Concord on F r id a y ,  Septem ber 4 ,  1835, a n t i -
a h o l i t i o n i s t s  c a l l e d  a  fo rm a l m e e tin g  th e  n ig h t  b e fo re  to  c o u n te r a c t
th e  " f a n a t i c s . "  A lth o u g h  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w ere overw helm ing ly  l o c a l
D em ocratic  p o l i t i c i a n s  and e d i t o r s ,  th e  Whig le a d e r s h ip  a l s o  a t te n d e d ,
u n doub ted ly  h o p in g  to  d e f l a t e  th e  p o l i t i c a l l y  dam aging a c c u s a t io n
th a t  th e y  w ere  p r o - a b o l i t i o n i s t . R e s o lu tio n s  w ere  unan im ously
p a sse d  condem ning th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  f o r  " e n g e n d e r[ in g ]  s t r i f e
betw een th e  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e s  . . . and p e r i l l i n g  o u r happy U n io n ."
The Concord a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t s  a l s o  v o ic e d  d i s p le a s u r e  t h a t  " f o re ig n
e m is s a r ie s "  and "d o m e stic  i n c e n d i a r i e s "  w ere p ro p a g a tin g  d o c t r in e s
25th a t  co u ld  le a d  to  a " s e r v i l e  w a r ."
A lthough  th e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  denounced " a l l  v i o l e n t  p ro c e e d in g s
and o u tra g e s  upon p e rso n  and p r o p e r ty ,  and a l l  i l l e g a l  n o t io n s  o f
26e x e c u tin g  summary j u s t i c e  in  any mode n o t s a n c t io n e d  by la w ,"  
i t  was n o t  enough to  p l a c a t e  a h o s t i l e  p o p u la c e , w h ich  assem bled  
a t  th e  Concord C ourt House w here th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  m ee tin g  was to  
he h e ld .  In  an a tte m p t to  f o r e s t a l l  v io le n c e ,  th e  s h e r i f f  lo c k ed  
th e  C ourt House d o o rs  p r e v e n t in g  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  from  m e e tin g . 
U n d e te rre d , th e  angry  group began  s c o u r in g  th e  s t r e e t s  f o r  Thompson 
and W h i t t i e r .  They w ere e v e n tu a l ly  s u c c e s s f u l  and th e  two w ere 
p e l te d  w ith  r o t t e n  eggs and ch ased  to  th e  home o f  George K e n t, a 
lo c a l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  le a d e r .  I n t e n t  on " p u n is h in g "  th e  f o r e ig n e r  
Thompson, th e  crowd made i t s  way to  K e n t 's  home and demanded " th e  
a r i s t o c r a t . "  But Thompson s u c c e s s f u l ly  e lu d e d  h i s  p u rs u e r s  by 
ducking in to  a  n ea rb y  w oods. When th e  s h e r i f f  a r r iv e d  and a s s u re d  
th e  a n t i - a b a l i t i o n i s t s  t h a t  Thompson was n o t  on th e  p r o p e r ty ,  th e
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mob c o n te n te d  i t s e l f  w ith , m aking an e f f ig y  o f  th e  E nglishm an and
b u rn in g  i t  on th e  S ta te  House law n , accom panied by f ir e w o rk s  and
th e  d is c h a rg e  o f  cannons. B oth  Thompson and W h i t t i e r  e v e n tu a l ly
27l e f t  town under d i s g u is e .
A f te r  n o t in g  i t s  d is a p p r o v a l  o f  mob v io le n c e ,  th e  P a t r i o t
p ro c la im ed  t h a t  had Thompson f a l l e n  i n to  th e  hands o f  th e  o u tra g e d
" m u lt i tu d e "  h e  w ould "h av e  g o t w hat he  has lo n g  d e s e rv e d , a c o a t  o f
28t a r  and f e a t h e r s , and a  r i d e  upon a r a i l , i f  n o th in g  w o rs e ."  Even
a p o r t io n  o f  th e  Whig p r e s s  was u p s e t  w ith  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e
Concord a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  The E x e te r  N e w s -L e tte r , l i k e  th e  P a t r i o t ,
d id  n o t condone v io le n c e ,  y e t  i t  v o ic e d  i t s  d is p le a s u r e  a t  " f o r e ig n e r s "
29
and a l l  th o se  " t a in t e d  w i th  A b o l i t io n  p r i n c i p l e s . "
A lthough Concord was th e  s i t e  o f  s e v e r a l  tu m u ltu o u s  c ro w d s, a n t i ­
a b o l i t i o n i s t  fre n z y  re a c h e d  i t s  peak  i n  Canaan w here a l l  th e  i s s u e s  
r a i s e d  by a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t s  found e m o tio n a l e x p re s s io n .  The id e a  
o f a p r iv a te  sc h o o l a t  Canaan had  re c e iv e d  th e  b a c k in g  o f  s i x t y  
tow nspeople  and in  J u n e , 1834, Noyes Academy was in c o r p o r a te d  by 
th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  No m en tio n  was made o f  c o n v e r t in g  i t  i n to  
a r a c i a l l y  in te g r a te d  s c h o o l ,  even  though  a s i z e a b le  m in o r i ty  o f  
th e  p r o p r i e to r s  w ere a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  On J u ly  4 , how ever, th e  
a b o l i t i o n i s t  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  " a c t in g  upon th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  th e  D e c la ra t io n  
o f In d e p e n d en c e ,"  p ro p o sed  to  open th e  doors to  b la c k  s t u d e n t s ,  and 
on August 16, 1834, a p r o p r i e t o r s '  m eetin g  d e b a te d  th e  i s s u e .  Of 
th e  s i x t y  o r i g i n a l  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  t h i r t y - s i x  v o te d  in  f a v o r  o f  a d m it t in g  
b la c k s ,  fo u r te e n  v o te d  a g a in s t ,  and two a b s ta in e d  w h ile  th e  re m a in d e r 
s ta y e d  a t  home. W ith th e  p la n  a d o p te d , th e  p r o p r i e to r s  s e l e c t e d  a 
Board o f T r u s te e s ,  a l l  t e n  o f  whom w ere a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  and o n ly  fo u r
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o f whom r e s id e d  i n  Canaan. N a th a n ie l  P . R ogers o f  P lym outh and
George K ent o f  C oncord, two w ell-know n New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,
w ere in c lu d e d . B o s to n ia n s  Samuel S ew a ll and D avid Lee C h ild  a g re ed
to  s e rv e  as t r u s t e e s ,  a s  d id  D r. Samuel Cox o f  New York C ity .  In
a d d i t io n ,  a b o l i t i o n i s t  W illia m  S c a le s ,  a  s e n io r  a t  Andover
T h e o lo g ic a l S em inary , was h i r e d  as  th e  i n s t r u c t o r .  F in a n c ia l
d i f f i c u l t i e s  k e p t  th e  s c h o o l d o o rs  c lo se d  u n t i l  M arch, 1835; b u t
when th e  s c h o o l f i n a l l y  opened , f o u r te e n  b la c k  and tw e n ty -e ig h t
30w h ite  s tu d e n t s  w ere a d m itte d .
Soon a f t e r  c la s s e s  b e g a n , to w n sp eo p le  open ly  e x p re s s e d  t h e i r
f e a r  and an g e r t h a t  b la c k s  w ere  r e s id in g  in  Canaan. U n s u b s ta n t ia te d
rum ors soon s p re a d  th ro u g h o u t th e  tow n. A co lony  o f  s h i f t l e s s  b la c k
vagabonds w ould fo llo w  th e  s tu d e n ts  and p e rm an en tly  s e t t l e  in
31Canaan, e r e c t in g  h u ts  on th e  m ajo r s t r e e t s .  For th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t
p r e s s ,  o th e r  rum ors w ere " to o  in d e c e n t"  to  be  r e l a t e d ,  b u t  o u tsp o k en
townsmen and th e  D em ocratic  p r e s s  n e v e r  t i r e d  o f  k e e p in g  th e  p u b l ic
in fo rm ed  o f  th e  p o s s ib le  c o n seq u en ces . B lack s  w ere see n  "arm  in  arm"
w ith  w h ite  g i r l s  and G eorge K im b a ll, a  t r u s t e e  who was m ost a c t i v e
in  p rom oting  " th e  p rom iscuous e d u c a tio n  o f  b la c k  and w h ite  s c h o la r s "
h ad , on o c c a s io n ,  s e rv e d  d in n e r  to  b la c k  boys w h ile  a w h ite  s e r v a n t
32g i r l  w a ite d  upon them .
S ud d en ly , f o r  th e  C a n a a n i te s , a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and th e  b la c k s  
t h a t  th ey  had  b e f r ie n d e d  w ere p e rc e iv e d  as r e a l  t h r e a t s ,  j u s t  as 
a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t s  everyw here  had  lo n g  a rg u e d . C e r ta in ly  th e  f e a r  o f  
am algam ation was a  c e n t r a l  c o n ce rn , b u t  t h i s  was compounded by 
th e  f a c t  t h a t  60% o f  th e  t r u s t e e s  w ere " o u t s i d e r s , "  some lo c a te d  
as f a r  away a s  P o r t la n d ,  B o sto n , and New York C ity . In  a d d i t io n
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th o se  t r u s t e e s  l i v i n g  i n  Canaan and v i c i n i t y  w ere  c lo s e  f r i e n d s  o f  
th e  E n g l is h  a r c h - v i l l a i n ,  George Thompson. C le a r ly ,  th e r e  was o n ly  
one way to  c o n t r o l  C anaan’s  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  s i t u a t i o n :  townsmen
would ta k e  q u ic k  a c t io n  to  remove " th e  n ig g e r  s c h o o l"  from  t h e i r  
p re s e n c e .
On J u ly  4 , 1835, a b o u t s e v e n ty  p e o p le  s to rm ed  th e  academy w ith
"b lu d g e o n s , m is s i e s ,  e t c . "  However, th e  crowd was f r ig h te n e d  in to
r e t r e a t  when a  l o c a l  ju d g e  ap p ea re d  and began  ta k in g  nam es. A week
l a t e r ,  u n d e te r re d  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t  le a d e r s  d e c id e d  to  s a n c t io n  t h e i r
33a c t io n s  w i th  l e g a l  a u t h o r i t y .  On J u ly  31, th e y  c a l l e d  a s p e c i a l
town m ee tin g  w here more th a n  80% r e g i s t e r e d  t h e i r  o p p o s i t io n
to  Noyes Academy and announced t h a t  th ey  w ere "d e te rm in e d  to  ta k e
e f f e c t u a l  m easu res to  remove i t . "  I t  was f u r t h e r  r e s o lv e d  t h a t  th e
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  Canaan w ere  th e  a g e n ts  o f  " d e s ig n in g  demagogues and
d e s p e ra te  p o l i t i c i a n s  ab ro ad "  and w ere m o tiv a te d  "by th e  lo v e  o f
3 Ag a in  Im ore] th a n  th e  lo v e  o f  God o r  man. " In  a d d i t i o n ,  th e
m eetin g  r e s o lv e d :
From w hat o u r eyes have  see n  and o u r e a r s  have  h e a r d ,  
r e s p e c t in g  th e  c lo s e  in tim a c y  th a t  e x i s t s  be tw een  some 
o f th e  C o loured  b o y s and w h ite  f e m a le s , we b e l ie v e  i f  
s u f f e r e d  to  go on i t  w i l l  n o t  be lo n g  b e fo re  we s h a l l  
have  l i v i n g  e v id en c e  o f  an am algam ation  o f  b lo o d .35
F u rth e rm o re , th e  Noyes Academy was d e c la r e d  "a  p u b l ic  n u is a n c e  and 
i t  i s  th e  d u ty  o f th e  town to  ta k e  im m ediate  m easures to  rem ove s a id  
n u is a n c e ."  The town th e n  v o te d  to  remove th e  s c h o o l from  i t s  founda­
t io n  on A ugust 10 , 1835, commencing a t  7 :00  A.M. "and  c o n t i n u i n g ]  
w ith o u t in te r m is s io n  u n t i l  th e  m oving o f  s a id  b u i ld in g  i s  c o m p le te d ."
To e x p e d ite  m a t te r s ,  a  " S u p e r in te n d in g  Com m ittee" was a p p o in te d  by
36th e  town to  o v e rse e  th e  rem oval o f  th e  acadeny .
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Protests by the abolitionists that the Noyes Academy was a
p r iv a te  s c h o o l on p r i v a t e  p ro p e r ty  f e l l  on d e a f  e a r s .  "With- th e
S p i r i t  o f ’75" a  la r g e  " l e g a l  a ssem b lag e"  c o n s i s t in g  o f  th r e e
hundred  C an a a n ite s  and s y m p a th iz e rs  from  n ea rb y  tow ns g a th e re d
on th e  m orning o f  A ugust 10. W ith th e  a id  o f  one h u n d red  oxen
and s e v e r a l  dozen c h a in s ,  th e  to w n sp eo p le  w renched  th e  b u i ld in g
from  i t s  fo u n d a tio n  and d rag g ed  i t  i n to  a  n e a rb y  swamp "w here i t
now s ta n d s  . . .  as  a  monument o f  th e  f o l l y  o f  th o se  . . . who a re
37s t r u g g l in g  to  d e s tr o y  w hat o u r f a th e r s  have  g a in e d ."
A f te r  th e  ta s k  was acco m p lish ed  "w ith  v e ry  l i t t l e  n o i s e , "  a  
number o f  r e s o lu t io n s  w ere p a sse d  condem ning th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  as 
"a  co m b in a tio n  o f  d i s o r g a n i z e r s , le d  on by an E n g lishm an , s e n t  to  
t h i s  c o u n try  to  sow se e d s  o f  d is c o r d  and c o n te n t io n  betw een  th e  
N o rth  and th e  S o u th ."  In  a d d i t i o n ,  r e s o lu t io n s  w ere  p a sse d  la u d in g  
th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  as  a s a c re d  compromise betw een  th e  s e c t i o n s ,  
p r a i s in g  th e  R e v o lu tio n a ry  p a t r i o t s  from  b o th  th e  N o rth  and th e  
S ou th , and a f f i r m in g  t h a t  th e  " p a t r i o t s "  o f  New H am pshire w ould 
alw ays " f ig h t  f o r  th e  r i g h t s  and p r i v i l e g e s  o f  t h e i r  s o u th e rn  
b r e th r e n  . . .  so  lo n g  a s  th e r e  i s  a  man t h a t  can s h o u ld e r  o r  h a n d le  
a m u sk e t."  A l e a d e r  o f  th e  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t s  th e n  p r a i s e d  th e  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  " f o r  t h e i r  e f f i c i e n t  and e n e r g e t i c  a s s i s t a n c e  on th e  
o c c a s io n ."  B efo re  r e t i r i n g  f o r  th e  e v e n in g , a few a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
d is c h a rg e d  a s m a ll  cannon un d er th e  windows o f  s e v e r a l  le a d in g  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s . ^
U n lik e  m ost " c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i v i t y "  in  a n te -b e llu m  A m erica , th e  
Canaan e x p e r ie n c e  was re m ark ab le  f o r  i t s  r e l a t i v e l y  p e a c e fu l  q u a l i t y .  
The New H am pshire P a t r i o t  ap p lau d ed  i t s  " b u s i n e s s - l ik e  m anner" w h ile
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th e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  p u b l i c ly  c o n g r a tu la te d  th em se lv es  f o r  h a v in g  a c te d  
w i th in  th e  law , s in c e  e v e ry  c o u rse  o f  a c t io n  in  th e  i n c id e n t  had 
been  v o te d  on and approved  by th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  c i t i z e n s  a t  a 
town m e e tin g . A b o l i t i o n i s t  p a p e rs  th ro u g h o u t th e  New E ng land  a r e a  
denounced th e  a c t io n  a s  "lynch , p ro c e e d in g s "  b u t  th e  P a t r i o t  d ism is se d  
th e s e  c h a rg es  and d efen d ed  th e  C a n a a n i te s ' "m ild  p r a c t i c e s "  o f
39h a l t i n g  " t r e a s o n a b le  p r a c t i c e s  o f  th e  . . . a n t i - s l a v e r y  f a n a t i c s . "
The P a t r i o t  w arned th a t  i f  m ild  m easures w ould n o t  s to p  th e  a b o l i t i o n ­
i s t s  th e n  " s t r o n g e r  o nes w i l l  be  j u s t i f i e d . "  F u r th e rm o re , " th e  
n ig g e r  s c h o o l"  was n o t d e s tro y e d  by r a b b le ,  b u t  by r e s p e c ta b le  
p e o p le , one o f whom was
a deacon o f th e  o r th o d o x  ch u rch  and one o f  th e  m ost r e s p e c ta b le  
and s e d a te  p e rso n s  i n  th e  tow n, [one] who w ould be th e  l a s t  
to  co u n ten an ce  r i o t  and d i s o r d e r .  We r e p e a t ,  no v i o l a t i o n  o f  
e i t h e r  law o r  o rd e r  was co m m itted . ^
A n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t s  p r a i s e d  th em se lv e s  f o r  q u ic k ly  m oving to  
e r a d ic a te  th e  so u rc e  o f  t h e i r  d i s p le a s u r e ;  y e t ,  th e  tu m u lt in  Canaan 
was n o t m ere ly  a  r e a c t i o n  to  th e  tw in  t h r e a t s  o f  r a c e  m o n g re l iz a t io n  
and d i s s o lu t io n  o f  th e  U nion, a lth o u g h  th e s e  c l e a r l y  w ere  p o w e rfu l 
i n g r e d i e n t s .  The d e s t r u c t io n  o f  Noyes Academy was th e  c u lm in a tio n  
o f te n s io n s  t h a t  had  been  sim m ering  f o r  a t  l e a s t  a  d e ca d e . W ith in  
an a tm osphere  o f  s o c i a l  and r e l i g i o u s  s t r i f e ,  " a b o l i t i o n i s t  
dem agoguery" to o k  on new and s p e c i a l  m ean ing , f o r  i t  a p p ea rs  t h a t  
th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  c ru sad e  soon s e rv e d  as a c o n v en ie n t s c a p e g o a t f o r  
a l l  t h a t  was am iss in  th e  chan g in g  and c o n te n t io u s  tow n.
A number o f  f a c to r s  le d  to  th e  h e ig h te n e d  f r u s t r a t i o n s  and 
a n x ie t ie s  in  Canaan which., when i s o l a t e d ,  w ere n o t enough to  
s e r io u s ly  p rovoke th e  to w n sp eo p le . But C an a a n ite s  co u ld  n o t  i s o l a t e  
s in g le  e x p e r ie n c e s .  In d e e d , th e y  i n t e r p r e t e d  s in g l e  e v e n ts  as
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com ponents o f  a  l a r g e r ,  fu n d a m e n ta l, and h ig h ly  v i s i b l e  p a t t e r n  
o f  e v e n ts ,  U n fo r tu n a te ly  f o r  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  th e y  w ere  p e rc e iv e d  
as c e n t r a l  to  e v e ry  p ro b lem  th e  town fa c e d  i n  th e  1830’s .  By 
d e s tr o y in g  Noyes Academy r e s id e n t s  o f  Canaan w ere a t t a c k in g  th e  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s ;  by a t t a c k in g  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  th ey  w ere  a t te m p tin g  
to  d e a l  w ith  th e  s o u rc e  o f  a l l  t h e i r  p ro b lem s.
The a r r i v a l  o f  new r e s i d e n t s ,  many o f  whom became a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  
may have p la y e d  a  r o l e  i n  C anaan’s p ro b lem s, a lth o u g h  th e r e  i s  n o th in g  
in  th e  town r e c o r d s ,  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  o r  p u b l i c ly -  
s t a t e d  g r ie v a n c e s  t h a t  w ould v e r i f y  t h i s  as a  c e n t r a l  c o n ce rn .
But p e rh ap s  a t  th e  su b c o n sc io u s  l e v e l ,  th e  new r e s id e n t s  s e rv e d  as 
a so u rc e  o f c o n te n t io n .  W hatever th e  c a s e ,  th e  f ig u r e s  a r e  n e v e r th e ­
l e s s  s u g g e s t iv e .  Out o f  th e  42 i d e n t i f i a b l e  Canaan a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  
th e  g e o g ra p h ic a l  o r ig i n  co u ld  o n ly  be d e te rm in e d  f o r  17. Twelve 
o f th e  17 (.70%) m ig ra te d  to  th e  town a f t e r  1810. Even more s u g g e s t iv e  
i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  le a d in g  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  Canaan w ere lo n g ­
tim e r e s i d e n t s .  G rap h ic  d i f f e r e n c e s  betw een  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and t h e i r  
p e r s e c u to r s  a re  b e s t  i l l u s t r a t e d  by th e  Canaan V ig ila n c e  C om m ittee,
tj.
a body c r e a te d  i n  1836 o s te n s ib ly  to  m o n ito r  l o c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t  
a c t i v i t y .  The V ig ila n c e  Committee c o n s is te d  o f  22 o f  th e  m ost 
a c t i v e  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  C anaan, and o f th e  15 w hich  c o u ld  be  
i d e n t i f i e d ,  14 (93.3% ) w ere members o f f a m i l ie s  t h a t  had  s e t t l e d  in  
th e  town as e a r ly  as  th e  1760’s  and 1770’s . ^
Of c o u rs e , n o t  a l l  newcomers w ere a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  But a c e n t r a l  
t e n e t  f o r  th e  s t a t e ' s  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t s  h e ld  th a t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere 
" o u ts id e r s "  who a d v o ca te d  a  dangerous and " a l i e n "  d o c t r in e .  Such 
a c o n s id e r a t io n  may have s t r u c k  a  re s p o n s iv e  chord  f o r  th e  r e s id e n t s
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o f Canaan. C e r ta in ly  th e  p o in t  was n o t  l o s t  upon w o rr ie d  townsmen
th a t  60% o f  th e  s c h o o l 's  t r u s t e e s  l iv e d  o u ts id e  Canaan and t h a t
th e  s c h o o l w ould a t t r a c t  s c o re s  o f  b la c k  o u t s i d e r s .  In d e e d , George
K im b a ll, th e  acknow ledged le a d e r  o f  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  f o r c e s  and th e
le a d in g  p ro p o n en t o f  th e  " n ig g e r  s c h o o l ,"  had moved to  Canaan from
th e  Bahamas as l a t e  a s  1824, accom panied by a  " j e t  b la c k "  s e r v a n t
g i r l .  W orse, K im b a ll had  a c te d  w ith  N a th a n ie l  P . R ogers i n  r e c r u i t i n g
th e  non-C anaan b o a rd  members and , in  a d d i t i o n ,  he  o p en ly  had  s u g g e s te d
th a t  a l l  b la c k  s tu d e n t s  room a t  h i s  p r i v a t e  r e s id e n c e .  H ence, n o t
on ly  w ere  many a b o l i t i o n i s t s  n e w ly - s e t t l e d  r e s i d e n t s ,  b u t  th e y  w ere
42in  tu r n  p e rc e iv e d  to  be o p en in g  th e  f lo o d  g a te s  f o r  m ore.
A prob lem  c lo s e ly  r e l a t e d  to  th e  i n f l u x  o f  newcomers was th e
to w n 's  s lo w , b u t  h ig h ly  v i s i b l e ,  econom ic and p h y s ic a l  a l t e r a t i o n .
The once overw helm ingly  a g r i c u l t u r a l  town— "one o f  th e  p l e a s a n te s t
43co u n try  v i l l a g e s  you e v e r  saw" — was a t t r a c t i n g  newcomers who n o t 
only  a d v o ca ted  r a c i a l  e q u a l i ty  b u t  who w ere a ls o  in s t r u m e n ta l  in
c r e a t in g  s m a ll  m a n u fa c tu r in g  and com m ercial e n t e r p r i s e s . Two
outspoken  a b o l i t i o n i s t s — one s e t t l i n g  in  Canaan in  1815 and th e  
o th e r  in  1832— e r e c te d  and managed th e  to w n 's  o n ly  w oolen f a c to r y .
In  a d d i t io n ,  th e  m a n u fa c tu r in g  o f  a s h e s ,  a l u c r a t i v e  e n t e r p r i s e  
in  Canaan, was l a r g e ly  c o n t r o l l e d  by a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  Tow nspeople who 
d e s p e r a te ly  so u g h t a sh e s  d is c o v e re d  t h a t  money "was n o t  easy  to  g e t 
and th e  demand f o r  a sh e s  became g r e a t e r  th a n  th e  demand o f f ire w o o d ."  
M oreover, i f  a  townsman w an ted  to  p u rc h a se  l in e n  im p o rted  from  
B o sto n , he would have to  d e a l  w ith  an a b o l i t i o n i s t ;  l ik e w is e ,  i f  a 
fa rm er r e q u ir e d  a hammer o r  o th e r  hardw are  he w ould be fo rc e d  to  
do b u s in e s s  w ith  an a b o l i t i o n i s t .  In d e e d , w h ile  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s
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c o n s t i tu t e d  one t h i r d  o f  a l l  " m a n u fa c tu re rs  and t r a d e r s "  w i th in  th e  
tow n, th ey  w ere  n e v e r th e le s s  engaged  i n  b u s in e s s e s  t h a t  w ere 
n o t ic e a b ly  l a r g e r  th an  m ost o f  t h e i r  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  c o u n te r p a r t s .
But as a  g ro u p , th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  d e v ia te d  m arked ly  from  th e  
o c c u p a t io n a l  norm o f  th e  tow n. An overw helm ing number o f  i d e n t i f i a b l e  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  (66.7% ) w ere  engaged i n  m a n u fa c tu r in g  and t r a d e ,  
compared w ith  o n ly  15% o f  th o s e  members o f  th e  V ig ila n c e  Com m ittee. 
Table 7 i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  o c c u p a t io n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  be tw een  C an aan 's  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and t h e i r  o u tsp o k en  c r i t i c s .
P e rh ap s  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ’ o c c u p a t io n a l  co m p o sitio n  by i t s e l f
was n o t enough to  c r e a t e  f r i c t i o n  in  th e  p re d o m in a n tly  a g r i c u l t u r a l
town. N e v e r th e le s s ,  by th e  v e ry  n a tu r e  o f  t h e i r  w ork , a b o l i t i o n i s t s
c e r t a in l y  s to o d  a p a r t  from  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e i r  townsmen. M oreover,
th e  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t  p r e s s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  P a t r i o t , was a d e p t a t
fan n in g  th e  flam es o f re se n tm e n t by i t s  c o n t in u a l  d e n u n c ia t io n s  o f
th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s '  econom ic and o c c u p a t io n a l  s t a t u s .  A b o l i t i o n i s t s ,
th e  P a t r i o t  c h a rg e d , had  been  " d e l i b e r a t e l y  p la n n ed  and g o t up fo r
45th e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  A r is to c ra c y  and th e  U n ited  S ta t e s  B ank ."
In d iv id u a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere o f te n  p o r tr a y e d  as g ra s p in g  p a r a s i t e s  
who em erged from  a " s u p e r io r  s t a t i o n "  i n  s o c ie ty  and who o f te n  
defended  " s o u l l e s s  c o rp o ra t io n s "  and b a n k s . Too r e f in e d  to  do t h e i r  
own d a i ly  c h o re s ,  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  h i r e d  "w h ite  s e r v a n ts  to  do t h e i r  
w o rk ."  In  a d d i t io n ,  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere  d e p ic te d  as in d iv id u a ls  
m o tiv a te d  s o l e l y  by "money m aking" v e n tu r e s .  In d e e d , th o s e  m ost 
r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  Noyes Academy w ere condemned f o r  ta k in g  th e  
sch o o l " in to  t h e i r  own h an d s"  in  o rd e r  t h a t  " i t  m ig h t be made a
Table 7. Occupations in Canaan.
M an u fac tu rin g  
and T rade
A g r ic u l tu re
O ther




1 1 .1  (3)
100 .0  (27)
15.8% (3)
84 .2  (16)
0
100 .0  (19)
18.7% (55)
75 .2  (221)
6 .1  (18)
100 .0  (294)
S ource : P o p u la tio n  S ch edu les o f  th e  S ix th  Census o f  th e
U n ited  S t a t e s , 1840 , N a tio n a l  A rch iv es  M ic ro film  
P u b l i c a t io n s ,  M icrocopy #704, R o ll 237 , V ol. I I ,  
pp . 139-284.
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money-making b u s in e s s ."  P ro b ab ly  many c i t i z e n s  o f  Canaan e v e n tu a l ly
b e l ie v e d  as one d is c o n te n te d  c i t i z e n  d id ,  t h a t  w e a lth y  a b o l i t i o n i s t s
had made " g r e a t  e f f o r t s  . . .  to  overwhelm  and c o n t r o l  th e  town by
46means o f an im p o rted  b la c k  p o p u la t io n ."
In  c o n t r a s t ,  th e  m ost a c t i v e  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t s  i n  Canaan w ere
p o r tra y e d  as h a rd -w o rk in g  fa rm e rs  who, w h ile  b o a s t in g  a d e g re e  o f
w e a lth , shunned  f in e  c lo th e s  and p ro u d ly  d is p la y e d  " s t ro n g  h e a d s ,
47h o n e s t h e a r t s  and 'h u g e  p a w s . '"  A p p a re n tly , w e a lth  i t s e l f  was n o t
a c r u c i a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een  " a r i s t o c r a t i c "  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and
h a rd -w o rk in g  fa rm e rs ;  r a t h e r ,  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  c l e a r l y  r e s t e d  on how
th a t  w e a lth  was o b ta in e d . I f  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t  le a d e r s  e n jo y ed  a
m easure o f  w e a lth  i t  was th e  r e s u l t  o f  o b ta in in g  t h e i r  p r o f i t s
" h o n e s t ly ,"  in  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  mode o f  fa rm in g . P erh ap s i t  was no
a c c id e n t  t h a t  th o se  who d e s tro y e d  Noyes Academy w ere "many o f  th e  m ost
43re s p e c ta b le  and w e a lth y  fa rm e rs  o f  t h i s  and th e  a d ja c e n t  to w n s ."
O ther so u rc e s  o f  te n s io n  in  Canaan w ere in c l in e d  to  be  e i t h e r
more in d iv id u a l  o r  p e r s o n a l  i n  n a tu r e  and , in  each  in s t a n c e ,  th e
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere view ed a s  th e  i n s t i g a t o r s  in  fo m en tin g  th e
b i t t e r n e s s .  For i n s ta n c e ,  th e  M e th o d is t ,  B a p t i s t ,  and C o n g re g a tio n a l
chu rches w ere  a l l  d iv id e d  o v e r  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  d e b a te  an d , a c c o rd in g
to  one B a p t i s t  o f f i c i a l ,  th e  s e v e r i t y  o f  th e  d e b a te  was p a r t i a l l y
49re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  d e c re a se  in  chu rch  a t te n d a n c e .  The r e c e n t l y -  
a p p o in te d  C o n g re g a tio n a l m in i s t e r  was so  o u tsp o k e n ly  p r o - a b o l i t i o n i s t  
th a t  h e  su cceed ed  in  d r iv in g  away many n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  One 
r e s e n t f u l  C o n g r e g a t io n a l is t  ch arg ed  t h a t  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  m in i s t e r  
"has see n  f i t  in  h i s  wisdom to  ta k e  up arms a g a in s t  me b e c a u se  I  
am a Jack so n  m a n ." ^
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In addition, abolitionist lawyers living in other towns
o c c a s io n a l ly  d e fen d ed  u n p o p u la r  c a se s  in  Canaan, much to  th e
r e s i d e n t s '  c h a g r in .  The " f i r e b r a n d "  N a th a n ie l  P . R ogers was
e s p e c ia l l y  a c t i v e  in  th e  tow n, o f te n  le n d in g  h i s  s k i l l s  to  an am azing ly
51in co m p e ten t— and new ly s e t t l e d — l o c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t  a t to r n e y .
The a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere  a l s o  blam ed f o r  d i s r u p t in g  th e  l o c a l
M asonic o rd e r  w hich  co u n ted  among i t s  members p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  o f  th e
town le a d e r s  and f u tu r e  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  Soon a f t e r  he  had
s e t t l e d  i n  Canaan, a b o l i t i o n i s t  George K im b all began  " in v e s t i g a t i n g "
th e  o r d e r .  He was e v e n tu a l ly  jo in e d  by o th e r  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  who
h a rs h ly  condemned M asonic " t r e a c h e r i e s . "  T hese a s s a u l t s  u l t im a te ly
le d  to  a  s e r io u s  d e c l in e  in  m em bership . A b o l i t i o n i s t s  who w ere
Masons soon l e f t  t h e i r  o rd e r  and th r e a te n e d  to  r e v e a l  th e  " s e c r e t s "
th ey  had  le a r n e d  w h ile  m em bers. Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  a b o l i t i o n i s t
a s s a u l t s  and th e  su b se q u e n t M asonic d e fe n se  o f  th e  o rd e r  c r e a te d
w id esp read  b i t t e r n e s s  in  th e  tow n. In d e e d , in  th e  stammer o f  1835 ,
th e  s e v e r e ly  s p l i n t e r e d  Masons p la c e d  th e  blam e f o r  t h e i r  d e c l in e
d i r e c t l y  a t  th e  f e e t  o f  l o c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  A b o l i t i o n i s t s  soon
re p re s e n te d  n o t  o n ly  " th e  s e e d  o f  T oryism " and th e  " S p i r i t  o f  th e
52H a rtfo rd  C onven tion" b u t  " th e  scum o f  A n tim ason ry" as w e l l .
U ndoub ted ly , C a n a a n ite s  w ere o ffe n d e d  and in s u l t e d  by th e  new 
b la c k  r e s i d e n t s ,  and t h a t  f a c t  a lo n e  may e x p la in  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  
Noyes Academy. I t  i s  p o s s ib l e ,  how ever, in  l i g h t  o f  th e  c o n te n t io u s  
n a tu re  o f  th e  tow n, t h a t  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  b la c k s  was v iew ed as th e  
cu lm in a tio n  o f a s e r i e s  o f  ab u ses  i n f l i c t e d  by in t e r l o p i n g  a b o l i t i o n ­
i s t s .  By d e s t r o y in g  Noyes Academy, th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  Canaan w ere
-121-
perh ap a  d e s t r o y in g  a  sym bol o f  th e  chan g in g  t im e s ;  c o n c e iv a b ly ,  by
" p u l l in g  down" th e  s c h o o l th e y  w ere a t te m p tin g  to  r e - e s t a b l i s h
t h e i r  g r ip  in  a  town w hich  was a t t r a c t i n g  new f a c e s ,  new o c c u p a t io n s ,
and new id e a s .  In d e e d , m ost townsmen would h ave  l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y
a f f irm in g  th e  s e n tim e n ts  o f  th e  r e c o rd -k e e p e r  f o r  C an aan 's  B a p t i s t
church  who n o t o n ly  w o rr ie d  a b o u t th e  c o u rse  o f  th e  c h u rc h , b u t  th e
co u rse  o f  th e  town as w e l l :  "We have  ben  [ s i c ]  l e d  to  e x c la im  Oh




^ The te rm  " a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t "  i s  u sed  to  d e s c r ib e  th o s e  
in d iv id u a ls  who a c t i v e ly  denounced , a t t a c k e d ,  o r  so u g h t to  s i l e n c e  
th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s . A " n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t "  was one who may n o t  have  
been as an im a ted  a s  an a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t , b u t  who n e v e r th e le s s  cou ld  
n o t e n d o rse  freedom  f o r  th e  s l a v e .  For a  d i s c u s s io n  on th e  v a r io u s  
forms and a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n ,  s e e  L eonard  R ic h a rd s , 
"G entlem en o f  P ro p e r ty  and S ta n d in g " ;  A n t i -A b o l i t io n  Mobs in  
J a c k so n ia n  A m erica (New Y ork: O xford U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 0 ),
and Lorman R a tn e r ,  Powder Keg: N o rth e rn  O p p o s itio n  to  th e  A n ti-
S la v e ry  Movement, 1831-1840 (New Y ork: B a s ic  B ooks, 1 9 6 8 ).
2
P a t r i o t , May 23 , 1836.
3
L i b e r a t o r , December 1 3 , 1834.
^ I b i d . ,  March 14 and March 2 8 , 1835.
P a t r i o t , A ugust 22 , 1836. " . . .  e v e ry  movement shows
c o n c lu s iv e ly  t h a t  th e  w hole b u s in e s s  o f  a b o l i t i o n  was d e l i b e r a t e l y  
p lan n ed  and g o t up by th e  o p p o s i t io n  p a r ty  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  e f f e c t . "
I b i d . , A p r i l  21 , 2 8 , 1834; May 5 and A ugust 1 0 , 1835;
March 28 , 1836.
^ I b i d . ,  Septem ber 1 4 , Septem ber 21 , O c to b er 5 , O c to b er 1 2 , and 
November 30, 1835. The D em ocrats may have o v e r - r e a c te d  f o r ,  w h ile  
th ey  c o u ld  n o t underm ine th e  e f f o r t s  o f  many o f  th e  s t a t e ' s  p ro ­
a b o l i t i o n i s t  M e th o d is ts , towns w ith  overw helm ing num bers o f  M e th o d is ts  
rem ained  i n  th e  D em ocratic  f o ld .  (See C h ap te r I I I )
8 S ee , f o r  exam ple, I b i d . ,  A ugust 3 , 1835; June  28, 1836;
J u ly  15, 1839.
9
H e ra ld  o f  Freedom , A p r i l  2 , 1836.
10 P a t r i o t , J u ly  3 1 , 1837.
11  I b i d . , A ugust 1 4 , 1837.
12 I b i d . ,  Septem ber 28 , 1835. Upon l e a r n in g  t h a t  W illiam  L loyd 
G a rriso n  had r e f e r r e d  to  th e  C oncord , New H am pshire P r i e s t c r a f t
Exposed as a  " s c u r r i lo u s  p a p e r ,"  th e  e d i t o r  m ock ing ly  r e t o r t e d :
"Much o b lig e d  to  th e  n ig g e r  e d i t o r ,  f o r  h i s  com plim ent. We ta k e  i t  
th a t  th e  re a so n  why he d id  n o t  sen d  us h i s  p a p e r  c o n ta in in g  t h i s
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com plim ent, was h e  found  h im s e lf  so  p l e a s a n t ly  s i t u a t e d  on th e  p a r l o r  
s o f a ,  w ith  some o f  A r th u r  T ap p an 's  Negro w enches, and b e in g  so  
d e l ig h te d  w ith  th e  O d o r i f e r o u s  e f f l u v i a * w hich  w ould  n a t u r a l l y  
a r i s e  t h i s  h o t  w e a th e r ,  t h a t  he f o r g o t  u s . "  R e p r in te d  in  th e  
L i b e r a to r , J u ly  2 6 , 1834.
13 P a t r i o t , December 24 , 1838; Ja n u a ry  7, 1839, March 4 , 1839, 
F eb ruary  4 , 1837. A n t i - s la v e r y  c o n v e n tio n s  w ere  u s u a l ly  r e f e r r e d  to  
as " n ig g e r  c o n v e n t io n s ."  See P a t r i o t , A p r i l  2 5 , 1836.
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I b id .
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PART II
By th e  l a t e  1 8 3 0 's , New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  g e n e ra te d  
c o n tro v e rs y  n o t o n ly  w ith  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t s , b u t  among th e m se lv e s  
as w e l l .  S e r io u s  d isa g re e m e n ts  o v e r  id e o lo g ic a l  and t a c t i c a l  
c o n s id e ra t io n s  e v e n tu a l ly  le d  to  a  s p l i t  w i th in  th e  G ra n ite  S ta t e  
a b o l i t i o n i s t  com m unity. From th e  s p l i t  em erged two g ro u p s : a  r a d i c a l
w ing t h a t  eschew ed p o l i t i c s  and ro u n d ly  condemned th e  c l e r g y , and a 
c o n s e rv a tiv e  w ing th a t  so u g h t to  end s la v e r y  th ro u g h  p o l i t i c a l  power 
and th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  o rg a n iz e d  r e l i g i o n .  P r e c i s e  f ig u r e s  a r e  
d i f f i c u l t  to  d e te rm in e , b u t  i t  a p p ea rs  t h a t  b o th  g ro u p s a t t r a c t e d  
about an e q u a l number o f f o l l o w e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  e a r ly  1 8 4 0 's .
Y e t, th e  r a d i c a l s  w ere  b e t t e r  o rg a n iz e d  an d , w h ile  a lw ays la c k in g  
fu n d s , w ere f i n a n c i a l l y  s t a b l e  enough to  c o n s o l id a te  t h e i r  o r g a n iz a t io n  
— a f e a t  t h a t  t h e i r  c o n s e rv a t iv e  r i v a l s  w ere  u n a b le  to  acc o m p lish .
As a r e s u l t ,  th e  p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  la n g u is h e d  u n t i l  1844 when 
f i n a l l y  th e y  w ere  n o t o n ly  a b le  to  a t t r a c t  more f o l lo w e r s ,  b u t  w ere 
a ls o  a b le  to  su p p o r t  a  v ig o ro u s  new sp ap er. U n t i l  t h a t  t im e , th e  
r a d ic a l s  h e ld  sway i n  th e  G ra n ite  S ta te  and o f f e r e d  a  b ra n d  o f  
a b o l i t io n is m  t h a t  a n ta g o n iz e d  t h e i r  fo e s  and even  s t a r t l e d  th e  more 
c o n v e n tio n a l members o f th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  com m unity, b o th  w i th in  and 
o u ts id e  o f  New H am pshire.
CHAPTER V
SCHISM
When th e  New H am pshire A n ti-S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  was c r e a te d  i n  1835, 
few p e o p le  w ould h ave  th o u g h t t h a t  i n  f i v e  s h o r t  y e a r s  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  
would he in  sh am b les , th e  p ro d u c t o f  i n t e r n e c i n e  w a r f a r e .  Y e t, by 
th e  summer o f  1840, a b o l i t i o n i s t s  n o t o n ly  denounced s l a v e r y ,  b u t  
each  o th e r  as w e l l .  Men and women u n w il l in g  to  s a c r i f i c e  o r  bend 
t h e i r  p r in c ip l e s  engaged  in  ra n c o ro u s  p u b l ic  d e b a te  t h a t  s e rv e d  to  
i r r e p a r a b ly  d iv id e  th e  NHASS. What e x p la in s  th e  sch ism  i n  New 
Ham pshire? Why w ere a b o l i t i o n i s t s  su d d en ly  u n a b le  to  com prom ise on 
is s u e s ?  To u n d e rs ta n d  th e  s p l i t  i n  th e  New H am pshire a n t i - s l a v e r y  
ra n k s , i t  i s  f i r s t  n e c e s s a ry  to  a n a ly z e  th e  d i s r u p t io n  o f  th e  A m erican 
A n ti-S la v e ry  S o c ie ty ,  f o r  th e  d e b a te  w i th in  th e  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n iz a t io n  
s e r io u s ly  a f f e c t e d  th e  G ra n i te  S ta te  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .
W illiam  L loyd G a r r i s o n ’s  r o l e  i s  c e n t r a l  to  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  
o f th e  r i s i n g  te n s io n s  w i th in  th e  A m erican a b o l i t i o n i s t  movement.
T h is i s  n o t to  im ply  th a t  h e  n e c e s s a r i l y  cau sed  th e  1840 s p l i t ;  in d e e d , 
h i s t o r i a n  A ile e n  K r a d i to r  h a s  r e e v a lu a te d  G a r r i s o n 's  r o l e  and has 
concluded  th a t  h i s  o p p o n en ts— th e  " c o n s e r v a t iv e s " — w ere r e s p o n s ib le  
f o r  n a rro w in g  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  p la t f o r m .^  N e v e r th e le s s ,  G a r r is o n , 
in  a r t i c u l a t i n g  " e x tra n e o u s  t o p i c s , "  as h i s  o p p o n en ts  c a l l e d  them , 
e l i c i t e d  re sp o n se s  t h a t  u l t im a te ly  c o u ld  n o t  be  com prom ised.
In  l a t e  1837 G a rr is o n  announced t h a t  th e  L ib e r a to r  w ould a d d re s s  
" o th e r  t o p i c s , "  a lth o u g h  a n t i - s l a v e r y  w ould a lw ays be  th e  "g ran d
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o b je c t  o f  o u r l a b o r s . "  He a s s u re d  h i s  r e a d e r s  t h a t  th e  " o th e r  to p ic s "
w ere n o t d iv o rc e d  from  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  c a u se ; r a t h e r ,  th e y  w ere
" in t im a te ly  co n n ec te d  w ith  th e  g r e a t  d o c t r in e  o f  i n a l i e n a b le  human
r i g h t s . "  He f u r t h e r  a s s u re d  h i s  a u d ie n c e  t h a t  th e s e  new a re a s  o f
d is c u s s io n  w ould n o t  c o n f l i c t  w ith  any s e c t  o r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  and
th a t  anyone who d is a g r e e d  w ith  h i s  v iew s w ould  be  a llo w ed  to  v o ic e
h is  o b je c t io n s  in  th e  L i b e r a t o r . N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e s e  new to p ic s  w ere
"p reg n an t w ith  momentous co n sequences to  th e  freed o m , e q u a l i t y ,  and
2h ap p in ess  o f  m an k in d ."
G a rr iso n  t o l d  h i s  fe llo w  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  t h a t  in  a d d i t io n  to  
a n t i - s l a v e r y ,  th e  c au se  o f  " n o n - r e s is ta n c e "  w ould be advanced . 
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  he  w ould a rg u e  i n  fo r th co m in g  i s s u e s  t h a t  a l l  human 
governm ents w ere " a n t i - C h r i s t "  and " t h a t  th e  kingdom s o f  t h i s  w o rld  
a re  to  become kingdom s o f  o u r Lord and o f  h i s  C h r i s t . "  In d e e d , human 
governm ents " a re  to  be  v iew ed a s  j u d i c i a l  p u n is h m e n ts ."  C h r i s t i a n s ,  
he in to n e d , sh o u ld  "come o u t NOW, and be  s e p a r a te  from  ' t h e  kingdom s 
o f t h i s  w o r l d , '  w h ich  a r e  b a se d  upon THE PRINCIPLE OF VIOLENCE."3
True to  h i s  w ord , th ro u g h o u t 1838, G a rr is o n  fo c u sed  on th e  e v i l s  
o f  human governm ent and in  Septem ber he w ro te  th e  D e c la ra t io n  o f 
S en tim en ts  f o r  h i s  new ly-fo rm ed  N o n -R e s is ta n ce  S o c ie ty .  I f  fe l lo w -  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  had  any d o u b ts  as to  th e  e x te n t  th e  B o s to n ia n  had gone, 
th e s e  doub ts  w ere  q u ic k ly  d i s p e l l e d .  In  th e  D e c la r a t io n ,  G a rr is o n  
w ro te :
We can n o t acknow ledge a l l e g ia n c e  to  any human governm en t, 
n e i t h e r  can we oppose any such  governm ent by a  r e s o r t  to  
p h y s ic a l  f o r c e .  We re c o g n iz e  b u t  one KING and LAWGIVER, 
one JUDGE and RULER o f  m ankind. We a re  bound by th e  law s 
o f a kingdom  w hich  i s  n o t o f  t h i s  w o r ld , th e  s u b je c t s  o f  
w hich Mercy and T ru th  a re  met to g e th e r ,  and R ig h te o u sn e ss  
and P eace have  k i s s e d  e ac h  o th e r .  We r e g i s t e r  o u r te s t im o n y ,
-129-
n o t o n ly  a g a in s t  a l l  w a r , b u t a g a in s t  a l l  p r e p a r a t io n  
f o r  w ar.
G a rriso n  c a r r i e d  th e s e  s e n tim e n ts  to  t h e i r  l o g i c a l  c o n c lu s io n  by
denouncing  p o l i t i c s  and p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e :
As e v e ry  human governm ent i s  u p h e ld  by p h y s ic a l  s t r e n g t h ,  
and i t s  law s a re  e n fo rc e d  v i r t u a l l y  a t  th e  p o in t  o f  a 
b a y o n e t, we can n o t h o ld  any o f f i c e  w hich  im poses upon i t s  
incum bent th e  o b l ig a t io n  to  com pel men to  do r i g h t ,  on p a in  
o f  im prisonm en t o r  d e a th .  We th e r e f o r e  v o l u n t a r i l y  e x c lu d e  
o u rs e lv e s  from  e v e ry  l e g i s l a t i v e  and j u d i c i a l  bod y , and 
r e p u d ia te  a l l  human p o l i t i c s ,  w o r ld ly  h o n o rs , and s t a t i o n s  
o f a u t h o r i t y .^
W hile denouncing  a l l  governm ent and p o l i t i c s ,  G a rr is o n  l e n t  h i s  
su p p o rt to  th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  w om en's r i g h t s  s in c e ,  as  h e  s t a t e d  i n  h i s  
P ro sp e c tu s  f o r  1838, "o u r o b je c t  i s  u n iv e r s a l  e m a n c ip a tio n ."  Women 
had lo n g  p la y e d  a  r o le  in  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  c a u se , from  o r g a n iz in g  
lo c a l  fem ale  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  to  s e r v in g  as f u n d - r a i s e r s  in  
v a r io u s  towns and c o u n t ie s  th ro u g h o u t th e  N o rth . But when A n g e lin a  
and S arah  Grimke "p ro m isc u o u sly "  spoke to  "m ixed" a u d ie n c e s , n o t 
only  w ere m ost n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t s  u p s e t ,  b u t  a  s i z e a b le  c o n t in g e n t  
o f a b o l i t i o n i s t s  as w e l l .  G a r r is o n , how ever, b e l ie v e d  th a t  women— and 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  th e  Grim kes— had e v e ry  r i g h t  to  sp eak  f o r  th e  s la v e  s in c e  
th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  AASS s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  " p e rso n s "  co u ld  become 
members. I f  s la v e s  w’e re  to  e n jo y  freedom , women sh o u ld  l ik e w is e  be  
f r e e ,  n o t  on ly  in  A m erican s o c ie ty  a t  l a r g e  b u t i n  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
c i r c l e s  as w e l l .^
G a rr iso n  a ls o  i n t e n s i f i e d  h i s  a t t a c k s  on th e  n a t i o n 's  c le rg y  
b e ca u se , in  h i s  own m ind, m in is te r s  had  n o t done enough to  a s s i s t  
in  th e  "h o ly  c a u s e ."  Not o n ly  d id  he  condemn clergym en f o r  ig n o r in g  
th e  s la v e ry  i s s u e  b u t ,  i n  one in s t a n c e ,  d e c la r e d  th a t  th e  M e th o d is t 
G eneral C onference  r e p r e s e n te d  a "cag e  o f  u n c le a n  b i r d s  and synagogue
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of S a ta n ."  Such d e n u n c ia t io n s  w ere  a p p r o p r ia te  a c c o rd in g  to  
G a rriso n  b e c a u se  i f  a  chu rch  body s h i e l d s  " a  sy stem  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  
and a d u l t e r y ,"  th e n  i t  sh o u ld  b e  c a l l e d  n o th in g  l e s s .  G a rr iso n  
f u r th e r  announced t h a t  he  s to o d  a lo o f  from  a l l  s e c t s ,  j u s t  as he  
s to o d  a lo o f  from  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  I f  t h a t  w ere n o t  enough, 
he a ls o  d e c la re d  t h a t  th e r e  was no s c r i p t u r a l  a u th o r i t y  f o r  th e  
d iv in i ty  o f  th e  S a b b a th .^
G a r r i s o n 's  a n t i - c l e r i c a l  s t a n c e ,  h i s  su p p o r t  f o r  wom en's r i g h t s ,  
and h i s  a d o p tio n  o f  n o n - r e s i s t a n c e  w ith  i t s  u l t im a te  d e n ia l  o f 
p o l i t i c s  and i t s  c e n su re  o f  human governm ent a l i e n a t e d  many a b o l i t i o n ­
i s t s  who th o u g h t t h a t  he  had o v e rs te p p e d  th e  c o n v e n tio n a l  bounds 
o f a n t i - s l a v e r y  a g i t a t i o n .  Even though  G a rr is o n  c o n s i s t e n t l y  a s s e r t e d  
th a t  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  p la tfo rm  was b ro a d  enough to  c o n ta in  a b o l i t i o n ­
i s t s  h o ld in g  v a r io u s  v ie w s , h i s  o p p o n en ts  rem ained  u n co n v in ced .
In d eed , th e y  n o t o n ly  a t ta c k e d  h im , b u t  d e c la re d  him  to  be  a  h e r e t i c ,  
a rg u in g  t h a t  th e  "B oston  C liq u e "  was a t te m p tin g  to  e x c lu d e  a l l  th o s e  
who would n o t  a c c e p t G a r r i s o n 's  v ie w s . B ut h i s t o r i a n  A ile e n  K ra d i to r  
has p e r s u a s iv e ly  shown t h a t  th e  " c o n s e r v a t iv e s "  w ere  th e  e x c lu s io n i s t s
What [ G a r r i s o n 's ]  o p p o n en ts  w ere  r e a l l y  o b je c t in g  t o ,  th e n ,  
was t h a t  a d v o c a te s  o f  w om en's r i g h t s  and th e  o th e r  e c c e n t r i c  
c au ses  b e lo n g ed  to  a n t i s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  a t  a l l .  The 
c o n s e r v a t iv e s ' p h ilo so p h y  o f  a b o l i t io n is m  r e q u i r e d  th e  A m erican 
S o c ie ty  and i t s  a u x i l i a r i e s  to  be  o f f i c i a l l y  o r th o d o x  on a l l  
s u b je c ts  b e s id e s  a n t i s l a v e r y ,  e x p l i c i t l y  r e p u d ia t in g  w hat 
w ere th e n  c a l l e d  " u l t r a i s m s ."  T h e ir  aim was to  show w h ite  
N o rth e rn e rs  t h a t  a n t i - s l a v e r y  was r e s p e c ta b le  and p e r f e c t l y  
c o m p atib le  w ith  c o n v e n tio n a l v iew s on a l l  o th e r  q u e s t io n s .
S ince  th e y  th em se lv es  h e ld  c o n v e n tio n a l  v iew s on th o s e  o th e r  
q u e s t io n s ,  th e y  w ere . . . f i g h t i n g  to  p re v e n t  a b o l i t i o n  
from  b e in g  p u b l ic ly  p o r t r a y e d  in  a  f a l s e  l i g h t  and from  b e in g  
used  a s  a co v er f o r  th e  p ro p a g a tio n  o f  f a l s e  d o c t r i n e s .  The 
G a rr is o n ia n s  w ere d e v e lo p in g  a  th e o ry  o f a b o l i t i o n i s t  
o r g a n iz a t io n  th a t  r e q u ir e d  co m p le te  t o l e r a t i o n  w i th in  th e  
s o c ie ty  o f  members w i th  a l l  s o r t s  o f  v iew s and th e r e f o r e  a 
v e ry  m in im al p la tfo rm  on w h ich  a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  c o u ld  s ta n d
-131-
r e g a r d le s s  o f  t h e i r  o p in io n s  on o th e r  i s s u e s . . . .  A 
G a r r is o n - ty p e  movement co u ld  th u s  in c lu d e  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  
b u t  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e s ’ ty p e  o f  movement co u ld  n o t in c lu d e  
th e  " u l t r a i s t s . "  [As a  r e s u l t ]  th e  c o n s e rv a t iv e s  . . . 
t r i e d  to  re a d  th e  r a d i c a l s  o u t o f  th e  movement.®
Once G a rr iso n  had  h o i s t e d  th e  f l a g  o f  women’s r i g h t s ,  a n t i ­
c l e r i c a l i s m ,  and n o n - r e s i s t a n c e — o r  "n o -g o v ern m en t"  to  th e  
c o n s e rv a tiv e s — th e  d e b a te  among a b o l i t i o n i s t s  p ro ceed ed  u n a b a te d  
u n t i l  a f i n a l  r e s o lu t io n  was re a c h e d  a t  th e  1840 AASS c o n v e n tio n . 
C o n se rv a tiv e s  w ere u n a b le  to  a c c e p t G a r r i s o n ’s p o s i t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
when, a s  K r a d i to r  h a s  shown, " th e y  th e m se lv e s  h e ld  c o n v e n tio n a l  v ie w s ."  
M eth o d ist m in i s t e r  O range S c o t t  v o ic e d  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  o b je c t io n s  to  
G a r r is o n ’s " e x tra n e o u s  i s s u e s "  by n o t in g  t h a t  " i f  any good i s  to  
grow out o f  t h i s  u rg in g  women fo rw ard  to  p u b l ic  a c t io n  and o f f i c e  
in  p rom iscuous a s s e m b lie s ,  I  c o n fe ss  I  am so  d u l l  as  n o t to  s e e  i t . "  
L ik ew ise , S c o t t  was p e rp le x e d  by th e  n o n - r e s i s t a n c e  p r i n c i p l e .  I f  
a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  r e fu s e d  to  ru n  f o r  o f f i c e  o r  r e fu s e d  to  v o te ,  
th en  i t  was a p p a re n t t h a t  p r o - s la v e r y  fo r c e s  w ould be e n tre n c h e d  
more d eep ly  i n t o  A m erican p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  G overnm ent, h e
w arned, sh o u ld  b e  re fo rm ed , n o t  d e s tro y e d ; who w ould re fo rm  i t  " i f
q
good men abandon i t ? "
G a r r is o n ’s  n o n - r e s i s ta n c e  p h ilo so p h y  was e s p e c i a l l y  d i s c o n c e r t in g  
fo r  many a b o l i t i o n i s t s  b e c a u se  i t  r e j e c t e d  p o l i t i c s  and denounced 
a n t i - s l a v e r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  a s  b e in g  a  u se  o f  f o r c e  an d , t h e r e f o r e ,  
m o ra lly  c o r r u p t .  But by th e  l a t e  1830 's  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  was to u te d  
by a b o l i t i o n i s t s  who r e a l i z e d  th a t  mere "m o ra l s u a s io n "  was n o t  
p e rsu a d in g  s la v e h o ld e r s  to  f r e e  t h e i r  " p r o p e r ty ."  As one a b o l i t i o n i s t  
n o ted :
I f  e v e r  s la v e r y  and th e  s l a v e - t r a d e  a r e  a b o l is h e d  i n
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[W ashington B .C .] ,  i t  w i l l  b e  by l e g i s l a t i o n .  Tbe p e o p le  
in  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  c a p a c i ty  m ust do i t .  . . . S h a l l  we 
c o n tin u e  to  say  t h a t  s la v e r y  i s  o u r  g r e a t  n a t i o n a l -  
p o l i t i c a l  s i n ,  and y e t ,  as members o f  th e  body p o l i t i c ,  
make no e f f o r t  to  p u rg e  o u r s e lv e s  from  i t ?  . . .  By 
e x e r t in g  a  p o l i t i c a l  in f lu e n c e ,  we s h a l l  ex ten d  o u r m o ra l 
in f lu e n c e .
F ra n c is  Jack so n  o f M a ssa c h u se tts  l ik e w is e  a rg u ed  t h a t  p o l i t i c s  was
e s s e n t i a l  to  e f f e c t  th e  r e l e a s e  o f  s l a v e s .  For Ja c k so n , th e  use  o f
p o l i t i c s  sh o u ld  n o t  be  v iew ed  a s  a  s e p a r a te  mode o f  a c t i o n ;  in  f a c t ,
m oral c o n v ic t io n s  c o u ld  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  th ro u g h  p o l i t i c a l  m eans. I t
made l i t t l e  s e n se  to  ig n o re  th e  avenue o f  p o l i t i c s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f
i t  u l t im a te ly  f r e e d  th e  s l a v e . N e w  York a b o l i t i o n i s t  W illiam
G oodell a rg u ed  in  h i s  F r ie n d  o f  Man t h a t  s la v e r y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by
law and t h a t  law s w ere c r e a te d  by s t a t e  and n a t io n a l  l e g i s l a t u r e s .
C le a r ly ,  G oodell a rg u e d , th e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  s la v e r y  was " n o th in g  more
nor l e s s  th a n  th e  r e p e a l  o f  th e s e  s la v e  la w s ,"  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y
12was th e  o n ly  way a b o l i t i o n i s t s  c o u ld  e f f e c t  such  a g o a l .
In  f a i r n e s s  to  G a r r is o n , i t  m ust b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  he  was 
cap ab le  o f  d i s t i n g u i s h in g  betx^een h i s  p e r s o n a l  n o n - r e s i s t a n t  
p r in c ip l e s  and th e  p o l i t i c a l  ex p ed ien cy  o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  a c t i o n .  Once 
a g a in , as  K ra d i to r  h a s  i l l u s t r a t e d ,  w h ile  G a rr is o n  condemned b o th  
p a r t i e s ,  he  co u ld  a c c e p t " n e g a t iv e "  v o t in g ;  t h a t  i s ,  h e  b e l ie v e d  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  co u ld  " s c a t t e r "  t h e i r  v o te s  by -w ritin g  i n  an a n t i ­
s la v e ry  c a n d id a te . In  a p r o - a b o l i t i o n i s t  d i s t r i c t ,  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  
cou ld  p o s s ib ly  p ro v id e  enough p r e s s u r e  to  p e rsu a d e  th e  o th e r  p a r t i e s  
to  adop t a more a n t i - s l a v e r y  o u t lo o k . To a rg u e  t h a t  G a rr iso n  shunned 
every  form  o f p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  i s  to  m is re a d  th e  L i b e r a t o r :
They [G a rr is o n ia n s  and c o n s e r v a t iv e s ]  a g re e d  th a t  th e  two 
p a r t i e s  w ere c o r ru p t  and  th e  s e r v a n ts  o f  th e  s la v e  pow er, 
b u t  th ey  p ro p o sed  d i f f e r e n t  ways o f  re fo rm in g  them .
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A cco rd in g  to  th e  r a d i c a l s ,  th e  p a r t i e s  w ere  c o r ru p t  b e c a u se  
th e  p e o p le  w ere . Only a  re fo rm ed  p u b l ic  o p in io n  co u ld  re fo rm  
th e  p a r t i e s  in  any m e a n in g fu l, l a s t i n g  way.
W hile i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  G a rr iso n  d id  n o t  i n s i s t  t h a t  a l l  a b o l i t i o n ­
i s t s  r e f r a i n  from  v o t in g  and w h ile  h e  co u ld  u rg e  many to  " s c a t t e r "  
t h e i r  v o te s ,  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  was l o s t  on m ost c o n s e r v a t iv e s .  G a rr iso n  
was f i r s t  and fo rem o st a n o n - r e s i s t a n t ,  and n o n - r e s i s t a n t s  shunned 
p o l i t i c s .  B e s id e s , G a rr is o n  cham pioned o th e r  c a u s e s ,  and i f  h e  w ere 
to  b e  ta k e n  a t  h i s  word— and h e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  he  sh o u ld — th e s e  
e x tra n e o u s  i s s u e s  co u ld  n o t  be  s e p a r a te d  from  one a n o th e r .  T h is  
was a l l  v e ry  annoy ing  to  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  who w an ted  to  c o n c e n tr a te  
only  on th e  s l a v e ,  and n o t  b e  d i s t r a c t e d  by G a r r i s o n ’s s ta n c e  on 
"woman’s s p h e r e ,"  h i s  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  "n o -g o v e rn m e n t," and h i s  
v i t r i o l i c  a s s a u l t s  on th e  c le r g y .
By r a i s i n g  th e s e  i s s u e s ,  G a rr iso n  fo rc e d  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  o f  a l l  
s t r i p e s  to  ask  a momentous q u e s t io n :  in  w hat m anner s h a l l  th e  a n t i ­
s la v e ry  cau se  p ro ceed ?  F o r G a r r is o n , a b o l i t i o n i s t s  co u ld  p u rsu e  a  
number o f  t a c t i c s ,  B ut h e  w ould fo l lo w  and a d v o c a te  th e  d i c t a t e s  o f  
h is  c o n sc ie n c e . Y e t, f o r  c o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  G a r r is o n ’s c o n sc ie n c e  was 
n o t th e  i s s u e .  B ecause o f  h i s  n a t i o n a l  p ro m in en ce , G a r r i s o n 's  
in f lu e n c e  was so g r e a t  t h a t  many n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t s  v iew ed him  as th e  
embodiment o f  th e  c a u se . As s u c h , G a r r i s o n 's  r a d ic a l i s m  p ro b a b ly  
would f r i g h t e n  th o s e  who m igh t e v e n tu a l ly  be  c o n v e r te d  to  a b o l i t i o n ­
ism . Seen in  t h i s  l i g h t ,  G a rr is o n  was th e r e f o r e  n o t  o n ly  m is re p re ­
s e n tin g ;.a  s iz e a b le  c o n t in g e n t  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  b u t  un d erm in in g  th e  
e n t i r e  movement. In  e f f e c t ,  G a rr is o n  h im s e lf  had  become an i s s u e  an d , 
as a r e s u l t ,  by th e  l a t e  1830’s  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n try  
were l i n i n g  up w ith  o r  a g a in s t  h im . D ebates among th e s e  g ro u p s grew
-134-
in  c r  e a s in g  ly  s h r i l l  u n t i l  th e  AASS s p l i t  i n  May, 1840.
A b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  New H am pshire w ere  n o t immune to  th e  grow ing 
d iv is io n s  w i th in  th e  n a t io n a l  movement, a lth o u g h  Jo se p h  H orace 
K im b a ll, e d i t o r  o f  th e  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom , a tte m p te d  to  m o d era te  
th e  d i s p u te s .  In  A u g u st, 1837, K im b all defen d ed  G a r r is o n  a g a in s t  
th e  c h a rg es  r a i s e d  by th e  " C le r i c a l  A p p e a l,"  an a n t i - G a r r i s o n  a t t a c k  
l e v e l l e d  by f i v e  M a ssa c h u se tts  c lergym en  who denounced th e  B o s to n ia n ’s 
" e x tra n e o u s  c a u s e s"  and h i s  h a r s h  condem nations o f  th e  c le r g y .  K im ball 
n o ted  t h a t  h a rs h  lan g u ag e  d i r e c t e d  a t  m in i s t e r s  was j u s t i f i e d  b e c a u se  
clergym en had  n o t em braced a b o l i t io n is m .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e  New 
Ham pshire e d i t o r  was u n c o m fo rta b le  w ith  some o f  th e  a n t i - c l e r i c a l  
charges b e ca u se  th e y  had  been  to o  b ro a d  and to o  sw eep ing  and "have 
b re a th e d  l i t t l e  o f  th e  s p i r i t  o f c h a r i ty  and k in d n e s s ."  K im b all 
a ls o  n o te d  th a t  th e  "no governm ent" th e o r y ,  w hich p a r t i c u l a r l y  
provoked th e  f iv e  m i n i s t e r s ,  was n o t— o r  sh o u ld  n o t  b e— e s s e n t i a l  to  
th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  c a u se . "F e , f o r  o n e , have  no sym pathy w ith  i t , "  
he announced. F u r th e rm o re , a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  sh o u ld  e x i s t  f o r  
a n t i - s l a v e r y  o n ly . K im b a ll 's  m ixed judgm ent o f  G a rr iso n  w ent 
f u r th e r ;  w h ile  th e  B o s to n ia n  had  s a c r i f i c e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  f o r  th e  c a u se , 
he had n e v e r th e le s s  e r r e d .  W hile K im b all d id  n o t  " l i k e  a l l  t h a t  
ap p ears  in  th e  L i b e r a t o r , "  he  was c a p a b le  o f  re c o g n iz in g  th a t  G a rr iso n  
was e s s e n t i a l  to  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  c a u se . T h e re fo re , a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
in  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  in c lu d in g  th o s e  in  New H am pshire, sh o u ld  be 
w i l l in g  to  s u p p o r t  G a rr is o n  b u t ,  a t  th e  same tim e , u rg e  t h a t  he 
amend h i s  " e r r o r s .
F i t h  h i s  q u a l i f i e d  su p p o r t  o f  G a r r is o n , K im ball was o b v io u s ly
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a tte m p t in g  to  s t e e r  a  n e u t r a l  c o u rse  i n  New H am pshire. B ut i t  was 
becom ing in c r e a s in g ly  e v id e n t  t h a t  te n s io n s  w i th in  th e  movement 
cou ld  n o t be e a s e d . At i t s  m ee tin g  o f  1837 th e  New E ngland A n ti-  
S lav e ry  S o c ie ty  p a sse d  h a r s h  r e s o lu t io n s  condemning A m erican ch u rch es  
and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n .  S in c e  women w ere a llo w ed  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  
a c t i v e ly  in  th e  1838 m e e t in g , s e v e r a l  o u tra g e d  c o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  le d  by 
th e  R everend C h a rle s  T o r re y , a sk ed  t h a t  t h e i r  names be  expunged from  
th e  r o l l s . ^  B ecause  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  e i t h e r  a t te n d e d  
th e se  m ee tin g s  o r  re a d  th e  p ro c e e d in g s , th e y  w ere b ro u g h t c lo s e r  to  
th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  d e b a te s .  By 1838 New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere  
ta k in g  s i d e s ,  K im b a ll’ s c a u t io n in g  a d v ic e  n o tw i th s ta n d in g .
G a r r i s o n 's  e x tra n e o u s  i s s u e s ,  w hich  s e rv e d  to  d iv id e  th e  New 
H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  w ere  b ro u g h t i n t o  s h a r p e r  fo cu s  a f t e r  
N a th a n ie l Peabody R ogers w as d e s ig n a te d  th e  new e d i t o r  o f  th e  H e ra ld  
o f  Freedom . In  th e  s p r in g  o f  1838, th e  tw e n ty - fo u r  y e a r - o ld  K im ball 
d ied  u n e x p e c te d ly  and th e  B oard o f  M anagers o f  th e  NHASS chose R ogers 
to  r e p la c e  him . R ogers had  b een  a  f r e q u e n t  c o n t r ib u to r  to  th e  H e ra ld  
and he  was a  h ig h ly  v i s i b l e  fu n c t io n a r y  a t  num erous s t a t e  and coun ty  
co n v en tio n s  in  New H am psh ire . In  a d d i t io n ,  h e  was w e l l - l i k e d  and i t  
was th o u g h t t h a t  h e  was fa ir - m in d e d , an a t t r i b u t e  t h a t  th e  Board 
members u n d o u b ted ly  v iew ed  a s  an e s s e n t i a l  i n g r e d i e n t .  But i f  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  i n  New H am pshire th o u g h t he  w ould ta k e  a n e u t r a l  
cou rse  in  th e  e v e r-g ro w in g  c o n te n t io u s  a tm o sp h ere  p la g u in g  th e  
movement, th ey  w ere  soon  to  b e  d i s i l l u s i o n e d .  W hether a c c u r a te ly  o r  
n o t ,  R ogers was soon p e rc e iv e d  a s  an unbend ing  " u l t r a "  whose su p p o r t  
o f  G a rr iso n  d rove  th e  wedge o f  d is u n io n  among members o f  th e  
NHASS.
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Bo rn  a t  P lym outh , New H am psh ire , i n  1794, R ogers e n jo y ed  a
f in a n c i a l l y  s e c u re  c h ild h o o d  an d , upon th e  u rg in g  o f  h i s  p h y s ic ia n
f a th e r ,  a t te n d e d  D artm outh  and e v e n tu a l ly  re a d  f o r  th e  law . In  th e
1820's  Rogers s u p p o r te d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  and p h i l a n th r o p ic
c a u se s , in c lu d in g  tem perance  and c o lo n iz a t io n .  'When an a b o l i t i o n i s t
ag en t was d i r e c t e d  to  h i s  P lym outh law o f f i c e ,  a  h o r r i f i e d  R ogers
re fu s e d  to  sp ea k  w ith  h im . B ut a f t e r  re a d in g  G a r r i s o n 's  w orks and
o th e r  a n t i - s l a v e r y  l i t e r a t u r e ,  he  c o n v e r te d  to  th e  cau se  an d , i n
l a t e  1833, form ed th e  P lym outh  A n ti-S la v e ry  S o c ie ty ,  th e  f i r s t
16a b o l i t i o n i s t  o r g a n iz a t io n  i n  th e  s t a t e .
W ith h i s  f r e q u e n t  c o n t r ib u t io n s  to  th e  H e ra ld  and th e  L i b e r a t o r ,
and w ith  h i s  o u tsp o k en  r e s o l u t i o n s  a t  num erous c o n v e n tio n s , R ogers
soon became w id e ly  known n o t  o n ly  in  New H am pshire b u t  th ro u g h o u t
th e  r e s t  o f  th e  c o u n try  as  w e l l .  G a rr is o n  p r a i s e d  him  r e p e a te d ly .
In  u rg in g  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  to  choose Rogers a s  th e  new
e d i to r  o f  th e  H e ra ld , th e  B o s to n ia n  n o te d  th a t  "N o th in g  em anates
from th a t  m ind, o r  i s  re c o rd e d  by t h a t  p e n , w hich i s  n o t  c h a r a c te r iz e d
by o r i g i n a l i t y ,  s t r e n g th  and  p o w e r . T h e  e d i t o r  o f  th e  M adison
County (New York) A b o l i t i o n i s t  ex c la im ed  th a t  R ogers was "one o f
18th e  r i c h e s t ,  r a c i e s t  w r i t e r s  t h i s  c o u n try  p o s s e s s e s ."
Even p r io r  to  h i s  e d i to r s h ip  o f  th e  H e ra ld , R ogers h e ld  v iew s 
th a t  u n d o u b ted ly  s e rv e d  to  cau se  some d is c o m fo r t  among clergym en 
and c o n s e rv a tiv e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  At th e  1837 NHASS c o n v e n tio n  he had 
in tro d u c e d  a s e r i e s  o f  r e s o lu t io n s  condem ning Am erican ch u rch es  as 
" th e  m ost fo rm id a b le  o b s ta c le  i n  e n d in g  s l a v e r y . H e  was a ls o  
cap ab le  o f  a s s a u l t i n g  some o f  th e  m ost h a llo w ed  sym bols in  th e  la n d . 
The U n ited  S ta te s  S en a te  was condemned a s  " t h a t  ungodly  b o d y ,"  and
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th e  F o u rth  o f  J u ly  was d e n ig r a te d  a s  a  "p o o r o ld  p r o s t i t u t e d ,  rum -
20so ak ed , powder-sm oked a n n iv e r s a r y ."
R ogers was e s p e c i a l l y  o u tsp o k en  in  h i s  s u p p o r t  f o r  G a r r is o n .
As e a r ly  as 1837 R ogers condemned th o s e  " f a s t i d i o u s  and f a u l t - f i n d i n g "  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  who a t ta c k e d  G a r r is o n . To c r i t i c i z e  " th e  mover o f  
American A n ti-S la v e ry "  e x h ib i te d  "bad t a s t e "  and " i n g r a t i t u d e . "  
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  R ogers p ronounced  th e  " C le r i c a l  A p p ea ls"  a s  " t r e a c h e ro u s "  
and "co w ard ly " ; th o s e  who so u g h t to  underm ine th e  movement w ere 
" p ro - s la v e r y  d iv in e s ,  and t h e i r  cunn ing  o rg a n s , th e  r e l i g i o u s
i.21n ew sp ap ers .
I f  h i s  v iew s s e n t  sh o ck  w aves th ro u g h  th e  c o n s e rv a t iv e  a b o l i t i o n ­
i s t  community th e r e  i s  no e v id e n c e  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  c o n s e rv a t iv e s  
t r i e d  to  b lo c k  h i s  ap p o in tm en t a s  e d i t o r  o f  th e  H e ra ld . C e r ta in ly  
th ey  m ust have b een  aw are o f  h i s  p o s i t i o n s ,  f o r  he was c o n t in u a l ly  
denouncing  c lergym en and c h u rc h es  and i n  New H am psh ire , clergym en 
w ere th e  m ost o u tsp o k en  c r i t i c s  o f " u l t r a "  v ie w s. Y e t, even  w h ile  
assum ing an a n t i - c l e r i c a l  s t a n c e ,  R ogers was a b le  to  tem per h i s  
p o s i t io n .  He was " s t a r t l e d "  a t  G a r r i s o n 's  c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  S abbath
and a rg u ed  th a t  no in d e p e n d e n t a b o l i t i o n i s t  co u ld — o r sh o u ld — b e  a
22w o rsh ip p e r and i d o l i z e r  o f  G a r r is o n . In  a d d i t i o n ,  h e  a p p a r e n t ly
s a id  l i t t l e  a b o u t th e  "woman q u e s t io n "  and h i s  p o s i t i o n  on p o l i t i c s
was m uddled. On th e  one hand h e  had  anonym ously denounced p o l i t i c a l
p a r t i e s ,  a rg u in g  f o r  t h e i r  e v e n tu a l  e x t i n c t i o n ,  b u t  on th e  o th e r  hand
he had n o t ta k en  i s s u e  w i th  th e  numerous r e s o lu t io n s  p a sse d  a t
co n v en tio n s  w hich  u rg ed  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  to  c a r ry  t h e i r  p r i n c i p l e s  to  
23th e  p o l l s .
I f  c o n s e rv a t iv e s  had  any r e s e r v a t io n s  ab o u t R o g ers , th e y  d id  n o t
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pub l i c i z e  them . I t  i s  c o n c e iv a b le  t h a t  th e y  b e l ie v e d  he  w as th e  
b e s t  p o s s ib le  c h o ic e  f o r  th e  tim e-co n su m in g  jo b  o f  e d i t o r .  W hatever 
th e  c a s e , R ogers began  h i s  e d i t o r i a l  d u t i e s  i n  J u n e , 1838. By 
a c c e p tin g  th e  p o s i t i o n ,  h e  abandoned a c o m fo rta b le  l e g a l  p r a c t i c e ,  
took  a  s ta g g e r in g  c u t i n  p ay , and , u n t i l  h i s  d e a th  in  1846, was 
fo rc e d  to  r e ly  on d o n a tio n s  from  f r ie n d s  to  h e lp  fe e d  h i s  fa m ily .
At th e  tim e  o f R o g e rs 1 ap p o in tm en t to  th e  H e ra ld , m ost a b o l i t i o n ­
i s t s ,  fo llo w in g  K im b a l l 's  l e a d ,  so u g h t to  a v o id  th e  grow ing c o n tro v e rs y  
su rro u n d in g  G a rr is o n  and h i s  c r i t i c s .  To be s u r e ,  p a r t i s a n s  cou ld  
be  coun ted  on b o th  s id e s  i n  th e  s t a t e ,  b u t  l e a d e r s  to o k  p a in s  to  
avo id  an open b re a k  s i m i l a r  to  th e  one t h a t  was th r e a te n in g  th e  
M assa c h u se tts  s o c ie ty  i n  1838 and 1839. D is g ru n t le d  Bay S ta te  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere  b e g in n in g  to  c a l l  f o r  a  "new o r g a n iz a t io n "  t h a t  
would be d e d ic a te d  s o l e l y  to  a n t i - s l a v e r y  p r i n c i p l e s  and n o t to  
G a r r is o n 's  " e x tra n e o u s  i s s u e s . "  U pset w ith  th e  d is tu r b a n c e s  in  
M assa c h u se tts  and h o p in g  to  a v o id  s i m i l a r  in t e r n e c i n e  w a r fa re  in  
th e  G ra n ite  S t a t e ,  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  a s s id u o u s ly  c o u r te d  
n e u t r a l i t y  and c a l l e d  f o r  an end to  th e  d i s p u te s .  R e s o lu tio n s  p a s se d  
a t  th e  H il ls b o ro u g h  County A n ti-S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  c o n v e n tio n  t y p i f i e d  
th e  f e e l in g s  o f  m ost a b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  th e  s t a t e .  F i r s t ,  members 
re s o lv e d  th a t  "we know o f  no le a d e r ,  b u t  p r i n c i p l e s ,  i n  th e  a n t i ­
s la v e ry  c a u s e ,— . . .  we h a i l  e v e ry  a b o l i t i o n i s t  as a  b r o th e r " ;  
H illsb o ro u g h  County a b o l i t i o n i s t s  th e n  r e s o lv e d  th a t  th e y  "v iew [ed ]
w ith  p a in "  th e  p ro posed  "new o rg a n iz a t io n "  in  M a s s a c h u s e tts , a
n 24co u rse  e n t i r e l y  u n c a l le d  f o r . "
I f  th e  H il ls b o ro u g h  County a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and lik e -m in d e d  
s u p p o r te r s  th ro u g h o u t th e  s t a t e  had hoped to  m a in ta in  a n e u t r a l
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p o s i t io n  in  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  d is p u te s  r a g in g  in  M a s s a c h u s e tts ,  th e y  
w ere to  f in d  t h a t  R ogers— now th e  m ost i n f l u e n t i a l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  v o ic e  
in  th e  s t a t e — was r a p id ly  b e in g  drawn more d e e p ly  i n t o  G a r r i s o n 's  
o r b i t .  In  h i s  f i r s t  i s s u e  a s  e d i t o r ,  R ogers lau n ch e d  a  f u l l - s c a l e  
a t t a c k  on p o l i t i c s  and a n t i - s l a v e r y  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n .  F o r h im , 
v o tin g  was: m e re ly  an e x e r c i s e  t h a t  d e c id e d  "w hich o f  two r i v a l
25C aesars , s h a l l  b e  c a p ta in - g e n e r a l  . . . o v e r t h i s  e n t i r e  s t a t e . "
Three m onths l a t e r  he p r a i s e d  G a r r i s o n 's  new ly form ed N o n -R e sis ta n ce  
S o c ie ty  and denounced a l l  m i l i t a r y  v e n tu r e s . The m i l i t a r y  and even 
th e  s t a t e  m i l i t i a s  r e p r e s e n te d  "h u m a n -tig e r ism  -  r a t i o n a l  b r u t a l i t y  -  
h a t r e d  d re s s e d  up in  re g im e n ts  . . . h o m ic id e  u n d e r pay and m urder 
p e r  o r d e r ."  Those a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  h e  announced , who d id  n o t r a i s e  
th e  n o n - r e s i s t a n t  s ta n d a rd  w ould e v e n tu a l ly  d ie  by th e  sw ord. He 
d id , how ever, i n  th e  same a r t i c l e  d e c la r e  t h a t  a lth o u g h  a l l i e d ,  
a n t i - s l a v e r y  and n o n - r e s i s ta n c e  w ere two d i s t i n c t  c a u s e s . He a ls o  
announced t h a t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  "m ust a rg u e "  w i th  th o s e  who h e ld  t h a t  
women w ere i n f e r i o r  to  men. In  a d d i t i o n ,  he p r a i s e d  th o s e  a b o l i t i o n ­
i s t s  who s to o d  " f e a r l e s s  o f  th e  Popery  t h a t  ty r a n n iz e s  o v e r th e  s o u l  
o f th e  c o u n try , and t h a t  h y d ra  ' t h e  b ro th e rh o o d ' [ c l e r g y ] . "  F o llo w in g  
G a r r i s o n 's  example., R ogers n o te d  t h a t  n o t a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  would 
a g ree  w i th  h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  h u t  th e y  w ere n o t e x p e c te d  to  a g re e . A ll
he d e s i r e d  was t h a t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  re c o g n iz e  th e  im p o rtan c e  o f f r e e ly
26d is c u s s in g  h i s  p r i n c i p l e s  " in  f a i r n e s s  and h o n o r ."  U ndoubtedly  
c o n se rv a tiv e  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  c o u ld  re a c h  o n ly  one 
co n c lu s io n  a f t e r  h i s  p ro c la m a t io n s :  N a th a n ie l  P . R ogers was an
" u l t r a "  G a r r is o n ia n  n o n - r e s i s t a n t .  Any n e u t r a l  c o u rse  would be 
d i f f i c u l t  to  seek  when th e  e d i t o r  o f  th e  H e ra ld  was an o u tsp o k en
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defender of extraneous issues.
Although, o u tsp o k en  in  h i s  d e fe n se  o f  G a r r is o n , he  n e v e r th e le s s
c o u rte d  n e u t r a l i t y  by co u ch in g  h i s  v iew s in  te rm s o f  " f r e e  d i s c u s s io n ."
Is s u e s  t h a t  d iv id e d  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  co u ld  a t  l e a s t  be  a d d re s s e d  in  a
c i v i l i z e d  fa s h io n  in  th e  p ag es  o f  th e  H e ra ld . A c c o rd in g ly , he
c o n t in u a l ly  p r in t e d  l e t t e r s  and e d i t o r i a l s  from  o th e r  new spapers
which, a rg u ed  a g a in s t  G a rr is o n  an d , a t  th e  same tim e , r e p r in t e d
a r t i c l e s  from  th e  L ib e r a to r  d ev o ted  to  n o n - r e s i s t a n c e .  Many w ere
p le a se d  w ith  R o g e rs ’ e d i t o r i a l  a b i l i t i e s  and h i s  s e n s e  o f  f a i r  p la y .
One a h o l i t i o n i s t  w ro te  t h a t  "The H e ra ld  i s  v a s t l y  im proved u n d e r yo u r 
27p a r t i a l  c a r e . "  B ut w i th  th e  g row ing  d iv i s io n s  i n  M a s s a c h u s e tts , 
and w ith  c o n s e rv a t iv e  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  fo llo w in g  th e  le a d  
o f t h e i r  Bay S ta te  c o u n te r p a r ts  in  u rg in g  a  new o r g a n iz a t io n ,  R ogers 
found h im s e lf  a d o p tin g  a  m ore r i g i d  s ta n c e  i n  h i s  su p p o r t  f o r  G a r r is o n . 
Indeed , a f t e r  w aging a  f r u s t r a t i n g  w ar o f  w ords w ith  c o n s e rv a t iv e  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and a f t e r  a t t e n d in g  a  s e r i e s  o f  d i s r u p t iv e  c o n v e n tio n s  
from 1839 to  1840, R ogers became one o f  th e  m ost uncom prom ising 
" u l t r a s "  in  th e  e n t i r e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  movement.
By J a n u a ry , 1839, c o n s e rv a t iv e  M a ssa c h u se tts  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  had  
fo rm u la ted  a  p la n  to  s e p a r a te  G a r r i s o n 's  in f lu e n c e  from  th e  
M assa c h u se tts  A n ti-S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  (MASS) by se e k in g  to  r e f u s e  to  
s e a t  women and th e n  t r y i n g  to  e s t a b l i s h  c o n t r o l  o v e r th e  L i b e r a t o r . 
A n ti-G a rr iso n  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  th e  Bay S ta t e  a l s o  p ro p o sed  a  new 
w eekly p a p e r  in  M a ssa c h u se tts  "w hich s h a l l  ta k e  r i g h t ,  h ig h , and 
c o n s is te n t  ground on th e  s u b j e c t ,  and c o n s ta n t ly  u rg e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  
as in  du ty  bound , to  u se  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l ,  a s  w e l l  as t h e i r  m ora l 
and r e l i g io u s  power and r i g h t s  f o r  th e  im m ediate  o v e rth ro w  o f
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s l a v e r y ."  But a t  th e  MASS a n n u a l m ee tin g  c o n s e rv a t iv e s  c o u ld  n o t
m uster th e  needed  v o te s  on r e s o lu t io n s  c e n s u r in g  G a r r i s o n 's  n o n -
r e s i s t a n c e  and a n t i - p o l i t i c a l  s ta n c e .  When women d e le g a te s  v o te d
to  d e fe a t  th e  a n t i - G a r r i s o n  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  o b je c te d  to
t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  b u t  G a r r is o n ia n  F ra n c is  J a c k s o n , p r e s id in g
o f f i c e r  o f  th e  m e e tin g , r u le d  t h a t  women c o u ld  a c t i v e ly  p a r t i c i p a t e .
In  a  f i n a l  s la p  a t  c o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  th e  c o n v e n tio n  a c c e p te d  th e  a n n u a l
r e p o r t  f o r  th e  MASS— w r i t t e n  by G a rr is o n —w hich  a d v o c a te d  women’s
28r i g h t s ,  a t ta c k e d  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ,  and p r a i s e d  n o n - r e s i s t a n c e .
Soundly d e fe a te d  in  M a s s a c h u s e tts ,  th e  c o n s e rv a t iv e s  n e x t  so u g h t 
to  c h a lle n g e  G a rr is o n  a t  th e  an n u a l AASS m ee tin g  in  New Y ork, w here 
th ey  w ere a t  l e a s t  c h ee re d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  E x e c u tiv e  Com m ittee 
o f  th e  AASS was j u s t  a s  i n t e n t  upon d is lo d g in g  G a r r is o n . Aware o f 
t h i s  " t r e a c h e r y ,"  G a rr is o n  b ro u g h t a  s i z e a b le  c o n t in g e n t  o f  h i s  
s u p p o r te r s — in c lu d in g  women— to  New York in  May. Im m e d ia te ly , th e  
q u e s tio n  o f  women p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was b ro ach ed  and a f t e r  a  day o f  
angry d e b a te s ,  a  r e s o l u t i o n  w as p a sse d  180 to  140 a llo w in g  women to  
v o te . Once a g a in , th e  c o n s e rv a t iv e  c h a lle n g e  to  G a r r i s o n 's  " u l t r a "  
view s was d e fe a te d .
S e v e ra l weeks l a t e r ,  c o n s e rv a t iv e s  made one f i n a l  a t te m p t to  
h a l t  G a r r i s o n 's  in f lu e n c e .  At th e  an n u a l m ee tin g  o f  th e  New E ng land  
A n ti-S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  a tte m p te d  to  u n s e a t  th e  women 
d e le g a te s ,  b u t  th e y  w ere so u n d ly  d e f e a te d .  At l a s t  ab an d o n in g  t h e i r  
c ru sa d e , th ey  w ith d rew  from  th e  c o n v e n tio n  and form ed th e  M a ssa c h u se tts  
A b o li t io n  S o c ie ty , a "new o rg a n iz a t io n "  w hich ex c lu d e d  women from  f u l l  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  In  an a t te m p t to  c o u n te r  th e  L i b e r a t o r , th e  c o n se rv a ­
t iv e s  c r e a te d  th e  M a s sa c h u se tts  A b o l i t i o n i s t ,  a  p a p e r d e d ic a te d  to
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29p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n .  In  th e  Bay S ta t e  th e  th r e a te n e d  s p l i t  had 
f i n a l l y  o c c u r re d .
B ecause th e  d e b a te s  i n  M a ssa c h u se tts  in  e a r ly  1839 w ere so 
in te n s e ,  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere in c r e a s in g ly  drawn in to  
th e  f r a y .  For h i s  p a r t ,  R ogers c o n tin u e d  to  d e fen d  G a r r is o n , n o t in g  
th a t  he was " th e  o r i g i n a t o r  o f  th e  e n t e r p r i s e  . . . — th e  Columbus 
o f t h i s  e x p lo r a t io n  f o r  th e  new w o rld  o f  L i b e r t y . "  To l i m i t  t h i s  
"p io n e e r"  was tan tam o u n t to  " s u b je c t in g  th e  compass to  th e  r e g u la t io n  
o f  th e  r a s h  m a r in e r ."  F o r R o g ers , i t  was " p r e p o s te r o u s ,"  " s u i c i d a l , "  
and " v u lg a r ly  u n g r a te f u l"  to  h ave  a n o th e r  a n t i - s l a v e r y  p a p e r  in  
M assach u se tts  w h ile  th e  L ib e r a to r  and G a rr iso n  w ere  t h e r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
one w hich was d ev o ted  to  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n .  W orse, th e  L ib e r a to r  was 
n o t opposed to  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ;  G a rr iso n  n e v e r  a rg u ed  t h a t  v o t in g
was to  be  a  badge o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  m em bership , as  th e  "new o r g a n iz a t io n -
■ * j  30i s t s  i n s i s t e d .
Even w ith  h i s  d e fe n se  o f  G a r r is o n , R ogers ap p ea re d  to  be
w av erin g , o r  a t  l e a s t  a t te m p tin g  to  d i l u t e  th e  B o s to n ia n ’s r a d i c a l
d o c t r in e s ,  p e rh ap s  i n  p a r t  to  f o r e s t a l l  G a r r i s o n 's  c r i t i c s  i n  New
H am pshire. W hatever th e  r e a s o n ,  R o g e rs ’ own p o s i t io n s  seemed m uddled
and in c o n s i s t e n t  to  th e  new o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s . He had  ap p lau d ed  n o n -
r e s i s t a n c e ,  b u t  th e n  s t a t e d  t h a t  G a r r i s o n 's  " n o n - r e s i s ta n c e  n o t io n s
31a re  a  l i t t l e  s t r o n g e r  th a n  we h av e  b een  e d u ca te d  t o . "  L ik e w ise ,
w h ile  he approved  o f  G a r r is o n ’s a n t i - p o l i t i c a l  s ta n c e  he  had  a ls o
32argued th a t  p e t i t i o n i n g  C ongress was a c c e p ta b le .  R ogers was an 
ou tspoken  opponent o f  " c l e r i c a l  dom inance" b u t was u n co m fo rtab le  
w ith. G a r r is o n ’s a s s a u l t  on th e  S ab b a th . W here, new o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  
asked , d id  Rogers s ta n d ?  Was he a s u p p o r te r  o f  G a rr is o n  o r  n o t?
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As R ogers now a tte m p te d  to  e x p la in  h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  he  had  a lw ays been  
c o n s is te n t  b e ca u se  th e  i s s u e  was n o t  G a r r i s o n 's  " u l t r a "  p r in c ip l e s  
b u t h i s  r i g h t  to  h o ld  such, p r i n c i p l e s .  R ogers o r  anyone e l s e  need  
n o t a g re e  w ith  th e s e  c a u s e s ,  b u t  G a rr iso n  c e r t a i n l y  had ev ery  r i g h t  
to  p u b l is h  them in  h i s  own p a p e r . New o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s ,  R ogers 
con tended , w ere a t te m p tin g  to  n a rro w  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  p la t fo rm  by 
i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  a g re e  on e v e ry  i s s u e  b e fo re  th e  
p u b l ic .  This, a t t i t u d e  w ould u l t im a te ly  harm  th e  cau se  and sh rin k , 
m em bership.
P a r t  o f  th e  c o n fu s io n  w i th  R o g e rs ' p o s i t i o n  r e s t e d  l a r g e ly  on 
th e  f a c t  t h a t  he  was n o t  e n t i r e l y  co n v in ced  th a t  G a r r i s o n 's  w o rld  
view was th e  p ro p e r  one . In d e e d , he was sy m p a th e tic  to  n o n - r e s i s t a n c e ,  
to  women p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  a n t i - s l a v e r y  c o n v e n t io n s , and to  an a n t i ­
p o l i t i c a l  c re e d ,  b u t  e m o tio n a lly  he was n o t  y e t  a b le  to  commit 
h im se lf  t o t a l l y  and u n c o n d i t io n a l ly  to  th e s e  c a u s e s , e s p e c ia l l y  to  
n o n - r e s is ta n c e .  E v e n tu a lly  R ogers w ould be  f i rm ly  com m itted to  
n o n - r e s is ta n c e ,  b u t  in  e a r ly  1839, i t  a p p ea red  t h a t  he was u n d ec id ed  
and co n fu sed . Those cham pioning  a  new o r g a n iz a t io n  and a new, 
p o l i t i c a l l y - o r i e n t e d  p a p e r  in  M a ssa c h u se tts  re c o g n iz e d  h i s  w a v erin g  
and so u g h t, th ro u g h  l o g i c a l  a rg u m en ts , to  c o n v e r t R ogers— a h ig h ly  
v a lu ed  p r iz e — to  t h e i r  c a u s e . Henry B. S ta n to n , an a r t i c u l a t e  le a d e r  
o f th e  a n t i - G a r r i s o n  f o r c e s  i n  M a s s a c h u s e tts , w ro te  R ogers e x p la in in g  
t h e i r  p o s i t i o n .  R eco g n iz in g  t h a t  R ogers was u p s e t b o th  w ith  a t t a c k s  
launched a g a in s t  G a rr is o n  and w ith  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  a new p a p e r ,
S tan to n  a rg u ed  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t s  w ere  th e  a g g rie v e d  p a r ty  
and n o t G a rr is o n . The B o s to n ian  was " a r r a y in g  a  f a c t io n  o f h i s  p a p e r 
a g a in s t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n  Iw hich] in ju r e d  and cramped us g r e a t l y . "
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Massachusetts abolitionists "don't like the isms, i.e., non-govt,
p e r f e c t io n ,  e t c " ;  in d e e d , th e  no-governm ent th e o ry  was " p e r n ic io u s "
and th r e a te n e d  th e  movement in  M a s s a c h u s e tts . T here  w e re , S ta n to n
c la im ed , 15 ,000  " v o t in g  a b o l i t i o n i s t s "  in  th e  s t a t e ,  b u t  no p a p e r
to  re a ch  them . The A b o l i t i o n i s t  would s e rv e  t h a t  n e ed . "R ely  upon i t ,
d ear b r o . , "  S ta n to n  d e c la r e d ,  " th e  cau se  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  h as  outgrow n
i t s  n u rs e ry  c lo th e s ,  and i t  i s  g e t t i n g  o f  a g e . What! One p a p e r ,
w ith, a c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  2 ,5 0 0 , m eet th e  c ra v in g s  o f  M a ssa c h u se tts
a b o l i t io n is m ! "  C o u n te r in g  R o g e rs ' argum ent t h a t  G a rr is o n  was
" e s s e n t i a l  to  th e  c a u s e ,"  S ta n to n  d ry ly  p o in te d  o u t t h a t  i f  f o r  some
reaso n  G a rr is o n  l e f t  th e  c a u s e , a b o l i t io n is m  w ould c o n t in u e .  No man
33was in d is p e n s a b le .
The R everend O range S c o t t  echoed  S ta n to n 's  p o s i t i o n  in  a  s e r i e s  
o f l e t t e r s  t h a t  R ogers e v e n tu a l ly  p u b lis h e d  in  th e  H e ra ld . S c o tt  
b lu n t ly  asked  R ogers w here he s to o d  on th e  " is m s ."  S c o t t  had h e a rd  
from "an a b le  c o r re s p o n d e n t"  t h a t  R ogers was le a n in g  tow ard  th e  
"no-governm ent" th e o ry ,  b u t  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  to  c o n firm  s in c e  Rogers 
only  defen d ed  G a rr iso n  and d id  n o t  a d d re s s  th e  n o n - r e s i s ta n c e  cau se  
d i r e c t l y  in  th e  pag es  o f  th e  H e r a ld . Why was R ogers b e in g  so c a u tio u s ?  
"Can i t  be  t h a t  th e  f e a r  t h a t  you  would n o t  come o f f  so w e ll  as 
'se co n d  b e s t , '  makes you so  c a r e f u l ? "  The im p l ic a t io n s  o f  th e  no­
governm ent th e o ry  w ere im m ense, and i t  was tim e  t h a t  R ogers u n d e rs to o d  
them.
S c o tt  a rg u ed  t h a t  h e  co u ld  a c c e p t G a r r i s o n 's  a t t a c k s  on th e  
S abbath  and th e  c le rg y  b u t  th e  no-governm ent th e o ry  was p e r i lo u s  
s in c e  " i t  s t r i k e s  a t  th e  v e ry  fo u n d a tio n  o f th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
e n t e r p r i s e . "  W ithou t p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n  th e  s la v e  w ould rem ain  in
-145-
c h a in s . In d e e d , i f  G a rr is o n  fo llo w e d  h i s  n o -g o v em m en t th e o ry  to  
i t s  l o g i c a l  c o n c lu s io n s ,  m ig h t he n o t  e v e n tu a l ly  a rg u e  a g a in s t  a n t i ­
s la v e ry  o rg a n iz a t io n s ?  In  s h o r t ,  "T h is  [ n o n - r e s i s t a n t ]  scheme o f
consummate n o n se n se , coming from  th e  s o u rc e  i t  d o e s , i s  th e  d a r k e s t
34sp o t in  ou r a n t i - s l a v e r y  e n t e r p r i s e . "
Rogers was q u ic k  to  r e p ly ,  a lth o u g h  S c o t t  p ro b a b ly  was no more
e n lig h te n e d  on h i s  v iew s th a n  b e f o r e  he w ro te  h i s  l e t t e r  o f  in q u i r y .
Rogers r e fu s e d  to  a d d re s s  th e  n o n - r e s i s ta n c e  i s s u e  in  th e  H e ra ld
because  he  had  n e v e r  d i r e c t l y  a d v o ca ted  i t  in  th e  p a p e r  n o r  d id  he
c o n s id e r  i t  e s s e n t i a l  to  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  c a u se . P re o c c u p a tio n  w ith
th e  d o c t r in e  was p ro d u c in g  u n n e c e s sa ry  s t r i f e  among a b o l i t i o n i s t s
and Rogers had  no d e s i r e  to  c o n t r ib u te  p u b l i c ly  to  th e  d e b a te :
W hether we h o ld  to  v o t in g  o r  n o t . . . w h e th er we i n c l i n e  
to  b e l i e v e  th e  d o c t r in e  o f  n o n - r e s i s ta n c e  o r  n o t ,  we s h a n 't  
t e l l  b r o th e r  S c o t t ,  i n  th e  H e ra ld — and we d o n 't  t h in k ,  i f  he 
sh o u ld  w r i t e  an a r t i c l e  f o r  th e  H e ra ld  a g a in s t  non- 
r e s i s t a n c e ,  o r  Mr. G a rr is o n  one in  fa v o r  o f  i t ,  t h a t  we 
sh o u ld  p u b l is h  e i t h e r  o f  them u n le s s  th ey  co u ld  s a t i s f y  
us t h a t  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  cau se  co u ld  be advanced  by one
s id e  o r  th e  o th e r  o f  t h a t  q u e s t io n .
Rogers e x p la in e d  th a t  p e rh a p s  one day he may "come to  th e  c o n c lu s io n
th a t  human v io le n c e  i s  u n la w fu l in  any fo rm ,"  b u t  i f  he d id ,  he
would n o t use  th e  H e ra ld  to  p ro p a g a te  th e s e  v ie w s. He a s s u re d
S c o t t ,  how ever, t h a t  w h ile  a  n o n - r e s i s t a n t  had to  be an a b o l i t i o n i s t ,
35an a b o l i t i o n i s t  n eed  n o t b e  a n o n - r e s i s t a n t .
On b a la n c e  i t  a p p ea re d  t h a t ,  in d e c i s iv e n e s s  a s id e ,  R ogers was a
G a rr is o n ia n . In  f a c t ,  o n ly  c e r t a i n  r e s e r v a t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  "no
governm ent" and th e  S ab b a th  p re v e n te d  Rogers from  f u l l y  s u p p o r t in g
G a r r is o n 's  p o s i t i o n ;  fu r th e r m o re ,  i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  th e  New H am pshire
36e d i to r  th o u g h t G a rr iso n  had  been  " c r u e l ly "  a s s a i l e d  by h is  en em ies .
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At th e  same tim e  many c o n s e rv a t iv e s  i n  New H am pshire in c re a s e d  t h e i r  
a t ta c k s  on G a r r is o n , and o p en ly  s u p p o r te d  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  new 
o r g a n iz a t i o n i s t s  i n  M a s s a c h u s e tts ,  as w e l l  as a d v o c a tin g  a  new 
s o c ie ty  i n  New H am pshire. In d e e d , th e  New H am pshire "new o r g a n iz a t io n ­
i s t s "  w ere so  v i s i b l y  a c t i v e  i n  l a t e  .1839 t h a t  one G a r r is o n ia n  
a n g r i ly  n o te d  t h a t  th e  "snaky  form  o f  [ th e  M a ssa c h u se tts  new o rg a n iz a ­
t io n ]  i s  a l r e a d y  se e n  w in d in g  i t s  way among th e  v a l l i e s  o f New 
H am pshire.
A n t i - s la v e r y  m in i s t e r s  w ere  e s p e c i a l l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  G a r r is o n , 
and th e y  c o u ld  be  co u n ted  as f irm  s u p p o r te r s  o f  new o r g a n iz a t io n .
The R everend Rufus Putnam  o f  C h ic h e s te r  was so  e n ra g ed  w ith  G a r r i s o n 's  
r a n t in g s  i n  th e  L ib e r a to r  t h a t  he  " d ro p t  i t "  and h e  knew o f "one o r  
two o th e r s  and m in i s t e r s  i n  t h i s  r e g io n  who have done th e  sam e ."
He was " a s to n is h e d "  a t  G a r r i s o n 's  in f lu e n c e  among a b o l i t i o n i s t s .
Were a b o l i t i o n i s t s  so  b l in d  t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  n o t s e e  t h a t  " th e  cause  
i t s e l f  i s  t h e  m ain th in g  and th e  man c o m p a ra tiv e ly  o f  v e ry  l i t t l e  
consequence"? W orse, G a rr iso n  had  o v e rs te p p e d  th e  bounds o f  a n t i ­
s la v e ry  a g i t a t i o n  by a d v o c a tin g  e x tra n e o u s  i s s u e s  t h a t  w ould 
u l t im a te ly  d e s t r o y  a b o l i t io n is m .  The "'woman q u e s t i o n '"  w ould 
d e s tro y  th.e " fo u n d a tio n s  o f  human v i r t u e  and h a p p in e s s "i  th e  "no­
governm ent" i s s u e  would in s u r e  t h a t  "M ight w ould make r i g h t .
D ep rav ity  w ould r e i g n . "  Putnam  co u ld  ta k e  com fo rt i n  th e  f a c t  
th a t  in  New H am pshire "many o f  th e  m ost s u b s t a n t i a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
a re  s t r o n g ly  in  fa v o r  o f  [ th e  M a ssa c h u se tts  A b o l i t io n ]  S o c ie ty ."  
U n fo r tu n a te ly , many w ere s t i l l  " u l t r a "  and "go f o r  G a r r is o n ,"  
in c lu d in g  th e  p o p u la r  R ogers w hose H e ra ld  " i s  n o t much, a  p a p e r  . . .
O Q
we w a n t .”
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The R everend John L eB osquet, C o n g re g a tio n a l m in i s t e r  from
Loudon, p re s e n te d  h i s  c a se  i n  s e v e r a l  p u b l ic  l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  to
R ogers. I t  was w rong, L eB osquet d e c la r e d ,  to  c o n s id e r  one man th e
"A ll in  A ll"  o f  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  movement, even i f  t h a t  man p io n e e re d
th e  cau se . G a r r is o n , i n  h i s  z e a l  to  p ro p a g a te  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  "do n o t
touch  th e  s u b je c t  o f  s l a v e r y , "  was d r iv in g  away p o t e n t i a l  c o n v e r ts  to
a b o l i t io n is m ;  he " i s  known to  h o ld  and to  p r a c t i c e  upon p r in c ip l e s
which are b e lie v e d  by th e  grea t body o f  C h r is tia n s  in  the w orld , to
39be d e s t r u c t i v e  o f  a l l  o r d e r ,  and a l l  r e l i g i o n . "  LeB osquet l a t e r  
denounced G a rr is o n  a t  th e  May, NEASS c o n v e n tio n  f o r  h i s  s ta n c e  on 
th e  is s u e  o f  women p a r t i c i p a t i o n . ^
W hile o th e r  a n t i - G a r r i s o n ia n s  w ro te  to  R ogers e x p re s s in g  t h e i r  
dismay w ith  " e x tra n e o u s  I s s u e s , "  th e  m ost th r e a te n in g — f o r  R ogers— 
was th e  r e a c t io n  o f  th e  R everend J o n a th a n  C u r t i s ,  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  
NHASS. A f te r  condemning G a r r is o n , C u r t is  om inously  w ro te  t h a t  i f  
th e  s t a t e  s o c ie ty  sh o u ld  i n  any way le n d  s u p p o r t  to  G a r r is o n , th e n  
th e re  would be a new o r g a n iz a t io n  in  New H am pshire.
Rogers was f u r io u s .  The f a c t  t h a t  C u r t is  was th r e a te n in g  to  
d isb an d  th e  v e ry  o r g a n iz a t io n  o v e r w hich  he p re s id e d  seem ed 
in d e f e n s ib le  to  R o g ers . At l a s t ,  he d ropped  a l l  p r e te n s e  o f  
n e u t r a l i t y  and o p en ly  c h a s t i s e d  new o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  f o r  t h e i r  
"d o g m atica l and m ost u n re a so n a b le  c e n s u r e s ,"  and b e r a te d  h im s e lf  
fo r  n o t denouncing  them  e a r l i e r  when th e  movement was ta k in g  shape  
in  M a ssa c h u se tts . In  th e  p a s t  h e  had  r e f u s e d  to  comment d i r e c t l y  
on new o r g a n iz a t io n  " o u t o f  r e g a rd  f o r  th e  f e e l i n g s  o f a  few men 
l i k e  Mr. C u r t i s . "  A re m o rs e fu l  R ogers co n c lu d ed  t h a t ,  as a  r e s u l t  
o f h i s  s i l e n c e ,  th e  e n t i r e  movement in  New H am pshire was s u f f e r in g
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a t  th e  hands o f  th e  a n t i - G a r r i s o n  f a c t i o n .
Rogers a n g r i ly  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  th e  NHASS p la t fo rm  was la r g e  
enough to  accompany in d iv id u a l s  h o ld in g  d iv e r g e n t  o p in io n s .  I f  th e  
only  way to  a c h ie v e  "harm ony" was to  d isb an d  o r  sec e d e  from  th e  NHASS, 
then  R ogers r e t o r t e d ,  i t  w as a  t r a i t o r ' s  d o c t r i n e ;  th e  consequences 
of a  new o r g a n iz a t io n  in  New H am pshire would b e  d i s a s t r o u s  and C u r t is  
"would r e g r e t  i t  to  th e  day o f h i s  d e a th ."  Once d iv id e d ,  th e  a n t i ­
s la v e ry  cau se  in  th e  G ra n ite  S t a t e  would u l t im a te ly  p e r i s h  and
41th e  c r ip p le d  s t a t e  s o c ie ty  w ould resem b le  th e  sh o rn  Sampson.
U nim pressed w i th  R o g e rs ' a t t a c k ,  c o n s e rv a t iv e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s
m eeting  in  C h e sh ire  co u n ty  is s u e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  r e s o l u t i o n s  condemning
G arriso n  and a p p la u d in g  the* e f f o r t s  o f  new o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  in  b o th
M assach u se tts  and New H am pshire. For R o g ers , th e  d o c t r in e s
e n u n c ia te d  by  th e  " C h e sh ire  R e s o lu tio n s "  w ere "unsound and u n te n a b le ."
W orse, f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e  new o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  had moved beyond th e
pages o f th e  H e ra ld  and w ere  d i r e c t l y  sow ing th e  se e d s  o f  t h e i r
cause among th e  body o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  men in  New H am pshire. W hile
Rogers d id  n o t w ant a  d iv i s io n  in  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  r a n k s , h e  would
n o t see k  to  co n v in ce  c o n s e rv a t iv e s  to  rem ain  i n  th e  NHASS. Those
who co u ld  n o t  a c c e p t a  b ro a d  a n t i - s l a v e r y  p la t fo rm  w ere en co uraged
to  le a v e  th e  NHASS. B u t, he  s a r c a s t i c a l l y  n o te d ,  i f  th e  c o n s e rv a t iv e s
i n s i s t e d  on o r g a n iz in g ,  th ey  sh o u ld  do so  u n d er th e  t i t l e  o f
c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s , L ib e r ia n s  o r  any o th e r  such  d i s t i n c t i o n s ;  th ey
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c e r t a in ly  d id  n o t d e se rv e  to  be  l a b e l l e d  " a b o l i t i o n i s t s . "
By e a r ly  1840 i t  was a p p a re n t to  m ost New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
th a t  a  showdown betw een th e  d e fe n d e rs  and d e t r a c t o r s  o f  G a rr is o n  
was u n a v o id a b le . C o n s e rv a tiv e s  a t ta c k e d  R ogers f o r  cham pion ing
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" u l t r a "  is su e s , and f o r  condem ning th e  e f f o r t s  o f  new o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s .
Many h a l t e d  t h e i r  s u b s c r ip t i o n s  to  th e  H e ra ld  b e c a u se  R ogers had
43c h a s t is e d  th e  c le rg y  f o r  e n d o rs in g  th e  new o r g a n iz a t io n .  In  t u r n ,  
Rogers in c re a s e d  h i s  a s s a u l t s  on "new o r g a n iz a t i o n ."  Those a d v o c a tin g  
a s e p a r a te  s o c ie ty  sh o u ld  m ere ly  r e t i r e  from  th e  movement a l t o g e t h e r ,  
" fo r  th ey  a r e  n o t p re p a re d  to  undergo  i t s  s a c r i f i c e . "  The d iv i s io n s  
in  th e  movement w ere cau sed  n o t  by G a r r is o n , b u t  by th e  new o rg a n iz a ­
t i o n i s t s  who, f o r  exam ple , d i r e c t l y  in tro d u c e d  th e  woman q u e s t io n  by 
see k in g  to  e x c lu d e  them from  f u l l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .
W orse, new o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  i n  M a ssa c h u se tts  had  i n f i l t r a t e d  th e  
ranks o f  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  an a t te m p t to  s p re a d  t h e i r  
p e rn ic io u s  d o c t r in e s .  One su ch  " d i s o r g a n iz e r " — A lanson  S t .  C la i r  
o f M a ssa c h u se tts— had t r a v e l e d  " to  th e  County o f  C h esh ire — to  w h isp e r  
th e re  in  th e  e a r  o f  New H am pshire a n t i - s l a v e r y ,  (L ik e  th e  te m p te r  in  
th e  e a r  o f  Eve) o f  t a s t i n g  o f  th e  f r u i t  o f  th e  t r e e  o f  know ledge o f  
good and e v i l — o f e a t in g  th e  a p p le  o f  d is c o r d  and new o r g a n i z a t i o n . " ^  
By A p r i l ,  1840, R ogers w as co n v in ced  t h a t  any a b o l i t i o n i s t  s u p p o r t in g
new o rg a n iz a t io n  w as "n o t s u i t e d  to  rem ain  on th e  p la tfo rm  o f  o ld  
45o r g a n iz a t i o n ." I f  th e  new o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  in  New H am pshire so u g h t
a f i g h t  w ith . R o g ers , th e y  co u ld  e x p e c t one .
Many a b o l i t i o n i s t s  r a l l i e d  b e h in d  R ogers a f t e r  he  became th e
b ru n t o f  In c re a s e d  a t t a c k s  by new o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s .  As m igh t be
e x p e c te d , G a rr iso n  w ro te  t h a t  he was sy m p a th iz in g  w ith  R o g ers , " y e t
r e jo ic in g  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  th ough  you a r e  c a l l e d  to  p a s s  th ro u g h  a
46f i e r y  o rd e a l  y o u r g o ld  w i l l  th e re b y  be made b r i g h t e r  and p u r e r . "
Mary C la rk , a p ro -G a r r is o n  a b o l i t i o n i s t  from  C oncord, was saddened  
by th e  f a c t  t h a t  " th e  A .S . war h a s  a t  l a s t  b een  c a r r i e d  I n to  th e
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h e a r t  o f  New H am p sh ire ,"  b u t  r e jo i c e d  th a t  R ogers was " m a in ta in in g  
th e  ground G a r r i s o n - l i k e . " U rg ing  R ogers on , sh e  e x c la im e d : "God
g ive  [you] s t r e n g t h  to  w ar w ith  th e  unha llow ed  s p i r i t  w hich i s  r i s i n g  
i t s e l f  up a g a in s t  you among o u r h i l l s  and d e l l s . "  In  a l e t t e r  to  
R ogers’ w if e ,  C la rk  ap p lau d ed  h i s  "b o ld  and u n s p a r in g  re b u k e s"  
to  new o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  who w ere g a in in g  in  numbers " f a s t e r  th a n  he 
can p u t them down s in g ly .
With th e  1840 AASS c o n v e n tio n , p a r t i c i p a n t s  o f  th e  " a n t i - s l a v e r y  
w ar" in  New H am pshire w ere  a f f o r d e d  a g lim p se  o f  w hat u n re s o lv e d  
d i f f e r e n c e s  co u ld  e n t a i l .  S u p p o r te rs  and o pponen ts  o f  G a rr iso n  
packed th e  New York m e e tin g , d e te rm in e d  th a t  t h e i r  s id e  be v ic to r io u s  
S ix tee n  New H am pshire d e le g a te s  a t te n d e d ,  in c lu d in g  R ogers and C u r t is  
now th e  acknow ledged le a d e r  o f new o r g a n iz a t io n  in  New H am pshire.
The t e s t  o f  s t r e n g th  came when c o n s e rv a t iv e s  a sk ed  f o r  a  v o te  on 
th e  woman q u e s t io n  a f t e r  Abby K e lly  was a p p o in te d  to  th e  b u s in e s s  
com m ittee. A f te r  th e  v o te s  w ere t a l l i e d — 557 f o r  h e r  ap p o in tm en t and 
451 a g a in s t— c o n s e rv a t iv e s  w alked  o u t o f  th e  c o n v e n tio n  and c r e a te d  
th e  Am erican and F o re ig n  A n ti-S la v e ry  S o c i e t y . ^  The n a t io n a l  
s o c ie ty ,  l i k e  th e  M a ssa c h u se tts  s o c i e t y ,  had b een  s p l i t .  W ith th e  
annual NHASS m ee tin g  o n ly  a m onth away, G ra n ite  S ta te  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
b raced  th em se lv es  f o r  th e  i n e v i t a b l e  show-down.
Rogers was e s p e c i a l l y  a p p re h e n s iv e  ab o u t th e  im pending m ee tin g  
because  he w ould n o t  b e  a b le  to  a t t e n d ,  s in c e  he  had b een  s e l e c t e d  
as a d e le g a te  to  th e  W o rld 's  A n ti-S la v e ry  C o n v en tio n , w hich was to  
be h e ld  in  London a t  th e  same tim e as th e  NHASS a n n u a l m e e tin g . 
R e a liz in g  t h a t  new o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  w ould a t te m p t to  p u rg e  him  from  
h is  e d i to r s h ip ,  R ogers i s s u e d  a c a l l  f o r  a l l  " t r u e "  a b o l i t i o n i s t s
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to  a t te n d  th e  m e e tin g  and h o ld  h ig h  th e  b a n n e r  o f  " o ld  o r g a n iz a t i o n ."
I f  th e  H e ra ld  was ta k e n  from  h im , he  w ould c e r t a i n l y  a b id e  by th e
d e c is io n  o f th e  c o n v e n tio n ; b u t  he l ik e d  " th e  l i t t l e  s h e e t , "  and
i f  he  w ere a llo w ed  to  rem ain  a s  e d i t o r  he would d e v o te  h im s e lf  to
49th e  p a p e r— and to  the. c au se— w ith  renew ed v ig o r .
Soon a f t e r  R ogers l e f t  New H am psh ire , b o th  s id e s  so u g h t to  pack  
th e  c o n v en tio n  w ith , t h e i r  s u p p o r te r s ,  n o t  o n ly  from  New H am pshire 
b u t from  M a ssa c h u se tts  a s  w e l l .  P a rk e r  P i l l s b u r y ,  tem p o rary  e d i t o r  
o f  th e  H e ra ld , u rg ed  M a ssa c h u se tts  o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  to  a t t e n d ,  
fo r  "we a re  on th e  eve  o f  New O rg a n iz a t io n  . . . [and] o u r ra n k s  w i l l  
be f e a r f u l l y  s m a l l ." * ^  F o r h i s - p a r t ,  th e  R everend Jo n a th a n  C u r t is  
is s u e d  a c a l l  f o r  c l e r i c a l  and pro -new  o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  to  a t t e n d  
in  o rd e r  to  o u s t  R ogers and a l l  " u l t r a "  e lem en ts  from  th e  society."* '* ' 
O liv e r  Jo h n so n , tem p o ra ry  e d i to r  o f  th e  L i b e r a to r — G a rr is o n , to o ,  
was a d e le g a te  to  th e  W orld ’s C o nven tion— n o te d  t h a t  a l l  ey es  w ere 
on New H am pshire. The s t r u g g le  in  th e  G ra n ite  S t a t e ,  h e  s a i d ,  was 
betw een " th e  s o u l - e n f r a n c h i s in g  p r i n c i p l e s "  o f  R o g e rs ' and h i s  
s u p p o r te rs  and " th e  c r a f t  and p o l ic y "  o f  th o s e  c l e r i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
who opposed h i m . ^
When th e  NHASS's a n n u a l m ee tin g  was c a l l e d  to  o r d e r ,  b o th  
New H am pshire and M a s sa c h u se tts  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere in  a t te n d a n c e .
I t  was a te n s e  g a th e r in g  b e c a u se  n e i t h e r  s id e  knew w hat th e  f i n a l  
outcome would p ro d u c e . Old o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  need  n o t  have  f e a r e d ,  
how ever, f o r  th ey  won th e  t e s t  o f  s t r e n g th  e a r ly  in  th e  m e e tin g . The 
q u e s tio n  o f  " fem ale  p a r t i c i p a t i o n "  was r a i s e d  im m ed ia te ly  a f t e r  th e  
opening  p ra y e r  was g iv e n  and th e  i s s u e  was h o t ly  d e b a te d  f o r  an 
e n t i r e  day . In  th e  l a t e  a f te rn o o n  th e  d e b a te  was b ro u g h t to  a
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c lo se  and d e le g a te s  w ere ask ed  to  v o te .  In  a  s tu n n in g  u p s e t  f o r  
new o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s ,  th e  NHASS v o te d  197 to  58 to  a llo w  women to  
p a r t i c i p a t e  f u l l y  in  th e  p ro c e e d in g s .
When th e  m e e tin g  was c a l l e d  to  o r d e r  th e  n e x t d ay , new 
o r g a n iz a t i o n i s t s  in tro d u c e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  d e c la re d  t h a t  i t  was 
" th e  incum bent d u ty "  f o r  a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  " to  v o te  a t  th e  p o l l s "  
and to  a c t i v e ly  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s .  Old o rg a n iz a ­
t i o n i s t s .  r e a l i z i n g  th a t  th e  r e s o l u t i o n  was an a tte m p t to  engage 
th e  c o n v en tio n  i n  a  d e b a te  o v e r n o n - r e s i s t a n c e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  s e n t  i t  
to  th e  b u s in e s s  com m ittee  w here ev ery o n e  acknow ledged i t  would be 
b u r ie d  f o r  th e  d u r a t io n  o f  th e  an n u a l m e e tin g . In  a  f i n a l  a tte m p t 
to  b r in g  th e  o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  to  b a y , a  r e s o l u t i o n  was in tro d u c e d  
which c a l l e d  f o r  th e  NHASS to  s e v e r  i t s  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  th e  AASS and 
to  a l ig n  i t s e l f  w ith  th e  A m erican and F o re ig n  A n ti-S la v e ry  S o c ie ty .  
R efusing  to  v o te  on th e  " u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l "  r e s o l u t i o n ,  th e  c o n v en tio n  
then  in s t r u c t e d  t h a t  a l l  r e s o l u t i o n s  m ust p a s s  th ro u g h  th e  b u s in e s s  
com m ittee— a body dom ina ted  by o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s — b e fo re  th e  
e n t i r e  body co u ld  v o te  on them . R e a l iz in g  t h a t  t h i s  was a t h in ly  
d is g u is e d  a tte m p t to  s t i f l e  n e w - o r g a n iz a t io n is t  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  P r e s id e n t  
C u r t is  r e s ig n e d  h i s  c h a i r ,  i s s u e d  a  b l i s t e r i n g  a t t a c k  on fem ale  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  an d , w i th  a  number o f  s u p p o r te r s  a t  h i s  h e e l s ,  w alked  
out o f th e  c o n v e n tio n . B efo re  th e  v i c t o r i o u s  o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  
a d jo u rn e d , th e y  re a p p o in te d  R ogers to  th e  H e r a ld , denounced th e
" p ro - s la v e r y "  c l e r g y ,  and in v i t e d  a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  r e g a r d le s s  o f
53sax , to  ta k e  p a r t  in  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y .
Old o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  w ere j u b i l a n t  t h a t  th ey  had  sav ed  th e  NHASS 
from f a l l i n g  in to  th e  hands o f  " d i s o r g a n i z e r s . "  Y e t ,  t h e i r  s p i r i t s
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must have been dampened somewhat, for Curtis and his supporters soon
formed th e  r i v a l  New H am pshire A b o l i t i o n i s t  S o c ie ty ,  an a u x i l i a r y
to  th e  Am erican and F o re ig n  A n ti-S la v e ry  S o c ie ty .  Not o n ly  had
C u rtis  "new o rg a n iz e d "  th e  s t a t e ,  b u t  some o f  th e  m ost r e s p e c te d
a n t i - s l a v e r y  z e a l o t s  num bered among h i s  s u p p o r te r s ,  in c lu d in g
54p r a c t i c a l l y  e v e ry  a n t i - s l a v e r y  m in i s t e r  in  New H am pshire.
F u rth e rm o re , th e  New H am pshire A b o l i t io n  S o c ie ty  e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  
A b o litio n  S ta n d a rd , a p a p e r  t h a t  r i v a l l e d  th e  f i n a n c i a l l y  p re s s e d  
H e ra ld .
Even w ith  a  r i v a l  o r g a n iz a t io n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  th e  s t a t e ,  R ogers
was n e v e r th e le s s  p le a s e d  t h a t  C u r t is  and h i s  s u p p o r te r s  had  been
p re v e n ted  from  tra n s fo rm in g  th e  NHASS i n t o  a  p r o - p o l i t i c a l  and
anti-w om an body . W rit in g  from  E d in b u rg , R ogers c o n g r a tu la te d
P i l l s b u r y  and o th e r  o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  "on y o u r g lo r io u s  v i c to r y
of th e  3 rd  o f  Ju n e " :
You h av e  co n q u ered , and th e  cause  i s  s a f e .  I  have no 
f e a r s  f o r  th e  cau se  s in c e  New H am pshire h a s  gone r i g h t  
. . . You have  unmasked ’new o r g a n iz a t i o n ’ and i t  h a s  
se c e d e d . I t  i s  w e l l  i t  h a s ,  s in c e  i t  m ust be  s o . L e t 
i t  s e t  up a p r e s s  now, and th e n  we w i l l  have  th e  p ro ­
s la v e ry  o f  th e  N o rth  o p en ly  a g a in s t  us i n  th e  f i e l d . 55
In  a  l e t t e r  to  h i s  w i f e ,  R ogers r e g i s t e r e d  an u n fe ig n e d  s e n se  
of r e l i e f :  " I  r e jo i c e d  and th an k ed  God f o r  th e  news o f  o u r g lo r io u s
v ic to r y  a t  C oncord. In  a l l  my w an d erin g s  I  f in d  no su ch  a n t i - S la v e r y  
as th e  Concord A n ti-S la v e ry — no su ch  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  as  o u r own f a i t h ­
f u l  and s t e r l i n g  f r i e n d s  o f  New H am pshire. . . . How g lo r io u s
C £
they  have s u s ta in e d  th e  R ig h t ."
Ever s in c e  assum ing th e  e d i t o r i a l  d u t i e s  o f  th e  H e ra ld  in  
th e  summer o f  1838, R ogers had b een  s t e a d i l y  le a n in g  tow ard  th e
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G a rriso n -d o m in a te d , r a d i c a l  w ing o f  a b o l i t io n i s m .  As h a s  b een  
i l l u s t r a t e d ,  he  had  a lw ay s h e ld  th e  c le r g y  i n  low  e s te e m , even  p r i o r  
to  becom ing e d i t o r ;  he  had  sy m p ath ized  w ith  n o n - r e s i s t a n c e  b u t  d id  
n o t a c c e p t a l l  o f  i t s  l o g i c a l  e x te n s io n s ;  h e  i n s t i n c t i v e l y  d i s l i k e d  
p o l i t i c s  and he  p e r s o n a l ly  shunned p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ,  y e t  he u rg ed  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  to  p e t i t i o n  C ongress and even  to  v o te  i f  th e y  so  
d e s ir e d .  T here  had a lw ays b een  some q u a l i f i c a t i o n ,  some m inor m is­
g iv in g , t h a t  p re v e n te d  R ogers from  em bracing  a  f i r m , u n c o n d i t io n a l  
" u l t r a "  s ta n c e .  But som etim e i n  1840, h e  c a s t  h i s  r e s e r v a t io n s  to  
th e  wind and becam e a  s ta u n c h  n o n - r e s i s t a n t ,  an o u tsp o k en  fo e  o f  a l l  
p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ,  and a v i t r i o l i c  opponen t o f  " c l e r i c a l  d o m in an ce ."  
In d eed , he  w ould soon s u rp a s s  even G a rr iso n  in  assum ing  an u n b en d in g , 
" u l t r a "  p o s i t i o n .
I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  a s c e r t a i n  p r e c i s e l y  w hat prom pted  R ogers to  
abandon h i s  r e s e r v a t io n s  and ad o p t a  more r a d i c a l  s t a n c e .  H is 
d is g u s t  w ith, new o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  th e  n a t i o n a l ,  
r e g io n a l  and s t a t e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  c o n v e n tio n s  may h av e  s e rv e d  to  j o l t  
him in to  a more u l t r a  fram e o f m ind. P e rh ap s  he e n v is io n e d  th e  
f a c t i o n a l  d is p u te  as- a  f i g h t  betw een  good and e v i l ,  a  b a t t l e  in  
which th e r e  was no j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  com prom ise. C e r ta in ly  G a rr iso n  
had some in f lu e n c e  on R o g ers , f o r  th e  two men w ere  in s e p a r a b le  in  
th e  s p r in g  and summer o f 184Q. As d e le g a te s  to  th e  W o rld 's  C onven tion  
in  London th e y  had c ro s s e d  th e  ocean  to g e th e r ,  roomed to g e th e r ,  and 
t r a v e le d  th ro u g h o u t th e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s  to g e th e r .  W hatever th e  c a s e , 
upon h i s  r e tu r n  from  London, R ogers was a v ig o ro u s  n o n - r e s i s t a n t  and 
h i s  p ap e r became one o f  th e  m ost r a d i c a l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  o rg a n s  i n  th e  
n a t io n .
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C e r ta in ly  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  W o rld 's  C onven tion  c o n t r ib u te d  to
R o g e r 's  r a d ic a l i s m .  R o g ers , G a r r is o n , L u c r e t ia  M o tt, and f r e e
b la c k  C h a rle s  Lenox Remond w ere s e l e c t e d  as d e le g a te s  by  th e  1840
AASS to  a t t e n d  th e  h ig h ly - to u te d  London c o n v e n tio n . A n t ic ip a t in g
a p ro d u c tiv e  m e e tin g , th e  A m erican Cold o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s )  d e le g a te s
d is c o v e re d  to  t h e i r  c h a g r in  t h a t  women w ere  n o t a llo w ed  to  p a r t i c i p a t e .
In  p r o t e s t ,  G a r r is o n , R o g ers , and o th e r s  r e fu s e d  to  ta k e  t h e i r  s e a t s ,
s e t t l i n g  in s te a d  f o r  th e  o b s e r v e r s ' g a l l e r y .
Both R ogers and G a rr is o n  w ere f u r io u s .  R ogers b i t t e r l y  n o te d
th a t  i f  h e  had  known t h a t  th e  c o n v e n tio n  w ould i n s i s t  on e x c lu d in g
57women, he w ould n e v e r  have  a t te n d e d .  G a r r is o n , in  e x p la in in g
t h e i r  re a so n s  f o r  n o t ta k in g  p a r t ,  a sk e d : "C ould we do no l e s s — by
our re g a rd  f o r  c o n s is te n c y  and j u s t i c e ,  and a s  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  o f
a S o c ie ty  w h ic h  makes no d i s t i n c t i o n s  among i t s  members on acco u n t
of com plex ion , c o n d i t io n  o r  s e x — th a n  to  r e f u s e  . . .  to  co n n ec t
5 8o u rse lv e s  w ith  such, a  body?" In  a l e t t e r  to  a m ajo r o r g a n iz e r  o f  
th e  C o n v en tio n , R ogers s a r c a s t i c a l l y  n o te d  th a t  th e  C onven tion  was 
"a m ere ly  Im ag in a ry  body . . .  a  f a n ta s y  o f  A n ti-S la v e ry  . . .  a 
'p r a c t i c a l  f l o u r i s h '  o f  an im a g in a tiv e  A m erican v e r s i o n . T o  h i s  
w ife , he w ro te  t h a t  i t  was "a  h o a x " ; a  " p a l t r y  London com m ittee  
a t  th e  head  o f  a  p e t ty  c o n fe re n c e — and o rg a n iz e d  on su ch  narrow  
p r in c ip le s  t h a t  we would n o t j o i n  them  and to o k  o u r s e a t s  in  th e  
g a l l e r y .
In  a d d i t io n  to  th e  p r e s s u r e s  cau sed  by o r g a n iz a t io n a l  r i f t s  and 
the. d is a p p o in tm e n ts  In c u r re d  a t  th e  W o rld 's  C o n v en tio n , R ogers was 
a ls o  e x p e r ie n c in g  a p e r s o n a l  dilemma w h ich , as  f r ie n d s  in fo rm ed  h im , 
a f f e c te d  th e  e n t i r e  movement. Old o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  th ro u g h o u t th e
co u n try  w ere p r e s s u r in g  him  to  e d i t  th e  New Y o rk -b ased  N a tio n a l  A n t i -
S lav e ry  S ta n d a rd , a  new o rg an  u n d e r th e  a e g is  o f  th e  AASS. P r io r
to  th e  1840 AASS c o n v e n tio n , th e  a n t i - G a r r i s o n  E x e c u tiv e  Committee
t r a n s f e r r e d  th e  E m a n c ip a to r , th e  o f f i c i a l  v o ic e  o f  th e  AASS, to  th e
f r ie n d ly  New York C ity  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c ie ty  in  an a t te m p t to  p re v e n t
G a rr is o n ia n s — sh o u ld  th e y  b e  v i c t o r i o u s  a t  th e  a n n u a l m ee tin g — from
61s i le n c in g  th e  p r o - p o l i t i c a l  o rg a n . A f te r  th e  sch ism  and a f t e r  th e
p a p e r 's  " i l l e g a l "  t r a n s f e r ,  o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  d is c o v e re d  th a t
th ey  w ere w ith o u t an o f f i c i a l  p a p e r .  The N a tio n a l  A n ti-S la v e ry
S tan d ard  was in tr o d u c e d  to  f i l l  th e  gap and a b o l i t i o n i s t s  b e l ie v e d
th a t  on ly  R ogers co u ld  make i t  an e f f e c t i v e  and w id e ly - re a d  o rg a n .
H is f r i e n d s  w ere u n r e le n t in g ;  he  m ust e d i t  i t  f o r  th e  good o f
th e  c au se . In  a  l e t t e r  to  h is  w if e ,  R ogers w ro te  t h a t  "The
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ith  one v o ic e  c a l l  u s  to  come [ to  New Y o rk ] ,"  b u t
Rogers was lo a th , to  le a v e  New H am psh ire; he  c o u ld  n o t  b r in g  h im s e lf
to  d e p a r t from  " th e  g ran d  o ld  cau se  and th e  n o b le  Concord f r i e n d s , "
62e s p e c ia l ly  a f t e r  th e y  had  s u s ta in e d  him  a s  e d i t o r  o f  th e  H e ra ld .
He had  t r i e d  to  p o s tp o n e  th e  d e c is io n  as lo n g  as. p o s s ib l e ,
b u t th e  o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  w ere  grow ing im p a t ie n t .  In  a  l e t t e r  to
M aria W eston Chapman, a p a n ick y  James C. J a c k s o n , an a b o l i t i o n i s t
a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  th e  S ta n d a rd , w ro te  t h a t  R ogers had  n o t re sp o n d ed  to
o f f i c i a l  co rre sp o n d e n c e  r e g a rd in g  th e  e d i t o r s h i p .  I f  u l t im a te ly
he re fu s e d  to  e d i t  th e  S ta n d a rd , " I t  w i l l  p a r t i a l l y  p a ra ly z e  i f  n o t 
63q u i te  k i l l  u s . "  F o r h e r  p a r t ,  Chapman so u g h t to  p r e s s u r e  Rogers 
th rough  h i s  w if e .  "L e t him  go to  New Y o rk ,"  Chapman w ro te  M rs.
R ogers, "and man t h a t  p r i n t  and s u p p o r t  [ f o r  th e  cau se ] sh o u ld  come 
though i t  w ere o u r l i f e  b lo o d . The b a t t l e  i s  th e r e  now, and th e r e
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ought th e  w a r r io r  b e . . . . I  know w hat a  s a c r i f i c e  i t  w i l l  be
to  you b o th —b u t I  d a re  n o t  do o th e rw is e  th a n  u rg e  i t . "  At l e a s t ,
Chapman p le a d e d , " sa y  t h a t  Mr. Rogers had  made up h i s  mind to  go
fo r  a y e a r . " Even G eorge Thompson, w r i t i n g  from  L iv e rp o o l ,  u rg ed
Rogers to  e d i t  th e  new p a p e r ;  " I  sh o u ld  l i k e , "  h e  w ro te ,  " to  s e e
65Boston in s id e  th e  h e a d q u a r te r s  o f  Old o r g a n iz a t i o n ."
C le a r ly ,  R ogers had  no d e s i r e  to  le a v e  h i s  b e lo v e d  New H am pshire
and r e lo c a te  in  th e  b u s t l i n g  c i t y  o f  New Y ork. M oreover, New
Hampshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  d id  n o t w ant to  lo s e  one o f  th e  m ost
66e f f e c t iv e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  v o ic e s  in  th e  c o u n try . At a  s p e c i a l  NHASS
con v en tio n  in  S ep tem ber, New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  to o k  to  th e
f lo o r  u rg in g  R ogers to  rem ain  in  th e  s t a t e  w here h e  was m ost n eed ed .
P i l l s b u r y  in tr o d u c e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  th a t  a s s e r t e d  i t  was "n o t e x p e d ie n t"
fo r  R ogers to  l e a v e ,  b u t  G a r r is o n , a l s o  i n  a t te n d a n c e ,  amended i t
by p ro c la im in g  t h a t  i t  w as " th e  d u ty "  o f  R ogers to  go to  New Y ork.
The c o n v en tio n  f i n a l l y  r e s o lv e d  th e  i s s u e  by a llo w in g  R ogers " to  a c t
6 7acco rd in g  to  h i s  own v iew s o f th e  r i g h t ."
R o g ers ' d e c is io n  was to  rem ain  I n  New H am pshire b u t  to  su p p ly
e d i t o r i a l s  and o th e r  a r t i c l e s  to  th e  S ta n d a rd . In  o th e r  w o rd s , he
would be. e d i t o r  o f  th e  S ta n d a rd , w ith o u t l e a v in g  C oncord. He co u ld
n o t le a v e  th e  s t a t e ,  he  s a i d ,  b e c a u se  l o c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  f e l t  t h a t
New Ham pshire was " th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  T h e rm o p y lae ."  He w ould fo llo w
the. w ish es  o f New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and s t a y  to  do b a t t l e  w ith
68a l l  th e  p r o - s la v e r y  e le m e n ts  i n  th e  s t a t e .
But i f  R ogers w ere  to  le a d  th e  b a t t l e  a g a in s t  p r o - s la v e r y  in  
New H am pshire he  w ould b.e le a d in g  a  much re d u c ed  c o n t in g e n t  o f  
fo l lo w e rs . The "new o rg a n iz e d "  New H am pshire A b o l i t io n  S o c ie ty  had
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left the old organization with, fewer people, and its Abolition
69S tandard  s e rv e d  to  a t t r a c t  th e  l e s s  r a d i c a l  r e a d e r s  from  th e  H e ra ld . 
H orse , many New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  began  w o rk in g  f o r  th e  new ly- 
formed L ib e r ty  P a r ty ,  w hich  was m aking r a p id  in ro a d s  in  th e  s t a t e .
In  th e  s p r in g  o f  1841, th e  L ib e r ty  P a r ty  ra n  D a n ie l H o it o f  Sandwich 
fo r  G overnor and soon a f t e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  P e o p le d  A dvocate  as  th e  
s t a t e ’s  L ib e r ty  P a r ty  o r g a n . ^  R ogers fo u g h t h a rd  a g a in s t  th e  
th i r d  p a r ty  movement— as h e  d id  a g a in s t  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n — b ecau se  
p o l i t i c s  was d ev o id  o f  p r i n c i p l e .  But R o g e rs ’ p r o t e s t a t i o n s  a g a in s t  
p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n  to  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  th e  New H am pshire L ib e r ty  P a r ty  
d ra m a tic a l ly  in c r e a s e d  i t s  v o te s  a t  e v e ry  e l e c t i o n . ^  R ogers must 
have r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i f  h e  w ere  to  c o n v e r t th e  s t a t e  to  a b o l i t i o n i s t  
p r in c ip l e s ,  he  had  a p o w e rfu l r i v a l  in  th e  L ib e r ty  P a r ty  w h ich , to  
h i s  m ind, was n o t i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c o n v e r t in g  in d iv id u a l s  to  "p u re "  
a n t i - s l a v e r y  d o c t r in e s  b u t  s o l e l y  d e d ic a te d  to  w in n in g  v o te s  and 
c a p tu r in g  o f f i c e s .
Not o n ly  was R ogers fo rc e d  to  co n tend  w ith  p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n ­
i s t s ,  b u t he  x<ras fa c e d  w i th  num erous d e s e r t io n s  w i th in  th e  o ld  
o rg a n iz a t io n .  By J a n u a ry , 1841, th e  Dover Fem ale A n ti-S la v e ry  
S o c ie ty , an o r g a n iz a t io n  th a t  had e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  s u p p o r te d  R o g ers , 
could now b o a s t  o f  o n ly  fo u r  a c t i v e  members o u t o f  an o r i g i n a l  s e v e n ty -  
f iv e  o r  e ig h ty .  " C o n s id e ra b le  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  was e x p re s s e d  a t  th e
[ r a d ic a l ]  c o u rse  o f th e  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom ,"  e x p la in e d  one o f  th e  few
72rem ain ing  members. T h is  m ust have been  a p o w e rfu l blow  f o r  
R ogers, in  v iew  o f  h i s  o u tsp o k en  d e fe n se  o f  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by 
women in  th e  c au se .
In  a d d i t i o n ,  th e  R everend  John  L ew is, a  b la c k  a g e n t f o r  th e
o ld  o rg a n iz a t io n  i n  th e  s t a t e ,  r e s ig n e d  in  J a n u a ry , 1841, b e c a u se
he f e l t  R ogers and h i s  a l l i e s  w ere imbued w ith  an  " im p ro p e r s p i r i t
o f c o n te n t io u s n e s s ."  R ogers was s tu n n e d . Lewis was u n g r a t e f u l ,
" se e in g  w hat th e y  [members o f  th e  o ld  o r g a n iz a t io n ]  h av e  done and
s u f fe r e d  to  r e l i e v e  h i s  dow n-trodden  p e o p le  from  d e g r a d a t io n .  I t  i s
73very  d is h o n o ra b le  to  him  as a  c o lo re d  m an."
F in a l ly ,  R ogers was fa c e d  w ith  d e c l in in g  s u b s c r ip t i o n s  to  th e
H e ra ld , " t i l l  i t  h a s  g o t down so  n e a r  th e  Gideon n u m b er."  Many o f
th o se  who had  s u b s c r ib e d  in  th e  p a s t  w ere now a t t r a c t e d  to  th e  new
o rg a n iz a t io n , and th e  H e ra ld  was lo s in g  money r a p i d l y .  I f  R ogers 
were go ing  to  c o n tin u e  to  combat p r o - s l a v e r y ,  h e  was fa c in g  th e  
p ro sp e c t o f  d o in g  so  w ith o u t  h i s  b e lo v e d  H e r a ld . E v e n tu a lly  th e  
p aper was re s c u e d  when d o n a tio n s  p o u red  in  to  th e  NHASS o f f i c e ,  b u t  
th ro u g h o u t th e  1 8 4 0 's ,  R ogers was fa c e d  w ith  l i q u i d a t i o n  in c e s s a n t l y .
C le a r ly ,  R ogers was e x p e r ie n c in g  enormous p rob lem s in  l a t e  
1840 and e a r ly  1841. N e v e r th e le s s ,  he  was d e te rm in e d  to  combat 
th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s la v e r y  in  th e  South  and p r o - s la v e r y  e lem en ts  
in  New H am psh ire , even i f  h e  had  to  c h a lle n g e  some o f  th e  m ost 
c h e r ish e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in  A m erica. In d e e d , by ex p an d in g  th e  m eaning 
o f " s l a v e r y ,"  " p r o - s l a v e r y ,” and even  " fre e d o m ,"  R ogers p ro p a g a te d  
th e  most r a d i c a l  v e r s io n  o f  Am erican a n t i - s l a v e r y ,  one t h a t  w ould 
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I b i d . ,  A ugust 1 3 , 1836. Of c o u rs e , G a rr iso n  was n o t  th e  o n ly  
a b o l i t i o n i s t  to  c h a s t iz e  th e  c le r g y .  James B irn e y , f o r  in s t a n c e ,  
claim ed t h a t  ch u rch es  w ere th e  "bu lw ard  o f  s l a v e r y . "  But G a r r i s o n 's  
language seemed more " a b u s iv e ."
^ Thomas, p . 224.
g
K r a d i to r ,  pp . 5 4 -5 5 .
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L i b e r a t o r , O c to b er 26 , 1838. W illiam  Ladd, fo u n d e r  o f  th e  
American P eace S o c ie ty ,  r e j e c t e d  G a r r i s o n 's  n o n - r e s i s ta n c e  p h ilo so p h y  
because  he b e l ie v e d  a  c a se  co u ld  be made f o r  a  d e fe n s iv e  w a r. He 
a lso  d is a g re e d  w ith  G a r r i s o n 's  a t t i t u d e  tow ard women. " I  do n o t 
th in k ,"  Ladd w ro te ,  " i t  com ports w ith  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s ,  t h e i r  d ig n i t y ,  
o r t h e i r  d u ty ,  to  r a i s e  t h e i r  m elo d io u s  b u t  f e e b le  v o ic e s ,  to  th e  
s k i l l  and h a r s h  to n e s  o f  d e b a te  i n  p rom iscuous a s s e m b lie s .  Woman 
was form ed to  p e rs u a d e , r a t h e r  th a n  to  command, and sh e  can n o t do 
b o th ."  I b i d . ,  November 23 , 1838
^  I b i d . ,  M arch 18, 1837.
11
I b i d . , A ugust 10 , 1838.
12




14 Liberator, September 15, 1837.
I b i d . , June  2 , 1837; Ju n e  8 , 1838, K r a d i to r ,  pp . 49 , 120.
16 L i b e r a t o r , O c to b e r 2 , 1840; John P ie r p o n t ,  ed . A C o l le c t io n  
from th e  Newspaper W rit in g s  o f  N a th a n ie l  P . R ogers (C oncord , New 
Ham pshire: J .R . F re n c h , 1847) p a ss im .
^  L ib e r a to r ,  May 4 , 1838.
I  O
I b i d . , O c to b er 2 9 , 1841.
19 I b i d . ,  June  1 6 , 1837.
20 I b i d . ,  J u ly  14 , 1837; F eb ru a ry  2 3 , 1838.
21 I b i d . ,  Septem ber 2 9 , 1837.
22 I b i d .
23 See f o r  in s t a n c e ,  I b i d . , March 14 and A ugust 23 , 1838.
^  I b i d . , F eb ru a ry  2 ,  1838.
25 I b i d . , J u ly  2 7 , 1838.
2^ I b i d . ,  O c to b er 2 6 , 1830.
27 John A. R ic h a rd so n  to  N .P . R o g ers , December 4 , 1838,
Rogers C o l le c t io n ,  H a v e rfo rd  C o lle g e  L ib ra r y .
28 Thomas, pp . 266-69 .
29 I b i d .
30 L i b e r a t o r , F e b ru a ry  8 , 1839.
31  I b i d . , A p r i l  19 , 1839.
32 I b i d . ,  A p t i l  26 , 1839.
33 H enry B. S ta n to n  to  N .P . R o g ers , F eb ru a ry  9 , 1839, R ogers 
C o l le c t io n ,  H av e rfo rd  C o lle g e  L ib ra r y .
34 L i b e r a t o r , A p r i l  19 and A p r i l  26, 1839.
33 I b i d . , A p r i l  26 , May 10 , 1839.
36 New O r g a n iz a t io n i s t s  w ere  n o t  a lo n e  in  s e e k in g  R ogers 
s u p p o r t . For h i s  p a r t ,  G a rr is o n  a c t i v e ly  c u l t i v a t e d  th e  su p p o r t  
o f  h i s  New H am pshire f r i e n d .  R ogers had "an  e a g le  v i s i o n , "  a 
"d isa rm in g  s p i r i t , "  and h i s  sh a rp  mind had "ap p reh en d ed  som eth ing  
o f th e  t r u t h  in  r e g a rd  to  th e  m o u rn fu l d iv i s io n s  w hich  now
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e x i s t  . . .  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t ts ."  G a rr iso n  c a s t  h im s e lf  as a v ic t im .
His opponen ts " s la n d e r  my c h a r a c te r  as a  man and a  C h r i s t i a n ,  by 
accu s in g  me (a s  th e  a n c ie n t  P h a r is e e s  d id  th e  S a v io u r)  o f  n o t 
keep ing  th e  s a b b a th -d a y , o f  b e in g  opposed to  th e  modern p r ie s th o o d ,  
who te a c h  f o r  h i r e  and money e t c . ,  e t c . "  W illiam  L loyd G a rr iso n  
to  N .P. R o g ers , May 21 , 1839 , R ogers C o l le c t i o n ,  H a v e rfo rd  C o lle g e  
L ib ra ry .
37 P a rk e r  P i l l s b u r y  to  John C o l l in s ,  November ? , 1839, ASC-BPL.
38 Rufus Putnam to  A.A. P h e lp s ,  F eb ru a ry  12 , 1839; to  O range 
S c o tt and A.A. P h e lp s , A p r i l  27 , 1839; to  A lanson S t .  C la i r  and 
A.A. P h e lp s , Septem ber 2 8 , 1839, a l l  i n  th e  ASC-BPL.
39 H e ra ld  o f  Freedom , F e b ru a ry  9 , 1839; L i b e r a t o r , Ju n e  14 , 1839.
40 L i b e r a to r , June  1 4 , 1839.
^  I b i d . ,  November 1 5 , 1839.
42 I b i d . , November 8 , 1839.
43 See f o r  exam ple Ja n u a ry  3 , 1840.
44 L i b e r a to r , Ja n u a ry  3 , 1840.
45 I b i d . , May 8 , 1840.
46 W illiam  L loyd G a rr is o n  to  N .P . R o g ers , A p r i l  24 , 1840,
Rogers C o l le c t io n ,  H a v e rfo rd  C o lle g e  L ib ra r y .
47 Mary C la rk  to  N .P . R o g e rs , ? ,  1840 and Ja n u a ry  28 ,
1840; to  Mary R o g ers , F eb ru a ry  10 , 1840; a l l  in  th e  Rogers 
C o lle c t io n .
48 L i b e r a to r , May 22 , 1840. See a ls o  Thomas, pp . 281-304 .
49 I b i d . > May 1 5 , 1840.
P a rk e r  P i l i s b u r y  to  John  C o l l in s ,  May 22, 1840, ASC-BPL.
^  L i b e r a to r , May 20 , 1840.
I b i d .
53 H era ld  o f Freedom , Ju n e  1 3 , 1840; L i b e r a t o r , June  12 ,
June 26 , 1840.
54 C h r i s t i a n  P anopo ly  (C onco rd , New H am p sh ire ) , June  12 , 1840; 
L ib e r a to r , June 19 , 1840; E m an c ip a to r , June  25, 1840.
^  N .P . R ogers to  P a rk e r  P i l l s b u r y ,  J u ly  22 , 1840, ASC-BPL. 
fa c s im ile  r e p r in te d  in  L i b e r a t o r , A ugust 1 2 , 1840.
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56 N.P. Rogers to  Mary R o g ers ,  J u ly  11 , 1840, Rogers C o l l e c t i o n ,  
H averford  C o lleg e  L i b r a r y .
^  L i b e r a t o r , Septem ber 4 , 1840.
C O
I b i d . , J u ly  24, 1840. See a l s o  I b i d . , J u ly  31, 1840, 
and August 14 , 1840.
59 N.P. Rogers to  J .H .  T red g o ld ,  August 30, 1840, Rogers 
C o l l e c t i o n ,  H a v e rfo rd  C o lle g e  L i b r a r y .
60 N.P. Rogers to  Mary R o g ers ,  J u ly  11 and J u ly  28 , 1840,
Rogers C o l l e c t i o n ,  H av e rfo rd  C o lleg e  L ib r a r y .
61 See th e  L i b e r a t o r , March 20 , May 1 , June  5 , 1840; December 29, 
1843; E m an c ip a to r , May 1 ,  1840.
69 N.P. Rogers to  Mary R o g ers ,  May 18 and J u ly  28, 1840,
Rogers C o l l e c t i o n ,  H a v e rfo rd  C o lle g e  L i b r a r y .
63 James C. Jac k so n  t o  M ar ia  Weston Chapman, Septem ber 17 ,
1840, ASC-BPL.
6 4 M aria  Weston Chapman to  Mary R ogers ,  Septem ber 14 , 1840,
Rogers C o l l e c t i o n ,  H av e rfo rd  C o l le g e  L i b r a r y .
^  George Thompson to  N .P . R o g ers ,  Septem ber 4 , 1840, Rogers 
C o l l e c t io n ,  H av e rfo rd  C o lle g e  L i b r a r y .
66 Y et, a s m a l l  number o f  G ra n i te  S t a t e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  th o u g h t  
Rogers would b e s t  s e r v e  th e  cau se  i n  New York. "[New Hampshire 
a b o l i t i o n i s t s ]  must c o n cu r .  H is l a b o r s  may be  needed  i n  N .H .,  
b u t  they  a re  more needed  i n  New York. L e t  l o c a l  i n t e r e s t s  and 
p e rs o n a l  p r e f e r e n c e  be  s a c r i f i c e d  to  th e  g e n e r a l  g o o d ."  (E x e te r )  
C h r i s t i a n  H e ra ld  and J o u r n a l , Ju n e  25 , 1840.
6 7 L i b e r a t o r , Septem ber 18 , 1840.
6 8 I b i d . , O c tober  23, 1840. Rogers s e rv e d  as e d i t o r  f o r  about
a y e a r .
69 Rogers e s t im a te d  t h a t  th e  H e ra ld  l o s t  700 r e a d e r s .
^  Most a b o l i t i o n i s t  s u p p o r te r s  o f  th e  L i b e r t y  P a r ty  had l e f t  
the  NHASS i n  1840, b u t  th e  New Hampshire A b o l i t io n  S o c ie ty  d id  n o t  
a c t i v e l y  work w i th  th e  t h i r d  p a r ty  u n t i l  1843. R e in h a rd  Jo h n so n ,
"The L ib e r ty  P a r ty  i n  New H am psh ire ,  1 8 4 0 -1848 ,"  H i s t o r i c a l  New 
Hampshire XXXIII(Summer. 197 8 ) ,  p . 132.
71 In  1841, H o it  r e c e iv e d  2.5% o f  th e  v o t e ;  i n  1844 he 
r e c e iv e d  1 1 . 8%.
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72 Hannah W ilbu r  t o  N .P. R o g e rs ,  J a n u a ry  27 , 1841. 
C o l le c t io n ,  H a v e rfo rd  C o lle g e  L i b r a r y .
73 L i b e r a t o r , J a n u a ry  10 , 1841.
^  I b i d . , J a n u a ry  22 , 1841.
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CHAPTER VI
NATHANIEL P. ROGERS AND THE RISE OF RADICAL ABOLITIONISM
A f te r  th e  1840 s p l i t  i n  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  r a n k s ,  N a th a n ie l  P. 
Rogers was f i r m ly  i n  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  New H am psh ire ,  
and, as  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom, he was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  
fo rm u la t in g  a t r u l y  r a d i c a l  c r i t i q u e  o f  American s o c i e t y .  Under 
h i s  t u t e l a g e — in d e e d ,  b e c a u se  o f  h i s  t u t e l a g e — th e  o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
in  New Hampshire emerged a s  t h e  most r a d i c a l  s t a t e  s o c i e t y  i n  th e  
n a t io n ,  s u r p a s s i n g  even th e  G a r r is o n -d o m in a te d  M a s s a c h u s e t ts  A n t i -  
S lave ry  S o c ie ty .
By 1840, Rogers was an o u tsp o k en  n o n - r e s i s t a n t  and an e a r n e s t  
d e fen d er  o f  women's r i g h t s .  As s u c h ,  he  was a fo e  o f  a l l  a n t i ­
s la v e ry  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ;  in d e e d ,  he  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a b h o r re d  th e  
fo rm atio n  o f  a  d i s t i n c t ,  a n t i - s l a v e r y  t h i r d  p a r t y .  I t  i s  no s u r p r i s e ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  u n t i l  h i s  d e a th  i n  1846, Rogers was d e v o ted  to  
a t t a c k in g  th e  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  new o r g a n i z a t i o n  and t h e i r  an ti-w om an, 
a n t i - n o n r e s i s t a n t , and p r o - p o l i t i c a l  s t a n c e .  His a t t a c k s  w ere  n o t  
random, n o r  i n  h i s  v iew  was h e  e sp o u s in g  i d e a l s  t h a t  w ere  " e x t r a n e o u s "  
to  th e  cause  o f  f r e e i n g  th e  s l a v e .  B lack  s l a v e s ,  women, and th e  
p o p u la t io n  i n  g e n e r a l  were a l l  a t  t h e  mercy o f  th e  S t a t e ' s  e l a b o r a t e  
p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  sy s tem  w hich c o n t r o l l e d  p e o p l e ' s  d e s t i n i e s  
through, th e  u se  o f  u n r e s t r a i n e d  power and f o r c e — a sy s tem  t h a t  
ru le d  and o p p re s se d  humans w i th o u t  m ercy.
A ccord ing  to  R o g ers ,  t h i s  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  sy s te m , b a se d
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on b r u t e  f o r c e  and u n r e s t r a i n e d  power, had  i t s  f o u n d a t io n  i n  th e
N orth . S la v e ry ,  th e  m ost o u tra g e o u s  form  o f  c o e r c io n ,  was t h e r e f o r e
more o f  a  n o r t h e r n  p rob lem  th a n  a s o u th e r n  one . Hence, when most
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  became en ra g ed  a f t e r  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  Reverend C h a r le s
Torrey had  been  a r r e s t e d  a t  a  s l a v e h o l d e r s '  c o n v e n t io n  i n  M ary land ,
Rogers r e g i s t e r e d  l i t t l e  c o n ce rn .  T o rrey  was m isg u id ed  f o r  p r o p a g a t in g
th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  c re e d  i n  th e  S o u th ,  he  r e p o r t e d  e v e n ly ,  f o r  "what
had th e  South  to  do w i th  S la v e ry ? " ^  C l e a r l y ,  i n  R o g ers '  v i e w , by
the  m id - n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y  th e  South  had  l i t t l e  to  do w i th  th e
i n s t i t u t i o n .  R a i l i n g  a g a i n s t  th e  South and th e  s l a v e h o l d e r s  d id
l i t t l e  to  f r e e  t h e  s l a v e ;  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  was so  r e p u t a b l e  and
in g ra in e d  i n  t h a t  s e c t i o n ,  "b ecau se  i t  i s  r e s p e c t a b l e  and l a w f u l ly
h o n o ra b le " i n  th e  N o r th .  The N orth  had  o f t e n  s to o d  i n  judgm ent
over th e  S o u th 's  p e c u l i a r  i n s t i t u t i o n  and had  found i n  f a v o r  o f  i t .
"Now, i f  we w ant to  r e v e r s e  t h i s  ju d g m e n t ,"  Rogers e x p la i n e d ,  "we
must e f f e c t  i t  a t  t h e  N o r th ,  where i t  was p a ss e d  and r e c o rd e d .
There i s  no s e n s e  i n  g o in g  to  th e  S o u th ,  and i f  we w ere  t h e r e ,  we
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shou ld  have to  go to  th e  N o r th . "
But who— o r  w ha t— i n  th e  N orth  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  e v i l ?
For R ogers , th e  answ er was c l e a r :  " p r o - s l a v e r y "  e lem en ts  i n  th e
N orth  gave b lack , bondage i t s  l e g i t im a c y .  S la v e ry  co u ld  be e l i m in a t e d  
"by d e s t r o y in g  p r o - s l a v e r y ,  w h ich  i s  i t s  . . . s t a f f  o f  l i f e . "  The 
most w icked pro—s l a v e r y  e lem en t  i n  th e  N o rth — th e  one most r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  b o l s t e r i n g  s l a v e r y  and i n c u l c a t i n g  a  p r o - s l a v e r y  s p i r i t  among 
th e  p eo p le— was th e  c l e r g y  who manned th e  p u l p i t s  and lo r d e d  o v e r  
t h e i r  c o n g r e g a t io n s .  C o u n t le s s  t im e s ,  he  n o te d ,  a n t i - s l a v e r y  z e a l o t s  
had p le a d e d  w i th  th e  c l e r g y  to  p re a ch  a b o l i t i o n i s t  d o c t r i n e s ,  b u t
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they c o n t i n u a l l y  r u l e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  th e  s o u th e r n  sy s te m . The church
and c le r g y  w ere  im p o r ta n t  f o r  Rogers b e ca u se  th e y  s e t  th e  m o ra l  tone
f o r  most com m unities .  B ecau se ,  by h i s  s t a n d a r d s ,  c h u rc h es  w ere
p r o - s l a v e r y ,  i t  fo l lo w e d  t h a t  t h e  community a t  l a r g e  was p r o - s l a v e r y
as w e l l .  I f  B im e y  w ere  c o r r e c t  i n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  c h u rch es
were th e  bu lw arks  o f  s l a v e r y — and Rogers had  no r e a s o n  to  q u a r r e l
w ith  t h i s  a s s e s s m e n t—= then  to  end s l a v e r y  a t  i t s  v e ry  fo u n d a t io n
3
meant t h a t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  needed  to  t u r n  upon them. T hroughout th e  
1 8 4 0 's ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  R ogers  a t t a c k e d  th e  ch u rch es  and th e  l a r g e r  
n o r th e rn  s o c i e t y  o f  w hich th e y  w ere  a p a r t .
The j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  R o g e rs '  a n t i - c l e r i c a l  p o s i t i o n  was no 
doubt b a se d  i n  p a r t  upon h i s  e x p e r ie n c e s  i n  1839 and 1840. For 
him, a n t i - s l a v e r y  u n i t y  was d i s r u p t e d  by th e  c l e r g y  who fa v o re d  
t h i r d - p a r t y  p o l i t i c s  and t h e  e x c lu s io n  o f  women from making a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  c a u s e .  They were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
th e  d e b ac le  i n  1840, b o th  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  and i n  New Hampshire 
as w e l l .  The c l e r g y  w ith d re w  from  th e  AASS and th e  NHASS; n o t  th e  
converse . T h is  a lo n e  was d e s p i c a b l e ,  f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n  d e s t r o y e d  
a u n i t e d  a n t i - s l a v e r y  f r o n t .  But even  w o rse ,  Rogers co u ld  n o t  e scap e  
th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  were an e s s e n t i a l  cog i n  th e  dynamics o f  s l a v e r y .  
The c l e r g y ,  w h i le  su b d u in g  " t h e  p e o p l e , "  b o l s t e r e d  th e  S t a t e  and , 
in  t u r n ,  th e  S t a t e  p r o t e c t e d  s l a v e r y  w i th  i t s  m i l i t a r y  m ig h t .  In  
c i r c u l a r  f a s h io n ,  t h e  S t a t e  l i k e w i s e  p r o t e c t e d  th e  ch u rch es  and 
c le rg y  from a b o l i t i o n i s t  a s s a u l t s .  The power o f  th e  c l e r g y  was 
t h e r e f o r e  an awesome, a l b e i t  su rm o u n ta b le ,  o b s t a c l e  to  c o n q u e r .^
Rogers re c o g n iz e d  th e  f a c t  t h a t  power l e d  to  c o n t r o l ,  and t h a t  
clergymen w ie ld e d  an i n o r d i n a t e  amount o f  power o v e r  t h e i r
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communicants. The c l e r g y ,  he  s a i d ,  w ere  " n e c e s s a ry "  o n ly  i n  th e  
sense  t h a t  " th e y  keep th e  p e o p le  s u b o r d i n a t e ,  and o r d e r l y  members 
of p o l i t i c a l  s o c i e t y .  The S t a t e  can n o t  e x i s t  i n  any form w i th o u t  
th e  c l e r g y . "  In  t h i s  m anner, t h e  c l e r g y  c o n t r o l l e d  th e  p e o p le  w h i le  
th e  S t a t e  w ent ab o u t i t s  b u s i n e s s .  The c l e r g y  w ere  n e c e s s a r y  " to  
keep th e  p e o p le  i n  o r d e r ,  w h i le  th e y  r e f u s e  su b m iss io n  to  C h r i s t ,  
and u n d e r ta k e  to  c a r r y  on t h i s  w o r l d ' s  p o l i c y . "  In  o r d e r  to  c o n t r o l  
people  f o r  t h e  S t a t e ,  t h e  c l e r g y  had  to  "keep th e  p e o p le  i n  awe o f  
t h e i r  r u l e r s , by t h e  t e r r o r s  o f  e t e r n a l  dam nation  . . .  i f  th e y  do 
n o t  s u b m i t ."  With t h i s  p r o t e c t i v e  e d i f i c e  c o n s t r u c t e d  by th e  c l e r g y ,  
th e  S t a t e  i n  t u r n  c o n s t r u c t e d  i t s  own a g e n c ie s  o f  c o n t r o l — th e  c o u r t  
house, th e  s t a t e  h o u s e ,  t h e  p r i s o n ,  and even th e  government i t s e l f .  
These a g e n c ie s  o f  c o n t r o l  w ere  " a s  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y  as t h e  c a r t  
whip, o v e r s e e r s ,  and o t h e r  su b d u in g  in f l u e n c e s  on th e  p l a n t a t i o n ,  
to  keep down th e  s l a v e s . " ^  In  e f f e c t ,  s a i d  R ogers ,  we a re  a l l  
s l a v e s — s la v e s  to  t h e  c l e r g y  and , by t h e i r  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  s l a v e s  to  
th e  S t a t e .  T here  was more to  " s l a v e r y "  th a n  b l a c k  s o u th e r n e r s  
p ic k in g  c o t to n  u n d e r  th e  w a tc h f u l  eye o f  a c r u e l  o v e r s e e r .  The ve ry  
p r o - s l a v e r y  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  u p h e ld  s o u th e r n  bondage had a l s o  
im prisoned  th e  American p e o p le  i n  g e n e r a l .
In  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  th e n ,  t h e  advancem ent o f  su ch  causes  as  women's 
r i g h t s ,  n o n - r e s i s t a n c e ,  and th e  d e n i a l  o f  p o l i t i c s  a l l  had  a  c e n t r a l  
p o s i t i o n  i n  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  e n t e r p r i s e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  th e  ch arg e  
by some t h a t  t h e s e  were " e x t r a n e o u s  s u b j e c t s . "  Rogers acknowledged 
t h a t  upon f i r s t  g la n c e  t h e s e  i s s u e s  p ro b a b ly  seemed d i s p a r a t e  and 
even s e p a r a t e  from b l a c k  s l a v e r y  i n  t h e  S ou th . But th ey  a l l  had  
one common, u n i f y in g  l i n k :  th e  u n r e s t r a i n e d  power o f  p r o - s l a v e r y
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e lem en ts .  S la v e h o ld in g  was a b s o lu t e  power. In  th e  re a lm  o f
government and p o l i t i c s ,  R ogers  a d m i t te d ,  "power i s  r e g u l a t e d
and reduced  to  w hat i s  c a l l e d  Law":
But i s  i t  n o t  a b s o lu t e  and com pulsory  power [ n e v e r t h e l e s s ] ?
And what i s  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tw een  th e  two [ i . e . ,  power o f  
th e  s l a v e h o l d e r  and power o f  th e  S t a t e ] ?  . . .  I n  t h i s  
co u n try  C i v i l  governm ent i s  i n  t h e  hands  o f  ab o u t 2 ,4 0 0 ,0 0 0  
v o t e r s .  Do n o t  t h e s e  h o ld  th e  l i v e s ,  l i b e r t i e s  and p r o p e r ty  
of t h e  o t h e r  m i l l i o n s  o f  o u r  c e n s u s , as c o m p le te ly  a t  t h e i r  
c o n t r o l  and m ercy , a s  th e  p l a n t a t i o n  t y r a n t  h o ld s  h i s  
cow ering s l a v e ?6
Indeed, cou ld  n o t  t h e s e  same v o t e r s  t r a n s f o r m  women, c h i l d r e n ,  and
th e  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d  i n  g e n e r a l  i n t o  c h a t t e l  s l a v e s  i f  th e y  so
d e s i r e d ?  "That th ey  w o n ' t  be  l i k e l y  t o , "  Rogers w arn ed , " i s  no
d e n ia l  o f  t h e i r  power to  do i t . "  L ik e w is e ,  Rogers acknow ledged
t h a t  s l a v e r y  and " fem a le  c i t i z e n s h i p "  w ere in e x o r a b ly  l i n k e d ,  f o r
" i s  no t woman i n  r e a l i t y  a  s l a v e  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  and s o c i a l l y ,  and
o f te n t im e s  i n  t r e a tm e n t  a s  w e l l  as  i n  th e o ry ? "  Rogers d id  n o t  p ro p o se
to  a b o l i s h  t h e  u n e q u a l  s t a t u s  o f  women o r  d i s s o l v e  c i v i l  power p e r  s e ,
as was charg ed  by  h i s  en em ies .  R a th e r ,  he so u g h t  " to  o v e r th ro w
t h a t  p e c u l i a r  s p e c i e s  o f  R u le ,  known and c a l l e d  by t h e  name o f  
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SLAVERY." S la v e ry  e x i s t e d  th ro u g h o u t  s o c i e t y  i n  d i f f e r e n t  fo rm s. 
R ogers ' s o l e  p u rp o se  was to  e r a d i c a t e  th e  co n cep t  o f  s l a v e r y  i n  a l l  
o f  i t s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  i n  American l i f e .  Th is  meant f r e e i n g  n o t  
only  s o u th e r n  b la c k s  b u t  women and th e  g e n e r a l  s o c i e t y  a s  w e l l .
How d id  Rogers  p ro p o se  to  end s l a v e r y ?  S p e c i f i c s  were  seldom  
ad d re ssed  by R ogers , b u t  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  h i s  " s t r a t e g y " — lo o s e l y  
c a l l e d — was an a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  h i s  n o n - r e s i s t a n c e  p r i n c i p l e s .  
A b o l i t i o n i s t s  would be  v i c t o r i o u s  on ly  "by m o ra l ly  e n f o r c in g  th e  
i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  o f  th e  s l a v e h o ld in g  power w i th  th e  r i g h t s  o f
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humanity and th e  laws o f  God." How t h i s  was to  be  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  
c o n c re te  a c t i o n  i s  u n c l e a r .  But Rogers was adamant on what i t  d id  n o t  
in c lu d e :  s l a v e r y  co u ld  n o t  b e  ended by t h e  u se  o f  s t a t e  f o r c e  o r  
by p o l i t i c s .  A t h i r d  p a r t y ,  by o p e r a t i n g  w i t h i n  th e  c o r r u p t  
framework o f  governm ent and p o l i t i c s ,  m ere ly  compromised th e  p r i n c i p l e s  
s e t  f o r t h  by th e  fo u n d e rs  o f  t h e  AASS i n  1833 and , i n  a d d i t i o n ,  became 
a p a r t  o f  th e  v e ry  s t r u c t u r e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  found d e s p i c a b l e .  I f  
p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  g a in e d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  governm ent,  Rogers 
i n s i s t e d ,  th ey  would u se  f o r c e  to  end s l a v e r y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  Rogers 
denied  " t h a t  a n t i - s l a v e r y ,  as  su c h ,  can v o t e ,  o r  a c c e p t  p o l i t i c a l  
o f f i c e . "  Rogers d id  concede t h a t  th e  D e c l a r a t io n  o f  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  
1833 m entioned th e  d u ty  t o  v o t e .  But he  e x p la i n e d ,  somewhat w e ak ly ,  
t h a t  such a t a c t i c  was a " u n i v e r s a l  m is ta k e  o f  t h e  t im e s ,  v i z . ,  
t h a t  p o l i t i c s  was n o t  m i l i t a r y . "  Viewing th e  document as a w ho le , 
however, i t  was obv ious  to  Rogers t h a t  i t  was b a se d  upon th e  sound 
d o c t r in e  o f  n o n - r e s i s t a n c e .  Any d e v i a t i o n  from t h e s e  fo u n d in g  
p r i n c i p l e s  was p r o - s l a v e r y . ^
While Rogers b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  p ro p o n e n ts  o f  a t h i r d  p a r t y  
were s m a l l  and l u d i c r o u s ,  h e  a l s o  r e c o g n iz e d  t h a t  th e y  w ere  n e v e r th e ­
l e s s  a f o r c e  to  be d e a l t  w i th  b e c a u se  t h e i r  most v o c a l  s u p p o r t e r s  
and f o l lo w e r s  were c lergym en . The c le r g y  s u p p o r te d  p a r t y  p o l i t i c s  
because th ey  would " d i v e r t  a t t e n t i o n  w h o l ly  and p e rm an en t ly  from 
t h e i r  own w icked  p o s i t i o n "  o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  th e  p e o p le  and b o l s t e r i n g  
th e  S t a t e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  a t t a c k  on th e  c l e r g y  was e s s e n t i a l  f o r  
th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  e n t e r p r i s e .  Because  th e  p r o - s l a v e r y  c le r g y  
th r e a te n e d  and c o n t r o l l e d  t h e i r  com m unicants, s l a v e r y  c o u ld  n o t  be  
d e s tro y ed  "by a c l e r g y - r i d d e n  p e o p le . "  The a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y
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would " r e q u i r e  a  g r e a t e r  amount o f  m o ra l  p r i n c i p l e  and m o ra l  c h a r a c t e r
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than any p e o p le  can a t t a i n  to  who a r e  r id d e n  by a  c l e r g y . "
S i m i l a r l y ,  a n t i - s l a v e r y  meant more f o r  Rogers th a n  m ere ly  
denouncing s l a v e r y  as a  s i n .  To be  a n t i - s l a v e r y ,  one had  to  
acknowledge th e  f u l l  e q u a l i t y  o f  " t h e  human f a m i l y . "  Those who 
d id  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h i s  d o c t r i n e  w ere  p r o - s l a v e r y .  S in ce  th e  co n ce p t  
was d e n ied  and even  v i o l a t e d ,  i t  was incum bent upon a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
to  "m o ra lly  annoy a l l  t h o s e  who i n  any way" v i o l a t e d  i t .  For R o g ers ,  
t h i s  meant a  f u l l  s c a l e  a t t a c k  on th e  n o r t h e r n  c le r g y  s in c e  th e y  
were r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  t h i r d  p a r t y  p o l i t i c s  and th e  s u b j e c t i o n  o f  
women. The p o l i t i c a l  e f f o r t  s im p ly  d id  n o t  g e n e r a te  a g i t a t i o n ,  b u t  
q u ie sc e n ce ;  i t  " g e n e r a te s  a  s u p e r f i c i a l  and f i c t i t i o u s  a n im a t io n  . . . 
i t  te n d s  to  ap a th y  and t o r p i d i t y . "  Y e t ,  a p a th y  was p r e c i s e l y  what 
th e  c le r g y  so u g h t b e c a u s e  th e y  co u ld  n o t  c o n t r o l  m ora l a g i t a t i o n .
They were f o r  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u se  they  cou ld  c o n t r o l
•i- 10i t .
The a t t a c k  upon th e  c l e r g y  was a l s o  n e c e s s a r y  b e c a u s e  t h e  p e o p le  
of New England had  to  b e  f r e e  b e f o r e  th ey  c o u ld  l i b e r a t e  b l a c k s .
A p r i s o n e r  c an n o t f r e e  a n o th e r  p r i s o n e r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
were com pelled  to  unmask " t h e  f a l s e h o o d  o f  th e  c la im s  o f  t h e  c le r g y  
to  C h r i s t i a n  o r i g i n . "  These a t t a c k s — o r  "m ora l an n o y an ces"— " a r e  
a n t i - s l a v e r y  to  th e  most u tm o s t  i n t e n t .  They a r e  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
means and m e a s u re s ."  In d e e d ,  f o r  R o g ers ,  " S p i r i t u a l  freedom  must 
be e n k in d le d  among th e  p e o p le  and t h e i r  d e l i v e r a n c e  from C le rg y  and 
S ec t ,  o r  th e y  can n o t a f f o r d  l i b e r t y  to  t h e  c o lo re d  m an."  Non- 
r e s i s t a n c e ,  women's r i g h t s ,  and th e  im m o ra l i ty  o f  p o l i t i c s  w ere  
" th e  h ig h  c la im  to  a n t i - s l a v e r y  character." '* ' '* '
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Here, th e n ,  was R o g er’s d o c t r i n e .  S la v e ry  was a n o r th e r n  i s s u e  
because  th e  N o r th ,  c o n t r o l l e d  by th e  sw o l len  power o f  th e  c l e r g y ,  
b o l s t e r e d  th e  power and a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  w hich i n  t u r n ,  
upheld th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  th e  Sou th . S in ce  s l a v e r y  cou ld  be b ro a d ly  
d e f in e d  to  in c lu d e  women, o r  to  i n c lu d e  a l l  humans e n s la v e d  by 
the  m i l i t a r y  m igh t o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  and s i n c e  th e  c l e r g y  d e s e r t e d  
th e se  i s s u e s  when th e y  w ith d rew  from th e  o r i g i n a l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
o r g a n iz a t i o n s ,  th e n  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  weaponry had  to  be aimed tow ard  
them and a l l  t h a t  th e y  h e l d  d e a r .  Only a f r e e  n o r t h e r n  p o p u la t io n  
could f r e e  th e  e n s la v e d  b l a c k s  o f  th e  S ou th . The a b o l i t i o n i s t  
e n t e r p r i s e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  c o u ld  on ly  su cceed  when th e  c l e r g y  w ere  tamed 
and subdued, and when th e  s o - c a l l e d  " f r e e "  n o r th e r n  p o p u la t i o n  was 
t r u l y  l i b e r a t e d .
I f  th e  chu rches  w ere  th e  b a s t i o n s  o f  u n b r id l e d ,  p r o - s l a v e r y
power, th e n  i t  fo l lo w e d  t h a t  th o s e  who chose to  e l i m i n a t e  th e  e v i l
f i r s t  had to  "com e-ou t"  o f  th e  " sy n a g o g u e s ,"  j u s t  as th e y  had  come-out
o f  p o l i t i c s .  R o g e rs '  d i s g u s t  w i t h  h i s  own C o n g re g a t io n a l  church  i n
Plymouth fo r c e d  him sometime i n  1840 to  l e a v e  th e  c o n g re g a t io n  and
to  e s t a b l i s h  r e g u l a r  Sunday m ee t in g s  o f  a n o n - s e c t a r i a n  n a t u r e .
This  a c t  a lo n e  h o r r i f i e d  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  h i s  fe l lo w - to w n s p e o p le
and, as a r e s u l t ,  he became th e  t a r g e t  o f  p o in te d  c r i t i c i s m ,  which
he abso rbed  w i th  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  good humor. "Poor P eo p le  [o f
P ly m o u th ] ,"  he  w r o te ,  " I  am ' d i s t u r b e r  o f  t h e i r  t r a n q u i l i t y . ’ I
12wonder th ey  t o l e r a t e  me a s  w e l l  a s  th e y  d o ."  The m e e t in g s
13c o n s i s te d  o f  t h i r t y  to  f o r t y  " s e c e e d e r s  from th e  S te e p le  Houses"
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who "endeavo r . . .  t o  speak, f r e e l y .  T h is  had  so i n f u r i a t e d  
th e  tow nspeople— and th e  c l e r g y — t h a t  th e y  w ere  l e d  to  ra v e  t h a t  th e  
com e-outers  w ere  " b r e a k in g  up s o c i e t y  and d e s t r o y in g  th e  m i n i s t r y  o f  
th e  c h u r c h e s ."  T h e i r  r e s p o n se  was to  be e x p e c te d ,  f o r  as Rogers 
g l e e f u l l y  e x a g g e ra te d ,  " a b o l i t i o n i s t s  a r e  everyw here  d i s s o l v i n g  
t h e i r  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  t h e i r  c l e r g y  and d e n o m in a t io n s .  . . .
The co m e-o u te r  m e e t in g s ,  w hich c o n t in u e d  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  1843,
were h e ld  i n  an u p s t a i r s  a p a r tm e n t  o c c u p ie d  by a p o r t r a i t  p a i n t e r
in  th e  m ornings and m u s ic ia n s  i n  th e  e v e n in g s .  Rogers a d m i t te d
s a r c a s t i c a l l y  t h a t  i t  d id  re sem b le  a church  i n  t h a t  " th e  l i t t l e
apartm ent h a s  a  p u l p i t  i n  i t ,  e r e c t e d  n o t  f o r  c l e r i c a l  p e rfo rm an ces
16—b u t a K indred  c r a f t — th e  m a s te r  m ag ic ian s  o f  th e  F ree  M asonry ."
E a r ly  i n  1841, how ever, th e  body o f  th e  Plymouth C o n g re g a t io n a l  
Church a p p a r e n t ly  was n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  c e r t a i n  o f  R o g e r s ’ i n t e n t i o n s .
Had he w ithdraw n from  fe l lo w s h ip  o r  n o t?  When asked  ab o u t h i s  s t a t u s  
Rogers, in c r e d u lo u s  t h a t  th e y  w ere  u n a b le  to  comprehend h i s  a c t i o n s ,  
w ro te  th e  members. The chu rch  was i n  le a g u e  w i th  " th e  a b o m in a tio n "  
o f  s l a v e r y ,  he  w r o te .  As lo n g  as th e  church  c o n t in u e d  i t s  communion 
w ith  s l a v e r y ,  th e n  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i t s e l f  had  b een  compromised; as 
long as th e  s l a v e  owner was welcome i n t o  th e  Plymouth C o n g re g a t io n a l  
church , th e n  "you s t a n d  i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  h i s  i n i q u i t y . "  
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  chu rch  had  debased  i t s e l f  when i t  r e j e c t e d  a 
r e s o l u t i o n  in t r o d u c e d  by Rogers and o t h e r s  demanding a b re a k  w i th  
a l l  p r o - s l a v e r y  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t ry .  He rem inded  th e  c o n g re g a t io n  
t h a t  i n  th e  l a t e  1830’s t h e  church  had  p a s s e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  condemning 
s la v e r y  as a s i n  and demanding i t s  im m edia te  o v e r th ro w . But n o th in g  
had been  done to  e f f e c t  su ch  an a c t i o n ,  and w o rs e ,  t h e  church  r e c e n t l y
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h.ad h i r e d  a  c lergym an who was an o u tsp o k en  opponen t o f  th e  a n t i ­
s la v e r y  c au se .
In  c l o s i n g ,  Rogers u rg ed  th e  Plymouth C o n g re g a t io n a l  church  to  
renounce i t s  g u i l t .  To do t h i s  th e  church  must im m ed ia te ly  denounce 
fe l lo w sh ip  w i th  a l l  s l a v e h o ld in g  c h u rc h e s ,  m i n i s t e r s ,  and p r o f e s s i o n s .  
A lso , th e  church  must no lo n g e r  s u s t a i n  a m i n i s t e r  who r e f u s e d  to  
work f o r  th e  s l a v e .  B ecause th e s e  recom m endations had  n o t  b een  met 
in  th e  p a s t ,  Rogers was o b l ig e d  " to  w ith d ra w , and h e re b y  do 
w ithdraw  and w i th h o ld  [ s i c ]  from you , as  a b o d y , ( e x c e p t in g  o f  
course  my a n t i - s l a v e r y  b r e t h r e n  and s i s t e r s ) , a l l  C h r i s t i a n  communica­
t io n  and f e l l o w s h i p . "  In  a  f i n a l  p l e a ,  Rogers i n v i t e d  a l l  o th e r s  
to  fo l lo w  h i s  c o u rse  " i f  th e y  would c l e a r  t h e i r  s k i r t s  o f  th e  
s l a v e ' s  b lo o d .
I t  i s  n o t  known i f  th e  c o n g re g a t io n  fo r m a l ly  excommunicated
Rogers a f t e r  t h e  church  r e c e iv e d  h i s  l e t t e r ,  a p r a c t i c e  t h a t  would
be a p p l ie d  tow ard  e r r a n t ,  r a d i c a l  Mew Hampshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s
18th roughou t th e  1 8 4 0 ' s .  They most l i k e l y  d id ,  b u t  w h a te v e r  th e  
case , th e  p o in t  i s  m oot, f o r  Rogers had excomm unicated th e  Plymouth 
C o n g reg a tio n a l  c h u rch . He had  condemned th e  c o n g r e g a t io n ;  ha had 
l e f t  v o l u n t a r i l y .  M oreover, h e  acco m p lish ed  i t  w i th  some s e n s e  o f  
p e rs o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n ,  f o r  a s  h e  w ro te  F r a n c is  J a c k s o n :  " I  f e e l  q u i t e
l i g h t  s in c e  my u n c h u rch in g  [and] I  am a s to n i s h e d  when I  lo o k  a t
19th e  unfounded, u n s c r i p t u r a l  p r e t e n s i o n s  o f  ou r  church  and c l e r g y . "
Only from beyond t h e  w a l l s  o f  th e  t a i n t e d  church  c o u ld  he  e x p e r ie n c e  
the  g l o r i e s  o f  p u re  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  f o r  Rogers was conv inced  t h a t  th e  
te a c h in g s  o f  C h r i s t  co u ld  n o t  have been  com m itted " to  such  a k e ep in g  
as the  c l e r g y ' s . "  Once l i b e r a t e d  from h i s  own c h u rc h ,  he  cou ld
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gaze u n sh ack led  upon h i s  own town and r u e f u l l y  p r e d i c t  to  G a r r i s o n :
" my p o o r o ld  ch u rch  c o o p e r a t io n  a t  P lym outh . We s h a l l  have
20to  b e a t  them a l l  down I  t h i n k  b e f o r e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  can have p l a c e . "
R o g ers '  l i b e r a t i o n  from  th e  church  was met w i th  jo y  from fe l lo w
com e-outers  and r a d i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  i n  g e n e r a l .  G a r r i s o n  approved
w h o le h e a r te d ly ,  f o r  h e  had n o t  " f e l lo w s h ip p e d "  i n  y e a r s .  John
P ie rp o n t ,  a  c lo s e  f r i e n d  o f  R o g ers ,  s e n t  him  a c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  l e t t e r
p r a i s in g  h i s  excom m unica tion , n o t i n g  t h a t  th e  c l e r g y ,  by excommuni-
21e a t in g  r a d i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  m ere ly  e x a l t e d  them. W hile Rogers
d id  n o t  f e e l  " d is h o n o re d "  by h i s  excom m unication , th e  p e o p le  o f
Plymouth d id  n o t  fo l lo w  h i s  l e a d ,  w hich  moved Rogers to  com plain
two y e a r s  l a t e r  t h a t  h i s  "p o o r  l i t t l e  n a t i v e  r e g io n  i s  e a te n  up w ith
p r i e s t c r a f t  and p r o s l a v e r y . "  Plym outh was f i r m ly  i n  t h e  hands  o f
th e  c l e r g y ,  f o r  i t s  c i t i z e n s  "eye  me w i th  f e a r  and av o id  me [and]
23. . . few . . . d a re  acknow ledge me now."
A f te r  R o g e rs '  e n c o u n te r  w i t h  th e  Plymouth c h u rch ,  o t h e r  r a d i c a l  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  e i t h e r  cam e-out o r  w ere  excommunicated from t h e i r  
c o n g re g a t io n s .  The pages  o f  th e  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom—now w i th  a 
c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  ab o u t 1200— were f i l l e d  w ith  such  a c t i o n s  th ro u g h o u t  
th e  e a r ly  1 8 4 0 's .  I t  i s  im p o s s ib le  to  d e te rm in e  th e  numbers 
in v o lv e d ,  b u t  by 1844 a l l  t h e  acknowledged l e a d e r s  and prim e-m overs  
o f  th e  o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  New Hampshire had  e i t h e r  b een  excommunicated 
or  had v o l u n t a r i l y  com e-out o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c h u rc h e s ,  o r ,  as 
they were fond o f  s a y in g ,  th e y  had  excommunicated th e  chu rches  
from th e  kingdom o f  God. W hile t h e  fo l lo w in g  c h a p te r  w i l l  d e a l  
a t  le n g th  w i th  th e  p r a c t i c e ,  s u f f i c e  i t  to  say  t h a t  th e  r a d i c a l s  
viewed excom m unication a s  a d d i t i o n a l  p ro o f  t h a t  th e  c l e r g y  p r e f e r r e d
-176-
e x a l t i n g  t h e  s i n f u l  s l a v e h o ld e r  t o  h e e d in g  th e  w a rn in g s  o f  th e  
r a d i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .
One month a f t e r  R ogers  l e f t  t h e  church  he e s c a l a t e d  h i s  a t t a c k  
on th e  n o r th e r n  c l e r g y .  I n  a l e t t e r  to  t h e  1841 M a ssa c h u se t ts  
A n t i -S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  C on v en tio n , Rogers in fo rm ed  h i s  fellow-New 
E nglanders  t h a t  th e  r a d i c a l ,  o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  New Hampshire was 
engaged i n  a " t e r r i b l e  c o n f l i c t "  w i th  th e  ch u rch es  and c le r g y .
"We a re  f i g h t i n g  i n  th e  b ro a d  a i s l e s  o f  th e  m e e t in g -h o u se  and in  
reach  o f  t h e  p u l p i t , "  h e  r e p o r t e d .  The enem ies o f  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
cause i n  th e  G ra n i te  S t a t e — as e lse w h e re — w ere  c le rgym en , " th e  
l e g i t im a te  d e sc e n d a n ts  o f  th o s e  who i s s u e d  from th e  m o n a s te r i e s  and 
p r i o r i e s . "  C hurches , a t  t h e  b e h e s t  of th e  c l e r g y ,  were  v i c i o u s l y  
excommunicating a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and condemning women. Rogers i s s u e d  
a p le a  to  h i s  M a ssa c h u se t ts  a u d ie n c e  to  com e-out o f  th e s e  b a s t i o n s  
of p r o - s l a v e r y  as he  and many o th e r  New Ham pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  had 
done. "The ch u rch  i s  th e  s t r o n g h o ld  o f  s l a v e r y , "  he  re a so n e d .  
" A b o l i t i o n i s t s  have  p r o t e c t e d  i t  t h e r e  by f e l lo w s h ip p in g  th e  p ro ­
s la v e r y  chu rch . L e t us w ith d raw  t h a t  p r o t e c t i o n ,  and th e  m onster
23w i l l  g e t  b u t  s c a n ty  s h e l t e r  from th e  S t a t e . "
R o g ers '  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  th e  ch u rch es  w ere  th e  s t r o n g h o ld  o f  
s l a v e r y  seems odd in  l i g h t  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  numerous a n t i - s l a v e r y  
r e s o l u t i o n s  w ere  p a s se d  by  th e  s t a t e ' s  many ch u rch es  i n  th e  1840 ' s .
In  f a c t ,  most r e l i g i o u s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a t  th e  county  and s t a t e  l e v e l  
urged th e  p a s sa g e  o f  even more s t r i n g e n t  a n t i - s l a v e r y  r e s o l u t i o n s  
than th o s e  t h a t  were b e in g  p a s s e d .  M oreover, most r e l i g i o u s  o rgans  
w i th in  th e  s t a t e  were o pen ly  acknow ledging  th e  f a c t  t h a t  churches  w ere 
no t in  th e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  th e  cause  and e x h o r te d  them to  end t h e i r
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a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  p r o - s l a v e r y  e lem en ts  th ro u g h o u t  th e  c o u n t ry .
R ogers ' b e l i e f  t h a t  a l l  ch u rch es  were p r o - s l a v e r y  p ro b a b ly  f a i l e d  to  
move most communicants b e c a u s e  th o s e  who w ere  members o f  c o n g re g a t io n s  
t h a t  had condemned th e  e v i l  co u ld  c la im  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  th ey  had ta k e n  
a s ta n d  a g a i n s t  t h e  p e c u l i a r  i n s t i t u t i o n .  How co u ld  Rogers denounce 
churches and o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  a g e n c ie s  when so  many w ere  a t t a c k i n g  
s la v e ry ?  In  t h i s  l i g h t ,  many a r d e n t  c h u rc h -g o e r s  p e rh a p s  v iew ed 
R ogers ' p ronouncem ents  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a f e v e r e d  im a g in a t io n .
Indeed , some com m unicants, d i s t u r b e d  by h i s  b l a n k e t  condem nation  o f  
a l l  r e l i g i o u s  b o d i e s ,  o p e n ly  c h a s t i s e d  Rogers f o r  i g n o r i n g  th e  f a c t s .
To be  s u r e ,  t h e r e  was some j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  o p in io n  o f 
Rogers. Even th e  n a t i o n a l l y  c i r c u l a t e d ,  new o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t , p ro ­
p o l i t i c a l  E m anc ipa to r took  a  dim view  o f  c lergym en who d id  n o t  
embrace th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  c a u se .  M i n i s t e r s  o f  t h i s  s t r i p e  "m ust g e t  
out o f  th e  way o f  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  c a r  o r  n o t  co m pla in , i f  i t  sh o u ld  
r id e  over them," i t  r e t o r t e d . ^  But even c l o s e r  to  home, th e  new 
o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t  C h e s h ire  County A b o l i t i o n  S o c ie ty  w ent so  f a r  as
to  say t h a t  i t  w ould fo cu s  on th e  "d u ty  o f  t h e  ch u rch es  i n  r e l a t i o n
25to  s l a v e r y "  a t  i t s  fo r th co m in g  m ee t in g  i n  J a f f r e y .
F u r th e rm o re ,  th e  e v id e n c e  s u g g e s t  t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
took  t h e i r  m is s io n  s e r i o u s l y .  Among th e  v a r io u s  c o u n ty ,  s t a t e ,  and 
r e g io n a l  g a th e r in g s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  d e n o m in a t io n s ,  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
r e s o lu t io n s  were w r i t t e n  i n  a f o r c e f u l ,  uncom prom ising m anner.
At th e  New England C o n g re g a t io n a l  A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty — an o r g a n iz a ­
t io n  t h a t  a t t r a c t e d  most o f  th e  C o n g re g a t io n a l  m i n i s t e r s  i n  th e  
so u th e rn  p o r t i o n  o f  New Ham pshire— r e s o l u t i o n s  were s w i f t l y  p a sse d  
u rg in g  th e  C o n g re g a t io n a l  c h u rch es  to  ta k e  a f i r m  s t a n d  a g a i n s t
s la v e r y  and r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e .  Not o n ly  was th e  "Negro pew"
v ic io u s ly  a s s a u l t e d ,  b u t  th e  d e l e g a t e s  a l s o  announced to  t h e i r
b r e th r e n  t h a t  p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  b l a c k s  c a l l e d  f o r  "uncom prom ising
and e a r n e s t  rebuke"  from a l l  C h r i s t i a n s .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  th ey
recommended t h a t  no g o v e rn in g  b o a rd  member o f  a  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t -
sponsored  b e n e v o le n t  s o c i e t y  sh o u ld  c o n ta in  a  s l a v e h o l d e r  o r  even
26a person  rem o te ly  s y m p a th e t ic  to  s l a v e r y .
The C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  were n o t  a lo n e .  In  1844, members o f  
th e  New Hampshire C on fe ren ce  o f  th e  M e th o d is t  E p i s c o p a l  Church
vo ted  overw helm ingly— a l b e i t  meekly— " to  a l lo w  th e  s l a v e h o ld in g
27M ethod is ts  to  w ithd raw " from  th e  n a t i o n a l  body . L ead in g  New
Hampshire M e th o d is ts  had  lo n g  b een  s y m p a th e t ic  to  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y
cause , ra n g in g  as f a r  b a c k  as 1835 when th e  s t a t e  c o n fe re n c e  had
28denounced s l a v e r y  i n  a m ost uncom prom ising way. In  s i m i l a r
fa s h io n ,  th e  F r e e w i l l  B a p t i s t s ,  a deno m in a tio n  t h a t  had  e a r l i e r
announced i t s  o p p o s i t i o n  to  s l a v e r y ,  b o ld ly  r e i t e r a t e d  i t s  s t a n c e
in  th e  1 8 4 0 's .  For i n s t a n c e ,  a t  th e  Weare, New H am pshire , Q u a r te r ly
Meeting in  1842, t h e  F r e e w i l l e r s  n o t  on ly  r e a f f i r m e d  t h e i r  o p p o s i t io n
to  s l a v e r y ,  b u t  th e y  a l s o  condemned a p o l o g i s t s  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n
as w e l l .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  th e y  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  e v e ry  C h r i s t i a n ,  e s p e c i a l l y
every  m i n i s t e r ,  "must b e a r  f a i t h f u l  te s t im o n y  a g a i n s t  t h i s  most
he inous  s i n , "  and t h a t  th e  ch u rch es  must p u r i f y  th e m se lv e s  from
29a l l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  s l a v e r y .  The New Hampshire B a p t i s t  
A s s o c ia t io n ,  m ee t in g  a t  M e re d i th  B r id g e ,  a d o p ted  a r e p o r t  su b m it te d  
by one o f i t s  c h u rc h es  whi.ch r e s o lv e d  t h a t  no B a p t i s t  chu rch  w i th in  
the  a s s o c i a t i o n  co u ld  h o ld  f e l lo w s h ip  w i th  th e  S o u th e rn  B a p t i s t  
churches "which, p e r s i s t  i n  th e  s i n  o f  h o ld in g  human b e in g s  as
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30p r o p e r t y , "  n o r  co u ld  I t  d i s m is s  members to  t h e  s o u th e r n  c h u rc h e s .
S im i la r ly ,  a  n o n -d e n o m in a t io n a l  C onference  o f  C hu rch es ,  m ee t in g  in
th e  n o r th e rn -m o s t  r e g io n  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  approved  a  m em orial
p re s e n te d  by th e  F r e e w i l l  B a p t i s t  G en era l  C onfe rence  w hich denounced
s la v e r y  as a s i n  and u rg ed  m i n i s t e r s  o f  a l l  f a i t h s  to  do e v e ry -
31th in g  p o s s i b l e  to  e l i m i n a t e  i t .
The a t t a c k  on s l a v e r y  was n o t  c o n f in e d  to  s t a t e  o r  r e g i o n a l  
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  b o d ie s .  By th e  1 8 4 0 's  i n d i v i d u a l  ch u rch es  in  New 
Hampshire w ere  becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  ou tsp o k en  when d e a l i n g  w i th  
th e  i s s u e ,  R o g ers '  a s s e r t i o n s  t o  th e  c o n t r a r y  n o tw i th s t a n d in g .  
M oreover, those, ch u rch es  t h a t  p a s s e d  a n t i - s l a v e r y  r e s o l u t i o n s  were 
lo c a te d  i n  towns where s e c u l a r  a n t i - s l a v e r y  d id  n o t  e x i s t  i n  th e  
e a r ly  1830 ' s ,  e v id en c e  t h a t  th e  cause  was a t t r a c t i n g  c o n v e r ts  ev ery  
y e a r .  Hence, th e  C o n g re g a t io n a l  chu rch es  in  H a r r i s v i l l e  and D ub lin  
b o th  la s h e d  o u t  a g a i n s t  s l a v e r y ,  announcing  t h a t  th e y  would n e v e r
32have f e l lo w s h ip  w i t h  e i t h e r  a  s o u th e r n  m a n - s t e a l e r  o r  h i s  a p o l o g i s t .  
B a p t i s t  chu rches  i n  New London, C o rn ish ,  and G ra f to n  p a s s e d  s i m i l a r  
r e s o lv e s .  The r e s o l u t i o n s  o f  th e  C orn ish  B a p t i s t  church  w ere  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  th e  im p a t i e n t  to n e  most c o n g re g a t io n s  e x h i b i t e d  
when s t r i k i n g  an a n t i - s l a v e r y  s t a n c e .  The C o rn ish  B a p t i s t s  a f f i r m e d  
th a t  s l a v e r y  was a s i n ,  b u t  acknow ledged t h a t  p a r a d o x i c a l l y  i t  was 
su p p o rted  by th e  C h r i s t i a n  c h u rc h e s .  Th is  was u n a c c e p ta b le  b e h a v io r  
because  i t  was th e  m ora l d u ty  o f  a l l  C h r i s t i a n s  to  ren o u n ce  t h i s  e v i l  
p u b l i c ly .  T h e r e f o r e ,  th e  B a p t i s t s  o f  C orn ish  w ith d rew  fe l lo w s h ip  
from a l l  ch u rch es  and i n d i v i d u a l s  who h e ld  s l a v e s  o r  who d e fen d ed  
the  p r a c t i c e .  These s i n n e r s  would be ex c lu d ed  from "o u r  p u l p i t , 
our communion, and lo u r j  m em bersh ip . "  F u r th e rm o re ,  th e y  d e c re e d
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t h a t  to  r e c e iv e  a  member from a s l a v e h o ld in g  ch u rch  w i th o u t  any 
fo r thcom ing  r e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i n  would "be t o t a l l y  i n c o n s i s t e n t  
w ith  g o sp e l  p r i n c i p l e s  and p u r i t y . "  To u n d e r s c o re  t h e i r  commitment, 
th e  Cornish  B a p t i s t s  c la im ed  t h a t  i t  was " h ig h ly  c r im in a l "  f o r  
C h r i s t i a n s  to  b e  s i l e n t  on th e  s u b j e c t  o f  s l a v e r y  and t h a t ,  as a
body, they  would do a l l  th e y  co u ld  to  end s l a v e r y  and t o  e l e v a t e
33th e  f r e e  b la c k .
C le a r ly ,  many New Ham pshire r e l i g i o u s  b o d ie s  w ere  t a k in g  an 
a g g re s s iv e  s t a n d  a g a i n s t  s l a v e r y  i n  th e  1 8 4 0 's ,  o f t e n  to  th e  p o in t  
t h a t  they  were c r i t i c i z i n g  ch u rch es  o f  t h e i r  own d en o m in a tio n  f o r  
n o t fo l lo w in g  t h e i r  l e a d ,  a  p o s i t i o n  th e y  had been  r e l u c t a n t  to  ta k e  
in  th e  1830 ' s .  I t  i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b le  t h a t  many d is m is se d  R o g e rs '  
c r i t i c i s m  o f t h e i r  b o d ie s  s i n c e  he  seemed to  be  i g n o r in g  r e a l i t y .
But R ogers ' condem nation  o f  th e  church  and c le r g y  went beyond mere 
a n t i - s l a v e r y  r e s o l u t i o n s .  For h im , denouncing  s l a v e r y  as a  s i n  was 
mere v e rb ia g e  i f  n o t  a b i t  o ld - f a s h i o n e d .  The p rob lem  was n o t  th e  
p u b l ic  s t a n c e  o f  a c h u rc h ,  b u t  th e  r e l a t i o n  o f  th e  church  and i t s
c le rg y  to  th e  S t a t e — a co n cep t  most communicants d id  n o t  o r  co u ld
34no t comprehend.
Rogers was e s p e c i a l l y  i n f u r i a t e d  w i th  th e  c h u rc h e s '  h y p o c r i s y ,
or w orse , . t h e i r  s e l e c t i v e  m o r a l i t y .  Denouncing s l a v e r y  was m e an in g le s s  
>«*•
w ith o u t any c o r re sp o n d in g  a c t i o n  to  back  up t h e i r  w ords— what Rogers 
c a l l e d  " f a i t h  w i t h  w o rk s ."  These "w orks" were n o t  fo r th c o m in g ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  New H am pshire . C o u n t le s s  t im es  ch u rch es  had c lo s e d  
t h e i r  doo rs  to  a n t i - s l a v e r y  m ee t in g s  b u t  rem ained  open f o r  " n o n s e n s ic a l  
d ra m a t ic a l  p e r fo rm a n c e s ,"  s c h o o l  e x h i b i t i o n s ,  s c i e n c e  l e c t u r e s ,  
c r im in a l  t r i a l s ,  and " h a r d - c i d e r  h u r r a h s . "  In  a d d i t i o n ,  w h i le
-181-
churches co u ld  denounce p r e j u d i c e ,  no c o n s t r u c t i v e  e f f o r t  was made 
to  e l im in a t e  t h e  "Negro pews" o r  even th e  s e g r e g a te d  s e c t i o n  i n  
th e  church g r a v e y a r d . ^
For R ogers , t h e i r  i n s i n c e r i t y  was i l l u s t r a t e d  f u r t h e r  when 
ch u rch es ,  p r o f e s s i n g  to  he  a n t i - s l a v e r y  i n  tem peram ent, chose to  
excommunicate r a d i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  To combat t h i s  b e h a v io r ,
Rogers h e lp e d  p a s s  numerous r e s o l u t i o n s  a t  a n t i - s l a v e r y  m ee t in g s  
"ex p o s in g "  th e  h y p o c r i s y  o f  th e  c h u rc h e s .  M oreover, s o - c a l l e d  a n t i ­
s la v e r y  chu rches  v iew ed bondage on ly  i n  term s o f  s o u th e r n  b l a c k s ;  
b u t ,  as Rogers f r e q u e n t l y  had  o b s e rv e d ,  t h e  con cep t o f  s l a v e r y  
in v o lv ed  more. In  B ra d fo rd ,  New H am pshire , f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  th e  
m in i s t e r  o f  a su p p o se d ly  a n t i - s l a v e r y  C o n g re g a t io n a l  church  had 
re fu s e d  to  a l lo w  women members to  v o te  on a tem perance  r e s o l u t i o n .
What a d d i t i o n a l  p ro o f  d id  th e  p e o p le  need  t h a t  th e  c l e r g y — r e g a r d l e s s  
of t h e i r  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s t a n c e —was an "ungod ly  p r o f e s s i o n " ?  Are 
the  c o n g re g a t io n s  "so  wedded t o  t h e i r  i d o l s  t h a t  th ey  w i l l  t o l e r a t e
t h e i r  p r i e s th o o d ,  even a f t e r  th e y  s e e  t h e i r  c lo v en  f o o t ,  and g e t
37convinced they  a r e  o f  t h e  D e v i l . "  F a i th  w i th o u t  works w as ,  f o r  
Rogers a t  any r a t e ,  a  mere s h e l l .  By th em se lv es  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
r e s o l u t i o n s  meant l i t t l e .
In  h i s  d e n u n c ia t io n s  o f  ch u rch es  and c l e r g y ,  Rogers and h i s  
fo l lo w e rs  made no d i s t i n c t i o n  be tw een  th e  v a r io u s  d e n o m in a t io n s .  
Because a l l  deno m in a tio n s  r e f u s e d  to  engage i n  tho rough  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
a c t io n  ( t h a t  i s ,  a c t i o n  b a se d  upon R o g e rs '  n o n - r e s i s t a n t  f o r m u la t io n s )  
then  th e y  were n o t  C h r i s t i a n  b e c a u se  C h r i s t  was th o ro u g h ly  opposed 
to  s l a v e r y .  A l l  d e n o m in a tio n s  were c o r r u p t  and , f o r  R o g ers ,  on ly  
m inor, a r t i f i c i a l  d i s t i n c t i o n s  s e p a r a t e d  them.
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In  an a t te m p t  to  e n l i g h t e n  New E n g la n d e rs ,  he  and h i s
New Hampshire s u p p o r t e r s  used  e v e ry  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  a f f i r m  t h i s
" f a c t . "  At one a n t i - s l a v e r y  m e e t in g ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  P a rk e r  P i l l s b u r y
d e c la re d  t h a t :
th e  p o p u la r  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h i s  c o u n try  s u s t a i n s  s l a v e r y ;  
and whoever i n  t h i s  day o f  m id-noon l i g h t  s u s t a i n s  o r  
f e l lo w s h ip s  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  i n  th e  B a p t i s t ,  F r e e w i l l  B a p t i s t ,  
C o n g re g a t io n a l ,  M e th o d is t ,  U n i v e r s a l i s t , Q uaker, o r  any 
o th e r  o f  th e  le a d i n g  s e c t s  o f  t h e  t im e s ,  s l a v e h o l d e r ,
and has  no c la im  to  th e  name o f  C h r i s t i a n .
Rogers was more b l u n t .  A l l  t h e  d en o m in a tio n s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n
New Hampshire " a r e  e x c r e s c e n c e s  on th e  f a c e  o f  th e  human fa m ily  . . .
They a re  f u n g u s , [and] th e y  must p e r i s h  i f  th e  fa m ily  i s  to  l i v e . "
Clergymen, r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  d e n o m in a t io n ,  w ere  " o v e r s e e r s "  o f
39th e  church  who d e l i g h t e d  i n  excom m unicating a n t i - s l a v e r y  r a d i c a l s .
Rogers s p a re d  l i t t l e  in k  when h a r s h ly  denouncing  s p e c i f i c
denom ina tions . He in fo rm ed  h i s  r e a d e r s  t h a t  he  d i s l i k e d  b o th  th e
(New Hampshire) C o n g re g a t io n a l  J o u r n a l  and i t s  e d i t o r ,  th e  Reverend
Henry Wood. The p a p e r  was " a  v i l e  s h e e t , "  and i t  c l e a r l y  won honors
"as th e  w o rs t  i n  th e  S t a t e — a l t o g e t h e r — and I  t h i n k  i t  b e lo n g s  to
40about th e  w o rs t  d en o m in a tio n  among u s . "  The B a p t i s t s  w ere  n e a r ly  
as bad . At one t im e  th e y  w ere  p e r s e c u te d  i n  New E n g land , b u t  as 
th e  y e a r s  went by th e y  had "grown b i g  and pompous. M e th o d is ts  
had been h u n te d  and mobbed i n  th e  s t r e e t s ,  b u t  by th e  1840fs th e y  
were " th e  most im pudent s e c t  o f  th e  w hole b ro th e rh o o d .  They abound
in  D octors  and S e m in a r ie s ,  and t h e i r  im pudent eyes  s ta n d  o u t  w i th
42f a t n e s s ."
Even th e  F r e e w i l l  B a p t i s t s ,  a d enom ina tion  t h a t  had a b o l i t i o n i s t  
p r e t e n s io n s ,  w ere  f a s t  becoming i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  from th e  o t h e r s .
The very  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  had  b een  com plim ented f o r  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s
ardo r by th e  New Hampshire C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  was a s u r e  s i g n  o f
43c o r ru p t io n ,  Rogers s a r c a s t i c a l l y  n o te d .  W hile  th e  F r e e w i l l e r s
i n s i s t e d  t h a t  th e y  were an e x c e p t io n  to  th e  g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f
denom ina tions , Rogers n e v e r t h e l e s s  found them, to  be " a s  s p i r i t u a l l y
d e sp o t ic  as any o f  t h e  o t h e r s . "  Soon, he  d e c l a r e d ,  th e  F r e e w i l l
B a p t i s t s  would have  " t h e i r  T h e o lo g ic a l  S e m in a r ie s— t h e i r  l e a r n e d
and am bitious  c l e r g y ,  and t h e i r  h a u g h ty  D o c to r s . "  I t  would be  on ly
a m a t te r  o f  tim e  b e f o r e  th e y  would " t r e a d  t h e i r  poo r and t h e i r  women
44under f o o t ,  as  t h e  more r e s p e c t a b l e  S e c ts  now d o ."
R o g e rs ’ condem nation  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  deno m in a tio n s  was n o t  l i m i t e d
to those  t h a t  a t t r a c t e d  th e  most communicants i n  New H am pshire . On
one o ccas io n  he was c h a s t i s e d  by th e  C a th o l i c  B oston  P i l o t  f o r  h i s
d e n u n c ia t io n  o f  th e  Roman c h u rc h .  Rogers re sp o n d ed  by e x p la i n in g
th a t  C a th o l ic i sm  and P r o t e s t a n t i s m  w ere  b o th  c o r r u p t  and e v i l :
They a r e  b o th  a k in  to  ’w i t c h c r a f t , ’ on ly  Rome i s  more open 
and c o n s i s t e n t  i n  i t s  i n f e r n a l  c la im s .  Rome c la im s  supremacy 
over th e  S t a t e .  P u r i t a n i s m  b a s e ly  cowers down b e h in d  th e  
S t a t e ’s g uns , and u t t e r s  i t s  g i b b e r i s h  under  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  
th e  army and navy . . . . ^5
Rogers' d i s g u s t  w i th  a l l  r e l i g i o u s  b o d ie s  even l e d  him to  denounce
the  Quakers ( s e e  C hap te r  V II )  as  w e l l  as  th e  M i l l e r i t e s , a group
th a t  p ro c la im ed  C h r i s t ' s  imm inent second  coming and , more d a n g e ro u s ly ,
a group t h a t  was w inn ing  c o n v e r t s  among a b o l i t i o n i s t s  i n  th e  m ounta in
46towns o f G ro ton , Hebron, and D o r c h e s te r .
In  a d d i t i o n  to  a t t a c k i n g  th e  v a r io u s  d e n o m in a t io n s ,  Rogers and 
h i s  fo l lo w e rs  a l s o  a t t a c k e d  th e  c le r g y  as an a r i s t o c r a t i c  o r d e r .
Like any o th e r  upper  c l a s s ,  t h e  c l e r g y  lo v ed  to  be w o rsh ip p e d .  As a 
"branch o f th e  A r i s to c r a c y "  c lergym en were m a in ta in e d  by th e  " l a b o r
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of th e  p o o r ,  who a r e  i n  many i n s t a n c e s  d e s t i t u t e "  and whom th e
c l e r i c a l  a r i s t o c r a c y  d e s p i s e s .  I f  t h e s e  p e o p le  would le a v e  th e
churches ou t o f  d i s g u s t  w i th  t h e  p r o - s l a v e r y  s t a n c e  o f  th e  c l e r g y ,
then th e  a r i s t o c r a c y — t h e  c le r g y — would be  t o p p le d .  C ogn izan t o f
t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  t h e  c l e r g y ,  b e n t  on p r e s e r v i n g  t h e i r  s t a t u s ,  moved
" t h e i r  c o r p o r a t io n s "  to  p a s s  m i ld ,  innocuous a n t i - s l a v e r y  r e s o l u t i o n s
in  an a t te m p t  to  p r e v e n t  n a s c e n t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  from e s c a p in g  th e
47c lu tc h e s  o f  c l e r i c a l  c o n t r o l .
In  a d d i t i o n ,  th e  c l e r g y  lo v e d  co n sp icu o u s  d i s p l a y .  A Concord 
a b o l i t i o n i s t  n o te d  t h a t  t h e s e  " s e l f i s h  p r i e s t s  g r a s p in g  f o r  power" 
p re ten d ed  to  shun w o r ld ly  goods , o p t in g  i n s t e a d  f o r  d e v o t io n  to  th e  
p o p u la t io n  a t  l a r g e .  N o th in g  was f u r t h e r  from th e  t r u t h ,  he  s a i d ,  
f o r  l i k e  any a r i s t o c r a c y ,  th e  c le r g y  o c cu p ie d  th e  f i n e s t  h o u ses  and 
" f e a s t  every  day sum p tu o u sly  on th e  f a t  o f  th e  la n d "  w h i le  o t h e r s  
s u f f e r e d . ^
Henry C. W rig h t ,  an a b o l i t i o n i s t  and n o n - r e s i s t a n t  o r g a n iz e r  
d isp a tch e d  to  New H am psh ire ,  p ro c la im e d  t h a t  "a s  an o r d e r  th e  C lergy  
had done more to  s u s t a i n  s l a v e r y ,  w i th  a l l  i t s  p o l l u t i o n s  th a n  any o r  
a l l  c l a s s e s . "  The t y p i c a l  c lergym an— "one who i s  e d u c a te d ,  t r a i n e d ,  
l i c e n s e d ,  c o n s e c r a te d ,  and o rd a in e d " — C h r i s t i a n i z e d  "what th e  S t a t e  
see s  f i t  to  l e g a l i z e " ; th e y  " th ro w  th e  s a n c t i o n s  o f  CHRISTIANITY 
around w h a tev e r  wrong o r  I n j u s t i c e  th e  STATE makes l a w f u l . "  Echoing 
Rogers, W right o b se rv ed  t h a t  th e  S t a t e  and c le r g y  were th e  two most 
pow erfu l f o r c e s  in  th e  c o u n t r y ,  each  s t r i v i n g  to  s e r v e  th e  o t h e r .
The c le rg y  k e p t  women i n  t h e i r  " a p p r o p r i a t e  s p h e r e ,  I . e . ,  i n  th e  
k i tc h e n ,  i n  th e  n u r s e r y ,  i n  th e  h o u s e ,  a t  hom e." The c le r g y  uphe ld  
the  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  m a r r i a g e ,  b u t  s l a v e r y  d id  n o t  r e c o g n iz e  i t .  As an
-185-
o rd e r  concerned  w i th  th e  m o ra l  p u r i t y  o f  th e  e n t i r e  w o r ld ,  t h e  c le r g y  
h y p o c r i t i c a l l y  denounced " th e  T u rk ish  harem s"  and th e  " B ro th e l s  o f  
F ran c e ,"  b u t ,  c l o s e r  to  home, s l a v e r y  " l e g a l i z e s  a d u l t e r y . "  M in i s t e r s ,  
however, rem ained  unmoved w henever t h i s  e v i l  was b ro u g h t  to  t h e i r  
a t t e n t i o n .  W hile l e c t u r i n g  i n  New H am pshire , W r ig h t ’s a n t i - c l e r i c a l  
theme could  be summarized i n  one angry  s a l v o :  "Why have th e  c le r g y
b a p t iz e d ,  l i c e n s e d ,  o r d a in e d ,  and c o n s e c r a t e d  t h e f t ,  r o b b e ry ,  a d u l t e r y ,  
concubinage, whoredom, p i r a c y ,  and m urder? These ab o m in a tio n s  a r e  
l e g a l i z e d  by th e  S t a t e . "  B ecause  th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  u p h e ld  th e  r i g h t  
to own s l a v e s ,  and b e c a u s e  t h e  S t a t e  " d e c l a r e s  S a tan  to  be  an a n g e l  
of l i g h t , "  th e  c l e r g y  d o c i l y  a c c e p te d  i t  and even r e v e l l e d  i n  th e
- 49pronouncem ents .
Rogers and h i s  f e l l o w  r a d i c a l s  a l s o  a t t a c k e d  r e v i v a l s  b e c a u s e ,  
they p ro c la im e d ,  su ch  a c t i v i t y  was prom oted by th e  c l e r g y  to  d i v e r t  
a t t e n t i o n  from th e  cau se  o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  and to  r a i s e  t h e i r  power 
to  even g r e a t e r  h e i g h t s .  In  a  r e s o l u t i o n  p a s se d  a t  an a n t i - s l a v e r y  
conven tion  a t  A m hers t, New H am psh ire ,  th e  r a d i c a l s  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  
r e v iv a l s  were " p r i e s t l y  e x p e d ie n t s  to  i n c r e a s e  and p e r p e t u a t e  
c l e r i c a l  d e sp o t ism . W r i t in g  from I-Iopkinton, Henry C. W right 
no ted  t h a t  th e  c l e r g y  i n  th e  a r e a  d id  n o t  w ish  to  d i s c u s s  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
o r  n o n - r e s i s t a n c e  b e c a u se  th e y  w ere  on th e  eve o f  a  r e v i v a l  and d id  
no t want to  d i v e r t  th e  p e o p le  from i t .  For W rig h t ,  t h i s  was 
h y p o c r isy  o f  th e  w o rs t  s o r t  b e c a u se  th o s e  who would p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
r e v iv a l s  anywhere i n  th.e U n ite d  S t a t e s  w ere  u n d o u b ted ly  t h i e v e s ,  
m a n - s t e a l e r s , and d e fe n d e r s  o f  m a n - s t e a l e r s . ^
Because h i s  s t i n g i n g  d e n u n c ia t io n  o f  t h e  c le r g y  was so p ronounced , 
and b ecau se  he  was c r e a t i n g  such  a s e n s a t i o n  w i t h i n  th e  s t a t e ,  Rogers
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soon e a rn e d  a  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  b e in g  one o f  t h e  most r a d i c a l  a b o l i t i o n ­
i s t s  i n  th e  n a t i o n .  M oreover, b e c a u s e  o f  th e  e v e n tu a l  d i s r u p t i v e  
n a tu re  o f  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  and f o l l o w e r s ,  New H am pshire e n jo y ed  th e  
r e p u ta t io n  as  a  m ajo r o u tp o s t  o f  American r a d i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s m .
Even G a r r i s o n ,  w h i l e  s u p p o r t i n g  Rogers i n  th e  m ain , found i t  n e c e s s a r y
to  tem per some o f  t h e  r a d i c a l  New H am pshirem an 's  s t a t e m e n t s  a n i  
52a c t i o n s .  O ther  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  n o t  as p a t i e n t  a s  G a r r i s o n  found
R ogers’ a b u s iv e  language  d i s c o n c e r t i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when he  c a s t i g a t e d
th e  c l e r g y .  Old o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t  C h a r l o t t e  W eston, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,
f e l t  Rogers sh o u ld  s to p  r a i l i n g  a g a i n s t  th e  c l e r g y ,  s i n c e  h e  went
53beyond th e  bounds o f  p r o p r i e t y .
W hile h i s  c r i t i c s  w ere  o c c a s i o n a l l y  s h r i l l ,  th e  m a j o r i t y  were 
even - tem p ered ,  a p p e a l in g  t o  R o g e r s ’ l o g i c ,  s e n s e  o f  f a i r  p la y  and— i f  
i t  were  p o s s i b l e  by 1842— to  h i s  m o d e ra t io n .  A t y p i c a l  a p p e a l  was 
the  Reverend R .S . R u s t ' s  l e n g th y  c o r re sp o n d e n c e  w i th  R o g ers .  R ust 
argued t h a t ,  c o n t r a r y  to  R o g e rs '  c la im s ,  t h e r e  w ere  many a n t i - s l a v e r y  
clergymen i n  New Hampshire and th ro u g h o u t  New E ng land . As a man o f  
God, Rust c la im ed  he d id  n o t  e n jo y  f e l lo w s h ip p in g  w i th  s l a v e h o l d e r s  
or t h e i r  a p o l o g i s t s  and a d m it te d  t h a t  t h e  ch u rch es  w ere  r i d d l e d  w i th  
h y p o c r is y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h i s  was "no r e a s o n  why we sh o u ld  denounce 
and b ra n d  as r e c r e a n t s  and h y p o c r i t e s  th e  w hole  church  and m i n i s t r y . "  
The du ty  o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  was n o t  to  com e-out o f  th e  ch u rch es  and 
then  c a s t i g a t e  them; r a t h e r ,  t h e  d u ty  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  was to  rem ain  
and chase  th e  s i n n e r s  from th e  h o u se s  o f  God. R ust c la im ed  t h a t  
chu rches  co u ld  be  used  as a  p o w e rfu l  a g e n t  o f  p ro p ag an d a , s i n c e  they  
se rv ed  as  "a  s o r t  o f  fu lc ru m  upon w hich  we may p l a c e  th e  l e v e r  o f  
t r u t h ,  and make sad  havoc w i t h  th e  sy s tem  o f  s l a v e r y . "  R ust a l s o
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claimed— as most clergymen and new organizationists claimed— that
Rogers and h i s  a d h e r e n t s  i n s i s t e d  on l e a v in g  th e  " o r i g i n a l  p la n "  o f
ending s l a v e r y  and had  "gone o f f  . . .  on a w i ld  goose c h a s e ,  i n
p u r s u i t  o f  women's r i g h t s , f i g h t i n g  f o r  n o n - r e s i s t a n c e ,  and a g a i n s t
th e  c l e r g y . "  R ust and h i s  f e l lo w  a n t i - s l a v e r y  c lergym en w an ted  th e
woman i s s u e  and n o n - r e s i s t a n c e  u n to u c h ed ,  a d v i s in g  Rogers to  u se
54the  a p p r o p r i a t e  ch an n e ls  to  p ro p a g a te  t h e s e  c a u s e s .
Rogers * re s p o n s e  was t h a t  i f  R ust shunned s l a v e h o l d e r s  and
t h e i r  a p o l o g i s t s  a s  he s a i d  he d i d ,  th e n  h e  shunned " th e  w hole
American c le r g y  and chu rch"  b e c a u se  b o th  had  r e c o g n iz e d  t h e i r
s o u th e rn  b r e t h r e n .  As f o r  R o g e rs '  b e in g  on a "w ild  goose ch ase "  i n
p u r s u i t  o f  women's r i g h t s ,  he  c a u s t i c a l l y  n o te d  t h a t  i n  American
s o c ie ty  a woman
i s  reck o n ed  no h ig h e r  th an  a  g o o s e . An a s s e r t i o n  o f  h e r  
h u m an ity , on th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  p l a t f o r m ,  a g a i n s t  th e  
in s o le n c e  o f  a  T u r k i s h  C le rg y ,  who w ould t r e a d  h e r  u n d e r­
f o o t  and doom h e r  to  t h e i r  own Reverend Harem s, i f  th ey  
had  t h e  power— he and h i s  c l e r i c a l  b r e t h r e n  u n i v e r s a l l y  
s c o u t  a s  a  'w i l d  goose  c h a s e . '55
W hile R ogers  was l e a d i n g  th e  a s s a u l t  on th e  ch u rch es  and 
c le rg y  w i t h i n  th e  colmuns o f  th e  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom , o th e r  r a d i c a l  
New Hampshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  g r e a t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by h i s  w r i t i n g s ,  
a c t u a l l y  s to rm ed  th e  ch u rch es  w ith  t h e i r  a n t i - s l a v e r y  message and 
were e i t h e r  p h y s i c a l l y  e j e c t e d  o r  p la c e d  i n  j a i l  c e l l s .  So d i s r u p t i v e  
were t h e i r  t a c t i c s ,  so  infam ous w ere  t h e i r  m e thods , t h a t  S tephen  
F o s te r ,  P a rk e r  P i l l s b u r y ,  T. P a r n e l l  Beach and a h o s t  o f  l e s s e r  
known a b o l i t i o n i s t s  were f e a r e d  and r e v i l e d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  e n t i r e  
New England r e g io n .  I f  Rogers had h e l d  t h a t  c lergym en were
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r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  p ro p p in g  up th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y ,  th en  
i t  rem ained f o r  t h e s e  r a d i c a l s  to  t o p p le  b o th  e v i l s  once and f o r  




^ H era ld  o f  Freedom, Jan u a ry  28, 1842.
2
L i b e r a t o r , J an u a ry  8 , 1841. Rogers w ent so  f a r  as to  c la im  
th a t  n o r th e r n  f r e e  b l a c k s  w ere more m is e r a b l e  th a n  s o u th e r n  s l a v e s .
New B edford , M a s sa c h u se t t s  c o n ta in e d  th e  " f i n e s t  s e t  o f  c o lo r ^  p e o p le "  
Rogers had e v e r  s e e n .  " I  a t t r i b u t e  i t , "  he  w ro te  " t o  t h e i r  b e in g  
many o f  them f u g i t i v e  s l a v e s ,  and n o t  h a v in g  undergone  th e  d e g r a d a t io n  
of f r e e  Negro e d u c a t io n ,  w hich i s  f a r  more c ru s h in g  th a n  S o u th e rn  
s l a v e r y . " Rogers to  R ich a rd  Webb, Septem ber 23 , 1842, A n t i - s l a v e r y  
c o l l e c t i o n s ,  B oston  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y .
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L i b e r a t o r , J a n u a ry  8 , 1841.
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There  i s  no s p e c i f i c  c i t a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  p a ra g ra p h ;  I  have 
e x t r a c te d  th e s e  p o i n t s  from  th e  b u lk  o f  h i s  w r i t i n g  from  1840 to  
1843. R o g e rs ’ a r t i c l e s  w ere  n o t  s i m i l a r  t o  th e  l u c i d ,  w e l l -  
s t r u c t u r e d ,  e s s a y s  t h a t  G a r r i s o n  w ro te .  R e p e t i t i v e ,  r h e t o r i c a l — even 
by th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s '  s t a n d a r d s — and a l l - i n c l u s i v e , Rogers o f t e n  h id  
h i s  m ajor p o i n t s  b e n e a th  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  h i s  o c c a s io n a l  l e n g th y ,  
meandering a r t i c l e s .  I  have  t r i e d  to  u se  s p e c i f i c  c i t a t i o n s  w henever 
p o s s ib l e ,  b u t  a t  t im e s  i t  has  been  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e x t r a c t  th e  b a s i c  
e lem ents  o f  h i s  th o u g h t  from a h o s t  o f  s o u r c e s .  For t h i s  p a ra g ra p h ,  
the  c l o s e s t  c i t a t i o n s  a r e :  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom , J a n u a ry  28, 1842, and
L i b e r a t o r , June 11, 1841.
8 H e ra ld  o f  Freedom, Jan u a ry  14 , 1842. Rogers a l s o  n o te d  t h a t  
the  c le rg y  had "u su rp ed  th e  p l a c e  o f  God on e a r t h "  and "Lord . . . 
over h i s  h e r i t a g e . "
g
I b i d . ,  J a n u a ry  28 , 1842. T h is  a r t i c l e ,  one o f  th e  l e n g t h i e r  
ones Rogers was e v e r  to  w r i t e ,  c a p s u l i z e s  some o f  th e  m a jo r  p o i n t s  
he would make th ro u g h o u t  t h e  re m a in d e r  o f  h i s  c a r e e r .
7 I b i d .
8 I b i d .
9
For some i n e x p l i c a b l e  r e a s o n ,  Rogers  f e l t  t h a t ,  w h i le  a l l  
p o l i t i c a l  endeavo rs  w ere  c o r r u p t ,  p o l i t i c s  i n  th e  w es t  was l e s s  
immoral.
H e ra ld  o f  Freedom, A p r i l  8 , 1842. In  a  s i m i l a r  p o i n t ,
Rogers n o te d  t h a t  i f  s l a v e s  w ere  im p r iso n e d  "and a l l  we w anted was to  
e f f e c t  t h e i r  l i t e r a l  r e l e a s e "  th e n  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  would s u f f i c e .
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But s l a v e r y  in v o lv e d  m ore; b la c k s  were " e n s la v e d  . . .  i n  th e  h e a r t s  
of p eo p le"  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  co u ld  n o t  a l t e r  t h e  f a c t — b u t  m ora l 
suas ion  c o u ld .  See H e ra ld  o f  Freedom , F eb ru a ry  11 , 1842.
^  I b i d . , J a n u a ry  28 , 1842.
12 Rogers to  R ic h a rd  Webb, Septem ber 22 , 1840, ASC-BPL.
13  I b i d . , J u ly  20, 1842, ASC-BPL.
14 I b i d . , Septem ber 22 , 1840, ASC-BPL.
15 I b i d . , J u ly  20 , 1842, ASC-BPL.
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^  "To th e  A n t i - S l a v e r y  Members o f  a  P r o - S la v e r y  C h u rch ,"  
r e p r in t e d  i n  L i b e r a t o r , J a n u a ry  29 , 1841.
18 The te rm  "excom m unica tion"  was used  by r a d i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
w he ther ,  i n  f a c t ,  one had  been  excommunicated o r  had m ere ly  "come- 
ou t"  v o l u n t a r i l y .  R o g ers ,  as  w i l l  be  s e e n ,  was c o n s id e re d  
"excommunicated" by o th e r  r a d i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  even though 
th e re  i s  no e v id e n c e  t h a t  s u s t a i n s  t h a t  p o i n t .
On F eb ru a ry  8 , 1841, Rogers w ro te  an i m p a t i e n t  l e t t e r  to  
the  Plymouth C o n g re g a t io n a l  Church when th e  church  asked  him to  
a t te n d  a  m ee t in g  to  answ er q u e s t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  h i s  views o f  th e  
church and h i s  membership i n  i t .  He r e f u s e d ,  a n g r i l y  s t a t i n g :
"My l e t t e r  was a  w i th d ra w a l  o f  ray f e l lo w s h ip  w i th  you as  a b o d y . . . 
Rogers to  "The C o n g re g a t io n a l  Church i n  P ly m o u th ,"  F eb ru a ry  8 , 1841, 
Quaker C o l l e c t i o n s ,  H a v e rfo rd  C o lleg e  L i b r a r y .
19 Rogers to  F r a n c is  J a c k s o n ,  March 28, 1841, ASC-BPL.
20 Rogers t o  W il l ia m  Lloyd G a r r i s o n ,  March 14, 1841, ASC-BPL.
21 L i b e r a t o r , A p r i l  23 , 1841.
22 Rogers to  F r a n c is  J a c k s o n ,  J u ly  20, 1843, ASC-BPL.
23 Rogers to  th e  M a s sa c h u se t ts  A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c i e ty ,  r e p r i n t e d  
in  L i b e r a t o r , F e b ru a ry  12 , 1841.
24 E m a n c ip a to r , F eb ru a ry  2, 1843. See a l s o ,  June  10 , 1841 and 
Ju ly  14, 1842 f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  c r i t i q u e s  o f  t h e  c l e r g y .
25 I b i d . ,  O c tober  13, 1842.
26 I b i d . ,  A p t i l  28 and June  9 , 1842.
27  I b i d . , J u ly  17, 1844.
28 Mathews, S la v e ry  and M ethodism , pp . 132-33 .
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29 E m an c ip a to r , O c to b e r  20 , 1842.
30 L i b e r a t o r , O c to b er  21 , 1842.
31 E m an c ip a to r , Septem ber 22, 1842.
32 I b i d . , December 1 ,  1842; Ju n e  29 , 1843.
33 L i b e r a t o r , May 14 , 1842; H e ra ld  o f  Freedom, A p r i l  29 , 1842. 
For o th e r  a n t i - s l a v e r y  r e s o l u t i o n s  p a s se d  by New Ham pshire ch u rch es  
see  H era ld  o f  Freedom, August 18 , 1842; E m a n c ip a to r , O c to b er  2 1 ,  1841 
December 8, 1842.
34 See , f o r  exam ple, H e ra ld  o f Freedom , O c to b e r  7, 1842.
I b i d .
36 I b i d . , A p r i l  15 ,  1842.
3^ I b i d . , J a n u a ry  28 , 1842.
38 L i b e r a t o r , December 9 ,  1842.
39 H e ra ld  o f  Freedom , J a n u a ry  7, 1842. As a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,
Rogers w ro te ,  "we a r e  com pelled  to  d e s i r e  t h e i r  [ i n d i v i d u a l  s e c t s ' ]  
dow nfall— and t h a t  i t  be  s p e e d y ."
40 L i b e r a t o r , A p r i l  28 , 1843.
^  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom , A p r i l  15, 1842.
4 2  t t .  * AI b i d .
4 3  t t .  • AI b i d .
44
I b i d . , A p r i l  8, 1842. See a l s o  P i l l s b u r y ' s  d e n u n c ia t io n  o f  
th e  F r e e w i l l e r s  i n  I b i d . , Septem ber 16 , 1842.
45 L i b e r a t o r , March 31 , 1843.
46 I b i d . , May 5 , 1843. G a r r i s o n  was more b l u n t .  The M i l l e r i t e s ,  
he s a i d ,  were " l a b o r in g  u n d e r  a  m arve lous d e l u s i o n . "  I b i d .
47 H era ld o f  Freedom, O c tober 7, 1842.
48 I b i d . , O c tober  14 , 1842.
49 I b i d . , May 6 , 1842.
50 I b i d . , A p r i l  15, 1842.
51 I b i d . , Jan u a ry  14 and Jan u a ry 28, 1842.
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52 In  th e  n e x t few y e a r s  G a rr is o n  and R ogers w ould d is a g r e e — and 
q u a r re l— o v er th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  u n io n , i t s  d i s s o l u t i o n ,  th e  a d v i s a b i l ­
i t y  o f  co m e-o u te rism , and a h o s t  o f  o th e r  i s s u e s  ( s e e  C h ap te r V I I I ) .
53 C h a r o le t te  W eston to  Mary W eston, O c to b er 29 , 1842, ASC-BPL.
54 H e r a J ^ o f  Freedom , Ja n u a ry  21 , 1842. See a ls o  I b i d . ,  May 6 ,
1842.
I b i d . , Ja n u a ry  2 1 , 1842.
CHAPTER VII
’SONS OF THUNDER': RADICAL ABOLITIONISM AT HIGH TIDE
In  th e  summer o f  1842, a  B oston  a b o l i t i o n i s t  n o te d  t h a t  th e  
cause in  New H am pshire w as "one o f  no o rd in a ry  c h a r a c te r ;  i t  i s  th e  
commencement o f  a  m ig h ty  r e v o lu t io n  w hich  w i l l  r e s u l t  in  th e  
d em o litio n  o f  c l e r i c a l  ty ra n n y  and th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  g en u in e  r e l ig io n ." '* ' 
Indeed , th e  un ique  q u a l i t y  o f  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  movement in  New 
Hampshire was re c o g n iz e d  by  a g r e a t  many fe l lo w  a n t i - s l a v e r y  a d h e r e n ts .  
Awed by th e  e a r n e s tn e s s  o f  th e  r a d i c a l s ,  G a rr is o n  r e f e r r e d  to  th e  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  o f  th e  G ra n i te  S ta t e  as th e  "so n s  o f  th u n d e r ."  R ogers 
h im se lf  made e v e ry  e f f o r t  to  in fo rm  o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  t h a t  th e  
New H am pshire group was " a d v a n c in g "  beyond th e  c o n f in e s  o f  c u r r e n t ly  
accep ted  p r a c t i c e s  i n  a g i t a t i n g  th e  q u e s t io n .  T h is  "advancem ent" 
took  th e  form  o f  w hat R ogers and h i s  fo l lo w e rs  c a l l e d  " f r e e  s p e e c h ."
The concep t o f  " f r e e  sp e e c h "  seemed innocuous enough b u t  when 
t r a n s la t e d  i n t o  a c t i o n ,  i t  to o k  th e  form  o f  i n t e r r u p t i n g  chu rch  
s e r v ic e s  to  p le a d  f o r  th e  s l a v e  and to  denounce a  "T u rk ish "  c le r g y .
More o f te n  th a n  n o t ,  t h i s  le d  to  p h y s ic a l  e j e c t i o n  from  th e  c h u rc h .
New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  o f  th e  o ld  o r g a n iz a t io n  le d  th e  c o u n try  
in  t h i s  s o r t  o f  a c t i v i t y  an d , a s  a r e s u l t ,  th e y  w ere b ra n d e d  by 
f r ie n d  and fo e  a l i k e  a s  th o ro u g h -g o in g  r a d i c a l s .
S u r p r i s in g ly ,  h i s t o r i a n s  h av e  n o t  exam ined f u l l y  th e  im p ac t o f 
the  New H am pshire r a d i c a l s ,  th e  m ethods th e y  em ployed, and th e  
r e a c t io n s  th ey  g e n e ra te d  among b o th  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t s .
-193-
-194-
Some historians have relegated individual New Hampshire abolitionists
to  th e  o u te r  l i m i t s  o f th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  c ru sa d e  and , t h e r e f o r e ,
d ism issed  them  as c o lo r f u l  b u t  in c o n s e q u e n t ia l .  O th e r s ,  in  e x p lo r in g
v a rio u s  a s p e c ts  o f  r a d i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  have  in c lu d e d
in d iv id u a l  New H am pshire r a d i c a l s — e s p e c i a l l y  R ogers and S tephen
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F o s te r— b u t have  p la c e d  them  i n  a n a t io n a l  c o n te x t .  In  b o th  c a se s  
h i s to r i a n s  h ave  removed th e  r a d i c a l s  from  t h e i r  m a jo r a re n a  o f  
a c t i v i t y — th e  s t a t e  o f  New H am psh ire , an d , in  some c a s e s ,  n o r th e r n  
M assa c h u se tts . W hile t h e i r  im p ac t on th e  n a t i o n a l  movement may 
have been  s l i g h t ,  t h e i r  im p ac t i n  New H am pshire was p ro fo u n d , f o r  
they n o t o n ly  re p re s e n te d  th e  o ld  o r g a n iz a t io n  in  th e  G ra n ite  S t a t e ,  
they  w ere th e  o ld  o r g a n iz a t io n .
In  New H am pshire th e  le a d in g  fo r c e s  b e h in d  th e  o ld  o rg a n iz a t io n  
were a l l  c o m e -o u te rs . R o g e rs ' p le a  to  fe l lo w  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  to  le a v e  
t h e i r  ch u rch es  c e r t a i n l y  m olded th e  s t y l e  and s u b s ta n c e  o f  th e  New 
Hampshire c ru s a d e . W hether he  was s o le ly  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  
numerous w ith d ra w a ls  from  th e  New H am pshire c h u rc h es  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
to  a s c e r t a in ,  b u t w h a tev e r th e  c a s e , New H am pshire becam e th e  
hotbed  f o r  co m e-o u te rism  and R ogers l i b e r a l l y  prom oted  th e  t a c t i c  
in  th e  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom .
The th r e e  m ost a c t i v e  co m e-o u te rs  among th e  G ra n ite  S ta te  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s — b e s id e s ,  o f  c o u rs e , R ogers—w ere S tep h en  F o s te r ,
P a rk e r P i l l s b u r y ,  and T. P a m e l  B each. F o s te r  h a s  b een  o f te n  c i t e d  
as an exam ple o f  th e  e r r a t i c  m a la d j’is te d  segm ent o f  th e  movement. 
C le a r ly , he  was th e  m ost a c e r b ic ,  o u tsp o k en  fo e  o f  th e  c le r g y  and 
one o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y ’s m ost a c t i v e  " f i e l d  m en." He p re p a re d  f o r  th e
-195-
m in is try  a t  Andover Sem inary b u t  when th e  s c h o o l b a lk e d  a t  h i s
a b o l i t i o n i s t  z e a l  he  l e f t  to  d e v o te  h i s  l i f e  to  th e  s l a v e .  He a ls o
"cam e-out" o f  th e  C an te rb u ry  New H am pshire C o n g re g a tio n a l Church when
th a t  body p roved  to o  t im id  f o r  h i s  n o n - r e s i s t a n t ,  a b o l i t i o n i s t  
3s ta n c e .
H is lan g u ag e  was so  h a rsh , t h a t  h e  more th an  anyone e l s e  in  New
Hampshire was c a s t i g a t e d  a t  one tim e  o r  a n o th e r  by e v e ry  segm ent o f
s o c ie ty ,  sav e  h i s  m ost l o y a l  a l l i e s .  H is a c t i v i t i e s  w ere c o n t in u a l ly
m onito red  by th e  r e l i g i o u s  j o u r n a l s ,  w hich o c c a s io n a l ly  even
p u b lish ed  h i s  p r i v a t e  c o n v e r s a t io n s .  In  th e  summer o f  1840, th e
C h r is t ia n  P anopo ly  r e g i s t e r e d  i t s  h o r r o r  a t  F o s t e r ’s  d e n u n c ia t io n s
o f th e  c le r g y ,  n o t b e c a u se  he  r e v i l e d  a  s a c re d  o f f i c e  b u t  b e c a u se  o f
th e  p e rs o n a l  n a tu r e  o f  h i s  a t t a c k .  W hile  a t  th e  home o f th e  R everend
Samuel R ogers o f  B ra d fo rd , F o s te r  s a id  he so u g h t to  p a r a ly z e  th e
in f lu e n c e  o f  a l l  m in i s t e r s  who w ere n o t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  Not o n ly
d id  he  denounce b e n e v o le n t  s o c i e t i e s  a s  th e  "whore o f Rome," b u t
he compared th e  R everend Jo n a th a n  C u r t is  o f  P i t t s f i e l d — th e  le a d e r  o f
th e  new o r g a n iz a t io n  in  New H am pshire— w ith  B en e d ic t A rn o ld . O th e r
well-know n m in i s t e r s  d id  n o t  e sc a p e  condem nation  by " t h i s  i n f a t u a t e d
young man": th e  R everend F .P . T racy  o f  Boscawen was a  " l i a r  and a
h y p o c r i te ,"  th e  R everend Burnham o f  Pembroke was a  " t y r a n t , "  and
4th e  Reverend P a t r i c k  o f  C an te rb u ry  was an " a n t i - C h r i s t i a n . "
F o s te r  was a t  h i s  p in n a c le  i n  1842 when he  p u b l is h e d  B ro th e rh o o d  
of T h ie v e s , a v i t r i o l i c  a t t a c k  on th e  " h e a th e n is h "  c le r g y .  The 
pam phlet was p r a i s e d  by m ost r a d i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and i t  soon 
found i t s  way in to  a second  p r i n t i n g .  W ith i t s  p u b l i c a t io n  h e  g o t 
h is  w ish , e n u n c ia te d  a t  th e  1841 New E ngland ASS:
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When I  p a ss  th ro u g h  the. s t r e e t s ,  I  w ant to  have  th e  
b la c k c o a ts  to  lo o k  a t  me a s  one who h a s  b ra n d e d  them as  
a  b ro th e rh o o d  o f  th ie v e s — as one who c o n s id e r s  them  
m eaner th a n  th e  h o r s e - t h i e f  who i s  s e n t  to  th e
p e n i t e n t i a r y .^
Whether a t t a c k in g  th e  c l e r g y ,  th e  s t a t e ,  new o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s , o r  
s la v e ry  i t s e l f ,  S tephen  F o s te r  was an im p o r ta n t cog in  th e  r a d i c a l  
New H am pshire f a c t i o n .
S im i la r ly ,  P a rk e r  P i l l s b u r y  a ls o  s e rv e d  th e  r a d i c a l  cause  in  
New H am pshire. O rd a in ed  a  C o n g re g a tio n a l m i n i s t e r ,  P i l l s b u r y  s e rv e d  
th e  Loudon ch u rc h  f o r  o n ly  a s h o r t  w h i le .  He was d is m is se d  f o r  h is  
r a d ic a l  p o s i t io n s  on a b o l i t i o n  and te m p e ran c e , i s s u e s  t h a t  d id  n o t 
im press " th e  a r i s to c r a c y "  w i th in  th e  Loudon c h u rc h . D isg u s te d  w ith  
the c o n s e rv a tiv e  n a tu r e  o f  " th e  p r i e s th o o d ,"  P i l l s b u r y  abandoned 
h is  p ro f e s s io n  and jo in e d  R ogers in  C oncord, s e r v in g  a s  tem p o rary  
e d i to r  o f th e  H e ra ld  w henever R ogers was away. L ik e  F o s te r ,  he  
o f te n  t r a v e le d  w id e ly  in  New H am pshire and M a ssa c h u se tts  as an 
a b o l i t i o n i s t  a g e n t ,  a l l  th e  w h ile  s e r v in g  as  th e  m ajo r o rg a n iz e r  
of numerous a n t i - s l a v e r y  and n o n - r e s i s ta n c e  m e e tin g s  h e ld  w i th in  
the  s t a t e .  He was a co n firm ed  r a d i c a l ,  one who co u ld  denounce 
" c l e r i c a l  ty ra n n y "  a s  h a r s h ly  as  F o s te r  and R o g ers . He and R ogers 
were e s p e c ia l l y  c lo s e .  On more th a n  one o c c a s io n , R ogers was 
in s tru m e n ta l  in  r a i s i n g  money f o r  P i l l s b u r y  and h i s  f a m ily , e i t h e r
g
as p a r t  o f  a s a l a r y ,  o r to  h e lp  pay f o r  a home.
T. P a r n e l l  B each  a ls o  c la im ed  a l l e g ia n c e  to  th e  r a d i c a l  b ran d  
o f a b o l i t io n is m  p r a c t i c e d  in  New H am pshire. L ike  P i l l s b u r y ,  Beach 
was an o rd a in e d  C o n g re g a tio n a l m i n i s t e r ,  s e r v in g  th e  r e s id e n t s  o f  
Campton, New H am pshire. As an a rd e n t  d e fe n d e r  o f  c o lo n iz a t io n  
p r in c ip l e s ,  he  had r e s i s t e d  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  a s s a u l t  on t h a t
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" p e m ic io u s "  d o c t r in e  u n t i l  S tep h en  F essen d en  o f  M aine u rg ed  him
to  read  G a r r i s o n 's  T houghts on A fr ic a n  C o lo n iz a t io n . Once h a v in g
read  i t ,  he became an o u tsp o k en  a b o l i t i o n i s t  to  th e  p o in t  t h a t ,  by
the  e a r ly  1 8 4 0 's ,  h e  was a  f irm  s u p p o r te r  o f  R o g e rs ' and G a r r i s o n 's
7
n o n - r e s is ta n c e  d o c t r in e s .  H is  e x i t  from  " c l e r i c a l  th ra ld o m "  was 
more d ra m a tic  th a n  e i t h e r  R o g e r s ',  F o s t e r 's  o r  P i l l s b u r y 's .  R ogers 
and F o s te r  l e f t  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  ch u rch es  a s  laym en, w h ile  P i l l s b u r y  
was d ism isse d  by h i s  c o n g re g a tio n . B each , how ever, a s  a  m in i s t e r  in  
good s ta n d in g , d is m is se d  h im s e lf  in  th e  summer o f  1841 b e fo re  a  
s t a r t l e d  Campton C o n g re g a tio n . D enouncing h i s  p r o f e s s io n ,  he  
stepped  down from  th e  p u l p i t  and in fo rm ed  th e  c o n g re g a tio n  t h a t  he  
d id  n o t e x p e c t them to  pay him  th e  re m a in in g  two hundred  d o l l a r s  
of h is  s a l a r y .  M in i s t e r s ,  he  s a i d ,  who have need  o f  a c o n t r a c t  
had l i t t l e  f a i t h .  Upon le a r n in g  o f B e a c h 's  u n u su a l a c t i o n ,  R ogers 
p ra is e d  him , n o t in g  th a t  T. P a rn e l Beach " s ta n d s  now redeem ed,
g
re g e n e ra te d , and d i s e n t h r a l l e d . "  F o llo w in g  th e  c o u rse  o f  F o s te r  
and P i l l s b u r y ,  Beach s c o u re d  th e  s t a t e ,  h a ra n g u in g  c i t i z e n s  on th e  
e v i l s  o f s la v e r y  and i t s  c h ie f  d e fe n d e r ,  th e  c le r g y .
W ith R ogers f l a y in g  away a t  th e  c l e r g y ,  th e  S t a t e ,  and s la v e r y  
th rough  h i s  new spaper co lum ns, and w ith  F o s te r ,  P i l l s b u r y  and Beach 
" in  the. f i e l d , "  th e  New H am pshire c o n t in g e n t  o f  r a d i c a l s  p ro v id e d  
a p o w erfu l a n t i - s l a v e r y  and a n t i - c l e r i c a l  f r o n t .  But w h ile  th e s e  
fo u r "so n s  o f th u n d e r"  w ere  th e  m o lders  and l e a d e r s ,  o th e r  r a d i c a l s  
faced  s im i la r  c irc u m s ta n c e s  w i th in  t h e i r  ch u rch es  and com m unities . 
These r a d i c a l s  l e f t  t h e i r  c h u rch es  under t h e i r  own pow er, o r  w ere 
excom m unicated f o r  t h e i r  in t r a n s ig e n c e  and o u tsp o k e n n e s s . In  e i t h e r  
c ase , once gone from  th e  c h u rc h , th e y  c o n tr ib u te d  num erous a r t i c l e s
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to th e  H e ra ld , L ib e r a to r  and  o th e r  p a p e rs  o r ,  on o c c a s io n ,  jo in e d  
F o s te r ,  P i l l s b u r y  and Beach, in  th e  f i e l d .  Many more rem ained  i n  t h e i r  
community, a t t a c k in g  s la v e r y  and th e  "T u rk ish  c le r g y "  w hich  b o l s t e r e d  
the  i n s t i t u t i o n .
W hile i t  i s  n o t n e c e s s a ry  to  d w e ll on e v e ry  c a s e ,  i t  i s  w o rth w h ile  
to  exam ine a few o f  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  th e s e  co m e-o u te rs  o r  excommuni­
can ts  in  o rd e r  to  i l l u s t r a t e  th e  ex trem es to  w h ich  th e  r a d i c a l  
New H a m p sh ir ite s  w e n t. In  m ost c a s e s ,  a n t i - s l a v e r y  p r i n c i p l e s  w ere 
mixed w ith  n o n - r e s i s t a n t  and a n t i - c l e r i c a l  o n e s , b u t  upon o c c a s io n  
th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  e lem en t was s u b o rd in a te  to  th e  o th e r  tw o. R ogers 
o c c a s io n a lly  com plained  a b o u t such, m a t t e r s ,  a l th o u g h  he d id  p o in t  
out th a t  th e s e  i s s u e s  w ere  in e x o ra b ly  c o n n e c te d , f o r  a  t r u e  a n t i ­
s la v e ry  man co u ld  n o t have  fe l lo w s h ip  w ith  a  h e a th e n is h  c le r g y .
In f a c t ,  R ogers c la im ed  t h a t  th o se  who l e f t  th e  c h u rc h  b e c a u se  o f  
n o n - r e s i s ta n t  p r i n c i p l e s  o n ly — few er th a n  th o s e  who l e f t  b e c a u se  o f 
a b o l i t i o n i s t  and n o n - r e s i s t a n t  p r i n c i p l e s —w ere en g ag in g  in  a n t i ­
s la v e ry  te c h n iq u e s .
In d eed , i t  m a tte re d  l i t t l e  i f  one l e f t  th e  c h u rc h  f o r  re a so n s  
o th e r  th an  s t r i c t l y  a b o l i t i o n i s t  o n e s , p ro v id e d  th e y  w ere  l in k e d  
w ith  them. T h is  p r a c t i c e  was f i r s t  co n ce iv ed  and n u r tu r e d  by 
r a d ic a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  F or in s t a n c e ,  Jo sh u a  L unt "came o u t"  o f  th e  
Somersworth C o n g re g a tio n a l C hurch n o t b e c a u se  o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
p r in c ip le s  b u t  b e c a u se  o f  n o n - r e s i s t a n t  o n e s . N e v e r th e le s s ,  R ogers 
re p o r te d  th e  s to r y  s in c e  s u c h  in c id e n t s  w ere c r u c i a l  i n  to p p l in g  
th e  c le rg y . Even i f  some o f  th e  p u re ly  n o n - r e s i s t a n t  co m e-o u te rs  
w ere n o t aw are o f  t h e i r  im p o rtan c e  to  r a d i c a l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  t a c t i c s ,  
Rogers i n s i s t e d  t h a t  th e y  p ro v id e d  a m uch-needed blow  a g a in s t
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slavi.sh. a u th o r i ty .
Benjam in Chase was m ore t y p i c a l  o f  th e  co m e-o u te r s p i r i t ,  f o r  
he was an a b o l i t i o n i s t  and a  n o n - r e s i s t a n t  who, upon le a v in g  th e  
C hester P r e s b y te r ia n  C hurch , rem ain ed  in  th e  community and w ro te  
numerous a n t i - s l a v e r y  and a n t i - c l e r i c a l  a r t i c l e s  f o r  th e  H e ra ld  o f  
Freedom. C h a se 's  c a s e  was g iv e n  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  sp ac e  in  th e  H era ld  
because  he was a r u l i n g  e ld e r  a t  th e  tim e  o f h i s  w ith d ra w a l. For a 
man o f h i s  s t a t i o n  to  com e-out o f  th e  ch u rc h  r e p r e s e n te d  a  c l e a r  
rebuke to  i t s  m in i s t r y ,  and may w e ll  have  s e rv e d  as a w arn in g  to  
clergym en e lse w h e re . C e r ta in ly  C h a se 's  a c t io n s  r i v a l e d  B e a c h 's  
w ithd raw al from  th e  m in i s t r y .
Chase had jo in e d  th e  P r e s b y te r ia n  Church th in k in g  t h a t  i t  was 
founded upon th e  g o s p e ls ,  b u t  by th e  w in te r  o f  1841 he  had second  
th o u g h ts . In d e e d , he f e l t  t h a t  p r a c t i c e s  w i th in  th e  P r e s b y te r ia n  
church b o th  in  C h e s te r  and e lse w h e re  i n  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  w ere 
"opposed to  th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  g o sp e l"  and " a l t o g e th e r  a t  v a r ia n c e  
w ith  p u re  C h r i s t i a n i t y . "  L ik e  m ost n o n - r e s i s t a n t s ,  he  r e s e n te d  th e  
v a rio u s  r u l in g  b o d ie s  w i th in  th e  ch u rch  s t r u c t u r e  s in c e  th ey  d e f ie d  
th e  B ib l i c a l  p re c e p t  t h a t  "one i s  yo u r m a s te r ,  even  C h r i s t ,  and 
a l l  ye a re  b r e th r e n "  (M att 2 3 :8 ) .  C h a se 's  re s e n tm e n t o f  r u l i n g  
b o d ies  ex ten d ed  to  th e  m in i s t e r  h im s e l f .  The q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  
th o se  who w ere chosen  to  p re a c h  u s u a l ly  c o n s is te d  o f  c o l le g e  d ip lo m a s , 
knowledge of a n c ie n t  la n g u a g e s  and o th e r  u n n e c e ssa ry  c r i t e r i a .  For 
Chase, such  t r a p p in g s  had  l i t t l e  to  do w ith  p re a c h in g  G od 's w ord.
Even more d i s t u r b i n g  was th e  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rc h 's  s ta n c e  on 
th e  s la v e ry  i s s u e .  As a  P r e s b y te r ia n  Chase had r e jo i c e d  t h a t  th e  
G eneral Assembly h ad  tw ic e  denounced s l a v e r y ,  a s  a " g ro s s  v i o l a t i o n
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of th e  moat s a c re d  r i g h t s  o f  human n a t u r e , "  once i n  1794 and a g a in  
in  1818. One. w ould e x p e c t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  excom m unication  a w a ite d  
a l l  th o se  who w ere  g u i l t y  o f  s la v e h o ld in g .  B u t, Chase n o te d ,  th ey  
rem ained in  th e  c h u rc h  and th e  c h u rc h  d id  n o th in g  to  a l t e r  th e  
s i t u a t i o n .  In  f a c t ,  th e  P r e s b y te r ia n  Assem bly o f  1841 chose  to  
ig n o re  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  d e b a te ,  v o t in g  in s te a d  to  r e tu r n  unopened 
a l l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  p e t i t i o n s . C oncerned more w i th  p la c a t in g  s o u th e rn  
P re s b y te r ia n s  th a n  a t t a c k in g  s l a v e r y ,  th e  G e n era l Assembly v i o l a t e d  
the  p r in c ip le s  o f  1794 and 1818.
W orse, even  l o c a l  c h u rc h es  w ere  r e l u c t a n t  to  p a ss  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
r e s o lu t io n s  a n d , in  some c a s e s ,  d e fen d ed  th e  e v i l .  By re c o n g iz in g  
p ro - s la v e ry  e le m e n ts  w i th in  P r e s b y te r ia n is m , th e  c h u rch  was 
"th row ing  th e  m a n tle  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  around  th em ."  In  l i g h t  o f  
1794 and 1818— n o t to  m en tion  th e  s c r i p t u r e s — t h i s  was th e  w o rs t 
k ind  of h y p o c r is y .  By th e  e a r ly  1 8 4 0 's  i t  was obv ious to  Chase 
th a t  he w o rsh ip ed  a  d i f f e r e n t  C h r is t  th a n  th e  o rg a n iz e d  c h u rc h . 
T h e re fo re , he  r e q u e s te d  " th a t  no t i t l e ,  c i v i l  o r  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  be 
h e n c e fo rth  bestow ed  upon m e ."  A f te r  ren o u n c in g  h i s  p o s i t i o n  as 
ru l in g  e l d e r ,  h e  ren o u n ced  P r e s b y te r ia n is m  i t s e l f  b u t  n o t  C h r i s t i a n i ty .  
I f  o th e r s  in  th e  C h e s te r  ch u rch  d id  n o t fo llo w  him from  th e  c h u rc h , 
they w ere l i v i n g  a l i e :  th ey  w ere w o rsh ip ing ; a d o c t r in e  b e r e f t  
of C h r is t ia n  p r i n c i p l e s  and th e y  w ere ru n n in g  th e  r i s k  o f  b e in g  
condemned on judgm ent d ay . But f o r  Chase " . . .  my s k i r t s  a re  
c le a r  o f th e  b lo o d  o f  yo u r s o u l s .
L ik ew ise , Simon T e r r y ,  fo llo w in g  R o g e rs ' p r e s c r i p t i o n s ,  l e f t  
th e  Concord M e th o d is t C hurch  a f t e r  d e s p a i r in g  o v e r i t s  i n a c t i v i t y  
in  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  c a u se . The s e c t a r i a n  c h u rc h , T e rry  c o n c lu d e d ,
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stood in the way of abolitionism "forming a kind of sectarian-church-
11m i l i t a n t ,  o r ,  m i l i t a r y  ’h o llo w  s q u a r e ' f o r  th e  m o n s te r 's  p r o t e c t i o n . "
In C o rn ish , a s im i l a r  i n c id e n t  o c c u r re d  when an u n id e n t i f i e d
a b o l i t i o n i s t  w ith d rew  from  th e  to w n 's  B a p t i s t  Church b e c a u se  th a t
body re fu s e d  to  denounce w ar and s la v e r y .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  th e  m in is te r
had c o n t in u a l ly  t o l e r a t e d  in te m p e ra n ce  and th e  " a r i s t o c r a t i c
p r in c ip le s  and p r a c t i c e s "  among church  m em bers. T h e r e f o r e , th e
d is t r a u g h t  member "w ithd rew " from  th e  c h u rc h , s t a t i n g :  " I  ch arg e
12you w ith  a b reach , o f  convenan t w i th  m e."
Not a l l  co m e-o u te rs  l e f t  t h e i r  c h u rc h es  v o l u n t a r i l y ; many w ere
excom m unicated. A b o l i t i o n i s t  L u th e r  M elandy was excom m unicated from
the  Amherst C o n g re g a tio n a l Church b e ca u se  he r e fu s e d  to  ta k e  communion
and b ecau se  he  was in s t r u m e n ta l  in  b r in g in g  th e  r a d i c a l  n o n - r e s i s t a n t
Henry C. W righ t to  th e  com m unity. When M elandy was excom m unicated,
ten  o th e r s  fo llo w e d  him o u t o f  th e  chu rch  in  p r o t e s t .  M elan d y 's
a t t i t u d e  was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  co m e-o u te rism  in  New H am pshire:
. . .  I  have  no c o m p la in ts  to  make. I  am g la d  i t  i s  done, 
and th a t  I  am now s e p a r a te d ,  n e v e r ,  I  th in k ,  to  come under 
su ch  a yoke a g a in .  I  am s e p a r a te d  noi; o n ly  from  th e  Am herst 
C o n g re g a tio n a l C hurch, b u t  from  th e  C o n g re g a tio n a l s e c t ,  
and a l l  o th e r  r e l i g i o u s  s e c t s  and d e n o m in a tio n s , h o ld in g  
them  a l l  to  be  a t  w ar w ith  th e  t r u e  Church o f  C h r i s t . ^
In  s im i l a r  f a s h io n ,  a  man in  P o rtsm o u th  was excom m unicated by 
the  N orth  C o n g re g a tio n a l Church f o r  c r i t i c i z i n g  th e  p r o - s la v e r y  
n a tu re  o f th e  com m unicants and , in  O rfo rd , Henry Todd was excommuni­
ca ted  f o r  u rg in g  h i s  c o n g re g a tio n  to  r e c e iv e  T. P a rn e l  B each , who 
was sch e d u le d  to  sp ea k  in  th e  town. In  th e  l a t t e r  c a s e ,  th r e e  
deacons o f  th e  church  to o k  i t  upon th e m se lv e s  to  excom m unicate Todd, 
who th e y  f e l t  was d i s r e s p e c t f u l ,  " d is o r g a n iz in g  and h e r e t i c a l .
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W hether one w ith d rew  from  th e  ch u rch  v o l u n t a r i l y  o r  was 
excom m unicated, th e  e v id e n c e  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  i t  in v o lv e d  a  c e r t a i n  
amount o f  p e r s o n a l  angu ish , and p a in ed  r e f l e c t i o n .  P e r s i s  Seavey 
and h e r  husband  l e f t  th e  Loudon C o n g re g a tio n a l Church o v e r a number 
of i s s u e s ,  b u t  th e  m ajo r im p e tu s  was th e  R everend J o n a th a n  Le B o sq u e t 's  
d e n u n c ia tio n  o f  R o g ers , P i l l s b u r y  and th e  "company o f  f o o ls  and 
l i a r s "  i n h a b i t in g  th e  New H am pshire A n ti-S la v e ry  S o c ie ty .  The 
Seaveys l e f t  th e  ch u rc h  b u t  d id  so r e l u c t a n t l y .  P e r s i s  was b o rn  
and r a i s e d  i n  Loudon and was a l i f e - l o n g  member o f  th e  C o n g re g a tio n a l 
Church. Her c h ild h o o d  f r i e n d s  w ere members and sh e  had  no p e r s o n a l  
q u a r re l  w ith  them . By le a v in g  h e r  chu rch  P e r s i s  abandoned a  p a r t  
of h e r s e l f ;  sh e  was tu r n in g  h e r  back  to  an i n s t i t u t i o n  w h ich  had 
molded h e r  o u tlo o k  and gave m eaning to  h e r  l i f e .  But sh e  and h e r  
husband re a c h e d  th e  d e c is io n  th a t  Le B osquet and h i s  c o n g re g a tio n  
were a l l  s i n n e r s .  P e r s i s  and h e r  husband  c o u ld  n o t  e sc a p e  from  
th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  o b je c t  o f  th e  ch u rch  was "n o t t h a t  th e  in d iv id u a l  
may grow in  g ra c e , b u t  to  keep up d i s t i n c t i o n s  i n  s o c i e t y . "  H ence, 
to  keep f irm  to  t h e i r  a n t i - s l a v e r y  and n o n - r e s i s ta n c e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  
th e  Seaveys w i th d r e w .^
Tire im pact o f  th e  c o m e-o u te rs  was n o t l o s t  upon th e  New 
Hampshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  R ogers and h i s  H e ra ld  waxed e n t h u s i a s t i c  
over th e  number o f  church, w ith d ra w a ls  o c c u r r in g  w i th in  th e  s t a t e ,  
fo r  i t  was a  s u re  s ig n  th a t  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s e n tim e n t was in c r e a s in g . ^  
" S e lf -e m a n c ip a tio n  from  th e  p r is o n  house  o f  S e c ta r ia n is m  and c l e r i c a l  
e n s la v e m e n t,"  re a d  one e x a g g e ra te d  e d i t o r i a l  in  th e  H e ra ld , " a re  
becoming as  common as e sc a p e s  from  th e  South  i n to  Canada. And 
i t  was in c r e a s in g ly  c l e a r  t h a t  R o g ers , F o s te r ,  P i l l s b u r y  and Beach
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had a g r e a t  d e a l  to  do w ith , e n c o u ra g in g  su ch  a c t i o n .  One woman from  
E x e te r "cam e-ou t"  a f t e r  h e a r in g  F o s te r  and P i l l s h u r y  s t a t e  t h a t  sh e  
must r e j e c t  s la v e r y  and a l l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  s u s ta in e d  i t ,  in c lu d in g
L  t .  18the  ch u rch es .
The co m e-o u ter s p i r i t  o f  th e  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  was 
in je c te d  in to  g e n e r a l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  m e e tin g s  w henever R o g ers , P i l l s b u r y ,  
or F o s te r  w ere in  a t ta n d a n c e .  No r e s o lu t io n  c o u ld  be  p a sse d  b e f o r e  
one o f  th e  New H am pshire group w ould u r g e n t ly  c a l l  f o r  a l l  a b o l i t i o n ­
i s t s  to  com e-out o f  t h e i r  c h u rc h e s . At th e  E ssex  coun ty  
(M assach u se tts) a n t i - s l a v e r y  c o n v e n tio n , f o r  exam ple, P i l l s b u r y  
re so lv ed  t h a t :
. . . th e  S e c ta r ia n  c o rp o ra t io n s  and o th e r  b o d ie s  c a l l e d  
chu rches . . . have shown th em se lv es  to  be l i k e  B abylon in  
A p o c a ly p tic  v i s i o n , — th e  h a b i t a t i o n  o f d e v i l s , — th e  h o ld  
o f ev ery  fo u l  s p i r i t , — and a cage o f ev ery  u n c le a n  and 
h a t e f u l  b i r d ;  and i t  i s  th e  im p e rio u s  d u ty  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
to  come o u t o f  them th a t  th e y  be  n o t p a r ta k e r s  in  t h e i r  
s i n ,  and t h a t  th ey  r e c e iv e  n o t t h e i r  p la g u e s .
Not a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere c o n f o r ta b le  w ith  th e  c o m e -o u te rs ,
e s p e c ia l ly  a f t e r  R o g e rs ' in c r e a s in g  in s i s t a n c e  t h a t  to  be  a  t r u e
a b o l i t i o n i s t  one m ust w ith d raw  from  th e  c h u rc h . The h a r s h e s t
c r i t i c i s m  o f th e  co m e-o u ter t a c t i c  was l e v e l l e d  by D avid Lee C h ild ,
e d i to r  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  A n ti-S la v e ry  S ta n d a rd . C o n s e rv a tiv e , W h ig g ish ,
and p r o - p o l i t i c a l ,  C h ild  had  n e v e r th e le s s  rem ained  w ith  th e  o ld
o rg a n iz a t io n ,  b u t  r e p re s e n te d  i t s  m ost c o n s e rv a t iv e  w ing . R ogers
never c a red  f o r  C h ild  p e r s o n a l ly  and had e a r ly  c r i t i c i z e d  th e  New
2oYork p ap e r f o r  b e in g  f a i n t - h e a r t e d  and m ild . F or h i s  p a r t ,
C hild  d i s l i k e d  th e  co m e-o u ter t a c t i c  f o r  i t  m eant n o t  o n ly  coming 
out o f c h u rc h e s , b u t o u t o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  as w e l l .
D ecry ing  co m e-o u terism  as a  "sh am ,"  C h ild  a rg u ed  t h a t  i t  may
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not suit every abolitionist in the country to leave his church and
to  renounce a l l  p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n s .  To fo r c e  t h i s  t a c t i c  upon
a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s — as C h ild  im p lie d  th e  New H am pshire group was
a tte m p tin g — was n o t c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  AASS;
i t  was d e s t r u c t i v e  o f  in d iv id u a l  freedom  and th e  b ro a d  p la t fo rm  o f
the  o ld  o r g a n iz a t io n .  A b o l i t i o n i s t s  do n o t ,  o r  sh o u ld  n o t ,  f o r c e
d i s t i n c t io n  b a se d  on c re e d , w h e th e r t h a t  b e  C a lv in ism , F o u r ie r is m ,
C a th o lic ism  o r " F o s te r  -  and -  B each ism ."  C h id ing  th e  so n s  o f
th u n d e r, h e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  " a l l  a r e  e q u a l on th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  p la t fo rm ,"
and th a t  th e y  had  no r i g h t  to  " in t r u d e  th e s e  o p in io n s  upon th e
a b o l i t io n  p la t f o r m ."  I f  an a b o l i t i o n i s t  i s  a  n o n - r e s i s t a n t  th e n  l e t
him j o in  a n o n - r e s i s t a n t  s o c i e t y ;  i f  h e  i s  a F o u r i e r i s t ,  th e n  l e t
him j o in  th e  F o u r i e r i s t  movement. "H is a b o l i t i o n  c h a r a c te r  w i l l
•nofc.be b le m ish ed  by any o r  a l l  o f  th e s e  t h in g s ,  n o r h i s  r i g h t s  as
a member o f  o u r S o c ie ty  d e s tro y e d  o r  im p a ir e d ."  He w en t on to
com plain ab o u t th e  z e a lo u s n e s s  o f  th e  co m e-o u te rs  by i n s i s t i n g  t h a t
no in d iv id u a l  had  th e  r i g h t  to  u se  th e  t im e , n ew sp ap e rs , m e e t in g s ,
funds, and in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  AASS " to  p ro p a g a te  o r  recommend h i s
views o f  any g e n e ra l  o r  o th e r  p a r t i c u l a r  re fo rm , how ever i n t e r e s t i n g ,
d e s i r a b le ,  and f e a s i b l e ,  i t  may seem to  b e . "  C o n tin u in g , C h ild  n o te d
th a t  p o l i t i c s  was a  f r u i t f u l  avenue to  p u rsu e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  g o a ls ,
21e s p e c ia l ly  in d e p en d e n t n o m in a tio n s .
C h i ld 's  d i r e c t  a tta c k -  on th e  co m e-o u te rs  was th e  c u lm in a tio n  o f  
v e i le d  s n ip in g  and g e n e r a l  an tag o n ism  be tw een  th e  New H am pshire 
group and more c o n s e rv a t iv e  e lem en ts  w i th in  th e  o ld  o r g a n iz a t io n .  
R o g ers ' o p in io n  o f  C h ild  and th e  N a tio n a l  A n ti-S la v e ry  S ta n d a rd  h av e  
been a d d re s se d  above. But o th e r s  w i th in  th e  movement w ere v o ic in g
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t h e i r  o p in io n s  o f  bo th . R ogers  and C h ild . I t  was th e  M a ssa c h u se tts  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  le d  by  G a r r is o n , who c o n t in u a l ly  so u g h t to  sm ooth 
ru f f le d  f e a th e r s  and to  a ssu a g e  b r u i s e d  egos i n  th e  a tte m p t to  a v o id  
an o u t r ig h t  s p l i t  r e m in is c e n t  o f  1840. In  th e  summer o f 1842,
G arriso n , c i t i n g  th e  S ta n d a rd  and H e ra ld  as  exam ples o f  th e  two 
extrem es w i th in  th e  o ld  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  adm onished h i s  f e l lo w  a b o l i t i o n ­
i s t s  to  end h a r s h  c r i t i c i s m  o f  one a n o th e r .  Some a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  
he o b se rv ed , th o u g h t th e  S ta n d a rd  was to o  l i t e r a r y  and needed  more 
f i r e ,  w h ile  o th e r s  b e l ie v e d  th a t  R ogers was to o  f i e r y  and t h a t  he  
was c o n d u c tin g  th e  H e ra ld  in  p o o r t a s t e .  G a r r i s o n 's  p o in t  was t h a t
b o th  f a c t io n s  c o u ld  w ork w i th in  th e  same fram ew ork and t h a t  AASS had
22no d e s i r e  to  m uzzle  any o f  t h e i r  s e p a r a te  e n t e r p r i s e s .
But C h i ld 's  w o rr ie d  re s p o n se  to  th e  in c r e a s in g  r a d ic a l i s m  o f
the  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  e l i c i t e d  o th e r  v o ic e s ,  m ost o f  them
seek in g  to  a v o id  a  n a rro w in g  o f th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  p la tfo rm . Two
weeks a f t e r  C h i ld 's  a r t i c l e  was r e p r in t e d  in  th e  L i b e r a t o r , "M.C.W."
t r i e d  to  r e a s s u r e  C h ild  and o th e r  " c o n s e r v a t iv e s "  t h a t  th e  AASS
would n e v e r  e x c lu s iv e ly  p ro p a g a te  th e  " u l t r a "  p o s i t i o n  a t  th e
expense o f  o th e r s — " th e  h o u r  t h a t  i t  does s o ,  i t  n e c e s s a r i l y  d i e s , " —
im plying  th a t  w h ile  i t  was a c c e p ta b le  f o r  New H a m p sh ir ite s  to
embrace " u l t r a "  p r o p o s a ls ,  th e  S o c ie ty  would n e v e r  narrow  i t s  b a se  
23s o le ly  f o r  them . In  s i m i l a r  f a s h io n ,  Edmund Quincy n o te d  th a t  
th e re  was g r e a t  c o n fu s io n  a b o u t th e  co m e-o u ter s ta n c e  and th e  AASS 
r o le  in  such  r a d i c a l  m e a su re s . W hile a t te m p tin g  to  be  ev en -h an d ed , 
Q u in cy 's  rem arks w ere n e v e r th e le s s  c l e a r l y  d i r e c te d  a g a in s t  R ogers 
and th e  New H am pshire c o m e -o u te rs , a  group w ith  w hich  th e  B o s to n ia n  
was g ra d u a l ly  lo s in g  p a t i e n c e .  E choing  C h ild , Quincy was e s p e c ia l l y
-206-
d is tu rh e d  w ith. Rogers* d o c t r i n a i r e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  m ust 
le av e  ch u rch es  and p a r t i e s  in  o rd e r  to  end s l a v e r y .  " A n t i - s la v e r y  
has no r i g h t  to  demand o f  any m an ," l e c t u r e d  Q uincy , " to  g iv e  up 
any o f h i s  o p in io n s  o r  p r a c t i c e s — e x c e p tin g  so f a r  a s  th e y  s ta n d  
in  th e  way o f  th e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y . "  For in s t a n c e ,  i n d iv id u a l s  
could w ork w i th in  a  p a r t y  to  p u r i f y  i t ,  and th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  cause  
does n o t— n o r d id  i t  e v e r— demand t h a t  an a b o l i t i o n i s t  le a v e  i t .  
Democrat Thomas E a r le  and Whig D avid Lee C h ild  w ere b o th  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  
b u t th ey  r e fu s e d  to  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  p a r ty  i f  i t  h in d e re d  t h e i r  a b o l i t i o n ­
ism o r prom oted p r o - s l a v e r y .  These men, s a id  Q uincy , w ere n o t  s u b je c t  
to  cen su re  by any a b o l i t i o n i s t .  L ik e w ise , i f  a  member o f  a chu rch  
f e e ls  u n c o m fo rta b le  w i th  h i s  c h u rc h ’s  p r o - s la v e r y  s t a n c e ,  th e n  to  
come-out o f  i t  i s  to  b e  a p p la u d e d . But i f  one chose  to  s t a y  w i th in  
the church  to  p u r i f y  i t ,  th e n  th a t  to o  was a c c e p ta b le .  In  a  more 
p o in te d  comment u n d o u b ted ly  d i r e c t e d  a t  R ogers and th e  r a d i c a l s ,  
he p ro c la im ed  th a t
a n t i - s l a v e r y  h as  no r i g h t  to  demand o f a  man to  g iv e  up 
h i s  M ethodism , C o n g re g a tio n a lism , U n ita r ia n is m  o r 
U n iv e rs a lis m , h i s  b e l i e f  i n  c h u rc h , m in i s t r y ,  o r  
S ab b a th , any more th a n  i t  h a s  to  demand th e  r e c e p t io n  
o f  any o f  th e s e  o p in io n s .
U n d en iab ly , co m e-o u te rism — as r e q u ir e d  b e h a v io r—was n o t 
applauded by m ost New E ngland  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  and th e  v o c if e ro u s  
p ro p a g a tio n  o f  su ch  m ethods s e rv e d  to  a l i e n a t e  a segm ent o f  th e  
a n t i - s l a v e r y  a d h e r e n ts ,  ra n g in g  from  th e  c o n s e rv a t iv e  C h ild s  to  
th e  more G a r r i s o n ia n - o r ie n te d  Q uincy . However, such  r e a c t io n  d id  
no t d e te r  th e  New H am pshire g ro u p . C a s tin g  d e n u n c ia t io n s  and 
rehukes to  th e  w in d , th ey  began  to  engage in  " f r e e  s p e e c h ,"  a 
p r a c t i c e  w hich c a l l e d  f o r  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  to  a t t e n d  a church
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s e rv ic e  and , when th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  p re s e n te d  i t s e l f ,  to  r i s e  from  
the  pew to  a d d re s s  th e  c o n g re g a tio n s  and c le r g y  on th e  e v i l s  o f  
s la v e ry  and th e  c h u r c h 's  r o l e  in  b o l s t e r i n g  i t .  By th e  e a r ly  1 8 4 0 's ,  
the  d is r u p t io n  o f  th e  c h u rc h es  became th e  d i s t i n c t  s t y l e  o f  th e  
r a d ic a l  New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  an d , f o r  them , a n e c e s s a ry  
dev ice  in  th e  movement to  f r e e  th e  s l a v e .  F o s te r ,  P i l l s b u r y ,  Beach 
and a s s o r te d  l o c a l ,  l e s s  w e ll-k n o w n , r a d i c a l s  engaged in  such  
d is r u p t io n s ,  u s u a l ly  p r e c i p i t a t i n g  p h y s ic a l  a s s a u l t s  an d , i n  some 
c a se s , even j a i l  s e n te n c e s .
S tephen  F o s te r  was c e r t a i n l y  th e  m ost a c t i v e  in  th e  " f r e e  sp ee c h "
campaign. So p e r s i s t e n t  w ere h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  and so p r e d i c t a b l e  w ere
the  su b seq u en t "m o b o c ra tic "  r e a c t io n s  t h a t  many a b o l i t i o n i s t s  co u ld
not b r in g  th em se lv es  to  e n d o rse  such  m ethods. G a rr iso n  n o te d  w ith
some concern  t h a t  F o s te r  was " re m ark ab ly  s u c c e s s f u l  in  r a i s i n g  th e
s p i r i t  o f  m obocracy w h e rev e r he  g o e s ,"  G a rr iso n  seemed u n c o m fo rta b le
w ith  th e  " f r e e  sp eech "  cam paign , b u t  he  n o te d  to  h i s  w if e ,  t h a t  i t
was " u s e le s s  to  re a so n  w ith  him  w ith , any hope o f  a l t e r i n g  h i s  
,,25co u rse .
Nor was P a rk e r  P i l l s b u r y  any m ore th a n  F o s te r  a b le  to  be  
d issu ad ed  from  sp e a k in g  f r e e l y  i n  th e  h o u ses  o f  God. In  f a c t ,  th e  
two men o f te n  w orked in  tandem  e s p e c i a l l y  in  New H am pshire. One 
of th e  f i r s t  ch u rch es  F o s te r  and P i l l s b u r y  a t te n d e d  was th e  
C o n g reg a tio n a l church  i n  F r a n k l in ,  New H am pshire. When F o s te r  
s to o d  to  sp e a k , th e  R everend I s a a c  K n ig h t l e f t  th e  c h u rc h , p r i o r  
to  th e  end o f  th e  s e r v i c e ,  c a u s in g  an u p ro a r  and g e n e ra l  c o n fu s io n . 
A lthough, m ost o f  th e  c o n g re g a tio n  fo llo w e d  K nigh t from  th e  c h u rc h , 
F o s te r  c la im ed  th a t  th e y  w an ted  to  h e a r  him  sp ea k  b u t  w ere a f r a i d
-208-
of d is p le a s in g  " t h e i r  m a s te r ."
The two abolitionists were even less successful that same night
a t  a g e n e ra l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  m ee tin g  in  th e  tow n. H eck led  by th e
audience and th r e a te n e d  w i th  p h y s ic a l  a b u se , F o s te r  and P i l l s b u r y
were fo rc e d  to  d i s c o n t in u e  t h e i r  d i s c u s s io n .  Such b e h a v io r  w as,
in  F o s t e r 's  o p in io n , th e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  R everend K n ig h t 's  d i s p le a s u r e
w ith  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  movement i n  g e n e r a l .  " I s  n o t th e  mob a la rm in g
p ro o f ,"  F o s te r  a sk ed  K n ig h t ,"  t h a t  you  a r e  c o -o p e ra t in g  w ith  f r i e n d s
from p e r d i t io n  in  th e  p e r p e tu i ty  o f  s l a v e r y ,  and n o t  w ith  R ogers
26and h i s  c o a d ju to r s  in  i t s  o v e rth ro w ?"
F o s te r  was co n v in ced  t h a t  in d iv id u a l  clergym en fom ented  an g ry
mobs. A f te r  i n t e r r u p t i n g  th e  s e r v ic e  o f  th e  R everend C aleb T racy ,
the  C o n g re g a tio n a l m in i s t e r  a t  Boscawen P la in ,  F o s te r  was e s c o r te d
from th e  ch u rch  upon th e  d i r e c t  o rd e r s  o f  T rac y . The n e x t  Sunday,
F o s te r  r e tu r n e d ,  o n ly  t h i s  tim e  th e  m e e tin g  was c o n v e r te d  " in to  an
i n f u r i a t e d  mob" w ith  F o s te r  b e in g  "d rag g ed "  from  th e  ch u rch . The
Reverend T rac y , and n o t  F o s t e r ,  was r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  " th e s e  m o b o c ra tic
27and h e a th e n is h  p ro c e e d in g s ."
O ften  ch u rch es  b ro u g h t c h a rg e s  a g a in s t  F o s te r ,  le a d in g  in e v i t a b ly  
to  f in e s  o r  j a i l  s e n te n c e s .  But F o s te r — as w e l l  as  o th e r  New 
Hampshire r a d i c a l s — re f u s e d  to  pay any f i n e  and he  even  in s t r u c t e d  
h is  f r i e n d s  n o t to  pay , f o r  w hat b e t t e r  way to  i l l u s t r a t e  th e  s l a v e 's  
p l ig h t  th a n  th ro u g h  in c a r c e r a t io n ?  T hus, in  th e  s p r in g  o f  1842, 
the  deacons and m in is te r  o f  th e  Nashua B a p t i s t  Church b ro u g h t c h a rg e s  
a g a in s t  F o s te r ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  h i s  sp e n d in g  a s h o r t  tim e  a t  th e  
H illsb o ro u g h  County J a i l .  T hree  women t r i e d  to  b a i l  him  o u t ,  b u t 
a cco rd in g  to  P i l l s b u r y ,  "h e  th in k s  and r i g h t l y  d o u b t le s s ,  t h a t  God
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28c a l l s  him to  s u f f e r .  He r e j o i c e s  i n  i t . "
F o s te r  c o n tin u e d  h i s  a c t i v i t y  and everyw here  re c e iv e d  s im i l a r
tre a tm e n t, w h e th e r from  a sm a ll church  o r  a l a r g e  o ne . He made a
s p e c ia l  e f f o r t  to  d i s r u p t  th e  m ost p r e s t i g io u s  c h u rc h es  in  th e  s t a t e .
The R everend D a n ie l B o u to n 's  N o rth  C o n g re g a tio n a l C hurch in  C oncord,
co n sid ered  by many to  be  th e  m ost i n f l u e n t i a l  C o n g re g a tio n a l church
in  th e  s t a t e ,  h a n d le d  th e  u n in v i te d  F o s te r  ro u g h ly ;  s e v e r a l  deacons
c o lla re d  F o s te r  and l i t e r a l l y  th rew  him  o u t th e  do o r and down th e  
29s te p s .  In  D over, F o s te r  in v ad ed  m ost o f  th e  c h u rc h es  w ith  th e
same r e s u l t s . He a ls o  a t te n d e d  v a r io u s  c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t  and new
o r g a n iz a t io n is t  m e e tin g s  th ro u g h o u t th e  a r e a  dem anding to  b e  h e a rd .
30His angry  a u d ien c e s  seldom  gave him a ch an ce .
Not c o n te n t  w i th  d i s r u p t in g  ch u rch es  i n  New H am psh ire , F o s te r  
t r a v e le d  th ro u g h o u t th e  n o r th e a s t  i n  o rd e r  t h a t  th e  "m ute" m igh t 
h ear h i s  m essage. From 1842 th ro u g h  1845, he  to o k  s e v e r a l  t r i p s  
to  th e  s t a t e  o f  New Y ork , and in  th e  summer o f  1843 was p h y s ic a l ly  
e je c te d  from  th e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r ia n  Church in  New York C ity .  In  
P h i la d e lp h ia ,  an im p o r ta n t Q uaker C o n g reg a tio n  overpow ered  F o s te r  
and to o k  him  to  th e  m a y o r 's  o f f i c e ,  dem anding t h a t  he  be a r r e s t e d .
In  P ro v id en c e , Rhode I s l a n d ,  F o s te r  was sav ed  from  a f r e n z ie d  mob 
by the- q u ic k  a c t io n  o f women a b o l i t i o n i s t s  who su rro u n d e d  him .
He was n o t so lu ck y  i n  P o r t l a n d ,  M aine, how ever. H is r e p u ta t io n  
preceded him to  t h a t  tow n, and th e  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere  w a i t in g  
fo r  th e  s l i g h t e s t  p ro v o c a tio n  to  s i l e n c e  h im . They d id  n o t h ave  a 
long w a i t .  At an a n t i - s l a v e r y  m ee tin g  c o n d u c te d , n o t in  a  chu rch  
b u t in  c i t y  h a l l ,  he  was i n t e r r u p t e d  w ith  h o o ts ,  s c re a m s , and 
numerous r o t t e n  e g g s . E nraged  o v e r F o s t e r 's  d e n u n c ia t io n  o f
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church.esj some c i t i z e n s  ru sh e d  th e  h a l l  c ry in g ,  "m urder t h e  damned
a b o l i t i o n i s t . "  A f te r  th e y  had  su cceed ed  i n  d i s r u p t in g  the. m e e tin g ,
about f iv e  hundred  an g ry  r e s i d e n t s  fo llo w e d  F o s te r  from  th e  h a l l ,
and a few w ere a b le  to  t e a r  h i s  c o a t  c o l l a r  and s t r i k e  him  a b o u t th e
face  and h ead . A cco rd in g  to  F o s te r ,  th e  o n ly  chance  h e  had  to  sav e
h is  l i f e  was to  s e e k  r e fu g e  in  th e  home o f  a woman a b o l i t i o n i s t .
Even though th e  moh fo llo w e d  him  t h e r e ,  i t  d id  n o t a t t a c k  h im , f o r
31the  Mayor o f P o r t la n d  a r r iv e d  in  tim e  to  d i s p e r s e  th e  crow d.
F o s te r  was n o t a lo n e  in  h i s  a s s a u l t  upon th e  c h u rc h e s . T. P a rn e l
Beach a ls o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  " sp e a k in g  f r e e l y "  a n d , a s  m igh t be  e x p e c te d ,
met th e  same f a t e  as  F o s te r .  P r o f e s s in g  to  be  " a  non-com m issioned
o f f i c e r  in  th e  c l e r i c a l  r a n k s ,"  B each c o n t in u a l ly  announced t h a t  h i s
one b u rn in g  d e s i r e  was to  chase  th e  c le r g y  from  th e  p u l p i t  i n t o  th e
pews w ith  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  c o n g re g a tio n . By " s ta n d in g  up" i n  c h u rc h ,
he hoped to  p e rsu a d e  the. p eo p le  t h a t  " th e  p u l p i t  does n o t b e lo n g  to
C h r i s t i a n i ty .  I t  i s  a  m ere th in g  o f  human in v e n t io n  a t  th e  D e v i l ’s
i n s t i g a t i o n . "  Most c h u rc h  members, B each p ro c la im e d , w ould n o t
b e lie v e  t h a t  t h e i r  c le r g y  w ere imbued w ith , th e  s p i r i t  o f  " th e  s l a v e -
w hipper, u n le s s  th e y  sh o u ld  s e e  them s e i z e  and d ra g  from  th e  'te m p le
of God' an in n o c e n t b r o th e r  and d i s c i p l e  o f  J e s u s ,  w hose o n ly  crim e
32i s  th a t  he b e a r s  a f a i t h f u l  te s tim o n y  a g a in s t  s i n ! . '" '  * T hus, I f  i t  
took "d rag g in g  o u ts "  to  co n v in ce  th e  c o n g re g a tio n s  t h a t  th e  c le rg y  
were p r o - s la v e r y ,  th e n  Beach, was p re p a re d  to  do h i s  p a r t  i n  th e  
cru sad e .
A lthough he p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  th e  " f r e e  sp ee c h "  t a c t i c ,  he  d id
not e q u a l F o s te r ,  e i t h e r  in  th e  number o f  c h u rc h e s  he v i s i t e d  o r
33the. re sp o n se s  e l i c i t e d  from  th e  c o n g re g a tio n s . But In  th e  summer
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of 1842, Beach, engaged i n  two s e p a r a te  b u t  w id e ly  p u b l ic iz e d  
in c id e n ts  t h a t  s e rv e d  to  e le v a te  him  in  th e  movement, p la c in g  him  
on th e  p la tfo rm  o f  m artyrdom  w i th  F o s te r .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  b o th  i n c id e n t s  
o ccu rred  in  M a s sa c h u se tts .
The f i r s t  in c id e n t  to o k  p la c e  a t  Lynn w here a l l  fo u r  so n s  o f  
thunder— R o g ers , P i l l s b u r y ,  F o s te r  and Beach— w ere to  a t t e n d  an 
a n t i - s la v e r y  c o n v e n tio n . W hile in  th e  tow n, they  s to p p e d  u n in v i te d  
a t a Quaker m e e tin g , p resum ably  to  sp eak  i n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  s l a v e .  The 
c o n g reg a tio n  lo o k ed  " r id i c u lo u s "  to  R ogers b e ca u se  th e y  w ere s i t t i n g  
in  s i le n c e  and s e g r e g a te d  by s e x ;  th e y  lo oked  so  r i d i c u lo u s  t h a t  
Rogers was "ash am ed ."  Not lo n g  a f t e r  th e  fo u r  to o k  t h e i r  s e a t s ,
Beach a ro s e  and d e l iv e r e d  a f i f t e e n  m in u te  o r a t io n  on th e  p l i g h t  
of b la c k  s l a v e s .  E v e n tu a lly  s e v e r a l  o f  th e  " b ro a d -b r im s"  a sk ed  f o r  
s i le n c e ,  b u t  Beach r e f u s e d .  E x a s p e ra te d , th e  Q uakers s to o d ,  shook 
hands, and began  to  f i l e  o u t o f  th e  b u i ld in g .  Then F o s te r  a ro s e  
and began sp e a k in g . Some Q u ak ers , "u n ab le  to  b e a r  i t  any lo n g e r ,"  
tu rn ed  and c o l l a r e d  h im ; b u t more ev en -tem p e red  ones p r e v a i l e d  and 
persuaded  h i s  c a p to r s  to  r e l e a s e  F o s te r .  "W ith an am azing a u d a c i ty ,"  
F o s te r  th e n  c lim bed  a to p  th e  "High S e a t , "  h a ra n g u in g  h i s  a u d ie n c e . 
F lu s te r e d ,  b u t  "aw ed ,"  th e  Q uakers a llo w ed  F o s te r  to  c o n tin u e  and , 
when h e  was f i n i s h e d ,  l e f t  th e  b u i ld in g .  M eanw hile, Beach had 
rushed  to  th e  Lynn M e th o d is t ch u rch  w here he  was d rag g ed  o u t and , 
acco rd in g  to  h im , " s e r io u s ly  i n j u r e d . "  H aving d is p e n s e d  w ith  th e  
Q uakers, F o s te r  th e n  ra n  to  th e  Lynn B a p t i s t  chu rch  w here he  was 
chased i n to  a broom c l o s e t  u n d e rn e a th  th e  s t a i r s .  For th e  r a d i c a l s  
i t  was a g lo r io u s  a ch iev em en t, and th ey  had p h y s ic a l  p ro o f  o f  t h e i r
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a c t i v i t y :  a t  th e  han d s o f  th e  M e th o d is ts ,  B each had  r e c e iv e d  a
d is lo c a te d  thum b, w h ile  F o s te r  had had  h i s  c o a t c o l l a r  to r n  by th e
34Quakers and a s h i r t  c u f f  r ip p e d  by th e  B a p t i s t s .
W hile t h i s  in c id e n t  p roduced  o n ly  a  w ar o f  w ords i n  th e  p re s s
between th e  Q uakers and th e  r a d i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  th e  seco n d  in c id e n t
led  to  more s e r io u s  c o n se q u e n ce s , e s p e c ia l l y  f o r  T. P a rn e l  B each,
About a week a f t e r  th e  Lynn in c id e n t ,  he and F o s te r  t r a v e l e d  to
D anvers, M a s s a c h u s e tts ,  f o r  th e  s o le  p u rp o se  o f  i n t e r r u p t i n g  s e v e r a l
church s e r v i c e s .  W hile F o s te r  w ent to  South  D an v ers , B each rem ained
in  D anvers p ro p e r ,  w here h e  chose to  a t t e n d  th e  B a p t i s t  C hurch.
A lthough h e  and o th e r  New H am pshire r a d i c a l s  had  been  w arned  as
e a r ly  as A p r i l  by a  M a ssa c h u se tts  a l l y  t h a t  th e  D anvers B a p t i s t
Church was "u n d er th e  p r o te c t io n "  o f  th r e e  m i l i t i a  o f f i c e r s  and t h a t
they w ere w a i t in g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  su c h  i n t r u d e r s , B each  chose  to
35occupy th e  church  n e v e r t h e l e s s .
A f te r  i n t e r r u p t i n g  th e  s e r v i c e ,  Beach was e s c o r te d  from  th e  
church. I n s te a d  o f r e - e n t e r i n g ,  he  found  h i s  way to  th e  home o f 
J e s se  H arrim an , a  s y m p a th e tic  D anvers a b o l i t i o n i s t .  The town 
a u t h o r i t i e s  a r r iv e d  to  a r r e s t  th e  New H am pshire i n t r u d e r  b u t  when 
Harrim an r e f u s e d  to  s u r r e n d e r  B each, b o th  w ere  p la c e d  u n d e r a r r e s t .  
Harrim an was p la c e d  in  th e  Salem j a i l  w h ile  Beach w ent to  th e  
Newburyport j a i l .  But B each g o t a n o th e r  s u r p r i s e .  Not o n ly  had he  
been in d i c t e d  f o r  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  th e  D anvers B a p t i s t  C hurch ; he  
was a ls o  in d i c t e d  f o r  d i s r u p t in g  th e  Lynn Q uakers . When r e c o u n tin g  
th e  s to r y  in  th e  colum ns o f  th e  H e ra ld , H a rr im a n 's  ra g e  a t  th e  
" p e a c e fu l” Q uakers was n o t  s u p p re s s e d :  " I  f e e l ,  and th e  s la v e  f e e l s ,
th a t  i t  i s  h igh , tim e  t h i s  Quaker n e s t  sh o u ld  be  s t i r r e d  u p , and to
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36the very bottom too."
Rogers was even  m ore d is tu r b e d .  He b e l ie v e d  th a t  th e  Q uakers
were more advanced  th a n  o th e r  d e n o m in a tio n s , b u t  when " th e y  exp lo d ed
l ik e  so much gunpowder a t  him  [B each] . . .  i n  t h e i r  'q u i e t '  way"
i t  became o bv ious to  everyone  th a t  th e y  w ere s t i l l  im p riso n e d  by
s e c ta r ia n is m . The Q uakers co u ld  p r a c t i c e  " s im p le "  s p e e c h  and " q u ie t "
b e h a v io r , y e t  th e y  " a r e  f u l l  o f  v io le n c e  and m urder a l l  th e  w h i le " ;
in  f a c t ,  Q uakers " a r e  ra v e n in g  w o lv e s , w ith  th e  o th e r  m urderous
s e c ts  o f th e  d a y ."  Nor d id  R ogers f o r g e t  t h a t  th e  "Bloody B a p t i s t s "
were a ls o  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  B e a c h 's  im p riso n m en t: th ey  w ere  d ip p ed  in
37w ater b u t th e y  w ould p r e f e r  i t  to  be  human b lo o d .
H is to r ia n s  s e e k in g  a model f o r  the. m a rty r-co m p lex  e x h ib i te d
by a b o l i t i o n i s t s  need  lo o k  no f u r t h e r  th a n  T. P a rn e l  B each. H is
l e t t e r s  to  R ogers and G a r r is o n , as w e l l  as h i s  w r i t i n g s  i n  "A V oice
From J a i l , " — a s m a ll s h e e t  he  p ro duced  w h ile  im p riso n e d — abound in
s e l f - p i t y ,  m artyrdom , and s a i n t l i n e s s .  On th e  one hand h e  u rg ed
fe llo w  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  n o t to  p i t y  h im , f o r  th e  s p i r i t  o f  God s u s ta in e d
him. Y e t, on th e  o th e r ,  h e  c la im ed  t h a t  G a rr is o n  had somehow
n e g le c te d  h im , e i t h e r  by n o t  p r i n t i n g  l e t t e r s  o f s u p p o r t  a s  soon  as
they  came in to  h i s  B oston  o f f i c e ,  o r  by n o t d e v o tin g  s u f f i c i e n t
space in  th e  L ib e r a to r  to  h i s  p l i g h t .  Both c h a rg e s  w ere u n f a i r ,
fo r  G a rr iso n  had d ev o ted  h i s  own e d i t o r i a l s  to  th e  B each c a s e ,  as
38w e ll a s  p r i n t i n g  num erous l e t t e r s  from  Beach and h i s  s u p p o r te r s .
L ik e  F o s t e r ,  B each  r e v e le d  in  h i s  im p riso n m en t. " I  am w i l l i n g , "  
he w ro te  G a r r is o n , " to  t a s t e  h i s  [ th e  s l a v e 's ]  cup o f s u f f e r i n g s ,  
as w e l l  a s  h i s  t o i l . "  He was g la d  he was " c a g e d ,"  j u s t  as  th o s e  in  
s la v e ry  w ere caged . The " t r i a l s "  t h a t  he had  gone th ro u g h — in c lu d in g
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" s le e p le s s "  n ig h t s — made i t  p o s s ib le  " to  u t t e r  s e n t im e n ts  l i k e
th e s e ." Y e t, w h ile  he  would o f te n  a t t a c k  th e  Q uakers and B a p t i s t s
fo r  a llo w in g  a  man who sp o k e  a g a in s t  th e  g e n e r a l  e v i l s  o f  th e  day to
be locked  up w i th  " th e  t h i e f  and m u rd e re r ,"  Beach., l i k e  C h r i s t ,
prom ised th a t  h i s  enem ies " s h a l l  l i v e  in  my h e a r t ,  w h a te v e r  th e y  do 
-39to  me.
The B each c a se  soon becam e a  cau se  c e le b re  th ro u g h o u t New
Hampshire and n o r th e r n  M a s s a c h u s e tts .  "Beach R a l l i e s "  and s p e c i a l
conven tions w ere  h e ld  in  D an v ers , G eorgetow n, and N ew huryport,
M a ssa c h u se tts , as w e l l  a s  i n  M ilfo rd ,  New H am psh ire . At G eorgetow n,
th e  la r g e  tu rn o u t  ap p lau d ed  B each f o r  s t a t i n g  in  a l e t t e r  t h a t  h e  was
o v erjoyed  to  be  " p e r m it te d  to  s h a re  t h e i r  [ th e  s l a v e s ']  b o n d ag e ,"
w h ile  u rg in g  o th e r  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  to  l i v e  and s u f f e r — and , i f  n eed  b e ,
to  d ie — as J e s u s  d id .  The G eorgetown a u d ie n c e  was so  moved th a t  th ey
passed  s e v e r a l  v i t r i o l i c  a n t i - c l e r i c a l  r e s o lu t io n s  aim ed e s p e c ia l l y
40a t  th e  B a p t i s t s  and Q u ak ers . In  T h o rn to n , New H am psh ire , a b o l i t i o n ­
i s t s  condemned th e  c h u rc h es  f o r  im p r iso n in g  B each , whose o n ly  c rim e 
was to  obey " th e  d i c t a t e s  o f  h i s  c o n s c ie n c e ."  They c o n tin u e d  by 
d e c la r in g  t h a t  w henever B each , F o s te r  and o th e r s  w ere e j e c te d  from  
a chu rch  f o r  p re a c h in g  C h r i s t i a n  p r i n c i p l e s ,  th e n  th o s e  ch u rch es  
were "n o t o f  C h r is t  b u t  a r e  a n t i - C h r i s t . "  At L i t t l e t o n ,  New 
H am pshire, a b o l i t i o n i s t s  r e s o lv e d  th a t  th e  ch u rch  and s t a t e  c o o p e ra te d  
w ith  one a n o th e r  to  im p r iso n  men su ch  as F o s te r  and Beach and t h a t  
"we r e p u d ia te  a l l  f e l lo w s h ip  w i th  any sy stem  o f  r e l i g i o n  w hich makes 
C iv i l  Law th e  r u l e  o f  C h r i s t i a n  d u ty — w hich  r e l i e s  upon th e  S ta te  
fo r  p r o te c t io n — w hich f i n e s , im p r is o n s , hangs o r  s h o o t s , i t s  
supposed  e n e m ie s ."  L ik e w ise , th e  L i t t l e t o n  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w arned
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t h e i r  fe llo w  c i t i z e n s  " a g a in s t  su ch  a  r e l i g i o n ,  a s  a g a in s t  t h a t
41moral p o iso n  whose to u ch  i s  p o l l u t i o n , and w hose em brace i s  d e a th . "
The cru sad e  to  f r e e  Beach ended in  l a t e  Decem ber, 1842, when he
42was a llow ed  to  le a v e  j a i l .
W hile B each’s  c a se  w as th e  m ost p u b l i c i z e d ,  o th e r  le s se r-k n o w n  
New H am pshire r a d i c a l s  fa c e d  s i m i l a r  t r e a tm e n t ;  some even  e x p e r ie n c e d  
im prisonm ent. N at A lle n  and E r a s tu s  Brown, a  s a d d le r  and shoem aker 
r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  w ere bo th , a r r e s t e d  on A ugust 30 , 1842 i n  L i t t l e t o n ,
New H am pshire, f o r  " sp e a k in g  in  m ee tin g  i n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  s l a v e . "  
T ran sp o rted  to  H a v e r h i l l ,  both, r a d i c a l s  s e rv e d  s ix te e n  days in  th e  
r a t - i n f e s t e d  coun ty  j a i l .  T h is  e x p e r ie n c e  seems to  have  dampened 
Brown's s p i r i t ,  b u t n o t A l l e n 's .  Upon h i s  r e l e a s e ,  A lle n  r e tu r n e d  
to  L i t t l e t o n  and once a g a in  i n t e r r u p t e d  chu rch  s e r v i c e s .  A f te r  
be ing  e je c te d  tw ic e  from  th e  c h u rc h , A lle n  e n te r e d  an unguarded  
s id e  door and c o n tin u e d  h i s  d e n u n c ia t io n  o f  th e  chu rch  and s l a v e r y .  
The f l u s t e r e d  m in is te r  d is c o n t in u e d  ch u rch  s e r v ic e s  and A lle n  once 
again  found h im s e lf  under a r r e s t .  At h i s  w e l l - a t t e n d e d  t r i a l ,
A llen  was f in e d  a t o t a l  o f  s i x t y - t h r e e  d o l l a r s ,  w hich  h e  re fu s e d  
to  pay, announcing  th a t  he  w ould r a t h e r  go to  j a i l .  He f u r t h e r  
announced to  th e  s t a r t l e d  m a g is t r a te  t h a t  he  would have  to  be 
p h y s ic a l ly  c a r r i e d  to  th e  j a i l h o u s e ,  s in c e  he would n o t go 
v o lu n ta r i ly .  The s h e r i f f  a sk ed  s e v e r a l  members o f  th e  crowd to  
h e lp  c a r ry  A lle n  down two f l i g h t s  o f  s t a i r s ,  b u t  no one o f f e r e d  
th e i r  s e r v i c e s .  The s h e r i f f  o rd e re d  th e  s p e c ta to r s  to  h e lp ,  th en  
o f f e re d  money f o r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  b u t  no one v o lu n te e re d .  I t  was l e f t  
s o le ly  f o r  th e  s h e r i f f  to  c a r r y  A lle n  down th e  s t a i r s  w h ich , as 
one sy m p a th iz e r  n o te d , "was. d o u b tle s s  r a t h e r  an u p h i l l  b u s in e s s
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fo r  a d o w n s ta irs  jo b ,  a s  A lle n  a c te d  o u t n o n - r e s i s t a n c e  in  i t s
lim b e re s t fo rm ."  Once th e  p a n tin g  s h e r i f f  had  c a r r i e d  him  d o w n s ta irs
he was fa c ed  w ith  th e  t a s k  o f  l i f t i n g  A lle n  i n t o  a wagon by h im s e l f ,
s in c e  a g a in  no one v o lu n te e re d  to  h e lp  him .
A ccording  to  one w i tn e s s ,  t h e r e  w as " g r e a t  in d ig n a t io n "  o v e r
the  e n t i r e  e p iso d e  b e c a u se  m ost c i t i z e n s  d id  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  th e
popular A lle n  sh o u ld  be fo r c e d  to  spend  th e  w in te r  m onths in  th e
" f i l t h y "  j a i l .  Money g a th e re d  from  th e  c i t i z e n s — many o f whom w ere
members o f th e  chu rch —was used  to  pay A l l e n 's  f i n e ,  w hich  th e
co u rt a c c e p te d . W hile th e  L i t t l e t o n  a b o l i t i o n i s t  d id  n o t  have to
spend a n o th e r  te rm  in  j a i l ,  he was u p s e t  t h a t  th e  c i t i z e n s  came to
h is  a id .  In  a  l e t t e r  to  R o g ers , A lle n  n o te d  he d id  n o t  w ant th e  f i n e
p a id . " I  t o ld  th e  p e o p le  t h a t  th e  f i n e  was g o in g  to  fe e d  th e  c r e a tu r e
th a t  was d e v o u rin g  me . . . when w i l l  p e o p le  l e a r n  t h a t  human r i g h t s
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cannot be bough t w ith  money?"
John O rv is  was a n o th e r  New H am pshire " f r e e  sp e a k e r"  o f  some
re p u te . A m ajo r o r g a n iz e r  o f  th e  New H am pshire N o n -R e s is ta n ce
S o c ie ty , O rv is  a t te n d e d  c h u rc h es  th ro u g h o u t th e  New H am pshire and
Vermont a r e a ,  and p r e d ic ta b l y ,  was p h y s ic a l ly  e j e c te d  from  them  a l l .
At Hancock, New H am psh ire , O rv is  met th e  w ra th  o f  th e  "m o b o c ra tic "
C o n g reg a tio n a l Church u n d er th e  " s u b a l te r n  a r i s to c r a c y "  o f  A rc h ib a ld
B urgess, " P a s to r  o f  a Synogogue o f  S a ta n "  and an " e m issa ry  o f  th e  
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E v il o n e ."  One o f  h i s  m ost famous e n c o u n te rs  o c c u r re d  in  
N ew huryport, M a s s a c h u s e tts ,  w here O rv is ,  N at A lle n  and two o th e r  
r a d ic a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  t r a v e le d  to  p le a  f o r  th e  r e l e a s e  o f B each.
W hile th e  p re g n a n t M rs. Beach and a n o th e r  woman a b o l i t i o n i s t  w a ite d
o u ts id e , th e  fo u r  men e n te r e d  the- c h u rc h , w here A lle n  f i r s t  a ro s e
and tw ice  p ro c la im e d : " I  h e a r  th e  g ro an s  o f  two m i l l i o n s  o f  s l a v e s . "
When th e  c o n g re g a tio n  a c te d  to  remove A lle n ,  O rv is  began  s h o u tin g
a t th e  a t t a c k e r s ,  dem anding th e y  f r e e  h i s  f e l l o w - a b o l i t i o n i s t .
Orvis was th e re u p o n  t h r u s t  to  th e  f l o o r  "and  d rag g ed  a lo n g  l i k e
a dead dog" u n t i l  h e  was l i t e r a l l y  to s s e d  from  th e  church.. A ll  w ere
e v e n tu a lly  e j e c t e d ,  o n ly  to  go b a ck  a g a in ,  w here th e y  w ere  a t  l e a s t
ab le  " to  g e t  o f f  a  few  t r u t h s . "  O rv is  p ro u d ly  w ro te  t h a t  b e fo re
th e  church s e r v ic e  c o u ld  end th e r e  "w ere no l e s s  th a n  sev en
d ra g -o u ts  in  one n i g h t . "  So in te n s e  was th e  "mob" t h a t  O rv is
b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  "o n ly  re a so n  why we w ere n o t m urdered  on th e  s p o t ,
45was b ecau se  we d id  n o t make any r e s i s t a n c e . "
The r e a c t io n  a g a in s t  th e  New H am pshire r a d i c a l s  was c o n f in e d
not on ly  to  th e  ch u rch es  t h a t  th e y  a t te n d e d  u n in v i te d .  In  th e  c o u rse
of sp eak in g  engagem ents o r  g e n e r a l  a n t i - s l a v e r y  m e e t in g s , m ost o f
the  r a d ic a l s  found th e m se lv e s  th e  t a r g e t s  o f  an an g ry  crow d. At a
Hancock, New H am pshire c h u rc h , an a n t i - s l a v e r y  m ee tin g  was d is r u p te d
by ro c k - th ro w in g , b e l l - r i n g i n g ,  and th e  f o r c i b l e  ta k e - o v e r  o f  th e
p u lp i t  by a group o f ang ry  a n t i - a b o l i t i o n i s t s ;  a t  C h e s te r ,  New
Hampshire an angry  crowd d i s r u p te d  a m ee tin g  a t te n d e d  by P i l l s b u r y
and F o s te r  by a c c u s in g  b o th  men o f  b e in g  " b r o th e l  v i s i t o r s "  and
by r i d i c u l i n g  F o s te r  f o r  w e a rin g  g l a s s e s .  When h e  l e f t  th e  m e e tin g ,
P i l l s b u r y  d is c o v e re d  th a t  h i s  c a r r i a g e  had b een  daubed w ith  cow
manure, s e a t s  and a l l .  At N an tu ck e t and New B ed fo rd , M a s s a c h u s e tts ,
Rogers and F o s te r  met th e  d is a p p r o v a l  o f  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  and w ere
46s p la t t e r e d  w i th  r o t t e n  e g g s .
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A h o li t io n is . t s  o f  a l l  s t r i p e s  e x p e c te d  t h i s  r e a c t io n  from  m ost 
n o rth e rn  a u d ie n c e s , h u t  th e  New H am pshire group a l s o  d is c o v e re d  t h a t  
w ith in  th e  movement i t s e l f ,  c e r t a i n  in d iv id u a l s  d id  n o t b e l i e v e  
"speak ing  f r e e ly "  was a j u d ic io u s  t a c t i c .  F o s te r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
e l i c i t e d  e i t h e r  p r a i s e ,  aw e, o r  sa rca sm . P r e d ic ta b ly ,  R ogers 
d e c la re d  him  to  b e  " th e  h e ro  o f  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  f i e l d , "  w h ile  th e  
new o r g a n iz a t i o n i s t  (New York) L ib e r ty  P r e s s , a l th o u g h  n o t  e n d o rs in g  
h is  p o s i t io n ,  n o te d  th a t  th e  " g i f t e d "  F o s te r  "w alks o v e r th e  
e s ta b l is h e d  r u l e s  o f  s o c ie ty  w ith  a s  much com posure a s  he  w ould e a t  
h is  b r e a k f a s t . "  But o th e r s  w ere grow ing im p a t ie n t  w i th  h im . Edmund 
Quincy s a r c a s t i c a l l y  r e f e r r e d  to  F o s te r  as " S t .  S te p h e n , th e  
co n n o isseu r in  m arty rd o m ,"  w h ile  D eborah W eston, r e p o r t in g  th e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  r e c e n t  a n t i - s l a v e r y  m e e tin g s  to  h e r  s i s t e r ,  n o te d  
th a t  "we have had  m ost e x c e l l e n t  m ee tin g s  in  s p i t e  o f  S tep h en  F o s t e r . "  
At a n o th e r  m e e tin g , Anne W eston c o u ld  r e p o r t  t h a t  a l l  w ent w e l l ,  
save f o r  F o s te r ,  who made "a  f o o l i s h  and m isch iev o u s  s p e e c h .
W illiam  G o o d e ll, a lth o u g h  a  new o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t ,  h e ld  much 
th e  same o p in io n  o f  F o s te r  as d id  Quincy and G a rr is o n ; how ever,
G oodell a i r e d  h i s  c o m p la in ts  p u b l i c l y ,  w h ile  G a rr iso n  h e ld  h i s  
tongue , r a i s i n g  h i s  o b je c t io n s  to  F o s te r  o n ly  w i th  h i s  w if e .
G o o d e ll?s g r ie v a n c e  was t h a t  F o s te r  and o th e r  New H am pshire r a d i c a l s  
acknowledged o n ly  " in d iv id u a l"  r i g h t s ,  b u t  in  any s o c ie ty  th e r e  
e x is te d  " s o c i a l "  r i g h t s ,  as  w e l l .  No o n e , G oodell w ro te  to  R o g ers , 
had th e  r i g h t  to  e n te r  a c o n v en tio n  o r  ch u rch  w ith o u t b e in g  i n v i t e d ;  
to  do so  v i o l a t e d  s o c i a l  r i g h t s .  In  f a c t ,  th e  New H am pshire 
r a d ic a l s — e s p e c i a l l y  F o s te r— v i o l a t e d  th e  v e ry  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  th ey  
claim ed t h e i r  enem ies v i o l a t e d .  " I  wonder m uch," G o o d e ll m used,
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" th a t Mr. F o s te r  who c r i e s  o u t so  lo u d ly  . . .  a t  th e  a r ro g a n t  
claim s o f th e  c lergym en sh o u ld  n e v e r th e le s s  seem , h im s e lf ,  to  s e t  
up the  u l t r a  c l e r i c a l  c la im  o f  p re a c h in g  to  p e o p le  w h e th er th e y
w i l l  co n sen t to  h e a r  him  o r  n o . " ^
G a r r is o n ’s  o p in io n  i s  m ore d i f f i c u l t  to  d i s c e r n ,  an d , even to
some e x te n t ,  i s  R o g e r s '.  G a rr is o n  n e v e r p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  th e  f r e e
speech, cam paign and R ogers a t te n d e d  o n ly  th e  a fo re m e n tio n e d  Quaker
m eeting in  Lynn, w here  h e  a c te d  m ain ly  as an i n t e r e s t e d  b y - s ta n d e r .
H is to r ia n  C a r le to n  Mabee h a s  found th a t  G a rr is o n  b e l ie v e d  t h a t
F o s te r  a ro u sed  mob v io le n c e  and , b e ca u se  o f  t h a t ,  was s e r v in g ,
u n w ittin g ly  p e rh a p s , as  th e  a g en t o f  f o r c e ,  a r o l e  t o t a l l y  a t  odds
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w ith  n o n - r e s i s t a n t  p r i n c i p l e s .  But G a rr is o n  n e v e r  p u b l ic ly  
rebuked him  in  th e  L i b e r a t o r . I n s te a d ,  th e  B o s to n ian  fo c u sed  on 
th e  " h e a th e n is h  mobs" and th e  " u n c h r i s t i a n - l i k e "  b e h a v io r  o f  
communicants who, i n  e j e c t i n g  F o s te r  from  t h e i r  c h u rc h e s , r e s o r t e d  
to  y io le n c e .  Y e t, w h ile  d e fe n d in g  th e  r a d i c a l s  a g a in s t  mob 
v io le n c e , G a rr iso n  n e v e r  b o ld ly  p ro c la im e d  h i s  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  
t a c t i c  o f f r e e  s p e e c h . T ru e , he n e v e r  came o u t p u b l ic ly  a g a in s t  
th e  t a c t i c ,  b u t h i s  s i l e n c e  was i r r i t a t i n g  to  the. New H am pshire 
r a d i c a l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  to  R o g ers .
The New H am pshire e d i t o r  re c o g n iz e d  th e  p rob lem s w ith  th e  
f r e e  sp eech  i s s u e  and he u n d e rs to o d  why many a b o l i t i o n i s t s  chose 
n o t to  engage in  s u c h  a c t i v i t y .  Echoing G a r r is o n ’s p o s i t i o n ,  R ogers 
h im se lf  was r e l u c t a n t  to  cham pion th e  cau se  s in c e  i t  le d  to  p h y s ic a l  
fo rc e . " I  am ," he a d m it te d ,  " a f r a id  to  lo o k  a t  th e  p ro b a b le  
r e s u l t s  o f  i t s  a d o p t io n ."  In d e e d , e x c e p t f o r  a t te n d in g  th e  Quaker 
m eeting in  Lynn, R ogers was n o ta b ly  i n a c t i v e  w i th in  th e  c ru sa d e  to
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d is ru p t church  s e r v i c e s .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  w h ile  p e r s o n a l ly  r e j e c t i n g  
such  a t a c t i c ,  h e  B e l ie v e d  i t  was th e  r i g h t  o f  any C h r i s t i a n  to  
speak a t  a ch u rch  s e r v i c e .  A f te r  much s o u l - s e a r c h in g ,  R ogers c o u ld  
n e i th e r  d ism is s  th e  t a c t i c  n o r  denounce i t .  I n t e l l e c t u a l l y ,  a t  
l e a s t ,  fie was c o n v e r te d  to  th e  f r e e  sp eech  cam paign. " I  co u ld  
not dodge i t , "  h e  e x p la in e d ,  "and  was u n a b le  to  g a in sa y  i t s  c o r r e c t ­
ness o r i t s  p ro fo u n d  w isdom ." He c o u ld  n o t  ig n o re  i t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
a f t e r  so  many New H am pshire r a d i c a l s  had  engaged i n  th e  t a c t i c .
As a r e s u l t  R o g ers , th ro u g h  th e  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom , s u p p o r te d  th e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  r a d i c a l s ,  u p h o ld in g  t h e i r  r i g h t  to  sp ea k  f r e e l y  
in  a l l  c h u rc h e s .
A lthough R ogers was w i l l i n g  to  do s o ,  he d is c o v e re d  to  h i s
chag rin  t h a t  th e  m ajo r a b o l i t i o n i s t  p a p e rs  chose  to  ig n o re  i t .  He
condemned th e  N a t io n a l  A n ti-S la v e ry  S ta n d a rd  b e ca u se  i t  was " a g a in s t
us" and he  even  had  some c r i t i c i s m  f o r  G a rr is o n :
I  com plain  f r a n k ly  o f  th e  S ta n d a rd , t h a t  i t  h as  n o t ta k e n  
i t s  u s u a l  u n sh ac k le d  c o u rse  w ith  t h i s  q u e s t io n .  And I  make 
th e  same c o m p la in t, to  some e x t e n t ,  o f  th e  L i b e r a t o r . The 
f r e e  sp eech  q u e s t io n  h a s  n o t  b een  m et in  p io n e e r  s t y l e  by 
e i t h e r  o f  th e s e  p a p e r s .  I t  h a s  had  to  be  s u s ta in e d  by th e  
f e e b le ,  p r o v in c ia l  e f f o r t  o f  th e  b a r e f o o te d  H e ra ld  o f  
Freedom. ^
I f  R ogers f e l t  a  s e n s e  o f  i s o l a t i o n ,  th e  M a ssa c h u se tts  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  gave him  am ple r e a s o n . Under th e  tem p o rary  e d i t o r ­
sh ip  o f  "M.C.W .,"  th e  L ib e r a to r  co n firm ed  t h a t  th e r e  was a d i f f e r e n c e  
o f o p in io n  betw een  th e  M a ssa c h u se tts  and New H am pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
over " th e  freedom  o f s p e e c h  q u e s t i o n ."  A f te r  s t a t i n g  t h a t  th e  
a n t i—s la v e ry  p la t fo rm  was b ro a d  enough to  c o n ta in  b o th  e le m e n ts ,  
M.C.W. n o te d  t h a t  th e  L ib e r a to r  was u n w il l in g  " to  d w e ll on t h a t  p o in t
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52{ free  speech,] a t  t h e  moment." As e a r l i e r  i n d i c a t e d ,  G a r r i s o n  
shared  th e s e  s e n t i m e n t s .  But h e  was n o t  t h e  on ly  l e a d in g  a b o l i t i o n i s t  
who f e l t  u n co m fo r tab le  w i th  th e  f r e e  sp ee c h  cam paign. M .C.W .'s  
claim  t h a t  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  d i f f e r e d  w i th  th e  r a d i c a l  
New Hampshire group was a  monumental u n d e r s t a t e m e n t .  Q uincy,
E l l i s  Gray L o r in g ,  W endell P h i l l i p s ,  t h e  Weston s i s t e r s ,  and even 
Rogers’ lo n g - t im e  f r i e n d ,  F r a n c i s  J a c k so n  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  t a c t i c  
was u n n ecessa ry  and f r u i t l e s s .
D e s p i te  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  f r e e  sp eech  campaign was l i m i t e d  to  
th e  New Hampshire c o m e -o u te r s ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  o p in io n  o v e r  i t s  u se  
c e r t a in l y  d id  n o t  cau se  a  m ajo r  r i f t  be tw een  th e  M a s sa c h u se t ts  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and t h e i r  n o r t h e r n  n e ig h b o r s .  But t e n s i o n  was g row ing , 
e s p e c i a l l y  be tw een  Rogers and G a r r i s o n ,  and even be tw een  Rogers and 
h i s  f e l lo w  r a d i c a l  c o m e-o u te rs  i n  New H am pshire . Not c o n te n t  w i th  
a s s a i l i n g  th e  power o f  th e  S t a t e  and th e  c h u rc h ,  Rogers became 
convinced t h a t  n o n - r e s i s t a n t  p r i n c i p l e s  sh o u ld  be  a p p l i e d  to  th e  
a b o l i t i o n i s t  c ru s a d e  i t s e l f .  To th e  h o r r o r  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s  and 
fe llow  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  R ogers  began  a r t i c u l a t i n g  th e  a b o l ish m en t  
of a l l  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h i n  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  
s in c e ,  to  h i s  m ind, l i m i t e d  d e b a t e s ,  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r s ,  and b u s in e s s  
committees m ere ly  o b s t r u c t e d  f r e e  and open sp e e c h .  "No o r g a n i z a t i o n , "  
as h i s  p o s i t i o n  was c a l l e d ,  would l e a d  to  a n a s t y  q u a r r e l  and , 
e v e n tu a l ly ,  to  th e  d e a th  o f  th e  New Ham pshire A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty .
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CHAPTER VIII
DIVISION, DECLINE, AND DEATH
In  th e  s p r i n g  o f  1843, N a th a n ie l  P . R ogers  w ro te  to  f e l l o w -
r a d ic a l  Henry C. W right t h a t  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  cau se  i n  New Hampshire
was e n jo y in g  such  re m a rk a b le  su c c e ss  t h a t  th e  "p eo p le  a r e  p o u r in g
in  and th e  poor p r i e s t h o o d  a r e  r e c e i v i n g  t h e i r  d e s s e r t s  f o r  t h e i r
p r o - s l a v e r y . "  R ogers  n o t  o n ly  had  k in d  words f o r  b o th  F o s t e r  and
P i l l s b u r y ,  th e  l a t t e r  now l i v i n g  w i th  Rogers i n  Concord, b u t  f o r
G arrison  as w e l l ,  a man whom Rogers p r a c t i c a l l y  d e i f i e d .  Embarking
upon a mawkish f a n t a s y ,  Rogers e n v is io n e d  th e  two men, j o i n e d  by
mutual lo v e ,  f i g h t i n g  t o g e t h e r  a g a i n s t  th e  e v i l s  o f  s l a v e r y .
G a r r iso n  and I  lo v e  one a n o th e r  w e l l  enough to  b e  p a r t n e r s  
f o r  l i f e .  . . . The on ly  t r o u b l e  would be  t h a t  one o f  
us sh o u ld  d ie  by and b y ,  which would b r e a k  us up— I  would 
d o f f  t e n  y e a r s  o f  my age and s t a r t  even w i th  war worn and 
s c a r r e d  W il le y  L lo y d .^
That Rogers th o u g h t  w e l l  o f  G a r r i s o n ,  F o s te r  and P i l l s b u r y  i s  u nden i­
a b le .  But by 1844 h e  w ould  p o r t r a y  t h e s e  men as  i n s t i g a t o r s  o f  an 
in s id io u s  c o n s p i r a c y  to  sm o ther  R o g e r s ' p a r t i c u l a r — and p e c u l i a r — 
n o t io n s  o f  r a d i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s m .  In d e e d ,  th e  l a s t  two y e a r s  o f  
R ogers ' l i f e  were n o t  p l e a s a n t  o n e s : P i l l s b u r y  would assume e d i t o r ­
sh ip  o f  th e  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom , F o s t e r  would c h a l l e n g e  R o g e rs '  
r a d i c a l  i d e a s , and G a r r i s o n  would a n g r i l y  denounce th e  "monomaniac" 
R ogers .
Even a t  i t s  h e i g h t ,  how ever, R o g e rs '  lo v e  f o r  G a r r i s o n ,  d id  
no t mean t h a t  he  co u ld  a c c e p t  a l l  t h a t  G a r r is o n  a d v o c a te d .  He was
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e s p e c ia l l y  annoyed w i th  G a r r i s o n 's  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  t h e r e  be  "no 
Union w ith  s l a v e h o l d e r s . "  In  1842, th e  B o s to n ian  in t r o d u c e d  
r e s o lu t io n s  a t  v a r io u s  c o n v e n t io n s  c a l l i n g  f o r  th e  r e p e a l  o f  th e  
Union and, p r e d i c t a b l y ,  h e a te d  d e b a te s  were g e n e r a te d .  In  each  
conven tion , th e  r e s o l u t i o n s  w ere  t a b l e d ,  b u t  G a r r i s o n  was f i n a l l y  
ab le  to  g e t  one r e s o l u t i o n  p a ss e d  a t  th e  1843 M a s s a c h u s e t ts  A n t i ­
s lav e ry  c o n v e n t io n ,  w hich  he  s u b s e q u e n t ly  p la c e d  a t  th e  head  o f  h i s  
e d i t o r i a l  column: "RESOLVED THAT THE COMPACT WHICH EXISTS BETWEEN
THE NORTH AND THE SOUTH IS A ’COVENANT WITH DEATH, AND AN AGREEMENT 
WITH HELL'— INVOLVING BOTH PARTIES IN ATROCIOUS CRIMINALITY,— AND 
SHOULD BE IMMEDIATELY ANNULLED."2
G a r r i s o n 's  d i s u n i o n i s t  p o s i t i o n  p u z z le d  some, b u t  he  i n s i s t e d  
th a t  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  Union was a  l e g i t i m a t e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  t a c t i c .  
A b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  h e  n o te d  m ust u rg e  r e p e a l  b e c a u se  s l a v e r y  p o l l u t e d  
not on ly  th e  S o u th ,  b u t  t h e  N o rth  as w e l l  s i n c e  th e  two s e c t i o n s  
were j o in e d  by th e  " p r o - s l a v e r y "  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  The N orth  was 
im p l ic a te d  i n  th e  s i n  o f  s l a v e r y  and th e  o n ly  way to  c l e a r  i t s  
"garments from p o l l u t i o n "  was to  d i s s o l v e  i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th
3
the  Sou th . A p p a re n t ly  many o t h e r  r a d i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  a g re e d ,
fo r  a t  th e  1844 AASS m e e t in g ,  d i s u n io n is m  was ad o p ted  as th e
i 4s o c ie ty  s o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  n o t  w i th o u t  h e a te d  d e b a te .
W hether G a r r i s o n  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  Union would 
be— o r  co u ld  be— d i s s o l v e d  i s  h ig h ly  q u e s t i o n a b l e .  A i le e n  K r a d i to r  
has a rgued  t h a t  h i s  advocacy  o f  d is u n io n is m  "was s t r i c t l y  an 
a g i t a t i o n a l  weapon . . .  i t  was th e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  a m ora l im p e r a t iv e ,  
a r e v e i l l e  to  t h e  c o n s c ie n c e ;  and i t  was made by an a g i t a t o r  who 
knew t h a t  th o s e  who h e a r d  th e  c a l l  w ere  i n  no c o n d i t i o n  im m ed ia te ly
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to  t r a n s l a t e  i t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e . " ^  G a r r i s o n  h im s e l f  p u b l i c l y  a d m i t te d  
th a t  d is u n io n  s e n t im e n t  advanced  by th e  AASS would s e r v e  c h i e f l y  as 
a method " to  c r e a t e  d i s c u s s i o n  and a g i t a t i o n  th ro u g h o u t  th e  N orth  . . . 
and . . .  t o  co n v u lse  th e  s lu m b e r in g  South l i k e  an e a r th q u a k e ,  and 
convince h e r  t h a t  h e r  o n ly  a l t e r n a t i v e  i s ,  to  a b o l i s h  s l a v e r y ,  o r  
be abandoned by t h a t  power on w hich she  r e l i e s  f o r  s a f e t y . "  By 
advoca ting  such  a r a d i c a l  m e asu re ,  th e n ,  G a r r is o n  hoped to  g e n e r a te  
a n t i - s l a v e r y  d i s c u s s i o n  and to  p a ra d e  th e  consequences  o f  s l a v e r y  
b e fo re  " s lu m b e r in g "  s o u t h e r n e r s .
G a r r i s o n 's  d i s u n i o n i s t  t a c t i c  n o t  on ly  prom oted d i s c u s s i o n ,  i t  
a lso  produced  ang ry  r e b u t t a l s .  As m ig h t  be  e x p e c te d ,  new o r g a n iz a -  
t i o n i s t s  and p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  i n  New Hampshire w ere  q u ic k  to  
censure th e  c o n c e p t .  The P e o p l e 's  A dvocate  s n e e re d  a t  d i s u n io n ,  
n o t in g  t h a t  n o t  more th a n  t w e n ty - f iv e  New Hampshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
supported  G a r r i s o n 's  " s i l l y  and a b o r t i v e  r a v in g s  a g a i n s t  th e  U n io n ,"  
and th o s e  who d id  s u p p o r t  r e p e a l  o f  th e  un ion  were " p e r f e c t  f a n a t i c s . "  
C e r ta in ly  G a r r i s o n 's  lu d i c r o u s  cau se  " a f f o r d [ s ]  amusement t o  t h e  gay 
and d i s g u s t  to  th e  g r a v e . "  In  a more somber to n e ,  t h e  P e o p l e 's  
Advocate c la im ed  t h a t  a l th o u g h  New Ham pshire p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
were n o t  b l i n d  l o v e r s  o f  th e  U nion , th e y  w ere  n e v e r t h e l e s s  c a p a b le  
o f  s e e in g  th e  o b v io u s :  d is u n io n  would n o t  end s l a v e r y  a t  a l l ;
i t  m erely  would i n s u l a t e  s l a v e h o l d e r s  from a b o l i t i o n i s t  a t t a c k s .
I f  new o r g a n i z a t i o n s t s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  d is u n io n is m  was c o u n te r ­
p ro d u c t iv e ,  th ey  were b e w i ld e r e d  t h a t  n o n - r e s i s t a n t s  w ere  p rom oting  
i t .  G a rr iso n  and h i s  f o l l o w e r s  w ere  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  b e c a u s e  th ey  
were a d v o c a t in g  m easures  t h a t  would u l t i m a t e l y  p roduce  p h y s i c a l  
v io le n c e ,  w ar and c a r n a g e .^
-228-
G a rr iso n ,  how ever, co u ld  coun t on a number o f  s u p p o r t e r s  i n  
New Hampshire, e s p e c i a l l y  S tephen  F o s t e r ,  P a rk e r  P i l l s b u r y ,  and 
John R. F ren ch , th e  p r i n t e r  o f  t h e  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom and f i a n c e
g
of R ogers’ e l d e s t  d a u g h te r .  R o g ers ,  how ever, was n o t  conv inced  
th a t  d isu n io n  sh o u ld  be a  l e g i t i m a t e  concern  f o r  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .
When the  i s s u e  was f i r s t  b ro a c h ed  i n  1842, Rogers s u p p o r te d  i t ,  
a l b e i t  r e l u c t a n t l y .  He was u n c o m fo r ta b le  w i th  i t  b e c a u se  as  a 
s taunch  " n o - v o t in g "  a b o l i t i o n i s t ,  Rogers r e c o g n iz e d  t h a t  c i t i z e n s  
u l t im a te ly  would be r e q u i r e d  to  v o te  f o r  th e  u n i o n 's  d i s s o l u t i o n .  
N e v e r th e le s s ,  i n  1842 and 1843 , Rogers e n d o rsed  " r e p e a l , "  w eakly  
j u s t i f y i n g  h i s  p o s i t i o n  by c la im in g  t h a t  v o t in g  f o r  th e  d i s s o l u t i o n  
o f  th e  Union was t h e  o n ly  form o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  an a b o l i t i o n i s t  
could em brace .^
Y et,  by e a r l y  1844 he  had  abandoned r e p e a l .  Perhaps  b e c a u se  
Rogers had  long  h e ld  t h a t  th e  N o rth  and th e  South were e q u a l ly  g u i l t y  
in  s u s t a i n i n g  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  h e  c o u ld  n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  l o g i c  
behind  d i s s o l u t i o n ,  o r  why G a r r i s o n  was o b se s se d  w i th  th e  n o t i o n .
For R ogers , r e p e a l  o f  t h e  Union seemed c o n t r a d i c t o r y :  i f  th e  N orth
was j u s t  as  g u i l t y  a s  t h e  S o u th ,  what good would come from d i s s o l u t i o n  
of th e  Union? Why sh o u ld  th e  two s e c t i o n s  s e p a r a te ?  "Are th e y  n o t  
a l ik e ?  Are th e y  d i s a g r e e d  a s  to  s l a v e r y , — o r  any o th e r  i n i q u i t y ? "
The two s e c t i o n s  sh o u ld  n o t  s e p a r a t e  o v e r  th e  i s s u e  o f  s l a v e r y ,
Rogers i n s t r u c t e d ,  " f o r  th e y  d o n ' t  d i f f e r  on i t .  The N orth  i s  a 
l i t t l e  more s e r v i l e  and p r o - s l a v e r y  th a n  th e  S o u th ,  to  be  s u r e ,  b u t  
n o t enough to  w a r r a n t  any q u a r r e l . "  In d e e d ,  t h e  "bu lw ark  o f  s l a v e r y "  
was n o t  th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  b u t  th e  " r e l i g i o n  o f  a  s l a v e h o ld in g  c o u n try "  
and th e  churches  and th e  c l e r g y  w hich  s u s t a i n  i t . ^  C l e a r l y ,  f o r
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Rogers, d isu n io n ism  s e r v e d  no p u rp o s e ,  e x c e p t  p o s s i b l y  to  s h i f t  
a t t e n t io n  away from th e  ch u rch  and c l e r g y ,  t h e  most te n a c io u s  
foe o f  a b o l i t i o n i s m .
I f  Rogers f e l t  u n c o m fo r ta b le  when e a r l i e r  he  had  v i o l a t e d  h i s
p r i n c ip l e s  and s u p p o r te d  r e p e a l ,  he  f e l t  more u n c o m fo r ta b le  now
th a t  he opposed i t  b e c a u s e  he r e c o g n iz e d  t h a t  h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  would
i s o l a t e  him from h i s  f r i e n d s .  T h is  was made a p p a r e n t  when R ogers ,
P i l l s b u r y ,  and F o s t e r  c a l l e d  on G a r r i s o n  a t  h i s  home i n  B o sto n .
What t r a n s p i r e d  a t  t h e  g a th e r in g  i s  u n c l e a r ,  b u t  i n  a  l e t t e r  to  h i s
I r i s h  a b o l i t i o n i s t  f r i e n d  R ic h a rd  Webb, Rogers conveyed t h e  n o t io n
th a t  he was c l e a r l y  i n  t h e  m in o r i ty  when th e  s u b j e c t  o f  d i s u n io n  was
d is c u s se d .  P e rh a p s ,  he  mused, he  sh o u ld  t h i n k  tw ic e  on th e  m a t t e r ,
s in ce  a f t e r  a l l ,  d i s u n io n  "has  h i s  [ G a r r i s o n 's ]  s a n c t i o n "  and Rogers
did n o t  en jo y  o p p o s in g  G a r r i s o n .  But i f  Rogers w ere  to  rem ain  t r u e
to  h i s  p r i n c i p l e s ,  h e  would have  to  oppose r e p e a l :
I  abhor e v e r y th in g  p o l i t i c a l  as  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s  i n  a m ora l 
e n t e r p r i s e  l i k e  o u r s .  G a r r i s o n  i s  a d v o c a t in g  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  
o f  o u r  p o l i t i c a l  Union. I t  i s  a t h i n g  o u r  p o l i t i c i a n s  a lo n e  
can do and w hich i s  a s  im m a te r ia l  to  o u r  p u rp o s e ,  as  I r i s h  
r e p e a l  i s  to  y o u r  tem perance  movement. . . . How W ill iam  
Lloyd can  a d v o c a te  i t ,  w h i le  h e  cou ld  n o t  c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  
ta k e  any p a r t  i n  i t ,  I  do n o t  s e e .
While Rogers r e s i s t e d  G a r r i s o n 's  d is u n io n is m ,  G a r r i s o n  was 
alarmed a t  th e  l e n g th s  Rogers was c a r r y in g  r a d i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s m  i n  
New H am pshire. Most a b o l i t i o n i s t s  were  p e rp le x e d  by R o g e rs '  a c t i o n s  
and th o u g h t  t h a t  he would e v e n t u a l l y  d e s t r o y  th e  o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
in  th e  G r a n i te  S t a t e .  In d e e d ,  t h e r e  can b e  l i t t l e  argum ent t h a t  
Rogers was p u r s u in g  an u n p re c e d e n te d  c o u r s e ,  th e  r e s u l t  o f  which 
th r e a te n e d  to  a l i e n a t e  n o t  o n ly  G a r r i s o n ,  b u t  h i s  New Ham pshire 
f r i e n d s  as w e l l .  For b o th  Rogers and h i s  o p p o n e n ts ,  th e  i s s u e  was
-230-
the  s t r u c t u r a l  and p r o c e d u r a l  fo u n d a t io n s  o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
o r g a n iz a t i o n s .
R ogers , i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  "untram m eled freedom " be  p r a c t i c e d  
by a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  u rged  t h a t  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  d i s p o s e  o f  a l l  
o f f i c e r s  and m o d e ra to rs  o f  m ee t in g s  s i n c e  th e y  o n ly  s e r v e d  to  s t i f l e  
" f re e  d i s c u s s io n "  o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  p r i n c i p l e s .  B u s in e s s  r e p o r t s  
and com m ittees l i k e w i s e  sh o u ld  be  dropped b e c a u se  b o th  to o k  tim e 
away from th e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  a n t i - s r a v e r y  p r i n c i p l e s .  In d e e d ,  a n t i ­
s la v e ry  m ee t in g s  sh o u ld  b e  s p o n ta n e o u s ,  w i th  l i t t l e  o r g a n iz in g  and 
w ith  no fo rm al d e l e g a t e s  chosen . Any a b o l i t i o n i s t  who d e s i r e d  a 
m eeting need  o n ly  to  p o s t  a  n o t i c e  and a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  who w ished  
to  a t t e n d  co u ld  do s o .  F o rm al,  s t r u c t u r e d  s o c i e t i e s  would be  
u nnecessary  and a b o l i t i o n i s t s  would be a b le  to  d i s c u s s  a l l  e lem en ts  
of a n t i - s l a v e r y ,  f r e e  o f  i n t e r r u p t i o n s  from th e  c h a i r  and from 
com m ittees. No lo n g e r  w ould th e  m echanics o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s t i f l e  
a n t i - s l a v e r y  d i s c u s s i o n .
To th e  h o r r o r  o f  h i s  opponen ts  Rogers had b r o u g h t  h i s  non - 
r e s i s t a n c e  p r in c ip l e s ,  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  th e  a r e n a  o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
o r g a n iz a t i o n s ,  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  m ost a b o l i t i o n i s t s  found in d e f e n ­
s i b l e .  W ithout some form  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  framework— in d e e d ,  
w ith o u t  s o c i e t i e s  th e m s e lv e s — e f f i c i e n t  a n t i - s l a v e r y  a g i t a t i o n  would 
cease . By 1844 and 1845, some a s to n i s h e d  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  co u ld  on ly  
re a ch  th e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  R o g ers ,  l i k e  th e  m e n ta l ly  d i s t u r b e d  
A b ig a i l  Folsom who s u p p o r te d  him , had  ta k e n  le a v e  o f  h i s  s e n s e s .
Rogers f i r s t  a r t i c u l a t e d  h i s  p h i lo so p h y  o f  " n o - o r g a n i z a t i o n " — as 
h i s  p o s i t i o n  was c a l l e d — e a r l y  i n  1842. He was d i s t r e s s e d  to  f in d  
t h a t  th e  m o d e ra to r  o f  a  B oston  a n t i - s l a v e r y  m e e t in g  l i b e r a l l y  used
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h i s  g av e l  to  c a l l  th e  m e e t in g  to  o r d e r  w henever th e  d i s c u s s io n
tended to  d r i f t .  Rogers com pla ined  t h a t
i t  i s  growing in c o n g ru o u s  to  o u r  eyes  to  s e e  l i b e r t y  o f  
speech  r e g u l a t e d ,  i n  o u r  a n t i - s l a v e r y  m e e t in g s ,  as i f  they  
were a  tum ultuous  town m e e t in g ,  o r  a g e n e r a l  c o u r t ,  w here 
men a r e  l e g i s l a t i n g  a g a i n s t  l i b e r t y ,  i n s t e a d  o f d i s c u s s i n g  
h e r  g r e a t  p r i n c i p l e s  m ere ly  w i th  a view to  a f f e c t i n g  p u b l i c  
o p in io n .  . . .  we hope  to  s e e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  m e e t in g s ,  by 
and b y ,  m a in ta in e d  i n  sp o n tan eo u s  o r d e r . ^
By th e  s p r in g  o f  1842 Rogers was s u c c e s s f u l l y  p e r s u a d in g  New
Hampshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  to  embrace h i s  " n o - o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t "
ph ilosophy  by h o ld in g  m e e t in g s  w i th o u t  o f f i c e r s  o r  co m m ittee s .
The f i r s t  " f r e e  m e e t in g " — one w i th o u t  o f f i c e r s  o r  com m ittees—was
h e ld  a t  th e  1842 H i l l s b o ro u g h  County A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty ,  a p p a r e n t ly  
13w i th  s u c c e s s .  B u t,  f o r  R o g ers ,  th e  1842 NHASS a n n u a l  m ee t in g  
was th e  most i n s p i r e d ,  " u n su rp a s s e d "  m ee t in g  e v e r  h e l d .  W ith o u t 
a doub t,  th e  1842 c o n v e n t io n  d e v ia t e d  m arked ly  from p a s t  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
m eetings  ev ery w h e re ,  and i t  was obv ious  to  everyone  t h a t  Rogers 
was moving th e  NHASS i n  a  r a d i c a l  new d i r e c t i o n .
For R o g ers ,  th e  1842 c o n v en t io n  was " th e  f r e e s t  m e e t in g  we 
have e v e r  had  o f  th e  S o c i e t y . "  In d e e d ,  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  d e l e g a t e s  
were n o t  ch o sen ;  r a t h e r ,  a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  who w ish ed  to  a t t e n d  
cou ld  do s o .  Once t h e  m e e t in g  b eg an ,  th e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  i n  an e f f o r t  
to  e scap e  "from  t h e  nom ina l th ra ld o m  o f  t h e  S o c ie ty  i t s e l f , "  u rged  
t h a t  th e  NHASS C o n s t i t u t i o n  be amended to  a b o l i s h  th e  o f f i c e  o f  th e  
P r e s i d e n t .  W hile th e  v o te  f a i l e d  to  r e c e i v e  a  tw o - t h i r d s  m a j o r i t y ,  
Rogers was n e v e r t h e l e s s  e c s t a t i c  b eca u se  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  was p a id  
to  " th e  o f f i c i a l  o r  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  p o r t i o n  o f  o u r  a s s o c i a t e  s t r u c t u r e . "  
I n s t e a d  o f  t a k in g  th e  t im e  to  e l e c t  o f f i c e r s  f o r  th e  coming y e a r ,  
th e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  m ere ly  a g re e d  to  keep  th e  c u r r e n t  ones i n  o f f i c e .
Rogers c la im ed  t h a t  t h i s  a c t i o n  s e r v e d  as a v o te  o f  c o n f id e n c e  f o r  
th e  h a rd -w o rk in g  men occupy ing  th e  o f f i c e s .  But more im p o r t a n t ,  i t  
showed t h a t  th e  New Ham pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  a t t a c h e d  s l i g h t  v a lu e  
to " o f f i c i a l  a u t h o r i t y . "  In  f a c t ,  most o f  th e  f i r s t  two days p a s s e d  
w ith o u t  anyone occupy ing  th e  P r e s i d e n t ’s  c h a i r ;  when th e  P r e s i d e n t  
f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d  " th e  m ee t in g  was i n  f u l l - t i d e  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  
experim ent o f  s e l f - r e g u l a t i o n ,  and n e i t h e r  h e  n o r  any one e l s e  
seemed i n c l i n e d  to  i n t e r r u p t  i t , — and when th e  q u e s t i o n  was a t  
l a s t  ta k e n  u p , i t  o c c a s io n e d  th e  m e e t in g  more t r o u b l e  and d i s o r d e r ,  
than  every  o t h e r  cau se  d u r in g  i t s  s i t t i n g .
Rogers d id  n o t  want a b o l i t i o n i s t s  to  m is u n d e rs ta n d  h im ; t h e r e
was no e f f o r t  t o  d isb an d  t h e  NHASS b e c a u s e  most f e l t  t h a t  th e
S o c ie ty ’s " h a r n e s s "  and "yoke" were n o t  o v e r b e a r in g :
A l l  any one seemed to  f e e l  ab o u t i t ,  was an a p p re h e n s io n  t h a t  
a s s o c i a t i o n  by w r i t t e n  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  was no lo n g e r  n e ed ed .
That we c o u ld  go on s p o n ta n e o u s ly — o rg a n iz e d  n o t  by our 
s i g n a t u r e s ,  b u t  by u n io n  o f  h e a r t  and p r i n c i p l e —  . . . 
n o th in g  co u ld  s e p a r a t e  us from each  o t h e r ,  o r  h in d e r  o u r  
s p o n ta n e o u s ,  s im u l t a n e o u s , a s s o c i a t e  movement. T hat we were 
one i n  c h a r a c t e r  and p u rp o s e ,  and t h a t  any a t te m p t  a t  k e ep in g  
vis embodied— o r  r e g u l a t i n g  o u r  u n i t e d  a c t i o n ,  would te n d  on ly  
to  em b arra ss  and co n fu se  u s .  T ha t e n d e a v o r in g  to  e n fo rc e  
an a s s o c i a t i o n  among u s ,  and t o  o b l ig e  us to  h a rm o n ize ,  by 
outw ard  a p p l i a n c e ,  would  n o t  on ly  weaken our u n io n ,  and ten d  
to  d i s s o l v e  i t — b u t  was i n  d e r o g a t io n  i t s e l f  o f  th e  v e ry  
l i b e r t y  we w ere  s e e k in g  f o r  th e  s l a v e  and t h e  c o u n t ry .
But a  " f r e e  m e e t in g "  had  i t s  d raw backs . While Rogers was 
p le a s e d  w i th  t h e  u n p re c e d e n te d  n a t u r e  o f  th e  1842 m e e t in g ,  he  was 
a l s o  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t  a few p a r t i c i p a n t s  used  th e  o c c a s io n  to  fo cu s  
on p u re ly  a n t i - c l e r i c a l  themes r a t h e r  th a n  d e a l i n g  w i th  a n t i ­
c l e r i c a l i s m  as a  mode o f  a b o l i t i o n i s m .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  many l e f t  
e a r l y ,  th e re b y  p r e v e n t in g  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  few r e s o l u t i o n s  t h a t
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were in t r o d u c e d ,  one o f  w hich  c a l l e d  f o r  th e  a b o l ish m e n t  o f  th e
c l e r i c a l  o f f i c e  and a n o th e r  w hich i n s i s t e d  t h a t  a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s
16were du ty -bound  to  com e-out o f  t h e i r  c h u rc h e s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,
Rogers b e l i e v e d  t h a t  on b a l a n c e ,  t h e  m e e t in g  was an overwhelm ing 
success  f o r  a n t i - s l a v e r y  a g i t a t i o n .
Rogers i n s i s t e d  t h a t  h i s  d i s d a i n  f o r  " o r g a n i z a t i o n "  and r u l i n g
bodies  i n  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  was m ere ly  an e x te n s io n  o f  h i s  non-
r e s i s t a n c e  and a n t i - s t a t i s t  p r i n c i p l e s .  In  a  c o n fu sed  and ram b lin g
l e t t e r  to  W il l ia m  G o o d e l l ,  R ogers  c la im ed  t h a t  man had  abandoned
freedom and th e  " law  o f  lo v e " — a c o n d i t i o n  to  w hich  he was b o rn —
and r e s o r t e d  to  f e a r  and f o r c e .  One consequence  o f  t h i s  was s l a v e r y
which "grows o u t  o f  th e  c o r p o r a t i o n  p r i n c i p l e  and w i l l  l a s t  as t h a t
does. The C o rp o ra t io n  law  i s  t h e  law o f  th e  s t r o n g e s t —w hich  i s  th e
law o f  th e  m e e t in g  h o u s e ,  and th e  s p r i n g  o f  i t s  w o r s h ip . "  Rogers
acknowledged t h a t  man was b o m  to  s o c i e t y  and n o t  to  s o l i t u d e ,  and
th a t  h i s  r i g h t s  and d u t i e s  were s o c i a l :
But I  do n o t  a g re e  t h a t  he  was b o rn  to  w h a te v e r  form o f  
s o c i a l  (o r  u n s o c i a l )  e o d s te n c e  he may be  thrown i n t o ,  by 
th e  cunning  power o f  th e  d e v i l ,  i n s t i g a t i n g  th e  m a jo r i t y  
— o r r a t h e r  l e a d e r s .  . . .  I  would n o t  have  th e  m in o r i ty  
to  r u l e — a g a i n s t  th e  m a j o r i t y .  I f  anybody r u l e s ,  l e t  i t  
be  th e  m a jo r i t y — b u t  l e t  t h e r e  be  no r u l i n g . Man was n o t  
bo rn  to  be  r u l e d ,  o r  t o  r u l e . - ^
C le a r l y ,  i n  view  o f  th e  1842 m ee t in g  and o t h e r  l o c a l  m ee t in g s  
h e ld  th ro u g h o u t  th e  y e a r ,  Rogers was l i v i n g  o u t  h i s  p r i n c i p l e s  w i th in  
the  a n t i - s l a v e r y  a r e n a .  I f  t h e r e  were to  be  no r u l e r s ,  he  would 
n o t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  u rg e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  an a n t i -  
s l a v e ry  m ee t in g  i n  H ancock, New Hampshire as th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  Hancock 
had r e q u e s te d .  A b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  he l e c t u r e d ,  would go to  th e  m ee t in g
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out o f  p r i n c i p l e ,  n o t  from  u r g in g .  He was o v e r jo y e d  t o  f i n d  t h a t  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  had  done away w i t h  a l l  com m ittees a t  th e  1842 E ssex  
County (M a ssa c h u s e t t s )  m e e t in g .  "Committees a r e  a p t  to  f e e l  
committed th e m se lv e s— o r  too  much l i k e  com m itted and im p r iso n e d  men, 
to  push b o ld ly  and f r e e l y  fo rw ard  i n  th e  announcement o f  p io n e e r  
r e s o lv e s .
I f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere  s t a r t l e d  by R o g e r s ' c o u rs e  a t  v a r io u s  
a n t i - s l a v e r y  m e e t in g s ,  th ey  must have  been  shocked  a t  th e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
r a d i c a l  s t a t e m e n t s  made i n  th e  H e r a l d , e i t h e r  by him  o r  by th e  
numerous l a t t e r - w r i t e r s  who w ere g iv e n  sp ac e  as a r e s u l t  o f  R o g e rs ' 
"open door" e d i t o r i a l  p o l i c y .  In  e a r l y  1842, Rogers made i t  a p o in t  
to  p r i n t  a n y th in g  t h a t  was s e n t  to  him . As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  H e ra ld  
served  as a  magnet f o r  ev e ry  a n t i - c l e r i c a l ,  n o n - r e s i s t a n t ,  no­
o r g a n iz a t i o n  a b o l i t i o n i s t  l i v i n g  i n  New E ng land . One w r i t e r  p r a i s e d
Rogers f o r  " f r e e i n g "  th e  H e r a ld :  " th e  p a p e r  i s  f r e e ,  and a b o l i t i o n i s t s
*  ,,20 a re  f r e e  men.
While th e  H e ra ld  a t t r a c t e d  r a d i c a l  l e t t e r - w r i t e r s  th ro u g h o u t  
New E ngland , most who w ro te  w ere a c t i v e  New Hampshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
and n o n - r e s i s t a n t s .  John  O rv is  ( s e e  C hap te r  V II)  c o n s i s t e n t l y  
su p p o rted  R o g e rs '  p o s i t i o n .  O rv is  h e ld  t h a t  ev ery  human i n s t i t u t i o n  
was "on a f a l s e  b a s i s . "  Governments w ere  " r o l l e d  i n  b lo o d ,  [and] 
they  r o l l  t h e i r  b loody  garm ents  around  a l l  o t h e r  human i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
c u rs in g  and r o t t i n g  them a l l  by t h e i r  loa thsom e c o r r u p t i o n s . "
Even th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  cause  was h u r t  by i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  framework.
"So long  as we a t te m p t  to  conform i t  [ a b o l i t i o n i s m ]  to  th e  b e a s t l y  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f t h e  a g e , "  O rv is  p ro c la im e d ,  " th e  c u r s e  o f  Meroz
w i l l  be  upon i t . "  O rv is  a l s o  ex c la im ed  t h a t  no v o t e r  co u ld  be an
a b o l i t i o n i s t ,  b e c a u se  human governm ent was b a se d  upon f o r c e ;
21v o tin g  m ere ly  s u s t a i n e d  "m an’s  dom inion o v e r  m an."
Rogers a g re e d .  In  p r a i s i n g  O r v i s '  l e t t e r ,  h e  d e c la r e d  t h a t :
We a r e  r e a d y  to  say  t h a t  a n t i - s l a v e r y  h a s  no v o t in g  to  do , 
and n o th in g  to  acco m p lish  by v o t in g  o r  l e g i s l a t i n g .  A 
v o t e r  i s  a p h y s i c a l  f o r c e  man, to  be  s u r e ,  and an a n t i ­
s l a v e r y  v o t e r  i s  f o r  p u t t i n g  down s l a v e r y  by th e  sword.
— Every b a l l o t  i s  a sword s c a b b a rd  w i th  a  sword c o n cea led  
i n  i t , — n o t  to  be  draw n, p ro v id e d  th e  enemy su b m its  on 
b e in g  t h r e a t e n e d , — b u t  t o  be  drawn and f l o u r i s h e d  i f  he  
does n o t  s u b m it ,  and i f  h e  r e s i s t s ,  to  be  l a i d  on him w i th  
cu t  and t h r u s t .  One who h o ld s  to  t h i s  we t h i n k  i s  n o t  a 
r a t i o n a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t .2 2
C le a r l y ,  Rogers had moved beyond G a r r i s o n  and o t h e r  o ld
o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s . G a r r i s o n  o b v io u s ly  d i s a g r e e d  w i th  R o g e rs ’ t o t a l
w ith d raw a l from  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ,  f o r  t h e  B o s to n ia n ,  w h i le  u rg in g
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  to  a v o id  th e  m ajo r p a r t i e s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  a d v is e d  them
23to  " s c a t t e r "  t h e i r  v o t e s .  F u r th e rm o re ,  w h i le  he  d id  n o t  condemn
the  a n t i - i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and no o r g a n i z a t i o n  p h i lo s o p h y  p u b l i c l y ,  he
was d i s tu r b e d  w i th  i t  n e v e r t h e l e s s .  I n  a  v e i l e d  r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t
he sp o n so red  a t  th e  S t r a f f o r d  County A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty  i n  1842,
G a rr iso n  made th e  p o in t  t h a t  i f  an i n s t i t u t i o n  w ere  e v i l  and
s u p p o r te d  s l a v e r y ,  th e n  i t  s h o u ld  be  a t t a c k e d .  But i f  an i n s t i t u t i o n
24were f r e e  o f  p r o - s l a v e r y  d o m in a t io n ,  th e n  i t  need  n o t  be opposed .
Edmund Quincy was more d i r e c t .  A n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  had 
v a lu e ,  h e  s a i d ,  and th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  had  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  
b r e a th e  new l i f e  i n t o  them. W ithou t m e n t io n in g  Rogers and h i s  
New Hampshire f o l lo w e r s  d i r e c t l y ,  Quincy p ro c la im e d  t h a t  i f  any 
a b o l i t i o n i s t  had  "a  c o n s c i e n t io u s  p r i n c i p l e  a g a i n s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
— i t  i s  a  s c r u p l e  which a l l  g en u in e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w i l l  r e s p e c t ,  i f
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they cannot u n d e rs ta n d  i t . "  But Quincy w o r r i e d  t h a t  n o - o r g a n i z a t i o n
might be an excuse  t o  shun h a rd  work f o r  th e  c a u s e .  'While i t  was
not r e q u i r e d  t h a t  a l l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  j o i n  an a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t y ,
i t  was n e v e r t h e l e s s  o b v ious  t h a t  w here  th e  cau se  was s t r o n g  s o c i e t i e s
were p r e s e n t .  A g i t a t i o n  was e s s e n t i a l  to  p u r i f y  th e  c o u n t r y ,  and
w hile  a s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l  co u ld  do a g r e a t  d e a l ,  more co u ld  be done
in  g roups . A f t e r  a l l ,  Quincy rem arked , f i r e  companies were more
25e f f i c i e n t  th a n  th e  b u c k e t  system .
Rogers n e v e r  took  th e s e  g e n t l e  r e m o n s tra n c e s  to  h e a r t ,  save
only to  e x p la i n  c h e e r f u l l y  t h a t  h e  d id  n o t  e x p e c t  ev ery o n e  to  a g re e
26w ith  h i s  p o s i t i o n .  W hatever h i s  c r i t i c s  m igh t s a y ,  Rogers had  no 
in t e n t i o n  of a l t e r i n g  h i s  c o u r s e .  He saw no prob lem  w i th  e x te n d in g  
h i s  co m e-o u te r ,  n o n - r e s i s t a n t  p r i n c i p l e s  to  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  cause  
i t s e l f .  As h a s  b een  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  C h ap te r  V I, Rogers h e ld  t h a t  
the  m ajor i n i q u i t y  i n  American s o c i e t y  was power and a u t h o r i t y ;  
by t h e i r  power and a u t h o r i t y ,  th e  S t a t e  and th e  c le r g y  e n s la v e d  th e  
b la ck  s o u th e r n e r  and everyone  e l s e .  W hile  a n t i - s l a v e r y  o r g a n iz a t i o n s  
were n o t  as h e in o u s  as  th e  S t a t e  and th e  c l e r g y ,  t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  m i r r o r e d  th e  l a r g e r  s o c i e t y  by " c o n f in in g "  
the. a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  Hence, whenever an a n t i - s l a v e r y  c o n v en t io n  
f a i l e d  to  a d a p t  t o  R o g e r s ’ n o - o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t  v i s i o n ,  th e  New 
Hampshire e d i t o r  co u ld  be ex p ec te d  to  c h a s t i s e  i t  f o r  n o t  l i v i n g  
up to  a b o l i t i o n i s t  p r i n c i p l e s .  By th e  s p r in g  o f  1844 Rogers was 
becoming more v o c a l  i n  h i s  p r o t e s t a t i o n s .
Rogers was e s p e c i a l l y  i r k e d  w i th  th e  1844 New England A n t i -  
S lav e ry  S o c ie ty  m e e t in g .  In  a w h in in g  and s a r c a s t i c  e d i t o r i a l  he 
condemned th e  NEASS b e c a u s e  i t  n o t  on ly  in t r o d u c e d  i r r e l e v a n t
-237-
to p ic s  C d isu n io n ism ) , b u t  i t  had  p re p a re d  t h e s e  t o p i c s  i n  a d v an ce ,  
a " c u t t i n g  and d r y in g  m a t t e r  to  w hich a m ee t in g  i s  to  b e  l i m i t e d  
and c o n f in e d ."  For R o g e rs ,  such  o rg a n iz e d  p ro c e d u re s  " i n e v i t a b l y  
deadens a n t i - s l a v e r y  f e e l i n g s ,  and p a l s i e s  th e  g e n iu s  o f  th e  a n t i ­
s la v e ry  g a t h e r i n g . "  I f  i s s u e s  w ere  to  be d i s c u s s e d ,  th e y  sh o u ld  
not be p re p a re d  by  a  com m ittee  p r i o r  to  th e  m e e t in g ;  r a t h e r ,  th ey  
should  a r i s e  s p o n ta n e o u s ly ,  f r e e  from th e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  a h a n d fu l  
of committee members. Rogers was a l s o  u p s e t  t h a t  A b ig a i l  Folsom 
had been  f o r c i b l y  e j e c t e d  from  th e  m e e t in g .  T ru e ,  he  acknow ledged ,
she was d i s r u p t i v e  and e m o t io n a l ly  d i s t u r b e d ,  b u t  she  n e v e r t h e l e s s
27had ev ery  r i g h t  to  s p e a k ,  as  d id  everyone  who a t t e n d e d .
G a r r iso n  p ro b a b ly  was annoyed w i th  R o g e rs '  c o m p la in ts  ab o u t  
the  New England m e e t in g ,  y e t  h e  d id  n o t  re sp o n d  i n  th e  L i b e r a t o r .
But when he re a d  R o g e r s ' d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  1844 New Hampshire 
annual m e e t in g ,  he  was moved to  c h a s t i s e  h i s  f r i e n d  s e v e r e l y .
C le a r ly ,  G a r r i s o n  had  grown weary and im p a t i e n t  w i th  th e  no­
o r g a n iz a t i o n  d o c t r i n e .
The 1844 New Hampshire m ee t in g  w as, i n  R o g e rs '  e s t i m a t i o n ,  
a " f r e e "  one u n t i l  S tephen  F o s t e r  and Enoch Mack, P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  
S o c ie ty  and a r d e n t  F r e e w i l l  B a p t i s t ,  " to o k  th e  p a in s  to  i n t r o d u c e  
some b u s in e s s  m a t t e r s , " — th e  e l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s —w hich i n t e r r u p t e d  
the  d i s c u s s io n  o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  p r i n c i p l e s .  Why was su ch  a c o u rse  
n e c e s s a r y ,  Rogers a sk e d .  S a r c a s t i c a l l y  c h id in g  th e  two, Rogers  n o te d  
t h a t  F o s te r  w anted  o f f i c e r s  on ly  b e c a u s e  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
would make i t  e a s i e r  to  o b ta in  funds and to  s e c u re  " th e  c o n f id e n c e  
o f  t h e  b u s in e s s  p u b l i c . "  Mack, w anted  o f f i c e r s  i n s t a l l e d  " to  s e c u r e  
the  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n ,  by k eep in g  up th e  forms o f c i v i l  a u t h o r i t y . "
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In  a d d i t i o n ,  F o s t e r  p r e s e n te d  a  m o tio n  t o  s e v e r  t h e  H e ra ld  from 
the NHASS, b u t  as an a n t i - n o - o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t ,  he  was th e  o n ly  one 
who b o th e re d  to  v o t e .  Mack, would have  v o t e d ,  Rogers n o te d ,  b u t  he 
was i n  th e  c h a i r  and t h e r e f o r e  u n a b le  to  v o te  u n l e s s  t h e r e  w ere 
a t i e .  N e v e r t h e le s s ,  Rogers s n e e r e d ,  Mack would have  v o te d  i f  he  
cou ld , b ecau se  he was a n x io u s  to  s e v e r  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  a
28paper t h a t  championed no o r g a n iz a t i o n i s m  and a n t i - c l e r i c a l i s m .
G a rr iso n  was shocked  w i th  b o th  th e  to n e  and c o n te n t  o f  R o g e r s ’ 
a r t i c l e .  R e p r in t in g  R o g e r 's  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  m e e t in g  u n d e r  th e  
head ing  " S h a l l  we D isband?"  G a r r i s o n  n o te d  t h a t  t h e  New Ham pshire 
conven tion  was a " h ig h ly  i n t e r e s t i n g , "  y e t  d i s t u r b i n g  one a s  w e l l .
I t  may have been  a " f r e e  m e e t in g ,"  b u t  a  c o n fu sed  G a r r i s o n  n o te d  
th a t  n o th in g  o f  im p o r tan c e  was acco m p lish e d .  T h is  was u n f o r t u n a t e  
because  th e  G r a n i te  S t a t e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  were  f a c e d  w i th  some im p o r ta n t  
b u s in e s s  c o n c e rn s ;  c h i e f  among them was f o r m u la t in g  a p la n  to  s u s t a i n  
the  f i n a n c i a l l y - p r e s s e d  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom . W orse, th e  lan g u ag e  o f 
R ogers ' a r t i c l e  was o b j e c t i o n a b l e  and " a p p a r e n t ly  d e f i c i e n t  i n  
magnanimity and n o t  w a r r a n te d  by th e  f a c t s  i n  t h e  c a s e . "
F o s te r  and Mack d id  n o t  d e se rv e  c e n s u r e ,  G a r r i s o n  i n s i s t e d ,  f o r  
they m ere ly  so u g h t  to  e l e c t  o f f i c e r s  " in  a cco rd an ce  w i th  th e  
re q u irem en t  o f  th e  [NHASS] c o n s t i t u t i o n . "  I s  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  th e  
S o c ie ty  w orthy  o f  c e n s u r e ,  h e  a sk e d .  F u r th e rm o re ,  why was Mack 
a t ta c k e d ?  He may in d e e d  have  h i s  " s u p e r s t i t i o n s , "  b u t  " in  c a n d o r ,
I  t h i n k  su ch  an a t t a c k  on him , s im p ly  f o r  b e in g  ' i n  th e  c h a i r , '  and 
doing th e  l e g i t i m a t e  b u s i n e s s  o f  th e  S o c ie ty ,  i s  n o t  c h a r i t a b l e . "
G a r r i s o n  a l s o  q u e s t io n e d  th e  v a lu e  o f  n o - o r g a n i z a t i o n  i t s e l f .
I f  ev ery  s o c i e t y — s t a t e ,  l o c a l ,  and n a t i o n a l — ad o p ted  th e  n o -
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organization doctrine, abolitionism would dissolve. Indeed, the
concept made l i t t l e  s e n s e  and was o b v io u s ly  c o n t r a d i c t o r y :
When a m ee t in g  h a s  been  c a l l e d  to  t a k e  up th e  q u e s t i o n  
of s o u th e r n  s l a v e r y ,  and t o  d e v is e  m easures  f o r  th e  
overth row  o f  t h a t  h o r r i d  sy s te m , they  [ n o - o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s ] 
o f t e n  seem to  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  i s  a more p r o f i t a b l e  occupancy 
o f th e  tim e  to  d e c la im  a g a i n s t  th e  ap p o in tm en t o f  any p e rso n  
to  p r e s id e  on th e  o c c a s io n ,  o r  to  keep a r e c o rd  o f  th e  
p ro c e e d in g s ,  o r  o f  any com m ittee  to  s u g g e s t  b u s i n e s s ,  o r  
to  m atu re  any p l a n s  f o r  f u t u r e  a c t i o n I
For G a r r i s o n ,  t h i s  p r e o c c u p a t io n  was "m a g n ify [ in g ]  m o l e h i l l s  i n t o
m oun ta in s" ;  i t  was " s t r a i n i n g  a t  th e  g n a t . "  N o - o r g a n iz a t io n  was
u n a cc e p tab le  to  G a r r i s o n  and he  s t r o n g l y  p r o t e s t e d  a g a i n s t  i t  and
denounced th e  1844 C o nven tion . Given th e  i n c r e a s i n g  t e n s i o n s  among
r a d i c a l s ,  i t  was o b v io u s  t h a t  th e  G ra n i te  S t a t e  s o c i e t y  was growing
weak and R o g e rs '  f o r m u la t io n s  w ere  n o t  enhanc ing  i t  i n  any con- 
29s t r u c t i v e  way.
C le a r l y ,  by 1844 th e  two men w ere d r i f t i n g  a p a r t ;  Rogers was 
unable  to  s u p p o r t  d i s u n io n  and G a r r i s o n  was u n a b le  to  s u p p o r t  no­
o r g a n iz a t i o n .  Y e t ,  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  d id  n o t  d ev e lo p  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  
an open b r e a c h ,  a l th o u g h  Rogers c o n t i n u a l l y  t r i e d  G a r r i s o n 's  
p a t ie n c e  w i th  h i s  n o - o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t  i d e a s .  For exam ple, R o g ers ,  
a p p ea l in g  to  th e  AASS E x e c u t iv e  Committee to  p ro v id e  funds  f o r  
P a rk e r  P i l l s b u r y ,  c a s u a l ly  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  money d o n a ted  to  th e  
S o c ie ty  s h o u ld ,  i n  t u r n ,  be  g iv e n  to  an i n d i v i d u a l  f o r  a s p e c i f i c  
purpose r a t h e r  th a n  to  a l a r g e  " c o r p o r a t i o n . "  I t  i s  more a n t i ­
s l a v e r y - l i k e  to  im p a r t  d i r e c t l y  to  a  p e rso n  w i th  a s o u l  and h e a r t ,  
than  to  a c o r p o r a t i o n  [ t r e a s u r y  o r  s t a t e  s o c i e t y ] ,  w hich i s  w i th o u t  
a h e a r t — o r to  a com m ittee , w h ich , a t  b e s t , i s  b u t  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
of human i t y . " The AASS, R ogers  n o te d ,  had s p e n t  money u n w ise ly  i n
\
the  p a s t .  Too much, money w ent to  New York to  p u rc h a se  d u l l  books
w h ic h  were d e p o s i t e d  on s h e l v e s ,  p ro b a b ly  t o  rem ain  t h e r e  " t i l l
th e  moths make i t  o t h e r w i s e . "
G a rr iso n  was s t u p i f i e d .  " I f  ' o f f i c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  n o t
q u i te  s a c re d  enough f o r  a n t i - s l a v e r y  t r u s t , " '  he  e x c la im e d ,  " th e n ,
in  our o p in io n ,  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  n o t .  I f  one can be
s a f e ly  t r u s t e d ,  th e n  why n o t  two? I s  th e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  su ch  p e r s o n s
as F ran c is  J a c k s o n ,  W endell P h i l l i p s ,  Edmund Q uincy, and M aria  W.
Chapman, i n  c o m p ara t iv e  p e r i l ,  b e c a u se  th e y  a r e  a c t i n g  i n  a s s o c i a t e  
30c a p a c i ty ? "
Such, i n c i d e n t s  d id  n o t  l e a d  to  a  s p l i t ,  y e t  i r o n i c a l l y  an 
u n b r id g e a b le  gap d ev e lo p e d  be tw een  Rogers and G a r r i s o n — and be tw een  
Rogers and h i s  f e l lo w  New Ham pshire r a d i c a l s ,  S tep h en  F o s t e r  and 
Pa rke r  P i l l s b u r y — o v e r  a  b u s i n e s s  s q u a b b le :  th e  ow nersh ip  o f
the  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom.
As. h a s  a l r e a d y  b een  shown, S tephen  F o s t e r  in t r o d u c e d  a 
r e s o l u t i o n  a t  th e  1844 NHASS a n n u a l  m ee t in g  w h ich  so u g h t to  s e v e r  
the  H e ra ld  from th e  S o c ie ty .  S in ce  he was th e  on ly  one who v o te d ,  
the  r e s o l u t i o n  p a s s e d .  F o s t e r ' s  m o tiv es  a r e  u n c l e a r ,  b u t  he 
p robab ly  was grow ing f e a r f u l  t h a t  R o g e rs '  n o - o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t  
p h ilo so p h y  m igh t l e a d  to  th e  S o c i e t y ' s  e v e n tu a l  d e s t r u c t i o n .  What­
ever th e  c a s e ,  Rogers was amenable to  th e  b re a k  s in c e  th e  H e ra ld
would "now . . .  be  n o m in a l ly ,  as  w e l l  as r e a l l y ,  f r e e  o f any
31o rg a n ic  t ra m m e ls ."  G a r r i s o n  l i k e w is e  th o u g h t  t h a t  t h i s  was th e
b e s t  p o l i c y  b e c a u se  R ogers  would be  f r e e  to  d i s c u s s  a n y th in g  h e
32d e s i r e d  w i th o u t  " i m p l i c a t i n g "  th e  S o c ie ty .
U n f o r tu n a te ly  f o r  Rogers and John R. F re n c h ,  th e  p u b l i s h e r  o f
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the H e ra ld , n e i t h e r  was t o  e x p e r ie n c e  th e  jo y  o f  w ork ing  w i th  a 
" f re e "  and "untraram eled" p a p e r .  F re n c h ,  h a r d - p r e s s e d  to  pay o f f  h i s  
mounting d e b t s ,  announced s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  th e  1844 c o n v e n t io n  t h a t  
the  H era ld  would c e a s e  p u b l i c a t i o n .  Enough money was th e n  d o n a ted  
to r e s u s c i t a t e  t h e  p a p e r ;  how ever, t h e  S o c ie ty  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  i t  
was to  be  p u b l i s h e d  "u n d e r  th e  a u s p ic e s  o f  th e  Board o f  M anagers" 
of the  NHASS. F r e n c h 's  d e c i s i o n  to  d isb a n d  th e  p ap e r  had  r a i s e d  an 
im p o r tan t  p o i n t :  d id  th e  NHASS own th e  p a p e r  o r  d id  F rench? The
Board of Managers o f  th e  NHASS, l e d  by th e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  F o s t e r ,  
claimed t h a t  th e  S o c ie ty  owned i t ,  and as s u c h ,  F rench  had no r i g h t  
to  h a l t  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a p e r  w i th o u t  th e  S o c i e t y ' s  p e r m is s io n .  
French c la im ed  t h a t  he  owned i t  b e c a u se  th e  S o c ie ty  d id  n o t  pay 
him or Rogers a  s a l a r y ;  i n s t e a d ,  th e  two men were fo r c e d  to  r e l y  on 
dona tions  f o r  p e r s o n a l  incom es. F or h i s  p a r t ,  Rogers  d id  n o t  c a re  
who owned th e  p a p e r ,  b u t  he was drawn n a t u r a l l y  to  F r e n c h 's  s id e  
because  F ren ch  was engaged to  b e  m a r r ie d  to  R o g ers '  e l d e s t  d a u g h te r .
By mid-summer o f  1844 t h e  b a t t l e  l i n e s  w ere  c l e a r l y  drawn.
The prob lem  o f  ow nersh ip  was b r o u g h t  to  a head  when French 
e v e n tu a l ly  s u b s t i t u t e d  h i s  name f o r  th e  S o c i e t y ' s  a s  p u b l i s h e r .  
C le a r ly ,  F rench  was d e fy in g  th e  Board o f  Managers and , as. a  r e s u l t ,
New Hampshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  so u g h t a  s p e c i a l  m ee t in g  o f  th e  NHASS 
fo r  th e  f a l l  o f  1844 to  d e c id e  th e  i s s u e  o f  ow nersh ip  once and f o r  
a l l .  In  t h e  m eantim e, th e  a g g r ie v e d  p a r t i e s  co u ld  n o t  r e f r a i n  from 
p u b l ic ly  a i r i n g  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  an d , as a  r e s u l t ,  G ra n i te  S t a t e  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  became e m b ro i le d  i n  a v i c i o u s ,  p u b l i c ,  and i n t e r ­
nec ine  b a t t l e .
Rogers was e s p e c i a l l y  p e t u l a n t .  In  a  l e t t e r  to  h i s  M a s sa c h u se t t s
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f r ie n d  F r a n c i s  J a c k s o n ,  R ogers  w ro te  o f  h i s  d e s i r e  " t o  b es tow  a
l i n e  on S tephen S. F o s t e r — f o r  h i s  Reverend d e m o n s t r a t io n s  tow ards
the  H era ld  o f  Freedom, He has  c o n t r i v e d  . . .  to  p l a c e  th e  m a t t e r
33in  a t o t a l l y  f a l s e  a s p e c t . "  To in f la m e  m a t t e r s  f u r t h e r ,  Rogers
began c a s t i n g  th e  d i s p u t e  i n  i d e o l o g i c a l  te rm s :  F o s t e r ,  th e  Board
of Manageirs and o th e r  a n t i - R o g e r s  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere  i n  le a g u e
to  s i l e n c e  th e  n o - o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t  p h i lo s o p h y .  Rogers on ly  hoped
th a t  G a r r is o n  would p u t  a s i d e  i d e o l o g i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  and ju d g e  th e
is s u e  on i t s  m e r i t s  a lo n e .  But i n  l a t e  O c to b e r ,  t h a t  p o s s i b i l i t y
— to  R o g ers '  mind— was h ig h ly  q u e s t i o n a b l e :  " I  d o n ' t  know w h e th e r
dear G a r r is o n  w i l l  f o r g i v e  my h e r e s i e s  ab o u t o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and
34committees lo n g  enough to  go w i th  u s . "
O ther a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  r e p u l s e d  by R o g e rs '  n o t io n s  of a c o n s p i r a c y ,  
w rote  to  one a n o th e r  a d v i s i n g  t h a t  th e  New Ham pshire e d i t o r  sh o u ld  
be  approached  w i th  c a u t i o n .  R o g ers ,  one a b o l i t i o n i s t  w ro te  to  
R ichard  Webb o f  I r e l a n d ,  must be  l e f t  a lo n e  and a s  q u i e t  as p o s s i b l e ,  
"o th e rw ise  h i s  p a s s io n s  w i l l  g ro w 'e v e r  f i e r c e r  and more f i e r c e r . "  
Quincy u rg ed  t h a t  W endell P h i l l i p s — a man Rogers  r e s p e c t e d — w r i t e  
a " p r i v a t e  l e t t e r "  to  th e  New Ham pshire e d i t o r  i n  an a t te m p t  to  calm 
him. F r a n c i s  Jack so n  u rged  Rogers to  s e t t l e  th e  d i s p u t e  w i th  F o s t e r  
and th e  Board i n  o r d e r  t h a t  th e  upcoming s p e c i a l  c o n v e n t io n  be  a 
f r i e n d l y  a f f a i r .
But Rogers co u ld  n o t  be  p e rsu a d e d  to  tem per h i s  re m ark s .  As a 
r e s u l t  G a r r i s o n ,  u n co m fo r ta b le  w i th  th e  growing b i t t e r n e s s  i n  New 
Hampshire, p u b l i s h e d  an e d i t o r i a l  t h a t  con firm ed  R o g ers '  w o rs t  
f e a r s :  G a r r i s o n  had d e s e r t e d  F rench  and had  s id e d  w i t h  F o s t e r  and
th e  Board. W hile th e  B o s to n ia n  la u d e d  French  f o r  h i s  a n t i - s l a v e r y
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a c t i v i t y ,  he  co u ld  n o t  i g n o r e  th e  B o a r d 's  e v id e n c e  "which., u n le s s  
promptly r e f u t e d ,  must p l a c e  t h e  p u b l i s h e r  [F ren ch ]  i n  any o t h e r  
than a c r e d i t a b l e  p o s i t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c . "  For G a r r i s o n ,  " i t  i s  
p la in  t h a t  th e  H e ra ld  i s  th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  t h e  S t a t e  S o c i e ty ,  and 
under t h e i r  e x c lu s iv e  and l e g i t i m a t e  c o n t r o l  a s  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
of t h a t  S o c ie ty ;  and c o n se q u e n t ly  t h a t  i t  ough t a t  once to  be  p u t  
in to  t h e i r  h a n d s . "  G a r r i s o n  a d m it te d  t h a t  more f a c t s  may be i n  th e  
o f f in g  b u t  from what he had  b een  a b l e  to  p ie c e  t o g e t h e r ,  F rench  had
" s e r io u s ly  e r r e d  i n  ju d g m en t,  though we s h a l l  be  s low  to  impeach h i s
•  * - •  "36i n t e n t i o n s .
C le a r l y ,  G a r r i s o n  was n o t  an x io u s  to  b r i n g  R ogers  i n t o  th e  f r a y .
A ll  of th e  B o s to n i a n ’ s  c r i t i c i s m s  were l e v e l l e d  a t  F ren c h ,  who by
e a r ly  November had  denounced th e  Board and had c a l l e d  F o s t e r  a
c a l c u l a t i n g  l i a r .  Y e t ,  a t  th e  same t im e ,  G a r r i s o n  r e a l i z e d  t h a t
Rogers would p la y  a c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  th e  f i n a l  s o l u t i o n  .to th e
H e ra ld ' s  p rob lem . I t  w as , he  s a i d ,  im p e r a t iv e  t h a t  Rogers a t t e n d
the  November 29 s p e c i a l  c o n v e n t io n ;  R o g e rs '  p r e s e n c e  was " a b s o l u t e l y
in d i s p e n s a b le  to  an harm onious a d ju s tm e n t  o f  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s . "
37But R ogers ,  c la im in g  t h a t  he  was i l l ,  d id  n o t  a t t e n d .
Im m ed ia te ly  a f t e r  th e  s p e c i a l  c o n v e n t io n  was c a l l e d  to  o r d e r ,  
a com m ittee was chosen  to  d e te rm in e  th e  ow nersh ip  o f  th e  H e r a l d . 
A lthough P a rk e r  P i l l s b u r y  was a  member, th e  com m ittee  l a r g e l y  
c o n s i s t e d  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  i n c lu d in g  G a r r i s o n ,
W endell P h i l l i p s ,  Edmund Quincy and Anne W eston. T h e i r  d e c i s io n  
was reach ed  q u i c k ly :  th e  Board owned th e  H e ra ld  and , m oreover ,
" th e  conduct o f  Mr. F re n c h  was c e n s u r a b le  i n  su n d ry  p a r t i c u l a r s . "
But th e  com m ittee  a l s o  unan im ously  en d o rsed  Rogers as  e d i t o r  and
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hoped t h a t  he would c o n t in u e  a t  t h a t  p o s t .  T h is  d e c i s i o n  was
endorsed by th e  e n t i r e  c o n v e n t io n ,  and th e  d e l e g a t e s ,  e ch o in g  th e
committee, unanim ously  u rg e d  t h a t  Rogers rem ain  a s  e d i t o r .
F rench , how ever, was n o t  s a t i s f i e d  w i th  th e  outcome and
im m ediate ly  fo c u sed  on R ogers  and h i s  n o - o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t  p o s i t i o n ,
a to p ic  t h a t  G a r r i s o n  and o t h e r s  h ad  a s s id u o u s ly  av o id ed .  The
problem of th e  H e r a l d , F ren ch  i n s i s t e d ,  d id  n o t  l i e  w i th  h im , b u t
w ith  R o g ers '  r a d i c a l  d o c t r i n e s .  For y e a r s ,  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  " i n
c e r t a in  q u a r t e r s , "  u n c o m fo r ta b le  w i th  n o - o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  had a t te m p te d
e i t h e r  to  o v e r th ro w  th e  p a p e r  o r  c o n f in e  i t .  Today, th e y  had
38succeeded , F rench  e x c la im ed .
Rogers a p p a r e n t ly  a g re e d  and th ro u g h o u t  th e  rem a in d e r  o f  th e  
y ea r  and most o f  1845, h e  c h a rg ed  t h a t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  had  c o n s p i r e d  
to  e x p e l  h im  from th e  e d i t o r ' s  c h a i r .  C l e a r l y ,  Rogers was o v e r ­
s t a t i n g  h i s  c a s e .  T ru e ,  G a r r i s o n  denounced n o - o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  b u t  
he was a n x io u s  t h a t  R ogers  rem ain  as  e d i t o r .  On more th a n  one 
o c c a s io n ,  G a r r i s o n  a rg u ed  t h a t  th e  d i s p u t e  d id  n o t— o r  s h o u ld  n o t — 
in c lu d e  R ogers ,  and t h a t  th e  New Hampshire e d i t o r ' s  a t t e m p ts  to  
p la ce  h im s e l f  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  th e  f r a y  were u n n e c e s sa ry  and d i v i s i v e
I t  s h o u ld  be  c o n s t a n t l y  remembered t h a t  th e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  
H e ra ld  i s  in v o lv e d  w ith , t h i s  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  o n ly  so  f a r  as 
he  h a s  v o l u n t a r i l y  and u n n e c e s s a r i l y  made h im s e l f  a p a r ty  
to  i t .  He was r e s t i n g  under  no im peachm ent, and t h e r e f o r e  
was n o t  on t r i a l .
French was th e  c e n t r a l  f i g u r e  i n  th e  d i s p u t e ,  a c c o r d in g  to  G a r r i s o n ,
b u t  i f  Rogers c o n t in u e d  to  en d o rse  F r e n c h 's  p o s i t i o n  th e n  b o th
39must "be re p ro v e d  i n  a  f a i t h f u l  and i m p a r t i a l  m an n er ."
Rogers was c o n v in c e d ,  how ever, t h a t  G a r r i s o n ,  F o s t e r  and o th e r s  
sough t to  s i l e n c e  h i s  " h e r e s i e s . "  As a r e s u l t ,  R ogers  r e f u s e d  to
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edit the Herald because, even though Garrison and other abolitionists
had urged  him to  resume h i s  d u t i e s ,  he  co u ld  n o t  " d e c e n t ly "  s u b m it ,
s in ce  th e  S o c ie ty  would u l t i m a t e l y  c o n t r o l  i t .  T h e re fo re  Rogers
never went back  to  h i s  p o s t ,  th u s  en d in g  h i s  s i x - y e a r  te rm  as  
40e d i t o r .
S e l f - p i t y  soon e n v e lo p ed  th e  f i f t y - y e a r  o ld  fo rm er e d i t o r .
In l e t t e r s  to  f r i e n d s  he  c o n t i n u a l l y  em phasized  h i s  c o n s t a n t  b o u ts
w i th  i l l n e s s ,  t h e  l o s s  o f  th e  H e r a l d , and th e  d e s e r t i o n  o f  h i s
f r i e n d s .  " I t  w i l l  b e  [a ]  d u l l  l i f e  to  me ( i f  I  l i v e  one) a f t e r
the  . . . e x c i te m e n t  o f  th e  l a s t  s i x  y e a r s  and i n  a  s t a t e  o f  o u t la w ry
as we s h a l l  b e , "  he w ro te  to  F r a n c is  J a c k s o n . ^  In d e e d ,  th a n k s  to
F o s te r  and G a r r i s o n ,  R ogers  "had a n o th e r  p u l l -d o w n "  and t h e i r  a t t a c k s
42"makes i t  s low  and u p - h i l l  work f o r  me to  g e t  w e l l . "
A f t e r  he  r e s ig n e d  from th e  H e r a ld ,  Rogers m a in ta in e d  t h a t  th e
problem o f  ow nersh ip  was s e c o n d a ry  and t h a t  th e  su b se q u e n t  q u a r r e l
would have rem ained  a  s m a l l  and i n s i g n i f i c a n t  feud  had i t  n o t  been
fo r  th e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  th e  M a s sa c h u s e t ts  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y
G a rr iso n .  F o s t e r  and th e  Board "would have  b een  h a rm le s s  b u t  f o r
G a r r i s o n ."  In d e e d ,  th e  H e r a l d , Rogers w ro te  to  E n g l i s h  a b o l i t i o n i s t
E l iz a b e th  P e a se ,  was
s to p p e d  by th e  v io l e n c e  o f  F o s t e r ,  one o f  my c o a d j u t o r s .
He i s  backed  up by G a r r i s o n  h i m s e l f — by Quincy—Mrs. Chapman 
— W endell [ P h i l l i p s ]  and I  d o n ’ t  know whom e l s e .  . . .
They know n o th in g  o f  th e  m e r i t s  o f  th e  c a s e —which was 
m ere ly  t h a t  F o s t e r  g o t  a n o t io n  t h a t  th e  p u b l i s h e r  o f  th e  
p a p e r ,  John  R. F re n c h ,  was r e c e i v i n g  to o  many d o n a t io n s  
and h im s e l f  too  few.
The B oston  and New York, g ro u p s ,  Rogers c la im ed ,  "became a larm ed
a t  my n o t io n s  ab o u t o r g a n i z a t i o n "  and , as a  r e s u l t ,  so u g h t  h i s
d o w n f a l l . ^
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Rogers cou ld  n o t  b e  d is su a d e d  from h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  G a r r iso n
was th e  c h i e f  cause  o f  th e  H e r a l d ' s  dem ise . G a r r i s o n ,  Rogers
a s s e r t e d ,  s u p p o r te d  "co m m it te e sh ip  and c o r p o r a t io n "  and was t h e r e f o r e
b l in d e d  by th e  d e b a te  o v e r  o w n ersh ip .  As a  r e s u l t ,  " G a r r i s o n  h e lp e d
.44k i l l  i t .  I  s h a l l  t e l l  him  he h e lp e d  k i l l  th e  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom.
But b e f o r e  R ogers  c o u ld  s c o ld  G a r r i s o n ,  he  was d e a l t  a n o th e r
blow. In  l a t e  December, P a r k e r  P i l l s b u r y  announced t h a t  he had
45been d e s ig n a te d  th e  new e d i t o r  o f  th e  c r i p p l e d  H e r a l d . T h is
must have h u r t  Rogers d e e p ly ,  f o r  he was e s p e c i a l l y  c lo s e  to
P i l l s b u r y .  In  th e  e a r l y  1 8 4 0 's  he  had  f e v e r i s h l y  so u g h t d o n a t io n s
fo r  th e  f i n a n c i a l l y  p r e s s e d  P i l l s b u r y .  F u r th e rm o re ,  he  had a l lo w ed
P i l l s b u r y  to  room a t  h i s  home when P i l l s b u r y  co u ld  n o t  a f f o r d  a home
of h i s  own. For R o g ers ,  P i l l s b u r y ' s  a c t i o n  was tan tam o u n t to  t r e a s o n .
46"I am ashamed a t  P a r k e r  P i l l s b u r y ' s  p o s i t i o n , "  Rogers w a i le d .
P i l l s b u r y ,  how ever , had  grown a p a r t  from Rogers and , l i k e  
F o s te r ,  found th e  n o - o r g a n i z a t i o n  p h i lo so p h y  d i s t a s t e f u l  and c o u n te r ­
p ro d u c t iv e .  H o rse ,  P i l l s b u r y  was growing im p a t i e n t  w i th  R o g ers '  
and h i s  s u p p o r t e r s '  b e l l i c o s e  p e r s o n a l  a t t a c k s  on ev e ry  a b o l i t i o n i s t  
who d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  th e  i d e a  o f  n o - o r g a n i z a t i o n .  A f t e r  a f lo o d  o f  
s h r i l l  and v i t r i o l i c  p ro—Rogers l e t t e r s — m o stly  from Rhode I s l a n d  
and M a s s a c h u s e t t s — were p u b l i s h e d  i n  th e  L i b e r a t o r , P i l l s b u r y  was 
a s to n i s h e d  t h a t  "Rogers c o u ld  s ta n d  s i l e n t ,  and s e e  such  f lo o d s  o f  
low, v u l g a r ,  s e n s e l e s s  a b u se  poured  upon us i n  h i s  d e f e n s e ,  and 
by h i s  d e v o ted  and faw ning  s y c o p h a n t s .
P i l l s b u r y  was a n x io u s  to  r e v i t a l i z e  th e  H e ra ld  and to  " g e t  . . . 
r i d  o f  th e  verm in  t h a t  h a s  i n f e s t e d  ou r  m ee t in g s  f o r  th e  l a s t  two
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48or th r e e  y e a r s . "  A p p a re n t ly  he  was s u c c e s s f u l ,  f o r  t h e  H e ra ld
was once a g a in  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  by e a r l y  1845 and P i l l s b u r y  r a p i d l y
49p u l le d  away from h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r  s n o - o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t  d o c t r i n e s .
There would b e ,  P i l l s b u r y  announced , a  s t r u c t u r e d  a n t i - s l a v e r y
s o c ie ty  i n  New H am pshire , and i t  would i s s u e  th e  H e ra ld  under th e
«  ^ > • 5 0  B oard 's  a e g i s .
R ogers ,  how ever, was d e te rm in e d  to  c i r c u l a t e  h i s  r a d i c a l  v ie w s ,
and i n  F eb ru a ry  1845, announced t h a t  he  would be e d i t o r  o f  THE
H erald  o f  Freedom . Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  John R. French was d e s ig n a te d
as p u b l i s h e r .  Rogers would a t  l a s t  be  f r e e  o f  a l l  i n t e r f e r e n c e s  from
an " i n s o l e n t  Board" and " f r i e n d  F o s t e r . "  There  w as ,  Rogers conv inced
h im s e l f ,  " a  f e e l i n g  ab o u t s t a r t i n g  a  new p a p e r— and a  good d e a l  o f
in d ig n a t io n  a t  f r i e n d  F o s t e r  on a cc o u n t  o f  s to p p in g  th e  o ld  o n e ." " ^
O ther  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere  w o r r i e d  t h a t  R o g ers '  new p a p e r—w ith
the  a r t i c l e  "The" s e r v i n g  as th e  o n ly  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  th e  two
p apers—would co n fu se  and d i v i d e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .  F r a n c i s  Jack so n
g e n t ly  u rged  Rogers to  d rop  h i s  p la n s  f o r  a  new p a p e r .  "Two H e r a l d s , "
he n o te d ,  "ca n n o t  b e  s u p p o r te d  . . . and b o th  I  f e a r  w ould  be 
52swamped." P i l l s b u r y  was l e s s  calm th a n  J a c k s o n ,  im p ly in g  to
G arr iso n  t h a t  l e g a l  a c t i o n  may be  loom ing on th e  h o r i z o n :  "Here
i s  th e  P r o s p e c tu s  [ f o r  R o g e rs '  The H e r a l d ] , "  P i l l s b u r y  s c ra w le d .
" I s  i t  v e ry  modest to  t a k e  our name— ? The P o s t  M as te r  and some
53o th e r s  t h i n k  n o t — " The N a t io n a l  A n t i - S la v e r y  S ta n d a rd  condemned 
R o g ers ’ a c t i o n  and c la im ed  t h a t  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  The H e ra ld  amounted 
to  "a  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  w a r . " ^
G a r r i s o n ,  f o r  h i s  p a r t ,  p r a i s e d  P i l l s b u r y  and u rged  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
everywhere to  d o n a te  money to  th e  S o c i e t y ' s  H e ra ld .  At th e  same t im e ,
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he was growing weary o f  Rogers* p e t u l a n t  a r t i c l e s  p u b l is h e d  i n  t h e
Lynn [M a ssac h u se t ts ]  P io n e e r ,  e d i t e d  by Henry C lapp , a  sy m p a th e t ic
n o - o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t .  From December, 1844 th ro u g h  F e b ru a ry ,  1845,
G arrison  and Rogers engaged i n  a  w ar o f  w o rd s ,  each  r e h a s h in g  th e
55arguments c o n ce rn in g  th e  ow nersh ip  o f  th e  o ld  H e r a l d . Unable to  
t o l e r a t e  R o g ers '  d i a t r i b e s  any l o n g e r ,  G a r r i s o n  f i n a l l y  t o l d  h i s  
re a d e rs  t h a t
f r i e n d  Rogers h a s  become a  monomaniac on th e  s u b j e c t  of 
o r g a n iz a t i o n  and f r e e  m e e t in g ,  and i t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  i d l e ,  
w h i le  he i s  in  t h a t  s t a t e  o f  m ind, to  a t te m p t  to  a rg u e  w i th  
him. The d i s e a s e  h a s  a b s o lu t e  m as te ry  o v e r  h i s  r e a s o n ,  
h i s  judgm ent,  and h i s  common s e n s e .  . . . A l l  t h i s  would 
be  i r r e s i s t i b l y  l u d i c r o u s ,  i f  i t  w ere  n o t  d i s t r e s s i n g l y  
p i t i a b l e .  I t  i s  w i t h i n  a  h a i r ' s  b r e a d th  o f  lu n a c y ,  
dow nrigh t lu n a c y .  . . .  I t  i s  t h e r e  to  be  t r e a t e d  w i th  
a l l  f o r b e a r a n c e ,  t e n d e r n e s s ,  and c h a r i t y .
In  February  1845, Rogers h ad  b een  i s o l a t e d  from  a l l  b u t  a  h a n d fu l
of s u p p o r t e r s .  P a rk e r  P i l l s b u r y  was p ro b a b ly  c o r r e c t  when he
informed G a r r is o n  t h a t  i t  " i s  d o u b t f u l  w h e th e r  Rogers h a s  many
57r e a l  a l l i e s  (n o t  f r i e n d l y )  any w h e re ."
By F e b ru a ry ,  t h e r e  w ere two H e r a l d s , one e d i t e d  by Rogers and
one e d i t e d  by P i l l s b u r y .  I f  Rogers had  hoped to  a t t r a c t  New
Hampshire r e a d e r s ,  he  m ust have been  d i s a p p o in te d  b e c a u se  most o f
h i s  s u b s c r i b e r s  l i v e d  o u t s id e  th e  s t a t e ,  w h i le  P i l l s b u r y ' s  p ap e r
58presumably a t t r a c t e d  o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  i n  New H am pshire. In  any 
e v e n t ,  b o th  p a p e rs  la c k e d  r e a d e r s  and , as a  r e s u l t ,  n e i t h e r  was a b le  
to  manage f i n a n c i a l l y .
C le a r ly  R o g ers '  no o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t  p h i lo s o p h y  and th e  su b se q u e n t  
d i s p u te  over th e  H e ra ld  s e r v e d  to  weaken th e  o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  
New Hampshire. From 1840 u n t i l  1844 th e  o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was th e  
dominant f a c t i o n  i n  th e  s t a t e ,  w h i le  th e  new o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t  New
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Hampshire Abolition Society, lacking both members and a spirited
paper ,  la n g u is h e d .  In  a d d i t i o n  th e  L i b e r t y  P a r t y ,  w h i le  i n c r e a s i n g
i t s  v o te s  ev ery  y e a r ,  was n e v e r t h e l e s s  a " d i s o r g a n i z e d  and
59u n s o p h i s t i c a te d  o r g a n i z a t i o n "  u n t i l  l a t e  1844. T h is  i s  n o t
to  imply t h a t  th e  o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  th e
m a jo r i ty  view  among a b o l i t i o n i s t s  i n  th e  s t a t e ;  i n  f a c t ,  th e  o ld
o r g a n iz a t io n  may have r e p r e s e n t e d  th e  m in o r i ty  p o s i t i o n .  There
i s  e v id en c e ,  how ever, t h a t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  u n f r i e n d l y  tow ard  r a d i c a l
a b o l i t io n i s m — e s p e c i a l l y  F o s t e r ' s  and P i l l s b u r y ' s  t a c t i c s  o f
"speak ing  f r e e l y "  i n  c h u rc h e s— rem ained  in  th e  o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n
because i t  was t h e  o n ly  e f f e c t i v e  avenue f o r  c o n c e r te d  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
60a g i t a t i o n .  But R o g e rs 1 ex trem e n o - o r g a n i z a t i o n  p h i lo s o p h y  and 
th e  en su in g  d e b a te  o v e r  t h e  H e ra ld  s e rv e d  to  p ro v id e  a  r a t i o n a l e  
fo r  lukewarm s u p p o r t e r s  t o  le a v e  t h e  o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  d i s g u s t .  
F u r th erm o re ,  a n t i - s l a v e r y  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  emerged a s  a  p o te n t  
fo r c e  j u s t  when th e  NHASS was c o n v u lsed  w i th  i n t e r n a l  d i s r u p t i o n s .
I f ,  by 1844, th e  d i s p u t e s  w ere  n o t  enough to  d r i v e  th e  more co n se rv a ­
t i v e  members o u t  o f  th e  o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  th e  r e v i t a l i z e d  p o l i t i c a l  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  o f t e n  were a b l e  to  a t t r a c t  them— as w e l l  a s  u n a f f i l i a t e d  
a n t i - s l a v e r y  men— to  t h e i r  c a u s e s .
C le a r ly  by 1844 th e  L i b e r t y  P a r t y ' s  f o r t u n e s  were c h an g in g . T rue , 
from 1841 th ro u g h  1844 i t  had in c r e a s e d  i t s  v o te  a t  e ac h  y e a r ly
e l e c t i o n ,  b u t  th e  p a r t y  was n e v e r  a b le  to  fo r m u la te  an a g g r e s s iv e
61p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g y  f o r  c a p tu r in g  v i c t o r y  a t  th e  p o l l s .  A lso ,  th e  
P e o p le 's  A d v o ca te , th e  p a r t y  o rgan  i n  New H am pshire , co u ld  n o t  a t t r a c t  
enough r e a d e r s  and , a s  a r e s u l t ,  e v e n t u a l l y  f a i l e d .  But by 1844, 
th e  p a r t y  r e c e iv e d  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  New Hampshire A b o l i t i o n  S o c ie ty
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and i t  b o a s te d  a new, e x c i t i n g  (and s o lv e n t )  p a r t y  o rg a n ,  th e
G ran ite  Freem an. In  a d d i t i o n ,  p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  g o t  a
tremendous b o o s t  from an u n ex p ec ted  s o u rc e — th e  New Hampshire
Democratic P a r ty .
Unable to  s u p p o r t  h i s  p a r t y ' s  p l a t f o r m ,  w hich  c a l l e d  f o r  th e
an nexa tion  of T ex as ,  D em o cra tic  Congressman John P a r k e r  H a le  o f
Dover, p u b l i c l y  renounced  th e  D em ocra ts ' p o s i t i o n .  As a r e s u l t ,  h e
was tak en  o f f  th e  p a r t y  b a l l o t  and r e p la c e d  by a c a n d id a te  who
r e f l e c t e d  th e  p r o - a n n e x a t i o n i s t  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  D em ocra tic
p a r ty .  Democrats s y m p a th e t ic  to  H ale  fo l lo w e d  him  o u t  o f  th e  p a r t y ,
dubbed th e m se lv e s  th e  In d e p e n d e n t  D em ocrats ,  and b eg an  to  work f o r
62H a le 's  e l e c t i o n  to  C ongress  i n  M arch, 1845. For m ost a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  
H a le 's  re m a rk a b le  and s tu n n in g  tu rn a b o u t  t r a n s c e n d e d  f a c t i o n a l  
b i c k e r in g ,  and a s  a  r e s u l t  t h e  b a t t l e s  among New H a m p sh ire 's  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  w ere  a l l  b u t  f o r g o t t e n .  A n t i - s l a v e r y  i n  New Hampshire 
was moving i n  a new d i r e c t i o n .
I r o n i c a l l y ,  th e  p o l i t i c a l  a h o l i t i o n i s t s  r e c e iv e d  s u p p o r t  n o t  
only from G a r r i s o n ,  b u t  from  New Ham pshire o ld  o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t s  as  
w e l l .  In  1844, S tephen  F o s t e r  a t t e n d e d  s e v e r a l  L i b e r t y  P a r ty  conven­
t io n s  and , b r e a k in g  w i t h  h i s  a n t i - p o l i t i c a l  s t a n c e ,  re a c h e d  th e
c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  th e  t h i r d  p a r t y  was a  " p ro p e r "  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
63i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y . L ik e w ise ,  w h i le  G a r r is o n  d id  n o t  e n d o rs e  th e
New Hampshire L i b e r t y  P a r t y ,  he  n e v e r t h e l e s s  b e g an  r e p r i n t i n g  
a r t i c l e s  from th e  G ra n i te  Freeman i n  h i s  own p a p e r .  But more 
im p o r ta n t ,  G a r r is o n  and many New Hampshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  l e n t  t h e i r  
f u l l  s u p p o r t  to  John P a r k e r  H a le  and ap p lau d ed  h i s  "m anly" b re a k  
with, th e  p r o - s l a v e r y  D em o cra ts .
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Hale was not, strictly speaking, an abolitionist. In 1845
he m erely  so u g h t  to  p r e v e n t  th e  a n n e x a t io n  o f  Texas and , soon
t h e r e a f t e r ,  denounced th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  i n  any newly
c re a te d  t e r r i t o r i e s .  W hile G a r r i s o n  was u n d o u b ted ly  aware o f  t h i s
im portan t d i s t i n c t i o n ,  he  n e v e r t h e l e s s  d id  a l l  t h a t  he  co u ld  to
persuade New Hampshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s  to  s u p p o r t  H ale  i n  th e  March,
1845 e l e c t i o n .  H a le ’s p o s i t i o n  on a n n e x a t io n ,  G a r r i s o n  p ro c la im e d ,
" i s  a m i r a c le  o f  p o l i t i c a l  in d ep en d en ce  and u p r i g h t n e s s ,  b u t  i t  w i l l
64probably  c o s t  him  h i s  s e a t  i n  C o n g re s s ."  To p re v e n t  t h i s
p o s s i b i l i t y  G a r r i s o n ,  wh.o was "v e ry  an x io u s  to  do som eth ing  t h a t
should  s e c u r e  John  P. H a l e ’s e l e c t i o n , "  p e rsu ad e d  th e  M a s sa c h u se t ts
A n t i -S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  to  send  f o u r  o f  i t s  a g e n ts  i n t o  th e  G ra n i te
65S ta te  to  campaign f o r  H a le .  P a rk e r  P i l l s b u r y ,  e ch o in g  G a r r i s o n 's  
support  f o r  H a le ,  e n l i s t e d  th e  H e ra ld  o f  Freedom to  do b a t t l e  f o r  
the. Congressman, a lthough , in  a l e t t e r  to  th e  B o s to n ia n ,  P i l l s b u r y  
complained t h a t  he  was u n a b le  to  g e n e r a te  a  s u s t a i n e d  movement 
fo r  H a l e . ^
I f  F o s t e r ,  P i l l s b u r y ,  G a r r i s o n ,  and o th e r  G ra n i te  S t a t e  o ld
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t s  were  te m p e r in g  t h e i r  a n t i - p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n s — e i t h e r
by le n d in g  s u p p o r t  to  H ale  o r  to  th e  L i b e r t y  P a r ty — Rogers was n o t .
P o l i t i c s  was f o r c e  and G a r r i s o n ,  by a p p lau d in g  p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,
merely compromised h i s  n o n - r e s i s t a n c e  d o c t r i n e .  G a r r i s o n  was tw o-
fa c ed ,  Rogers s n i f f e d :  " G a r r i s o n  h o ld s  p o l i t i c s  a m o r t a l  s i n , "
Rogers com plained  to  F r a n c i s  J a c k s o n ,  " y e t  he  f i l l s  h i s  p a p e r  w i th
67th e  d o in g s  o f  p o l i t i c i a n s . "
With th e  ch ang ing  f o r t u n e s  o f  th e  L i b e r t y  P a r ty  and with, th e  
ex c i tem e n t  g e n e r a te d  by  H a l e ' s  d e f e c t i o n  from th e  New Hampshire
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Democracy, Rogers found  l i t t l e  su p p o r t  f o r  h i s  unbending  a n t i ­
p o l i t i c a l  s t a n c e .  But " th e  B o a r d 's  H e ra ld "  a l s o  found  l i t t l e  s u p p o r t  
and, as a r e s u l t ,  i t  s to p p e d  p r i n t i n g  i n  th e  s p r in g  o f  1845. I f  
Rogers ' r a d i c a l  v o ic e  was b e in g  sm o thered  by  th e  d in  o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  G r a n i t e  S t a t e ,  h e  c o u ld  a t  l e a s t  f i n d  some s a t i s f a c t i o n  
in  th e  f a c t  t h a t  The H e ra ld  had o u t l i v e d  th e  S o c i e t y ' s  H e r a l d .
A lthough The H e ra ld  was s t i l l  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n ,  Rogers  was 
n e v e r th e le s s  i s o l a t e d  from  th e  m a in s tream  o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  a c t i v i t y .
Few p eop le  re a d  The H e ra ld  and, i n  o r d e r  to  pay h i s  m ounting  d e b t s ,  
Rogers was f o r c e d  to  w r i t e  a r t i c l e s  f o r  Horace G r e e l e y 's  New York
Tribune, e x t o l l i n g  t h e  b e a u t i e s  o f  New H a m p sh ire 's  W hite  M ountain 
6 8a re a .  M oreover, i n  t h e  s p r in g  o f  1846, a n t i - s l a v e r y  p o l i t i c s
accom plished an a s to u n d in g  v i c t o r y .  A L i b e r t y  P a r ty - I n d e p e n d e n t
Democrat-Whig c o a l i t i o n  g a in e d  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  s t a t e  government
as a r e s u l t  o f  an i n t e r n a l  b a r g a i n ,  a g re e d  to  sen d  John P a r k e r  H ale
to  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  S e n a te .  S e rv in g  as sp e a k e r  of th e  New
Hampshire House u n t i l  h i s  U.S. S en a te  term  began  i n  1847, H ale  would
be in s t r u m e n ta l  i n  p a s s in g  a  number o f  a n t i - s l a v e r y  r e s o l u t i o n s  t h a t
urged b o th  th e  end o f  s l a v e r y  i n  th e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Colum bia, and th e
69e x c lu s io n  o f  s l a v e r y  from th e  t e r r i t o r i e s .  Even though a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
were outnumbered i n  th e  c o a l i t i o n ,  H a l e ' s  s e l e c t i o n  to  th e  S en a te  
and th e  p a ssa g e  o f  numerous a n t i - s l a v e r y  r e s o l u t i o n s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a 
p o l i t i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  New H am pshire , g iv en  th e  f a c t  t h a t  p ro ­
so u th e rn  Democrats had m a in ta in e d  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  House th ro u g h o u t  
the  183Q's and 1840 ' s .  C l e a r l y ,  p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s m  was g a in in g  
ascendancy i n  New H am pshire , b u t  Rogers was n o t  p a r t  o f i t .
H is i s o l a t i o n  from t h e  c a u s e ,  h i s  f i n a n c i a l  p ro b le m s ,  and th e
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success  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n  in  t h e  s t a t e  prom pted Rogers to  
r e f l e c t  on more th a n  one o c c a s io n .  I t  was a  shame, R ogers  w ro te  
to  John G re e n le a f  W h i t t i e r ,  i n  1846, on ly  a few months b e f o r e  h i s  
dea th , t h a t  h e  and G a r r i s o n  had  had  a  s e v e r e  d is a g re e m e n t :  " I  r e a l l y
loved him, & he d id  me, so  f a r  as he  can lo v e  any body b u t  h i m s e l f . "  
Perhaps , Rogers conceded , he  h im s e l f  was to  blame f o r  fo m en tin g  th e  
d is p u te ;  a f t e r  a l l ,  he  had  b l i n d l y  i d o l i z e d  G a r r i s o n ,  w hich  had 
" led  him [G a r r i s o n ]  to  t a k e  l i b e r t i e s  w i th  m e."  At th e  same tim e  
Rogers even seemed to  be  h a v in g  second  th o u g h ts  ab o u t h i s  a n t i ­
p o l i t i c a l  d o c t r i n e :
As to  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  . . .  I  s e e  a s o r t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  o f  
i t — an i n e v i t a b i l i t y  o f  men’s u s in g  i t .  The p u b l i c  
w i l f u l n e s s  canno t b e  v e n te d  i n  any o t h e r  th a n  r e g u l a r  
o r  o r d e r l y  w ay .— I t  m igh t be  g o v e rn m en ta l  w i l f u l n e s s  
o r  a n a r c h i c a l .  The r e g u l a r  army o r  th e  mob. P e rhaps  
i t  had  b e t t e r  be  th e  r e g u l a r — though  I  do n o t  f e e l  l i k e  
j o i n i n g  i t . ^ O
Even th ough  Rogers co u ld  " s e e  a s o r t  o f  n e c e s s i t y "  i n  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i o n ,  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  he  would have dropped h i s  r a d i c a l  n o n -  
r e s i s t a n t  d o c t r i n e s  to  work f o r  an a n t i - e x t e n s i o n i s t — o r  even an 
a b o l i t i o n i s t — c a n d id a t e ,  a s  G a r r i s o n  had  done. W hatever th e  c a s e ,  
the  p o in t  i s  m oot, f o r  on O c tober  16, 1846, an  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i l l  
and im p o v e r ish ed  Rogers d ie d .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  New Hampshire became a 
" n o -o rg a n iz e d "  s t a t e  a f t e r  h i s  d e a th .  The f a c t i o n - r i d d l e d  and 
weakened s t a t e  s o c i e t y  co u ld  no lo n g e r  f u n c t io n  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  and 
in  th e  e a r l y  months o f  1847, i t  fo l lo w e d  Rogers to  th e  g ra v e .
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By 1847, th e  " B o a rd 's  H e r a l d , "  The H e r a l d , th e  NHASS, and 
Rogers were a l l  dead . Had th e  s u r v iv in g  o l d - o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t  
le a d e r s h ip  rem ained  i n  New H am pshire , p e rh ap s  th e  movement m igh t 
have l a s t e d  a  few y e a r s  l o n g e r ,  b u t  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 4 0 's  P i l l s b u r y ,  
F o s te r ,  Beach, and e v e n t u a l l y  F re n c h ,  l e f t  t h e  s t a t e  p e rm a n e n t ly .  
C le a r ly ,  w i th o u t  an o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  p r e s s ,  and l e a d e r s h i p ,  r a d i c a l  
a b o l i t io n i s m  i t s e l f  was dead  i n  th e  G r a n i te  S t a t e .
The p a s s in g  o f  r a d i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s m  i n  New Hampshire g e n e r a te d  
few m ourners ,  f o r  b y  th e  l a t e  1840 ' s  a  more im m ediate  q u e s t i o n  a r o s e :  
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  were th e  la n d s  newly a c q u i r e d  from Mexico to  be  annexed 
as f r e e  o r  s l a v e  t e r r i t o r i e s ?  For New H a m p sh ir i te s  and Am ericans 
everyw here, th e  f u t u r e  o f  th e  t e r r i t o r i e s  became a  param ount i s s u e  
and, as a r e s u l t ,  th e  e v i l s  o f  th e  S t a t e  and c l e r g y  were a l l  b u t  
fo r g o t t e n  by 1850.
W hile i t  c anno t be  s a i d  t h a t  New H am p sh ire 's  p o l i t i c a l  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  met th e  same f a t e  a s  t h e i r  more r a d i c a l  r i v a l s , th ey  
were n e v e r t h e l e s s  n e g a t i v e l y  a f f e c t e d  i n  an o rg a n iz e d  s e n s e  by th e  
d eba te s  c o n ce rn in g  the. f u t u r e  o f  th e  new t e r r i t o r i e s .  In d e e d ,  th e  
Free S o i l  P a r ty — a p a r t y  d e d ic a te d  n o t  to  im m ediate  e m an c ip a t io n ,  
b u t  to  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  p r e v e n t in g  s l a v e r y ' s  e x te n s io n  i n t o  th e  
t e r r i t o r i e s — i n  e f f e c t  s p e l l e d  t h e  d e a th  o f  th e  L i b e r t y  P a r ty  i n  
New H am pshire  and e l s e w h e re ,  b e c a u se  to  m ost n o r t h e r n e r s  conce rned  
about s l a v e r y ,  th e  F ree  S o i l  P a r t y  ap p ea red  as a more f e a s i b l e  and 
l e s s  r a d i c a l  way o f  c o m b a t t in g  " th e  S lav e  Pow er."  In  t im e ,  
most New Hampshire p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  l i k e  t h e i r  c o u n te r p a r t s  
e lse w h e re ,  d r i f t e d  i n t o  t h e  new p a r ty  b e c a u se  by 1848 i t  was th e
only v e h i c l e  t h a t  would c o n f ro n t  t h e  South— a l b e i t  i n d i r e c t l y — on 
the i s s u e  o f  s l a v e r y .
But t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  d id  n o t  j o i n  t h e  F ree  S o i l
P a r ty  w i th o u t  p ay in g  th e  p r i c e  o f  h a v in g  t h e i r  demand f o r  im m edia te
em ancipa tion  d i l u t e d .  For n o t  on ly  d id  th e  1848 P a r t y  p l a t f o r m  fo cu s
on s l a v e r y  e x te n s io n  r a t h e r  th a n  s l a v e r y  i t s e l f ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  e n d o rsed
t a r i f f s ,  a hom estead  la w , and o t h e r  economic i s s u e s . ^  W hile New
Hampshire p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  p ro b a b ly  had  l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y
su p p o r t in g  t h e s e  a d d i t i o n a l  i s s u e s ,  th ey  w ere n e v e r t h e l e s s  f i r s t  and
forem ost a n t i - s l a v e r y  men, who, i n  th e  e a r l y  1 8 4 0 's ,  had made a
conscious e f f o r t  to  d e v o te  t h e i r  c ru sad e  to  "one i d e a " — th e  im m edia te
72a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y .  Hence, a l th o u g h  th e  p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
d id  n o t  d e s t r o y  th e m se lv e s  i n  a  f r e n z y  o f  i n t e r n e c i n e  w a r f a r e  a s  th e  
r a d i c a l s  d id ,  th e y  to o  c ea se d  to  e x i s t ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  any o rg a n iz e d  
form, f o r  th e y  w ere  subsumed by a  p a r ty  t h a t  t r e a t e d  im m ediate  
em anc ipa tion  on ly  o b l i q u e l y  i n  a p la t f o r m  d e d ic a t e d  to  a h o s t  o f  
i s s u e s .
Even though, t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r e n g t h  had  a l l  b u t  d is a p p e a re d  
and t h e i r  c ru s a d e  had  become d i l u t e d  by th e  1 8 5 0 's ,  th e  p o l i t i c a l  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  cou ld  u l t i m a t e l y  ta k e  com fort in  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y ,  
along  w i th  o t h e r s ,  would h e lp  l a y  th e  groundwork f o r  th e  R ep u b lican  
P a r ty ,  which s lo w ly  b u t  e v e n t u a l l y  would become d e d ic a t e d  to  a b o l i s h i n g  
s l a v e r y .  As. f o r  r a d i c a l ,  n o n - r e s i s t a n t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  t h e r e  was 
c o n s id e ra b le  i r o n y  i n  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  was 
e v e n tu a l ly  accom plished  by th e  power o f  th e  S t a t e  a g a i n s t  a  backdrop  
o f  a v i o l e n t  and b loody  w ar.
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AFTERWORD
U lt im a te ly  a b o l i t i o n i s m  t r a n s c e n d e d  s t a t e ,  r e g i o n a l ,  and even 
i d e o l o g i c a l  b o u n d a r ie s  f o r ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
in  ev ery  n o r t h e r n  s t a t e  e n v is io n e d  a  s o c i e t y  f r e e  o f  s l a v e r y .  Y e t ,  
even though a b o l i t i o n i s t s  co u ld  a g re e  on th e  p r im ary  g o a l  o f  t h e i r  
c ru sa d e ,  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  movements a t  th e  v a r io u s  s t a t e  and l o c a l  
l e v e l s  w ere  o f t e n  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by a  p a r t i c u l a r  f o c u s ,  i d e o lo g y ,  
o r  t a c t i c .  New Ham pshire was no e x c e p t io n .  W hile  some f e a t u r e s  
o f  New Hampshire a b o l i t i o n i s m  w ere  s i m i l a r  to  th o s e  i n  o t h e r  n o r th e r n  
s t a t e s ,  o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  w ere  -unique to  th e  G r a n i te  S t a t e .
Most a b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  New Hampshire and e lse w h e re  ag re ed  t h a t  
s l a v e r y  was a  s i n  an d , as  a r e s u l t ,  most s t a t e  and l o c a l  a n t i ­
s l a v e r y  s o c i e t i e s  w ere  p re o c c u p ie d  w i th  t h i s  theme u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  
th e  m id - 1 8 3 0 's .  F u r th e rm o re ,  th e  e v id e n c e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  s o c i a l  
co m p o si t io n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  in  New Hampshire r e f l e c t e d  
th e  l a r g e r  American a b o l i t i o n i s t  community. Most a b o l i t i o n i s t s  came 
from Whig backgrounds  and most were f i n a n c i a l l y  s e c u r e .  In  New 
H am pshire, as  e l s e w h e r e ,  th e  D em ocratic  p a r ty  l e d  th e  a s s a u l t  on 
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and , a p p a r e n t l y ,  th e  i n c i d e n t  a t  Canaan was n o t  u n iq u e ,  
f o r  as h i s t o r i a n  Leonard  R ic h a rd s  h a s  n o te d ,  m ajo r o c c u p a t io n a l  
d i f f e r e n c e s  s e p a r a t e d  t h e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  from h o s t i l e  a n t i ­
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  .
A b o l i t io n is m  i n  New Ham pshire— b o th  in  i t s  p r e l im in a r y  s t a g e  
i n  th e  1 8 2 0 's  and i n  i t s  more p r o g r e s s i v e  s t a g e s  i n  t h e  fo l lo w in g  
d ecad es— a l s o  c o n ta in e d  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  w ere  u n iq u e  to  th e  s t a t e .
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Th-is was e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  w i th  th e  New Hampshire C o lo n iz a t i o n  S o c ie ty ,  
the  h a r b in g e r  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s m  i n  th e  G ra n i te  S t a t e .  To be s u r e ,
New Hampshire c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t s  so u g h t  th e  rem oval o f  b l a c k s  from 
American s o i l ;  b u t  th e y  a l s o  s o u g h t  an end t o  s l a v e r y ,  th ey  a rgued  
t h a t  b la c k s  were n o t  i n h e r e n t l y  i n f e r i o r  to  w h i t e s , th e y  im p l i c a t e d  
the  N orth  i n  s u s t a i n i n g  th e  s i n  o f  s l a v e r y ,  and th ey  d e p lo re d  r a c i a l  
p r e ju d ic e  t h a t  pe rv ad ed  w h i te  s o c i e t y .  T h is  r e l a t i v e l y  r a d i c a l  
o u t lo o k ,  so  d i f f e r e n t  from most o th e r  s t a t e  c o l o n i z a t i o n  s o c i e t i e s ,  
was p ro b a b ly  due to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  New H a m p s h i r i te s  f e l t  l e s s  
th r e a te n e d  by b la c k s  s i n c e  th e  s t a t e  was f a r  removed from b o th  th e  
i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  and a l a r g e  f r e e  b l a c k  p o p u la t io n .
New Hampshire a b o l i t i o n i s m  was a l s o  d i f f e r e n t  from th e  movement
e lsew h ere  i n  t h a t  t w o - th i r d s  o f  a l l  o r g a n iz e d  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  i n  th e
G ra n i te  S t a t e  l i v e d  i n  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  towns— towns w i th  o v e r  2 ,000
p eo p le— and c lo s e  to  f o r t y  p e r c e n t  r e s i d e d  i n  th e  t h r e e  r a p i d l y
growing m i l l  towns and i n  th e  s t a t e  c a p i t a l .  T ru e ,  a b o l i t i o n i s m
in  M a ssa c h u se t ts  p ro b a b ly  a t t r a c t e d  most o f  i t s  fo l lo w e r s  from th e
l a r g e r  u rb an  c e n t e r s  i n  th e  e a s t e r n  and c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  th e
s t a t e ,  b u t  a b o l i t i o n i s m  i n  o t h e r  New England  s t a t e s ,  i n  w e s te rn
New Y ork , and i n  t h e  W estern  R ese rv e  a p p a r e n t ly  d id  b e s t  i n  r u r a l  
2a r e a s .
L ik e w is e ,  th e  s e c u l a r  c r i t i q u e  advanced by New Hampshire 
a b o l i t i o n i s t s — a c r i t i q u e  t h a t  p o r t r a y e d  th e  South as  a  p o l i t i c a l l y  
p o w e rfu l ,  a n a c h r o n i s t i c ,  a n t i - c o m m e rc ia l  and a n t i - m a n u f a c t u r in g  
r e g io n —was a l s o  advanced  by a b o l i t i o n i s t  new spapers  i n  u rban  
a r e a s ,  such  a s  th e  New Y ork -based  E m anc ipa to r  and th e  B o s to n -b ase d
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L i b e r a to r .  However, i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  such  a  c r i t i q u e  was d i l u t e d ,
i f  n o t  a b s e n t  a l t o g e t h e r ,  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s .  T h is  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y
e v id e n t  i n  w e s te rn  New York— th e  "B u rned -over  D i s t r i c t " — and i n  th e
W estern R eserve  w here  a b o l i t i o n i s m  took  r o o t  i n  com m unities t h a t  had
been exposed to  r e l i g i o u s  and m ora l fe rm en t g e n e r a te d  by e v a n g e l i c a l  
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r e v iv a l i s m .  New H am pshire , how ever, was n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by 
e v a n g e l i c a l  tu m u l t ,  b u t  by i n d u s t r i a l  t r a n s f o r m a t io n .  I t  i s  u n d e r­
s ta n d a b le  t h a t  New Ham pshire a b o l i t i o n i s t s — many o f  whom a c t i v e l y  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  com m ercial and m a n u fa c tu r in g  v e n t u r e s — view ed s l a v e r y  
as an outmoded i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  was t o t a l l y  a t  odds n o t  o n ly  w i th  
th e  more e n l ig h te n e d  economic and s o c i a l  en v iro n m en t o f  th e  N o r th ,  
b u t  w i th  th e  economic and s o c i a l  r e a l i t i e s  o f  th e  n i n e t e e n t h  
c e n tu ry  w e s te rn  w o r ld .
These d i f f e r e n c e s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a b o l i t i o n i s m  r e f l e c t e d  th e  
p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  and economic m i l i e u  from w hich i t  em erged. S in ce  
a b o l i t i o n i s m  i n  w e s te rn  New York to o k  r o o t  i n  s m a l l  towns and r u r a l  
a re a s  h e a v i l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by r e v i v a l i s m ,  th e  r e l i g i o u s  and m ora l 
im pu lse  to o k  p re c ed e n ce  o v e r  any s i t s t a in e d  economic and o t h e r  
s e c u l a r  d e n u n c ia t io n s  o f  s l a v e r y .  W hile t h e  r e l i g i o u s  im p u lse  
c e r t a i n l y  was n o t  a b s e n t  i n  New H am pshire, i t  was n e v e r t h e l e s s  
r e l a t i v e l y  subdued compared w i th  th e  more an im a ted  r e v i v a l i s m  in  
th e  W est. M oreover, b e c a u se  a s i z e a b l e  number o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  were  
d i r e c t l y  in v o lv e d  w i th  com m ercial and m a n u fa c tu r in g  e n d e a v o r s , th e  
condem nation o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l l y  p o w e r fu l ,  a r c h a i c ,  and a g r a r i a n  
South  h ad  r e a l  meaning f o r  G ra n i te  S t a t e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s .
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W hile th e  movement i n  New Hampshire c o n ta in e d  e lem en ts  t h a t  
were b o th  s i m i l a r  to  and d i f f e r e n t  from th e  e lem en ts  w i th  th e  
movement e lse w h e re  i n  th e  1830’s ,  a b o l i t i o n i s m  i n  th e  G ra n i te  
S ta te  d u r in g  th e  1 8 4 0 's  was a lm o s t  e n t i r e l y  u n iq u e .  In d e e d ,  a f t e r  
the  1840 s p l i t ,  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  movement i n  New Hampshire was 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  a  h ig h ly  v o c a l  and overw helm ingly  
p r o - G a r r i s o n ia n ,  r a d i c a l  n o n - r e s i s t a n t  c o n t in g e n t  s e rv e d  as th e  
dominant w ing w i t h i n  th e  movement, w h i le  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  and 
p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  were o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y  weak. However, i n  
o th e r  s t a t e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  M aine, New Y ork, Vermont, and O hio, 
n o n - r e s i s t a n t s  p la y e d  a m inor r o l e  a f t e r  1840, w h i le  t h e i r  id e o ­
l o g i c a l  r i v a l s ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s ,  en jo y ed  g r e a t e r  
s u c c e s s e s ,  even i n  G a r r i s o n ia n -d o m in a te d  M a ssa c h u se t ts  where they
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were a t  l e a s t  c o m p e t i t iv e  and r e l a t i v e l y  s t r o n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y .
By t h e  e a r l y  1840 ' s  n o n - r e s i s t a n t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  i n  New 
Hampshire w ent w e l l  beyond th e  u l t r a  f o r m u la t io n s  o f  G a r r i s o n ,  
and engaged i n  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  them from  ev ery  o th e r  
a b o l i t i o n i s t  group i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  Taking  t h e i r  cue from N a th a n ie l  
P. Rogers who a rg u ed  t h a t  a l l  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  b l a c k  and w h i t e ,  were 
s l a v e s  to  t h e  S t a t e  and to  th e  p r o - s l a v e r y  c l e r g y ,  S tephen  F o s t e r ,  
P a rk e r  P i l l s b u r y ,  T. P a r n e l  B each, and o t h e r s  c a r r i e d  t h e i r  p e c u l i a r  
b ran d  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s m  to  ex trem e l e n g t h s .  M oreover, th e  cause  i n  
New Ham pshire was f u r t h e r  s e t  a p a r t  from  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  m a in s tream  
when Rogers began  to  l i v e  o u t  h i s  r a d i c a l  n o t io n s  o f  "no 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . "
O ddly, w h i l e  th e  framework o f  r a d i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s m  i n  New
Hampshire was c o n s t r u c t e d  l a r g e l y  by N a th a n ie l  P . R o g ers ,  i t  was 
n o t  an o r i g i n a l  i d e a  t h a t  he  a lo n e  d ev e lo p e d .  R a t h e r ,  Rogers s im p ly  
combined th e  s e c u l a r  c r i t i q u e  t h a t  he  and o th e r  New Ham pshire 
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  prom oted  i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 's  w i th  G a r r i s o n 's  n o n - r e s i s t a n c e  
p h i lo so p h y .  F i l t e r i n g  e v e n t s  th ro u g h  t h i s  c u r io u s  p r i s m ,  Rogers 
cou ld  re a ch  on ly  one c o n c lu s io n :  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s o u th e r n
s la v e r y  was m ere ly  an  ex trem e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  u n r e s t r a i n e d  pow er.
The r e a l  e v i l — th e  s o u rc e  o f  a l l  power and o p p r e s s io n — was th e  S t a t e .  
T oge ther w i th  i t s  handm aiden , th e  c l e r g y ,  t h e  S t a t e  p r o t e c t e d  and 
p re s e rv e d  s l a v e r y  i n  t h e  South a n d ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  h e l d  n o r th e r n  
c i t i z e n s  a t  bay .
But Rogers was n o t  c o n te n t  to  m ere ly  e x ten d  th e  c r i t i q u e  o f  
th e  1830 's  and combine i t  w i th  n o n - r e s i s t a n c e ;  e v e n t u a l l y  he 
ex tended  th e  co n ce p t  o f  n o n - r e s i s t a n c e  to  such  le n g th s  t h a t  o t h e r  
r a d i c a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  p r a c t i c a l l y  r e a d  him o u t  o f  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  
movement. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i n  th e  e a r l y  1840 ' s ,  Rogers was a b le  to  
fo rg e  a number o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  i n t o  th e  most r a d i c a l  group w i t h i n  
th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  community.
R o g ers '  d e n u n c ia t io n s  o f  th e  church  and th e  " p r o - s l a v e r y "  
c le r g y  s t r u c k  a  r e s p o n s iv e  chord  i n  men such  as F o s t e r ,  P i l l s b u r y ,  
and Beach. A l l  had  b een  t r a i n e d  f o r  the. c l e r g y  and a l l  had grown 
d is e n c h a n te d  w i th  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  b eca u se  many f e l lo w  c lergym en 
could  n o t  b r i n g  th e m se lv e s  to  en d o rse  a b o l i t i o n i s m .  But a c c o rd in g  
to  th e  "sons  o f  t h u n d e r , "  a b o l i t i o n i s m  was s t e e p e d  i n  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  
o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  most c lergym en , r e g a r d l e s s  o f  
d e n o m in a t io n a l  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  d e se rv e d  to  be c e n su re d  b e c a u se  
they  were open ly  v i o l a t i n g  C h r i s t i a n  p r e c e p t s .
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A f te r  1840, P i l l s b u r y ,  F o s t e r ,  Beach, and o th e r s  chose  to  
ta k e  t h e i r  cause  b ack  t o  t h e  a r e n a  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e l i g i o n ,  even 
though th e y  were no lo n g e r  a  p a r t  o f  i t .  For them, th e  church  
and c le r g y — so i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  m old ing  American l i v e s — had abandoned 
" t r u e  C h r i s t i a n i t y . "  H ence, no o th e r  i n s t i t u t i o n  e x h i b i t e d  th e  
same d eg ree  o f  h y p o c r i s y  as  th e  c h u rc h ;  no o t h e r  group v i o l a t e d  
God's law to  th e  same e x t e n t  a s  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  m i n i s t e r s .  
A ccording  to  th e  "sons  o f  th u n d e r " — and a c c o rd in g  to  R ogers— i f  
s l a v e r y  w ere to  f a l l ,  i t  would f i r s t  have  to  be  d e a l t  a  blow i n  th e  




^ L i b e r a t o r , August 21 and 28, 1840; Septem ber 10 , 1840; 
E m anc ipa to r , May 15 , 1840 and O c to b er  12, 1841; S o r i n ,  New York 
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I n d iv i d u a l s  i n  th e  fo l lo w in g  f i v e  towns have been  d iv id e d  
in to  app rox im ate  q u i n t i l e s  in  an a t te m p t  to  compare th e  i d e n t i f i a b l e  
a b o l i t i o n i s t  p o p u la t io n  w i th  i d e n t i f i a b l e  n o n - a b o l i t i o n i s t  Whigs 
and Democrats and w i th  th e  e n t i r e  town. Every e f f o r t  was made, 
a f t e r  r a n k in g  each  i n d i v i d u a l  from th e  w e a l t h i e s t  to  th e  p o o r e s t ,  
to  d iv id e  th e  p o p u la t io n  i n t o  f i v e  e q u a l  groups o f  20%. But 
because  most towns— e s p e c i a l l y  Newmarket—had  more th a n  20% o f  
i t s  p o p u la t io n  p a y in g  t h e  m in im al t a x ,  th e  20% d em arca tio n  had 
to  be r e v i s e d .  T here  i s  a  s u g g e s t io n  i n  t h e  t a x  r e c o r d s  t h a t  th e  
p o o re s t  c a te g o ry  p ro b a b ly  was composed n o t  o n ly  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  who 
in  f a c t  e x p e r ie n c e d  econom ic h a r d s h i p s ,  b u t  a l s o  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  
who, w h i le  o ld  enough to  pay th e  t a x ,  l i v e d  w i th  t h e i r  w e a l t h i e r  
f a t h e r s .
Campton (n=266)
E n t i r e  Town
Upper L evel 20.7% (55)
U pper-m iddle  L evel 1 8 .8 (50)
M iddle L evel 19.9 (53)
Lower-middle L eve l 19 .6 (52)
Bottom L evel 2 1 .0 (56)
1 0 0 .0  (266)
Mean Tax $8 .98



















Entire Town Abolitionists (n=7) Democrats (n=8) (No Whigs)
Upper Level 18.0% (63) 42.9% (3) 62.5% (5)
U pper-m iddle  L eve l 18 .0 (63) 0 12.5 (1 )
Middle L evel 17 .4 (61) 14 .3 (1 ) 12.5 ( 1 )
Lower-middle L evel 18 .0 (63) 1 4 .3 ( 1 ) 0
Bottom L evel 28 .6 ( 100 ) 28 .5 ( 2 ) 12.5 ( 1 )
1 0 0 .0  • (350) 1 0 0 .1 (7) 1 0 0 .0 ( 8 )
Mean Tax $5 .88 $6.56 $11.49
Lo udon (n=341)
E n t i r e Town A b o l i t i o n i s t s  (n :
Upper Level 19.1% (65) 27.3% (3)
Upper-m iddle L evel 1 8 .8 (64) 18 .2 ( 2 )
M iddle L eve l 19 .1 (65) 45 .5 (5)
Lower-m iddle Level 21 .7 (74) 9 .0 ( 1 )
Bottom L eve l 21 .4 (73) 0
1 0 0 .1 (341) 1 0 0 .0 ( 1 1 )
Mean Tax $6.41 $7.85
Mean Value o f  
Land $978.00 $1124.00
Democrats (n=39) Whigs (n=4)
30.8% ( 1 2 ) 50.0% ( 2 )
20 .5 ( 8 ) 5 0 .0 ( 2 )
15 .4 (6 ) 0
1 2 .8 (5) 0
20.5 ( 8 ) 0





U pper-m iddle 




Mean Value of 
Land
n=385)
L ev e l
L evel
E n t i r e Town A b o l i t i o n i s t s  (n=9) Democrats (n=4) Whigs (n=5)
17.4% (67) 5 5 .6% (5) 0 % 80.0% (4)
17 .4 (67) 1 1 .1 ( 1 ) 50 .0 ( 2) 2 0 .0 ( 1 )
18 .4 (71) 2 2 .2 ( 2 ) 0 0
16.6 (64) 0 25.0 ( 1 ) 0
30 .1 (116) 1 1 .1 ( 1) 25.0 ( 1 ) 0
99.9 (385) 1 0 0 .0 (9) 1 0 0 .0 (4) 1 0 0 .0 (5)
$6 .03 $13.00 $5.04 $17.78
ito
toI
$698.62 $1450.00 $595.00 $1810.00
Newmarket (n=431)
E n t i r e  Town
Upper Level 15.5% (67)
U pper-m iddle  L evel 15.5 (67)
Middle Level 16 .7 (72)
Lower-middle L evel 14 .0 (60)
Bottom L evel 3 8 .3 (165)
1 0 0 .0 (431)
Mean Tax $4.72
Mean Value o f  
Land $9472.03
A b o l i t i o n i s t s  
75.0% (6 )
0






Democrats (n=14) Whigs (n=10)
28.6% (4) 50.0% (5)
28.6 (4) 1 0 .0 ( 1 )
1 4 .3 ( 2 ) 2 0 .0 ( 2 )
14 .3 ( 2) 0
1 4 .3 ( 2 ) 2 0 .0 ( 2 )
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